how to learn algonquian language

How to Learn Algonquian Language: A Guide to Embracing a Rich Linguistic Heritage

how to learn algonquian language is a question that many language enthusiasts,
historians, and Indigenous culture supporters ask as they seek to connect with one of
North America’s most significant language families. The Algonquian languages, spoken by
numerous Indigenous peoples across Canada and the United States, encompass a variety
of dialects and tongues such as Cree, Ojibwe, Mi’kmaq, and Blackfoot. Each language
reflects centuries of tradition, culture, and worldview, making the process of learning
them not only a linguistic journey but also a cultural immersion.

If you're drawn to learning Algonquian languages, whether out of heritage, academic
interest, or cultural respect, understanding how to approach this complex yet rewarding
endeavor is key. In this article, we’ll explore practical steps, resources, and tips on how to
learn Algonquian language effectively, while honoring the deep cultural roots these
languages carry.

Understanding the Algonquian Language Family

Before diving into learning techniques, it’s important to grasp what the Algonquian
language family entails. Unlike a single language, Algonquian refers to a family of related
languages spoken by Indigenous groups spread over a vast geographic area. These
languages share certain grammatical structures and vocabulary but are not mutually
intelligible.

Why Learn an Algonquian Language?

Many learners are motivated by a desire to preserve and revitalize endangered languages.
Others might have ancestral ties or academic interests in linguistics or anthropology.
Learning Algonquian languages can open windows into Indigenous worldviews, oral
histories, and traditional knowledge systems. It also supports Indigenous communities in
maintaining their linguistic heritage, which has often been under threat due to
colonization and language suppression policies.

Getting Started: Choosing Which Algonquian
Language to Learn

One of the first steps in how to learn Algonquian language is deciding which specific
language or dialect to focus on. This decision often depends on your personal background,
interests, or the availability of learning resources.



¢ Cree: One of the most widely spoken Algonquian languages, with several dialects
across Canada.

¢ Ojibwe (Anishinaabemowin): Spoken by the Ojibwe people primarily in the Great
Lakes region.

e« Mi’kmaq: Spoken in the northeastern regions of Canada, particularly Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick.

¢ Blackfoot: Primarily spoken in Montana and Alberta.

Once you select a language, research the dialects and variations within it, as this will
affect your study materials and communication opportunities.

Learning Resources for the Algonquian
Languages

Because Algonquian languages are less commonly taught than many modern global
languages, finding quality learning materials can be a challenge. However, there are
growing resources for learners.

Online Courses and Language Apps

Several universities, cultural organizations, and Indigenous groups have developed online
courses or apps dedicated to Algonquian languages. For instance, platforms offering Cree
or Ojibwe lessons often include audio recordings, grammar explanations, and interactive
exercises to help learners build vocabulary and pronunciation skills.

Textbooks and Dictionaries

Traditional learning tools like textbooks and dictionaries remain invaluable. Look for
resources authored or reviewed by native speakers to ensure authenticity. Many language
books include cultural notes that deepen understanding beyond vocabulary and grammar.

Community Language Programs

Many Indigenous communities host language classes or immersion programs.
Participating in these can be one of the most effective ways to learn, as you interact
directly with fluent speakers and immerse yourself in cultural contexts.



Techniques and Tips on How to Learn Algonquian
Language

Learning any language requires time, dedication, and the right strategies. Here are some
useful tips tailored for Algonquian language learners:

Immerse Yourself in the Language Environment

Engage with audio and video materials such as traditional stories, songs, and
conversations. Listening to native speakers helps attune your ear to pronunciation,
rhythm, and intonation patterns unique to Algonquian languages.

Practice Speaking and Writing Regularly

Even if you are learning independently, practicing speaking aloud and writing helps
reinforce memory and builds confidence. Use flashcards, language journals, or language
exchange partners if available.

Focus on Grammar and Morphology

Algonquian languages are polysynthetic, meaning they use complex word constructions
involving many morphemes (word parts). Understanding how words are built from roots,
prefixes, and suffixes is crucial. Spend time learning verb conjugations, noun classes, and
sentence structures.

Learn Cultural Context Alongside Language

Language and culture are deeply intertwined. Explore Algonquian traditions, stories, and
customs alongside vocabulary to gain a richer, more meaningful grasp of the language.

Be Patient and Consistent

Language revitalization and learning can be challenging, especially with limited resources.
Set realistic goals, celebrate small milestones, and maintain regular study habits to keep
progressing steadily.



Connecting With Indigenous Communities and
Language Advocates

One of the most rewarding aspects of learning Algonquian languages is building
relationships with the communities that speak them. Many Indigenous groups have
language preservation projects, online forums, or cultural events open to learners.
Engaging respectfully with these communities offers access to native speakers, authentic
learning experiences, and cultural exchange.

Moreover, supporting Indigenous-led language initiatives through donations, volunteering,
or spreading awareness helps ensure these languages thrive for future generations.

Using Technology to Support Your Algonquian
Language Learning Journey

Modern technology offers numerous tools to assist your study of Algonquian languages.
Here are some ways to leverage tech:

e Language Learning Apps: Some apps may include Algonquian languages or allow
custom flashcard sets.

¢ Audio Recording Tools: Record your pronunciation and compare it with native
speakers to improve accuracy.

e Social Media Groups: Join Facebook groups or forums dedicated to Algonquian
language learners and speakers.

¢ Online Dictionaries: Many Algonquian languages have digital dictionaries that are
searchable and regularly updated.

With consistent use of these tools, you can create an engaging and multifaceted learning
experience.

Embracing the Journey of Learning Algonquian
Language

Learning an Algonquian language is not merely about memorizing words and grammar;

it’s about connecting to a living heritage and a worldview shaped by thousands of years.
Whether your goal is to reclaim your ancestral tongue or explore linguistic diversity, the
journey is as enriching as the destination.



By choosing your focus language, tapping into available resources, practicing regularly,
and engaging with Indigenous communities, you set yourself on a path that honors these
remarkable languages and their speakers. Remember, learning Algonquian languages is a
meaningful act of preservation and respect—every word you learn echoes a culture’s
resilience and enduring spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to start learning an Algonquian
language?

The best way to start learning an Algonquian language is to identify the specific language
you want to learn, find available resources such as textbooks, online courses, or language
apps, and engage with native speakers or language communities for practice.

Are there any online resources for learning Algonquian
languages?

Yes, there are several online resources including websites, YouTube channels, and apps
dedicated to Algonquian languages like Ojibwe, Cree, and Mi'kmaq. Examples include the
Ojibwe People's Dictionary and various language learning platforms that offer courses or
materials.

How can I practice speaking an Algonquian language if
I don't live near native speakers?

You can practice speaking by joining online language exchange groups, participating in
virtual language classes, using language learning apps with speech recognition, and
connecting with Algonquian language communities on social media platforms.

What are some recommended textbooks or learning
materials for Algonquian languages?

Recommended materials vary by language but may include "Introduction to Ojibwe
Language" by Basil Johnston, "Cree Language Resources" by the University of Alberta, and
community-produced dictionaries or phrasebooks. Checking with local indigenous
organizations can also provide access to authentic materials.

Is it important to learn the culture alongside the
Algonquian language?

Yes, understanding the culture is essential when learning an Algonquian language because
language is deeply tied to cultural practices, worldview, and traditions. This cultural
knowledge enriches language learning and fosters respect for the community.



How long does it typically take to become
conversational in an Algonquian language?

The timeframe varies depending on the learner’s dedication, resources, and exposure.
With regular practice and immersion, it can take several months to a few years to become
conversational in an Algonquian language.

Are there immersion programs available for Algonquian
languages?

Yes, some communities and organizations offer immersion programs, summer camps, Or
language nests for Algonquian languages. These programs provide intensive language
exposure and cultural experiences to help learners gain fluency.

Can I use technology like apps or software to learn an
Algonquian language?

Absolutely. There are apps, online dictionaries, and language learning software designed
for Algonquian languages that include audio recordings, quizzes, and interactive lessons
to aid learning. Combining technology with community interaction enhances proficiency.

Additional Resources

How to Learn Algonquian Language: A Comprehensive Guide to Revitalizing an
Indigenous Tongue

how to learn algonquian language is a question that has gained increasing attention in
recent years, amid growing efforts to preserve and revitalize Indigenous languages across
North America. The Algonquian language family, comprising over 30 distinct but related
languages spoken historically by numerous Indigenous communities from the northeastern
United States to Canada, represents a rich linguistic heritage. Learning any Algonquian
language, whether it be Ojibwe, Cree, Mi’kmagq, or another, requires a nuanced approach
tailored to the unique linguistic structures, cultural contexts, and available resources. This
article explores the pathways, challenges, and strategies for effectively acquiring fluency
in an Algonquian language.

Understanding the Algonquian Language Family

Before delving into methods on how to learn Algonquian language, it is crucial to
appreciate the diversity within the language family. Algonquian languages share common
ancestral roots but vary widely in phonology, grammar, and vocabulary. Some of the most
widely spoken Algonquian languages today include Cree, Ojibwe (Anishinaabe), Blackfoot,
and Mi’kmagq, each associated with distinct Indigenous nations.

The linguistic complexity of Algonquian languages is notable; many are polysynthetic,



meaning words are often composed of many morphemes that convey complex meanings.
This structure contrasts with Indo-European languages, presenting both a fascinating
challenge and a barrier for new learners accustomed to English or French.

Why Learn an Algonquian Language?

Learning an Algonquian language is more than acquiring a new mode of
communication—it is a gateway into cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and
community identity. Language revitalization efforts have gained momentum as Indigenous
communities seek to reverse the effects of colonization and language loss. For non-
Indigenous learners, understanding these languages fosters respect and deeper insight
into Indigenous worldviews.

Approaches to Learning Algonquian Languages

The pathway to learning an Algonquian language varies depending on the specific
language in question, your location, and access to resources. Below, we explore the main
approaches that learners typically follow.

Immersive and Community-Based Learning

One of the most effective methods for language acquisition is immersion. Many Indigenous
communities offer language nests, immersion schools, and cultural programs where
learners can engage directly with fluent speakers. Immersion supports not only linguistic
proficiency but also cultural fluency.

However, access to immersion programs may be limited geographically. For learners
living outside traditional territories, participating in community events, joining language
workshops, or connecting virtually with speakers can provide valuable exposure.

Formal Education and Language Courses

Increasingly, universities and colleges have incorporated Algonquian languages into their
Indigenous Studies or linguistics curricula. These courses often combine linguistic theory
with practical language skills. For instance, several Canadian institutions offer Cree or
Ojibwe language classes.

Formal education offers structured learning, grammar explanations, and academic
support. Nevertheless, the availability of such courses is still limited compared to more
widespread languages, and they may not provide the conversational practice necessary for
fluency.



Self-Study Through Books and Online Resources

For independent learners, a variety of textbooks, grammars, dictionaries, and audio
materials are available. Some popular resources include:

e Ojibwe Language Dictionary and Grammar Guides

e Cree Language Learning Apps and Online Platforms

e Mi’kmaq Phrasebooks and Audio Recordings

Online platforms such as FirstVoices or Algonquian-specific language apps offer
interactive lessons and pronunciation guides. While self-study demands discipline and
motivation, it provides flexible access to language learning.

Challenges and Considerations in Learning
Algonquian Languages

Learning Algonquian languages is not without its challenges. The following factors
influence the learning experience significantly.

Phonological Complexity

Algonquian languages often contain sounds that do not exist in English or other dominant
languages, such as nasal vowels, glottal stops, or unique consonant clusters. Mastering
these phonemes requires dedicated listening practice and sometimes guidance from native
speakers.

Polysynthetic Grammar

The polysynthetic nature means words can be long and morphologically complex. This
demands learners to understand root words as well as numerous affixes that modify
meaning, tense, or subject-object relationships. Traditional language teaching methods
may need adaptation to address this complexity effectively.

Limited Learning Materials

Compared to global languages, Algonquian languages have fewer learning resources.
While this is improving through community initiatives and academic support, learners



often face scarcity of comprehensive textbooks, multimedia tools, or formal classes.

Dialectal Variation

Each Algonquian language features multiple dialects, and pronunciation, vocabulary, or
even grammar may vary significantly. Deciding which dialect to learn depends heavily on
the learner’s goals—whether community integration, academic interest, or cultural
engagement.

Practical Tips for Learning Algonquian Languages

Given the above context, here are some actionable recommendations for learners seeking
to embark on the journey of acquiring an Algonquian language:

1. Identify Your Language and Dialect: Choose the specific Algonquian language
you want to learn, considering your personal, cultural, or academic interests.

2. Engage with Native Speakers: Whenever possible, practice speaking and listening
with fluent speakers to develop authentic pronunciation and cultural understanding.

3. Utilize Multiple Resources: Combine formal courses, self-study materials, audio
tools, and community immersion to build a well-rounded skill set.

4. Focus on Listening and Speaking Early: Prioritize conversational skills to gain
confidence and practical use before delving deeply into grammatical theory.

5. Be Patient and Persistent: Language revitalization is a long-term commitment;
progress may be slow but steady with consistent effort.

Leveraging Technology in Algonquian Language
Learning

Modern technology has become a powerful ally in preserving and learning Indigenous
languages. Mobile apps, online dictionaries, virtual classrooms, and social media groups
allow learners worldwide to connect and practice. Projects like FirstVoices provide digital
archives and interactive tools tailored to Algonquian languages, supporting both beginners
and advanced speakers.

Technology also facilitates the documentation and dissemination of oral traditions, which
are central to Algonquian linguistic heritage. Video storytelling and recording of elders’
narratives preserve pronunciation and context that textbooks cannot capture.



The Role of Cultural Context in Language
Acquisition

Language and culture are intrinsically linked, particularly in Indigenous communities.
Understanding the cultural significance of words, stories, ceremonies, and traditional
practices is essential to truly grasp an Algonquian language. Many concepts embedded in
these languages do not have direct English equivalents and reflect a worldview
intertwined with nature, spirituality, and community values.

Hence, learning an Algonquian language often involves engaging with cultural
content—songs, legends, rituals—that enhance linguistic comprehension and enrich the
learner’s experience.

Community Collaboration and Language Revitalization

Collaborative efforts between linguists, Indigenous communities, and educators are vital
for the survival of Algonquian languages. Language learners are encouraged to support
and participate in such initiatives, which may include language camps, documentation
projects, or curriculum development.

By contributing to the community’s linguistic vitality, learners not only improve their
proficiency but also play a role in sustaining a living language tradition.

As interest in Indigenous languages continues to grow globally, the question of how to
learn Algonquian language highlights broader themes of cultural preservation, identity,
and linguistic diversity. While challenges remain, a combination of community
engagement, technological innovation, and academic support creates promising pathways
for learners dedicated to mastering these complex and beautiful languages.
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how to learn algonquian language: First Languages Of The Americas Pasquale De Marco,
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archaeological evidence. Discover the intricate relationships between languages, revealing shared
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histories and cultural connections. Witness the resilience of Native American communities in their
efforts to maintain their linguistic heritage, celebrating the vital role that languages play in cultural
identity and self-determination. Explore the unique features of specific language families, including
the Algonquian, Iroquoian, Siouan, Uto-Aztecan, Athabaskan, Salishan, Penutian, and Muskogean
languages. Delve into their geographic distribution, historical development, and the diverse cultures
they represent. Examine the impact of colonization and assimilation on Native American languages,
shedding light on the devastating consequences of language loss and the ongoing efforts to revitalize
and reclaim endangered languages. Investigate the role of Native American languages in education,
exploring the importance of incorporating indigenous languages into educational curricula and the
challenges faced in implementing such programs. Look to the future of Native American languages,
considering the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. Discuss the importance of language
preservation, the role of technology in revitalization efforts, and the need for continued support for
Native American communities in their pursuit of linguistic self-determination. First Languages Of
The Americas is an essential resource for linguists, anthropologists, historians, and anyone
interested in the vibrant linguistic tapestry of Native America. Its comprehensive coverage and
engaging narrative make it an invaluable guide to understanding the rich cultural heritage of the
continent's indigenous peoples. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

how to learn algonquian language: ... Bibliography of the Algonquian Languages James
Constantine Pilling, 1891

how to learn algonquian language: The Languages of Native North America Marianne
Mithun, 2001-06-07 This book provides an authoritative survey of the several hundred languages
indigenous to North America. These languages show tremendous genetic and typological diversity,
and offer numerous challenges to current linguistic theory. Part I of the book provides an overview
of structural features of particular interest, concentrating on those that are cross-linguistically
unusual or unusually well developed. These include syllable structure, vowel and consonant
harmony, tone, and sound symbolism; polysynthesis, the nature of roots and affixes, incorporation,
and morpheme order; case; grammatical distinctions of number, gender, shape, control, location,
means, manner, time, empathy, and evidence; and distinctions between nouns and verbs, predicates
and arguments, and simple and complex sentences; and special speech styles. Part II catalogues the
languages by family, listing the location of each language, its genetic affiliation, number of speakers,
major published literature, and structural highlights. Finally, there is a catalogue of languages that
have evolved in contact situations.

how to learn algonquian language: A World of Indigenous Languages Teresa L. McCarty,
Sheilah E. Nicholas, Gillian Wigglesworth, 2019-03-13 Spanning Indigenous settings in Africa, the
Americas, Aotearoa/New Zealand, Australia, Central Asia and the Nordic countries, this book
examines the multifaceted language reclamation work underway by Indigenous peoples throughout
the world. Exploring political, historical, ideological, and pedagogical issues, the book foregrounds
the decolonizing aims of contemporary Indigenous language movements inside and outside of
schools. Many authors explore language reclamation in their own communities. Together, the
authors call for expanded discourses on language planning and policy that embrace Indigenous ways
of knowing and forefront grassroots language reclamation efforts as a force for Indigenous
sovereignty, social justice, and self-determination. This volume will be of interest to scholars,
educators and students in applied linguistics, Ethnic/Indigenous Studies, education, second
language acquisition, and comparative-international education, and to a broader audience of
language educators, revitalizers and policymakers.

how to learn algonquian language: Resources in Education , 1995-04

how to learn algonquian language: Language in Danger Andrew Dalby, 2003 Every two
weeks the world loses another indigenous language. Evolving over hundreds or even thousands of
years, distinct languages are highly complex and extremely adaptable, but they are also more fragile
and endangered than we might expect. Of the approximately 5,000 languages spoken around the
globe today, Andrew Dalby predicts that half will be lost during this century. How will this linguistic



extinction affect our lives? Is there a possibility that humanity will become a monolingual species?
Should we care? Language in Danger is an unsettling historical investigation into the disappearance
of languages and the consequences that future generations may face. Whether describing the effects
of Latin's displacement of native languages in the aftermath of Rome's imperial expansion or the
aggressive extermination of hundreds of indigenous North American languages through a brutal
policy of forcing Native Americans to learn English, Dalby reveals that linguistic extinction has
traditionally occurred as a result of economic inequality, political oppression, and even genocide.
Bringing this historical perspective to bear on the uncertain fate of hundreds of pocket
cultures-cultures whose languages are endangered by less obvious threats, such as multinational
economic forces, immigration, nationalism, and global telecommunications--Language in Danger
speaks out against the progressive silencing of our world's irreplaceable voices. More than an
uncompromising account of the decline of linguistic diversity, Language in Danger explains why
humanity must protect its many unique voices. Since all languages represent different ways of
perceiving, mapping, and classifying the world, they act as repositories for cultural traditions and
localized knowledge. The growing trend toward linguistic standardization--for example, politically
designated national languages--threatens the existence of more marginalized cultures and ethnic
customs, leaving only a few dominant tongues. The resulting languages become less flexible,
nuanced, and inventive as they grow increasingly homogenized. Dalby argues that humanity needs
linguistic variety not only to communicate, but to sustain and enhance our understanding of the
world. People do not simply invent words out of thin air: our creativity and intelligence are, to a
significant degree, dependent on other languages and alternate ways of interpreting the world.
When languages intermix, they borrow and feed off each other, and this convergence catalyzes the
human imagination, making us more intelligent and adaptable beings.

how to learn algonquian language: Born in the Blood Brian Swann, 2011 An anthology of
essays on the translation of Native American languages and literatures by top scholars in the field.

how to learn algonquian language: Atlas of Languages of Intercultural Communication in the
Pacific, Asia, and the Americas Stephen A. Wurm, Peter Muhlhausler, Darrell T. Tryon, 2011-02-11
“An absolutely unique work in linguistics publishing - full of beautiful maps and authoritative
accounts of well-known and little-known language encounters. Essential reading (and map-viewing)
for students of language contact with a global perspective.” Prof. Dr. Martin Haspelmath,
Max-Planck-Institut fur Evolutionare Anthropologie The two text volumes cover a large geographical
area, including Australia, New Zealand, Melanesia, South -East Asia (Insular and Continental),
Oceania, the Philippines, Taiwan, Korea, Mongolia, Central Asia, the Caucasus Area, Siberia, Arctic
Areas, Canada, Northwest Coast and Alaska, United States Area, Mexico, Central America, and
South America. The Atlas is a detailed, far-reaching handbook of fundamental importance, dealing
with a large number of diverse fields of knowledge, with the reported facts based on sound scholarly
research and scientific findings, but presented in a form intelligible to non-specialists and educated
lay persons in general.

how to learn algonquian language: The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England Sarah
Rivett, 2012-12-01 The Science of the Soul challenges long-standing notions of Puritan provincialism
as antithetical to the Enlightenment. Sarah Rivett demonstrates that, instead, empiricism and
natural philosophy combined with Puritanism to transform the scope of religious activity in colonial
New England from the 1630s to the Great Awakening of the 1740s. In an unprecedented move,
Puritan ministers from Thomas Shepard and John Eliot to Cotton Mather and Jonathan Edwards
studied the human soul using the same systematic methods that philosophers applied to the study of
nature. In particular, they considered the testimonies of tortured adolescent girls at the center of the
Salem witch trials, Native American converts, and dying women as a source of material insight into
the divine. Conversions and deathbed speeches were thus scrutinized for evidence of grace in a way
that bridged the material and the spiritual, the visible and the invisible, the worldly and the divine.
In this way, the science of the soul was as much a part of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
natural philosophy as it was part of post-Reformation theology. Rivett's account restores the unity of




religion and science in the early modern world and highlights the role and importance of both to
transatlantic circuits of knowledge formation.

how to learn algonquian language: How English Became the Global Language D.
Northrup, 2013-03-20 In this book, the first written about the globalization of the English language
by a professional historian, the exploration of English's global ascendancy receives its proper
historical due. This brief, accessible volume breaks new ground in its organization, emphasis on
causation, and conclusions.

how to learn algonquian language: Translation and Migration Moira Inghilleri, 2016-12-08
Translation and Migration examines the ways in which the presence or absence of translation in
situations of migratory movement has currently and historically shaped social, cultural and economic
relations between groups and individuals. Acts of cultural and linguistic translation are discussed
through a rich variety of illustrative literary, ethnographic, visual and historical materials, also
taking in issues of multiculturalism, assimilation, and hybridity analytically re-framed. This is key
reading for students undertaking Translation Studies courses, and will also be of interest to
researchers in sociology, cultural studies, anthropology and migration studies.

how to learn algonquian language: The 17th and 18th Centuries Frank N. Magill,
2013-09-13 Each volume of the Dictionary of World Biography contains 250 entries on the lives of
the individuals who shaped their times and left their mark on world history. This is not a who's who.
Instead, each entry provides an in-depth essay on the life and career of the individual concerned.
Essays commence with a quick reference section that provides basic facts on the individual's life and
achievements. The extended biography places the life and works of the individual within an
historical context, and the summary at the end of each essay provides a synopsis of the individual's
place in history. All entries conclude with a fully annotated bibliography.

how to learn algonquian language: Fifty Key Thinkers on Language and Linguistics
Margaret Ann Thomas, 2011 What was the first language, and where did it come from? Do all
languages have properties in common? What is the relationship of language to thought? Fifty Key
Thinkers on Language and Linguistics explores how fifty of the most influential figures in the field
have asked and have responded to classic questions about language. Each entry includes a
discussion of the person's life, work and ideas as well as the historical context and an analysis of his
or her lasting contributions. Thinkers include: Aristotle Samuel Johnson Friedrich Max Miiller
Ferdinand de Saussure Joseph H. Greenberg Noam Chomsky Fully cross-referenced and with useful
guides to further reading, this is an ideal introduction to the thinkers who have had a significant
impact on the subject of Language and Linguistics.

how to learn algonquian language: Words of Wonder Nicholas Evans, 2022-06-02 A gripping
and moving text which explores the wealth of human language diversity, how deeply it matters, and
how we can best turn the tide of language endangerment In the new, thoroughly revised second
edition of Words of Wonder: Endangered Languages and What They Tell Us, Second Edition
(formerly called Dying Words: Endangered Languages and What They Have to Tell Us), renowned
scholar Nicholas Evans delivers an accessible and incisive text covering the impact of mass language
endangerment. The distinguished author explores issues surrounding the preservation of indigenous
languages, including the best and most effective ways to respond to the challenge of recording and
documenting fragile oral traditions while they’re still with us. This latest edition offers an entirely
new chapter on new developments in language revitalisation, including the impact of technology on
language archiving, the use of social media, and autodocumentation by speakers. It also includes a
number of new sections on how recent developments in language documentation give us a fuller
picture of human linguistic diversity. Seeking to answer the question of why widespread linguistic
diversity exists in the first place, the book weaves in portraits of individual “last speakers” and
anecdotes about linguists and their discoveries. It provides access to a companion website with
sound files and embedded video clips of various languages mentioned in the text. It also offers: A
thorough introduction to the astonishing diversity of the world’s languages Comprehensive
exploration of how the study of living languages can help us understand deep human history,



including the decipherment of unknown texts in ancient languages Discussions of the intertwining of
language, culture and thought, including both fieldwork and experimental studies An introduction to
the dazzling beauty and variety of oral literature across a range of endangered languages In-depth
examinations of the transformative effect of new technology on language documentation and
revitalisation Perfect for undergraduate and graduate students studying language endangerment
and preservation and for any reader who wants to discover what the full diversity of the world’s
languages has to teach us, Words of Wonder: Endangered Languages and What They Tell Us,
Second Edition, will earn a place in the libraries of linguistics, anthropology, and sociology scholars
with a professional or personal interest in endangered languages and in the full wealth of the
world’s languages.

how to learn algonquian language: The Cambridge Handbook of Endangered Languages
Peter K. Austin, Julia Sallabank, 2011-03-24 1t is generally agreed that about 7,000 languages are
spoken across the world today and at least half may no longer be spoken by the end of this century.
This state-of-the-art Handbook examines the reasons behind this dramatic loss of linguistic diversity,
why it matters, and what can be done to document and support endangered languages. The volume
is relevant not only to researchers in language endangerment, language shift and language death,
but to anyone interested in the languages and cultures of the world. It is accessible both to
specialists and non-specialists: researchers will find cutting-edge contributions from acknowledged
experts in their fields, while students, activists and other interested readers will find a wealth of
readable yet thorough and up-to-date information.

how to learn algonquian language: Multicultural America Carlos E. Cortés, 2013-08-15
This comprehensive title is among the first to extensively use newly released 2010 U.S. Census data
to examine multiculturalism today and tomorrow in America. This distinction is important
considering the following NPR report by Eyder Peralta: “Based on the first national numbers
released by the Census Bureau, the AP reports that minorities account for 90 percent of the total
U.S. growth since 2000, due to immigration and higher birth rates for Latinos.” According to John
Logan, a Brown University sociologist who has analyzed most of the census figures, “The futures of
most metropolitan areas in the country are contingent on how attractive they are to Hispanic and
Asian populations.” Both non-Hispanic whites and blacks are getting older as a group. “These groups
are tending to fade out,” he added. Another demographer, William H. Frey with the Brookings
Institution, told The Washington Post that this has been a pivotal decade. “We’re pivoting from a
white-black-dominated American population to one that is multiracial and multicultural.”
Multicultural America: A Multimedia Encyclopedia explores this pivotal moment and its
ramifications with more than 900 signed entries not just providing a compilation of specific ethnic
groups and their histories but also covering the full spectrum of issues flowing from the increasingly
multicultural canvas that is America today. Pedagogical elements include an introduction, a thematic
reader’s guide, a chronology of multicultural milestones, a glossary, a resource guide to key books,
journals, and Internet sites, and an appendix of 2010 U.S. Census Data. Finally, the electronic
version will be the only reference work on this topic to augment written entries with multimedia for
today’s students, with 100 videos (with transcripts) from Getty Images and Video Vault, the Agence
France Press, and Sky News, as reviewed by the media librarian of the Rutgers University Libraries,
working in concert with the title’s editors.

how to learn algonquian language: Otter’s Journey through Indigenous Language and Law
Lindsay Keegitah Borrows, 2018-03-01 Storytelling has the capacity to address feelings and
demonstrate themes - to illuminate beyond argument and theoretical exposition. In Otter’s Journey,
Borrows makes use of the Anishinaabe tradition of storytelling to explore how the work in
Indigenous language revitalization can inform the emerging field of Indigenous legal revitalization.
She follows Otter, a dodem (clan) relation from the Chippewas of Nawash First Nation, on a journey
across Anishinaabe, Inuit, Maori, Coast Salish, and Abenaki territories, through a narrative of
Indigenous resurgence. In doing so, she reveals that the processes, philosophies, and practices
flowing from Indigenous languages and laws can emerge from under the layers of colonial laws,



policies, and languages to become guiding principles in people’s contemporary lives.

how to learn algonquian language: Encyclopedia of New Hampshire Indians Donald
Ricky, 2000-01-01 There is a great deal of information on the native peoples of the United States,
which exists largely in national publications. Since much of Native American history occurred before
statehood, there is a need for information on Native Americans of the region to fully understand the
history and culture of the native peoples that occupied New Hampshire and the surrounding areas.
The first section is contains an overview of early history of the state and region. The second section
contains an A to Z dictionary of tribal articles and biographies of noteworthy Native Americans that
have contributed to the history of New Hampshire. The third section contains several selections
from the classic book, A Century of Dishonor, which details the history of broken promises made to
the tribes throughout the country during the early history of America. The fourth section offers the
publishers opinion on the government dealings with the Native Americans, in addition to a
summation of government tactics that were used to achieve the suppression of the Native
Americans.

how to learn algonquian language: Encyclopedia of Vermont Indians Donald Ricky,
2000-01-01 There is a great deal of information on the native peoples of the United States, which
exists largely in national publications. Since much of Native American history occurred before
statehood, there is a need for information on Native Americans of the region to fully understand the
history and culture of the native peoples that occupied Vermont and the surrounding areas. The first
section is contains an overview of early history of the state and region. The second section contains
an A to Z dictionary of tribal articles and biographies of noteworthy Native Americans that have
contributed to the history of Vermont.

how to learn algonquian language: Encyclopedia of Rhode Island Indians Donald Ricky,
2001-01-01 There is a great deal of information on the native peoples of the United States, which
exists largely in national publications. Since much of Native American history occurred before
statehood, there is a need for information on Native Americans of the region to fully understand the
history and culture of the native peoples that occupied Rhode Island and the surrounding areas. The
first section is contains an overview of early history of the state and region. The second section
contains an A to Z dictionary of tribal articles and biographies of noteworthy Native Americans that
have contributed to the history of Rhode Island. The third section contains several selections from
the classic book, A Century of Dishonor, which details the history of broken promises made to the
tribes throughout the country during the early history of America. The fourth section offers the
publishers opinion on the government dealings with the Native Americans, in addition to a
summation of government tactics that were used to achieve the suppression of the Native
Americans.
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