
palestine red crescent society
Palestine Red Crescent Society: A Lifeline of Hope and Humanitarian Aid

palestine red crescent society stands as a beacon of hope and resilience in a
region marked by ongoing conflict and humanitarian challenges. Established to
provide critical medical and emergency services, this organization plays a
pivotal role in supporting the Palestinian people through healthcare
provision, disaster response, and community support initiatives.
Understanding the work and impact of the Palestine Red Crescent Society sheds
light on the vital humanitarian efforts that sustain lives and foster
resilience amid adversity.

The Origins and Mission of the Palestine Red
Crescent Society

The Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) was founded in 1968 as a response
to the growing need for organized medical and humanitarian services within
Palestinian territories. Rooted in the principles of the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the PRCS operates with a mission to
alleviate human suffering, protect life and health, and uphold human dignity
regardless of nationality, race, or political affiliation.

At its core, the Palestine Red Crescent Society embodies the spirit of
humanitarian aid by focusing on emergency medical services, health education,
and community outreach. Its commitment to impartiality and neutrality has
enabled it to operate in complex and often dangerous environments, providing
essential care to those affected by conflict, displacement, and poverty.

Core Services and Humanitarian Impact

Emergency Medical Services and Ambulance Network

One of the most crucial roles of the Palestine Red Crescent Society is
operating a comprehensive ambulance network throughout the West Bank, Gaza
Strip, and East Jerusalem. These ambulances serve as lifelines for
Palestinians needing urgent medical attention, especially in areas where
access to hospitals is restricted due to checkpoints or conflict-related
barriers.

The PRCS ambulance crews are trained to provide advanced pre-hospital care,
often in perilous situations. Their ability to navigate through challenging
environments, including during military incursions or natural disasters,



makes their service invaluable. Beyond transportation, they offer immediate
medical interventions that can save lives before reaching a healthcare
facility.

Healthcare Facilities and Community Clinics

In addition to emergency response, the Palestine Red Crescent Society manages
a network of primary healthcare centers and clinics. These facilities offer a
range of medical services including maternal and child healthcare,
vaccination programs, chronic disease management, and psychological support.

These clinics play a vital role in areas where access to governmental health
services is limited or overburdened. By providing affordable and accessible
healthcare, the PRCS helps improve public health outcomes and reduce the
strain on hospitals.

Psychosocial Support and Rehabilitation Programs

The mental health impact of ongoing conflict and displacement in Palestinian
territories cannot be overstated. Recognizing this, the Palestine Red
Crescent Society has developed psychosocial support programs aimed at helping
individuals cope with trauma, stress, and loss.

These programs include counseling services, community support groups, and
specialized care for vulnerable groups such as children, women, and the
elderly. Rehabilitation services also focus on helping injured individuals
regain mobility and improve their quality of life through physical therapy
and prosthetic support.

Challenges Faced by the Palestine Red Crescent
Society

Operating in a politically unstable region presents the Palestine Red
Crescent Society with unique and persistent challenges. These obstacles
affect not only their ability to deliver aid but also the safety and well-
being of their staff and volunteers.

Access Restrictions and Movement Limitations

One of the most significant hurdles is the restriction of movement imposed by
checkpoints, blockades, and military operations. Ambulances and medical
personnel often face delays or denial of passage, which can be a matter of



life and death for patients in critical condition.

Such restrictions complicate the coordination of emergency responses and the
delivery of medical supplies, stretching the organization’s resources and
impacting the timeliness of care.

Funding and Resource Constraints

Like many humanitarian organizations, the Palestine Red Crescent Society
relies heavily on international donations, grants, and partnerships. However,
fluctuating political support and economic instability in the region create
ongoing funding challenges.

Limited resources affect the ability to maintain and expand healthcare
facilities, procure medical equipment, and sustain emergency services.
Despite these difficulties, the PRCS continues to innovate and mobilize
community support to maximize its impact.

Security Risks for Medical Staff

The frontline nature of the Palestine Red Crescent Society’s work places its
staff and volunteers in harm’s way. Medical teams often operate in conflict
zones, facing risks of injury, detention, or harassment.

Maintaining neutrality and adhering to international humanitarian law is
essential, yet not always respected by all parties involved in the conflict.
The PRCS advocates for the protection of medical personnel and facilities,
emphasizing their critical role as neutral actors.

Global Partnerships and Support Networks

The Palestine Red Crescent Society is part of the wider International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which includes the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC). These partnerships facilitate knowledge exchange,
capacity building, and emergency coordination on a global scale.

International Aid and Collaborative Projects

Through collaboration with international organizations, the PRCS gains access
to technical expertise, funding, and humanitarian supplies. Joint projects
often focus on disaster preparedness, health education campaigns, and
emergency medical training.



These partnerships enhance the PRCS’s operational capabilities and help it
respond more effectively to crises, whether they arise from conflict, natural
disasters, or public health emergencies like pandemics.

Community Engagement and Volunteerism

Another vital aspect of the Palestine Red Crescent Society’s success is its
strong community engagement. The organization relies heavily on volunteers
who are deeply connected to their communities and understand the local
context.

Volunteer programs not only expand the PRCS’s reach but also foster a culture
of solidarity and resilience. Training volunteers in first aid, emergency
response, and health awareness empowers communities to take active roles in
their own well-being.

The Role of the Palestine Red Crescent Society
in Times of Crisis

In times of escalated conflict or humanitarian crises, the Palestine Red
Crescent Society’s role becomes even more critical. Whether responding to
outbreaks of violence, natural calamities, or public health emergencies, the
PRCS serves as a front-line responder.

Medical Response During Conflicts

During periods of intense conflict, the PRCS coordinates emergency medical
services, ensuring that injured civilians and combatants receive timely
treatment. This often involves setting up field hospitals, providing
emergency supplies, and coordinating evacuations under extremely difficult
conditions.

Public Health Campaigns and Disease Control

Beyond emergency care, the Palestine Red Crescent Society actively
participates in public health campaigns aimed at disease prevention and
control. Vaccination drives, hygiene promotion, and health education are
critical components of these initiatives, especially in overcrowded refugee
camps and underserved areas.



Disaster Preparedness and Resilience Building

The PRCS emphasizes disaster preparedness by training communities and medical
personnel in disaster risk reduction and emergency planning. These efforts
help mitigate the impact of future crises and build local capacities to
respond effectively.

Supporting the Palestine Red Crescent Society:
How You Can Help

Given the immense challenges and critical services provided by the Palestine
Red Crescent Society, supporting their work is a meaningful way to contribute
to humanitarian relief in the region.

Donations: Financial contributions help sustain medical services,
procure essential supplies, and implement community programs.

Volunteerism: Individuals with medical or logistical skills can explore
volunteer opportunities or support awareness campaigns from abroad.

Advocacy: Raising awareness about the situation in Palestine and the
work of the PRCS can encourage more support from governments and
international organizations.

Partnerships: Organizations and institutions can collaborate with the
PRCS on projects that align with humanitarian goals.

Every form of support strengthens the society’s capacity to serve those in
need and uphold the fundamental principles of humanity.

The Palestine Red Crescent Society remains a cornerstone of humanitarian aid
in Palestinian territories, embodying courage and compassion amid adversity.
Its tireless efforts to provide medical care, support vulnerable populations,
and promote community resilience continue to inspire hope and save lives
every day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Palestine Red Crescent Society?
The Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) is a humanitarian organization that
provides emergency medical services, disaster relief, and health education in



the occupied Palestinian territories.

When was the Palestine Red Crescent Society
established?
The Palestine Red Crescent Society was established in 1968 to serve the
medical and humanitarian needs of Palestinians.

What are the main services provided by the Palestine
Red Crescent Society?
The PRCS provides ambulance services, first aid, emergency medical care,
blood donation drives, disaster response, and health awareness programs.

How does the Palestine Red Crescent Society support
communities during crises?
During crises, the PRCS offers emergency medical assistance, facilitates
evacuations, distributes relief supplies, and supports hospitals and clinics
in affected areas.

Is the Palestine Red Crescent Society recognized
internationally?
Yes, the PRCS is recognized by the International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies and is part of the global humanitarian network.

How can volunteers contribute to the Palestine Red
Crescent Society?
Volunteers can contribute by assisting in first aid training, participating
in emergency response teams, supporting blood donation campaigns, and helping
with community health programs.

What challenges does the Palestine Red Crescent
Society face in its operations?
The PRCS faces challenges such as restrictions on movement, limited access to
certain areas, scarcity of medical supplies, and political instability that
impact its ability to deliver services effectively.

Additional Resources
Palestine Red Crescent Society: A Lifeline Amidst Adversity



palestine red crescent society stands as a pivotal humanitarian organization
within the Palestinian territories, offering critical medical and emergency
services amid a landscape marked by political conflict, economic hardship,
and social challenges. Established in 1968, the society has evolved into the
primary provider of emergency medical aid, blood donation services, and
community health programs for Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and
East Jerusalem. This article delves into the multifaceted role of the
Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS), examining its operational scope,
organizational challenges, and its broader impact on Palestinian healthcare
infrastructure.

Historical Context and Organizational Overview

The Palestine Red Crescent Society was founded with the aim of delivering
impartial medical aid to those in need, irrespective of political or social
affiliation. As a member of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC), PRCS aligns itself with the global humanitarian
principles of neutrality, impartiality, and independence. However, unlike
many national societies, PRCS operates in a territorially and politically
complex environment, navigating restrictions imposed by the ongoing Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

From its inception, PRCS has been responsible for operating ambulance
services, first aid stations, and hospitals that cater to a population facing
frequent crises due to military operations, blockades, and internal strife.
Over the decades, the society has expanded its programs to include health
education, psychosocial support, and disaster preparedness, reflecting an
adaptive approach to the evolving needs of Palestinian communities.

Scope of Services and Operational Reach

The Palestine Red Crescent Society’s portfolio encompasses a broad range of
humanitarian services, structured to provide comprehensive emergency medical
assistance and community health support. The core services include:

Emergency Ambulance Services: PRCS runs one of the largest ambulance
networks in the occupied Palestinian territories, transporting thousands
of patients annually under challenging conditions.

Hospital and Clinic Management: The society administers several
healthcare facilities, including hospitals in Gaza and the West Bank,
offering inpatient and outpatient care.

Blood Transfusion Services: PRCS operates blood banks crucial for
surgeries, trauma care, and maternal health services.



First Aid Training and Public Health Education: The organization
conducts extensive training programs aimed at empowering communities to
manage health emergencies.

Psychosocial Support: Recognizing the psychological toll of conflict,
PRCS offers counseling and mental health services to affected
populations.

Despite resource constraints, PRCS’s ambulance services have been lauded for
their rapid response times and dedication in areas often inaccessible to
other medical providers. This operational reach is vital given the frequent
restrictions on movement within the territories, which can delay or prevent
access to emergency care.

Challenges Facing the Palestine Red Crescent Society

Operating within the occupied Palestinian territories imposes unique and
substantial challenges on the Palestine Red Crescent Society. These
challenges can be categorized into political, logistical, and resource-based
factors:

Movement Restrictions: Israeli-imposed checkpoints, roadblocks, and1.
permit requirements severely hamper the society’s ability to deliver
timely medical aid and transfer patients between locations.

Funding Constraints: PRCS largely depends on international donors,2.
including governments and NGOs, to finance its operations. Political
tensions often affect the consistency and volume of funding, leading to
gaps in service delivery.

Security Risks: Medical personnel and facilities are frequently exposed3.
to risks during escalations of violence, including targeting or
collateral damage in conflict zones.

Infrastructure Limitations: Due to ongoing conflict and economic4.
blockade, access to medical supplies, ambulances, and advanced equipment
is often restricted or delayed.

These challenges not only limit the scope of PRCS’s services but also place
immense pressure on staff and volunteers who operate under constant threat
and uncertainty.



Comparative Analysis with Other Red Crescent
Societies

When compared with other national Red Crescent societies operating in
relatively stable environments—such as those in Jordan or Turkey—the
Palestine Red Crescent Society confronts a significantly harsher operational
reality. While all Red Crescent organizations share a humanitarian mandate,
PRCS’s activities are uniquely shaped by:

Geopolitical Constraints: Unlike societies that operate within sovereign
states, PRCS functions without full autonomy over its territorial
jurisdiction, impacting logistics and governance.

Resource Scarcity: The blockade on Gaza and economic limitations in the
West Bank restrict access to medical technologies and pharmaceuticals,
unlike better-resourced counterparts.

Human Capital Challenges: Brain drain and limited training opportunities
affect the recruitment and retention of qualified medical staff.

Despite these hurdles, PRCS has managed to maintain a commendable standard of
emergency and health services, often through innovative community engagement
and the mobilization of volunteers.

Partnerships and International Support

International cooperation plays a pivotal role in sustaining the Palestine
Red Crescent Society’s operations. Partnerships with entities such as the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), United Nations agencies, and
various international NGOs provide essential financial aid, training, and
logistical support. For instance, collaboration with the ICRC facilitates
safe passage for medical personnel in conflict zones and supports
rehabilitation programs for victims of violence.

Moreover, PRCS’s membership in the IFRC network enables knowledge exchange
and capacity-building initiatives that enhance its emergency response
capabilities. International donors also contribute to infrastructure
projects, including the renovation of hospitals and procurement of
ambulances.

Social Impact and Community Engagement

Beyond emergency medical services, the Palestine Red Crescent Society plays a



significant role in fostering resilience within Palestinian communities. Its
health education campaigns target prevalent issues such as maternal and child
health, chronic disease management, and epidemic prevention. In a region
where healthcare access is fragmented, PRCS’s outreach programs contribute to
improved public health outcomes.

Furthermore, the organization’s psychosocial support services address the
mental health crisis intensified by years of conflict. By offering
counseling, trauma therapy, and community support groups, PRCS helps mitigate
the psychological effects of displacement, violence, and economic hardship.

Volunteerism and Capacity Building

A cornerstone of PRCS’s effectiveness lies in its extensive volunteer
network. Volunteers not only extend the society’s reach into remote or
underserved areas but also foster local ownership of health initiatives.
Training programs for volunteers encompass first aid, disaster response, and
community health promotion, which are critical for sustaining services amid
fluctuating circumstances.

Investments in capacity building also focus on developing leadership within
the organization, ensuring that it remains adaptive and able to meet future
challenges.

The Palestine Red Crescent Society continues to be an indispensable actor
within the humanitarian landscape of the Middle East. Its commitment to
delivering medical aid under exceptionally difficult conditions exemplifies
resilience and dedication, underscoring the broader struggle to uphold human
dignity amidst protracted conflict.
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conditions. Based on extensive archival and ethnographic field research, Life Lived in Relief offers a
comprehensive account of the Palestinian refugee experience living with humanitarian assistance in
many spaces and across multiple generations. By exploring the complex world constituted through
humanitarianism, and how that world is experienced by the many people who inhabit it, Feldman
asks pressing questions about what it means for a temporary status to become chronic. How do
people in these conditions assert the value of their lives? What does the Palestinian situation tell us
about the world? Life Lived in Relief is essential reading for anyone interested in the history and
practice of humanitarianism today.
  palestine red crescent society: Humanitarianism and Media Johannes Paulmann,
2018-12-17 From Christian missionary publications to the media strategies employed by today’s
NGOs, this interdisciplinary collection explores the entangled histories of humanitarianism and
media. It traces the emergence of humanitarian imagery in the West and investigates how the
meanings of suffering and aid have been constructed in a period of evolving mass communication,
demonstrating the extent to which many seemingly new phenomena in fact have long historical
legacies. Ultimately, the critical histories collected here help to challenge existing asymmetries and
help those who advocate a new cosmopolitan consciousness recognizing the dignity and rights of
others.
  palestine red crescent society: Live from Palestine Nancy Stohlman, Laurieann Aladin, 2003
The only book presenting the new international movement to end the occupation in Palestine.
  palestine red crescent society: Women and Conflict in the Middle East Maria Holt,
2013-11-27 Women in conflict zones face a wide range of violence from a variety of sources: from
physical and psychological trauma to political, economic and social disadvantage. Maria Holt uses
her research gathered in the Palestinian refugee camps of Lebanon and in the West Bank to look at
the forms and effects of violence suffered by women in the context of the wider conflict around
them. After the creation of the State of Israel in 1948, Palestinian refugees fled over the border into
Lebanon, and in the wake of tumult in other host states, such as Jordan, many more sought refuge
there. Today more than 400,000 Palestinians reside in Lebanon, and the theme of violence is one
that informs their daily life. Holt explores these varying forms of violence, including physical
personal violence and the violence of war as well as the more symbolic violence of the disintegration
of daily life and erasure of homeland, furthermore highlighting ongoing exclusion and isolation
Palestinians are subjected to by the Lebanese state. Nevertheless, this condition of being - but not
belonging - in Lebanon has influenced refugees' perceptions of themselves. Holt therefore analyses
the daily life of Palestinians, recognising the unique community that has emerged in response to
exile. In an atmosphere of violence, these refugees find coping mechanisms and appropriate
strategies to counter the pressures of conflict. Adherence to religious belief and valued traditional
practices, as well as involvement in political and welfare activities and, on occasion, militant
activism, are some of the methods employed by women. With its systematic examination of forms of
violence as well as an appreciation of daily life in the refugee camps, Women and Conflict in the
Middle East makes essential reading for students of the Israel-Palestine conflict as well as those
interested in the gender dimension of violence.
  palestine red crescent society: The Real Axis of Evil Stephen Kaposi, 2004-09 In The Real Axis
of Evil, author Stephen Kaposi has utilised extensive research to provide a tough and
uncompromising indictment of the US invasion of Iraq, Western imperialism, globalisation, the
Israeli treatment of the Palestinians and the Police State being created in the name of security. He
reveals clearly how the mainstream media has provided a pro-establishment coverage to convince
people of the need for war and increased security measures that are intended to control their
populations. He demolishes the facades of George W. Bush and Tony Blair to reveal dangerous war
makers intent on controlling the world and destroying opposition to their new Empires. He shows
why Iraq has descended into chaos by revealing the extraordinary level of opposition to America, not
just in Iraq, but around the world. The Real Axis of Evil is the necessary perspective to the sanitised,
pro-American image the mainstream media has built to deceive people of the real world situation.



The Real Axis of Evil provides the truths that the government and their media allies don't want you
to know, and do their best to cover up.
  palestine red crescent society: Where the Road Leads Jean E Calder, 2011-03-01 For almost
three decades, Jean Calder has been working with children with disabilities in Lebanon, Egypt and
the Gaza Strip. In 1981 Jean Calder left a comfortable life in Queensland and a respected academic
career to work as a volunteer in Lebanon. When the war broke out and many foreigners fled, Jean
stayed and cared for a group of children in Beirut. They spent weeks sleeping on floors, sheltering
under a hospital staircase and being held at gunpoint. Three of these children wood change the
course of her life forever. Jean has made her home in the Gaza Strip, where she deals each day with
the ongoing fighting. Yet for the last ten years she has built up a rehabilitiation program that has
improved the lives of hundreds of children with disabilities. In 2005 her outstanding work was
recognised when she received our highest civilian honour, the Companion of the Order of Australia.
In WHERE THE ROAD LEADS Jean shares her life story and offers a rare insight into the daily
existence of people in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Motivated by a passionate desire to help
those around her, Jean brings hope to people living in some of the most dangerous areas of the
Middle East.
  palestine red crescent society: Sanctuary And Survival Rex Brynen, 2019-07-11 This book
analyses the Palestine Liberation Organization's (PLO) Lebanese era and its aftermath, of the
changing position of the Palestinian nationalist movement in Lebanon. It presents the PLO's efforts
to maintain for itself a secure political and military base of operations in Lebanon.
  palestine red crescent society: Palestina Víctor de Currea Lugo, 2005 Coeditado con Acsur
las Segovias. Palestina, el muro y el derecho internacional han confluido muchas veces en los
debates sobre política internacional de los últimos meses en torno a la situación del Oriente Medio,
especialmente en Palestina y en Iraq. El proceso legal contra el muro en la Corte Internacional de
Justicia parece haberse transformado en el plan de desconexión de Gaza, en el cual no sólo se
reafirma la intención de terminar el muro, sino de mantener la política de asentamientos en
Cisjordania. Entre ambas posiciones se encuentra el documento de la Oficina de Asuntos
Humanitarios de las Naciones Unidas sobre el muro y su impacto, en el que claramente se recogen
los argumentos de seguridad y lucha contra el terrorismo, presentados por Israel para justificar el
muro, y donde incluso se llega a decir que la población afectada por la “barrera” son 49.000
palestinos y 170.100 colonos israelíes. Existe pues un doble discurso en las Naciones Unidas, el que
reconoce el derecho de los palestinos y otro, que determina la práctica la práctica cotidiana de las
Naciones Unidas y niega sus propios principios. En este contexto, ¿puede el derecho internacional
ayudar realmente en algo a la justicia en Palestina? A esta desafiante pregunta respecto a la eficacia
del derecho internacional Victor de Currea-Lugo pretende responder con este libro. Victor de
Currea-Lugo es cirujano, Ph.D. y especialisa en derechos humanos. Ha participado en
organizaciones no gubernamentales en Colombia, España, Suecia y Palestina; y ha sido profesor
invitado en varias universidades colombianas y europeas, autor, entre otros títulos, de: De la
violencia y otras costumbres (1997), Derecho Internacional Humanitario y sector salud (1999) y La
salud como derecho humano (2005). Coautor, con Francisco Rey de El debate humanitario (Icaria y
MSF, 2002).
  palestine red crescent society: Raising Dust Nicholas Rowe, 2010-04-30 Dance in Palestine
has a history as complex and contentious as the land itself. Whether dismissed as bacchantic
madness by Bible tourists in the 19th Century, revived and glorified by Zionists, Pan-Arabists and
Palestinian Nationalists in the 20th Century, or rejected by Islamic Reformists in the 21st Century,
dance in Palestine has a rich and elusive story that remains to be told. 'Raising Dust' traces one
dancer's journey into Palestine's past and present. Through historical archives, the memories of
dancers of yesteryear and into today's vibrant performing arts scene, Nicholas Rowe shows how
dance has acted as a barometer of social change, a forum for debate and a means of expressing
forbidden ideas. Far from apolitical, this most physical of art forms has often defined the political
mood of the day. Sumptuously illustrated, the author provides a unique, rare and compelling cultural



history of dance in Palestine.
  palestine red crescent society: The Palestinians Cheryl Rubenberg, 2003 A forceful,
penetrating critique of the Oslo Accordsand their devastating aftermath.
  palestine red crescent society: Official Report of Debates Council of Europe: Parliamentary
Assembly, 2003-03-14
  palestine red crescent society: Beyond Chutzpah Norman G. Finkelstein, 2020-05-05 In
Beyond Chutzpah, Norman Finkelstein moves from an iconoclastic interrogation of the new
anti-Semitism to a meticulously researched expos of the corruption of scholarship on the
Israel-Palestine conflict, especially in the work of Alan Dershowitz. Pointing to a consensus among
historians and human rights organizations on the factual record, Finkelstein argues that so much
controversy continues to swirl around the conflict because apologists for Israel contrive it. This
paperback edition includes a new preface examining recent developments in the Israel-Palestine
conflict and the misuse of anti-semitism, and a new chapter analysing the controversy surrounding
Israel's construction of the West Bank wall.
  palestine red crescent society: Local Actions Melissa Checker, Maggie Fishman, 2004-02-25
Activism is alive and well in the United States, according to Melissa Checker and Maggie Fishman. It
exists on large and small scales and thrives in unexpected places. Finding activism in backyards, art
classes, and urban areas branded as ghettos, these anthropologists explore the many routes people
take to work toward social change. Ten absorbing studies present activist groups across the
country—from transgender activists in New York City, to South Asian teenagers in Silicon Valley, to
evangelical Christians and Palestinian Americans. Each one examines a social change effort as it
unfolds on the ground. Through their anthropological approach these portraits of American society
suggest the inherent possibilities in identity-based organizing and offer crucial in-depth perspectives
on such hotly debated topics as multiculturalism and the culture wars, the environment, racism,
public education, Native American rights, and the Christian right. Moving far beyond the walls of
academia, the contributors address the complex issues that arise when researchers have stakes in
the subjects they study. Scholars can play multiple roles in the activist struggles they recount, and
these essays illustrate how ethnographic research itself can become a tool for activism.
  palestine red crescent society: The Discourse of Palestinian-Israeli Relations Sean F.
McMahon, 2010-04-15 This Foucault-inspired analysis of the degeneration of the Oslo Process into
direct Palestinian-Israeli violence critically examines the ideas and practices that define
Palestinian-Israeli relations. The text offers a radically different peace proposal that moves far
beyond exhausted calls for confidence-building measures and/or an end to settlement construction.
  palestine red crescent society: The Plo Jillian Becker, 2014-03 The Palestine Liberation
Organization was created by the Arab states as a weapon against Israel, but most of its victims have
been Arabs. In Jordan it established itself as a rival power to the state and was forcibly expelled. Its
building up of an army in Lebanon led to civil war and Israeli military intervention until it was again
expelled in June 1982. In 1982 and 1983, the author took herself into the midst of war to write this
book, journeying for many days on roads known to be mined and ambushed, spent nights in rooms
with glassless windows while shells exploded on all sides, and explored the ruins of PLO strongholds
in the wake of bombardments, in order to find documents, testimony, and clues of all kinds to the
history of the organization. She interviewed members of the many different sides involved in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The result is a powerful book which explains the structure, aims, tactics
and role in middle eastern and world politics of the PLO.
  palestine red crescent society: The International Committee of the Red Cross David P.
Forsythe, Barbara Ann Rieffer-Flanagan, 2016-02-26 The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) has a complex position in international relations, being the guardian of international
humanitarian law but often acting discretely to advance human dignity. Treated by most
governments as if it were an inter-governmental organization, the ICRC is a non-governmental
organization, all-Swiss at the top, and it is given rights and duties in the 1949 Geneva Conventions
for Victims of War. Written by two formidable experts in the field, this book analyzes international



humanitarian action as practiced by the International Red Cross, explaining its history and structure
as well as examining contemporary field experience and broad diplomatic initiatives related to its
principal tasks. Such tasks include: ensuring that detention conditions are humane for those
imprisoned by reason of political conflict or war providing material and moral relief in conflict
promoting development of the humanitarian part of the laws of war improving the unity and
effectiveness of the movement Fully updated throughout, the new edition will also include brand
new material on: armed actors who do not accept humanitarian restrictions on their actions,
including expanded coverage of the Islamic State (ISIL, ISIS), Al Shabab, and Boko Haram, among
others Syrian internationalized civil war issue of drone strikes and targeted killings, and the
continuing push for regulation of what is called cyber war the question of the field of application of
international humanitarian law (what is the battlefield?). Particularly when states declare war on
terrorist groups operating inside other states regulation of new weapons and new uses of old
weapons
  palestine red crescent society: It's Easier to Reach Heaven than the End of the Street Emma
Williams, 2012-11-07 A deeply affecting memoir and a unique contribution to our understanding of
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. In August 2000 Emma Williams arrived with her three small children
in Jerusalem to join her husband and to work as a doctor. A month later, the second Palestinian
intifada erupted. For the next three years, she was to witness an astonishing series of events in
which hundreds of thousands of lives, including her own, were turned upside down. Williams lived
on the very border of East and West Jerusalem, working with Palestinians in Ramallah during the
day and spending evenings with Israelis in Tel Aviv. Weaving personal stories and conversations
with friends and colleagues into the long and fraught political background, Williams' powerful
memoir brings to life the realities of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. She vividly recalls giving birth to
her fourth child during the siege of Bethlehem and her horror when a suicide bomber blew his own
head into the schoolyard where her children played each day. Understanding in her judgment, yet
unsparing in her honesty, Williams exposes the humanity, as well as the hypocrisy at the heart of
both sides' experiences. Anyone wanting to understand this intractable and complex dispute will find
this unique account a refreshing and an illuminating read.
  palestine red crescent society: Encyclopedia of the Palestinians Philip Mattar, 2005
Presents the history of modern Palestine and biographies of important Palestinians.
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