prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd
grade

**Unlocking Language Skills: The Power of Prefix and Suffix Worksheets for
3rd Grade**

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade are fantastic tools that help
young learners grasp the crucial building blocks of words. At this stage,
children are transitioning from basic reading to more complex vocabulary, and
understanding how prefixes and suffixes alter word meanings is a game-
changer. These worksheets not only boost vocabulary but also enhance reading
comprehension and spelling skills, making them essential in a 3rd grader’s
language arts toolkit.

Why Focus on Prefix and Suffix Worksheets for
3rd Grade?

Third grade is a pivotal time for language development. Students begin
encountering more challenging texts and unfamiliar words. Prefixes and
suffixes serve as clues to decode these new words, helping kids infer
meanings without always needing a dictionary. Worksheets centered on these
concepts provide structured practice, allowing children to experiment with
word formation and meaning in a fun, hands-on way.

These exercises encourage critical thinking by prompting students to
recognize patterns, which is fundamental for literacy growth. When children
understand that adding "un-" to “happy” changes it to “unhappy,” they’re not
just memorizing; they’re making connections in how language works.

Building Vocabulary Through Word Parts

Prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade expose students to common affixes
such as “re-,” “pre-,” “dis-,” “-ful,” “-less,” and “-ment.” By repeatedly
working with these word parts, children start to see how language is flexible
and creative. This approach nurtures a deeper appreciation of vocabulary
beyond rote memorization.
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Additionally, as students learn to manipulate prefixes and suffixes, their
spelling skills improve. Worksheets often include activities like matching
base words with the correct affix or filling in blanks, which reinforce
correct spelling patterns and word structures.



Types of Prefix and Suffix Worksheets That
Engage 3rd Graders

Diversity in worksheet styles keeps third graders interested and caters to
different learning styles. Here are some popular formats that teachers and
parents find effective:

1. Matching and Sorting Activities

These worksheets prompt students to match prefixes or suffixes to base words,
then sort the resulting words by meaning or part of speech. For example,
matching "un-" with “kind” to form “unkind,” then sorting it under “words
with negative prefixes.” This interactive format helps solidify understanding
through categorization.

2. Fill-in-the-Blank Exercises

Fill-in-the-blank worksheets encourage students to choose the correct prefix
or suffix to complete a word. This type of activity reinforces context clues
and meaning, making it easier for kids to grasp how affixes modify words.

3. Word Building Challenges

These are fun, creative tasks where students use a list of prefixes,
suffixes, and base words to build as many new words as possible. This open-
ended approach stimulates curiosity and allows learners to experiment,
turning the worksheet into a word puzzle.

4. Sentence Writing with Affixes

Some worksheets encourage children to write sentences using words formed with
prefixes and suffixes. This not only tests comprehension but also integrates
grammar and writing skills, making the learning process holistic.

How to Maximize the Benefits of Prefix and
Suffix Worksheets

Using worksheets effectively requires more than just handing them out. Here
are some tips to get the most out of these learning tools:



e Introduce Concepts Beforehand: Teach what prefixes and suffixes are,
giving examples and discussing how they change word meanings.

e Use Visual Aids: Incorporate charts or graphic organizers that break
down word parts visually, complementing the worksheets.

e Encourage Discussion: After completing worksheets, have students explain
their answers or share new words they discovered.

e Incorporate Games: Turn worksheet content into games like word sorts or
affix bingo to make learning dynamic.

e Regular Practice: Consistency is key. Repeated exposure through varied
worksheets helps cement the knowledge.

Where to Find Quality Prefix and Suffix
Worksheets for 3rd Grade

A quick search online reveals a wealth of resources designed specifically for
third graders. Many educational websites offer free or low-cost printable
worksheets tailored to specific affixes and skill levels. When selecting
materials, look for worksheets that:

e Use age-appropriate vocabulary

Include clear instructions and examples

Offer a range of question types to keep students engaged

Provide answer keys for self-assessment or parental guidance

Teachers often customize these worksheets to better align with their lesson
plans or individual student needs, which is another advantage of printable
resources.

Incorporating Prefix and Suffix Learning Into
Daily Classroom Activities

Beyond worksheets, integrating prefixes and suffixes into everyday lessons
can deepen understanding. For example, during reading time, teachers can



highlight words with prefixes or suffixes and discuss their meanings. Writing
prompts can challenge students to use newly learned affixed words in their
stories or reports.

Moreover, vocabulary journals where students note down new words along with
their prefixes and suffixes offer a personalized touch to learning. This
method encourages continuous exploration and reinforces retention.

Using Technology to Support Learning

Interactive apps and online games focused on word building and affixes are
excellent complements to traditional worksheets. Many platforms provide
instant feedback, making learning both fun and effective. Combining digital
tools with physical worksheets caters to diverse learning preferences and
keeps students motivated.

The Lasting Impact of Mastering Prefixes and
Suffixes in 3rd Grade

Developing a strong foundation in prefixes and suffixes during third grade
has benefits that extend far beyond this academic year. Students become more
confident readers and writers, equipped to tackle complex vocabulary in
higher grades. This skill also enhances spelling, which is crucial for
effective communication.

By engaging with prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade, children
cultivate analytical skills that apply to language arts and other subjects.
Understanding word formation can even spark an interest in linguistics and
the beauty of language as a whole.

In the end, these worksheets are more than just busy work—they are stepping
stones to lifelong literacy and a richer command of English.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade?

Prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade are educational materials designed
to help students learn how to add prefixes and suffixes to root words to
change their meanings or grammatical functions.



Why are prefix and suffix worksheets important for
3rd graders?

These worksheets help 3rd graders improve their vocabulary, spelling, and
reading comprehension by understanding how prefixes and suffixes modify word
meanings.

What are some common prefixes taught in 3rd grade
worksheets?

Common prefixes taught include un-, re-, pre-, mis-, and dis-, which help
students understand words like unhappy, redo, preview, mistake, and
disconnect.

What suffixes are typically included in 3rd grade
worksheets?

Typical suffixes include -ful, -less, -ness, -ly, and -er, which help form
words like joyful, fearless, happiness, quickly, and teacher.

How can teachers use prefix and suffix worksheets
effectively?

Teachers can use these worksheets to provide practice, assess understanding,
and reinforce lessons on word formation and vocabulary in a structured way.

Are there printable prefix and suffix worksheets
available for 3rd grade?

Yes, many educational websites offer free and paid printable prefix and
suffix worksheets specifically designed for 3rd grade students.

How do prefix and suffix worksheets support reading
skills in 3rd grade?

They help students decode unfamiliar words by breaking them into parts,
improving fluency and comprehension during reading activities.

Can prefix and suffix worksheets be used for
homework or in-class activities?

Yes, these worksheets are versatile and can be assigned as homework or used
during class to reinforce lessons and provide additional practice.



Additional Resources

**Enhancing Vocabulary Skills with Prefix and Suffix Worksheets for 3rd
Grade**

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade have become an integral resource
in elementary education, aiding young learners in grasping the foundational
components of word formation. These worksheets not only support vocabulary
development but also enhance reading comprehension and spelling proficiency.
As educators and parents seek effective tools to reinforce language skills,
understanding the role and impact of such worksheets is crucial.

Understanding the Importance of Prefix and
Suffix Worksheets for 3rd Grade

In the third grade, students typically transition from basic reading skills
to more complex language structures. This stage requires a deeper
understanding of how words can be modified to change meaning and grammatical
function. Prefixes and suffixes serve as essential building blocks in this
process, allowing students to decode unfamiliar words and expand their
lexicon efficiently.

Prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade specifically target this learning
phase by providing structured exercises that familiarize students with common
affixes such as “un-,” “re-,” “-ful,” and “-less.” These worksheets often
present activities like word matching, fill-in-the-blank sentences, and word
formation tasks, enabling hands-on practice that reinforces theoretical
knowledge.

Key Features of Effective Prefix and Suffix
Worksheets

When evaluating prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade, several features
distinguish high-quality materials from less effective ones:

» Age-appropriate content: Worksheets should align with the cognitive and
reading levels of third graders, using vocabulary they are likely to
encounter in their curriculum.

e Varied exercise formats: Incorporating different types of tasks—such as
multiple-choice questions, word sorting, and contextual sentence
completion—helps maintain student engagement and caters to diverse
learning styles.

* Progressive difficulty: Beginning with simple prefixes and suffixes and



gradually introducing more complex ones supports scaffolding and builds
confidence.

e Clear instructions and examples: Explicit guidance ensures students
understand the objectives and can complete the activities independently
or with minimal assistance.

These features collectively contribute to worksheets that not only educate
but also motivate students to explore language in a structured yet enjoyable
manner.

Analyzing the Educational Impact of Prefix and
Suffix Worksheets

Research in literacy education underscores the significance of morphological
awareness—understanding the structure of words—in improving reading skills.
Prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade serve as practical tools to
cultivate this awareness.

A study published in the Journal of Educational Psychology found that
targeted instruction focusing on prefixes and suffixes can enhance students'
ability to infer the meanings of new words, thereby boosting vocabulary
acquisition. Such worksheets provide repetitive, focused practice that
reinforces this learning, making abstract concepts tangible.

Moreover, these worksheets support spelling development. By recognizing
common affixes, students can apply consistent spelling rules, reducing errors
and increasing writing confidence. For example, knowing that adding the
suffix “-less” often changes an adjective to its opposite meaning aids in
both comprehension and spelling accuracy.

Comparing Digital and Printable Prefix and Suffix
Worksheets

In the digital age, educators often choose between printable worksheets and
interactive online resources. Both formats offer distinct advantages:

e Printable worksheets: These are tangible, easy to distribute in
classrooms or at home, and allow students to work without screen
distractions. They also provide opportunities for handwriting practice,
which benefits fine motor skills.

» Digital worksheets: Interactive elements such as instant feedback, drag-



and-drop activities, and multimedia support can enhance engagement.
Digital platforms may also track student progress, offering personalized
learning paths.

While both formats effectively support learning, the choice depends on
teaching context, available resources, and student preferences. Combining
both can provide a balanced approach to mastering prefixes and suffixes.

Implementing Prefix and Suffix Worksheets in
the 3rd Grade Curriculum

Successful integration of prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade requires
thoughtful planning. Educators should consider the following strategies to
maximize learning outcomes:

1. Introduce morphological concepts explicitly: Begin lessons with clear
explanations of what prefixes and suffixes are, including their function
and examples.

2. Use worksheets as reinforcement tools: Assign worksheets after direct
instruction to consolidate understanding and provide practice.

3. Incorporate group activities: Collaborative exercises using worksheets
encourage discussion and peer learning, which can deepen comprehension.

4. Evaluate progress regularly: Use completed worksheets to assess student
grasp of affixes and identify areas needing further instruction.

Effective implementation ensures that worksheets move beyond busywork to
become meaningful instruments in language development.

Challenges and Considerations

While prefix and suffix worksheets offer numerous benefits, there are
potential drawbacks to consider. Some worksheets may rely heavily on rote
memorization without sufficient contextual learning, limiting students'
ability to apply knowledge in real reading or writing situations.
Additionally, worksheets that are too repetitive or simplistic might
disengage students, particularly those who require more challenging content.

To overcome these issues, educators should select or design worksheets that
balance drill with context, such as including sentences or short passages



demonstrating affix usage. Differentiating worksheets to match varying skill
levels within a classroom can also maintain motivation and support
personalized learning.

Resources for Finding Quality Prefix and Suffix
Worksheets for 3rd Grade

A variety of reputable educational platforms and publishers offer well-
crafted prefix and suffix worksheets tailored to third graders. Some notable
sources include:

Teachers Pay Teachers: A marketplace for teacher-created resources,
offering a wide range of worksheets with reviews and previews.

Education.com: Provides free and premium printable worksheets aligned
with common core standards.

Scholastic: Offers comprehensive literacy resources, including targeted
practice for morphological skills.

Reading Rockets: Features instructional guides and printable activities
focusing on word parts and vocabulary development.

Selecting materials from these platforms allows educators and parents to
access vetted content that complements classroom instruction.

Throughout the third grade, as students encounter increasingly complex texts,
the ability to dissect words into their meaningful components becomes a
pivotal skill. Prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade, when thoughtfully
integrated and tailored, provide an effective means to reinforce this skill
in a manageable and engaging way. This approach not only enriches vocabulary
but also fosters a lifelong appreciation for the nuances of the English
language.
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prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Genius Kids Worksheets (Bundle) for Class
3 (Grade-3) - Set of 6 Workbooks (English, Mathematics and Science) flipClass, 2018-06-01
Genius Kids Worksheets for Class 3 is a set of 6 international standard workbooks created by a team
of experienced academics, world class researchers and expert worksheet designers. The worksheets
are a treasure trove of information with over 1200 curriculum-based activities, exercises and games
in English, Mathematics and Science for 3rd Grade. It covers major portions of CBSE, ICSE and all
state boards for 3rd Grade or Class 3. The workbook's lively layout and easy to follow explanation
makes learning fun and interactive. The worksheets help parents and teachers to explain key
concepts with absolute ease. MathematicsShapes & PatternsNumbers up to
10,000AdditionSubtractionMultiplicationDivision MoneyMeasurementData HandlingFractionMental
Ability EnglishNounsPossessive Forms of NounsAntonyms & SynonymsTensesContractionsVowels &
ConsonantsVocabularyAdjectivesArticlesAdverbsPrepositionSubject & PredicateStatements &
QuestionsPunctuationSuffixes & PrefixesMain Verbs & Helping Verblrregular VerbsThe Verb ‘To
Be’Conjunctions ScienceLiving & Non-LivingParts of a PlantAnimals, Birds & InsectsAir &
WaterHuman BodyFoodShelter & ClothingFamily & SocietyTravelWork & PlaySafety & First
AidWeatherThe EarthThe UniverseThe Material Around UsTypes of Materials

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Grade 3 English Workbook for PYP (IB),
Common core, KS 2 Mrs Lakshmi Chintaluri, 2020-08-14 Grade 3 English Workbook for PYP (IB),
Common core, KS 2 Looking to enhance your third grader's English learning and skills? Consider the
workbooks available on www.Grade1to6.com. These comprehensive workbooks cover essential
topics such as Reading, Writing, Grammar, and Vocabulary, providing your child with a strong
foundation in English language arts. Designed by experienced teachers to meet global standards, the
BeeOne workbook series offers a wide range of worksheets suitable for Grade 3 and aligned with the
curricula of PYP/Common Core, KS2, Singapore, CBSE, ICSE, and most international curricula. With
383 pages of engaging exercises and activities, the www.Gradelto6.com English workbook is ideal
for year-long practice. Its attractive design and easy-to-understand content make it a favorite among
children, helping them to develop a love for the English language while reinforcing essential skills.
In addition to the above points, it's worth noting that the Grade 3 English workbook on
www.Gradelto6.com is also structured to promote independent learning and critical thinking. The
exercises are carefully crafted to challenge students while also building their confidence and helping
them to achieve academic success. Furthermore, the online platform offers a convenient way for
parents and teachers to monitor progress and provide targeted support where needed.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Teaching Reading and Writing Andrew P.
Johnson, 2008-09-08 Providing a wealth of simple, research-based strategies for teaching reading
and writing, this book is designed for each chapter to be accessible to teachers, tutors, parents, and
paraprofessionals. Teaching Reading and Writing demonstrates that effective literacy instruction
does not have to be complicated or expensive. Each chapter provides easy-to use techniques and
with Internet search terms. This guide presents teaching methods that can be implemented without
having to acquire additional books, packages, or other instructional devices. All you need is paper,
pencil, books, teacher creativity and imagination, and a desire to help students.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Prefixes & Suffixes Grade 3 Debra Housel,
2006 Receive a discounted price of $2.99 per book when 10 or more copies are ordered, see item
#8159!These flexible assessments can be used both in correlation with the Primary Sources kits or
as stand-alone practice pieces for a variety of standardized tests.The Student Edition contains an
assessment with the following types of questions: multiple choice, constructed-response, and
documents leading to a DBQ (Document-Based Question) task. BOOK 1-9 COPIES.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Inclusion Lesson Plan Book for the 21st Century
Toby Karten, 2010 Inclusion is now a way of life for many students with disabilities in the 21st
Century. Todayés classroom teachers need help with the implementation of inclusion through
practical lesson plan formats and organizational templates to address their diverse student
populations and to differentiate instruction. This plan book is a comprehensive guide for honoring



the inclusive classroom and includes weekly/quarterly lesson plan formats, assessment, monitoring,
and record-keeping forms, effective inclusive strategies and much, much more! Ideal for: General
Education Classroom Teachers Special Education Collaborating Teachers Co-Teaching Teams
Packed with easy-to-use, teacher-friendly lesson plan formats that account for the special
instructional needs, accommodations and modifications of students, including Response to
Intervention (RTI) plans.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Genius Kids Worksheets (Bundle) for Class
4 (Grade-4) - Set of 6 Workbooks (English, Mathematics and Science) flipClass, 2017-06-01
Genius Kids Worksheets for Class 4 is a set of 6 international standard workbooks created by a team
of experienced academics, world class researchers and expert worksheet designers at flipClass. The
worksheets are a treasure trove of information with over 1500 curriculum-based activities, exercises
and games in English, Mathematics and Science & Mental Math for Olympiads for 4th Grade. It
covers major portions of CBSE, ICSE, Olympiad and all state boards for 4th Grade or Class 4. The
workbook's lively layout and easy to follow explanation makes learning fun and interactive. The
worksheets help parents and teachers to explain key concepts with absolute ease. Mathematics (2
Workbooks). Shapes & Spatial Understanding Addition & Subtraction Numbers up to 10,00,000
Multiplication Factors & Multiples Division Fractions Money Everday Measures Telling Time Mental
Ability Science (2 Workbooks) Work & Play Animals Birds & Insects Plants Food Shelters for
Humans, Animals & Birds Water Air & Weather Travel Building Bridges & Houses Matter Force &
Friction Work & Energy Our Universe Clothing & Its Care Our Environment Safety & First Aid
English (2 Workbooks) Adjectives Conjuctions, Interjections & Prepositions Punctuation Compound
Words Question Sentences Verbs Main Verbs & Helping Verbs Nouns Antonyms & Synonyms Tenses
Adverbs Contractions Reading Comprehension Pronouns Articles Vocabulary Suffixes & Prefixes

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Language Lesson Worksheets Rosemary Hug,
2007-09-01 This packet of reproducible standards-based assessments focuses on basic language
arts. All of the worksheets are suitable for monitoring skill retention as well as practice and
reinforcement.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Elements of Literature , 2003-11

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Differentiating Instruction for Students
With Learning Disabilities William N. Bender, 2008 Written for teachers who want to know how
to differentiate instruction for students with learning difficulties, the second edition of
Differentiating Instruction for Students with Learning Disabilities draws upon the bestselling
success of the first edition in explicitly showing what differentiated instruction is and how to use
differentiated strategies in the classroom. With more concentration on brain-research, multiple
intelligence, response to intervention (RTI), tiered instruction, and universal design for learning
(UDL), William N. Bender provides the most comprehensive book on differentiated instruction and
learning disabilities based on scientific research and with a practical, teacher-friendly approach. An
updated reference section, brief Teaching Tips side bars, and thought-provoking new feature
Reflections augment this powerful resource that educators can immediately use in the classroom
with all students who have learning disabilities, who are at-risk, and who may have learning
difficulties.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Vocabulary, Grammar & Writing 6 Judith
Sweeney, 2024-12-31 This resource is for grade 6 and aligns to the International Reading
Association (IRA) and National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Standard #3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and
12. The Blending Language Skills Simplified series helps students identify and practice their
grammar with skill-specific activities. Students using this resource will gain a practical knowledge of
standard speech patterns, increase self-esteem upon successful completion, and improve their
performance on the grammar and usage sections of standardized tests. Lessons include invaluable
features, such as off-the-page interactive activities, parent-involvement ideas, and journal-writing
suggestions. Answers are provided at the back of the book. The following elements make every
lesson a cohesive learning experience: ¢ Pre-Activity—an interactive classroom idea that sets the



stage for the lesson ¢ Activity—a variety of exercises that provide vocabulary and grammar practice
followed by a writing assignment ¢ Post-Activity—an off-the-page suggestion for meaningful
follow-up ¢ Extra—a related concept that leads to higher-level thinking * Grammar Connection,
Language Strategy, or Writing Tip—an explicit statement of relevant content

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Ready-to-Use Reading Proficiency Lessons and
Activities Gary R. Muschla, 2003-02-27 This volume of Ready-to-Use Reading Proficiency Lessons &
Activities gives classroom teachers and reading specialists a dynamic and progressive way to meet
curriculum standards and competencies at the tenth-grade level. It provides stimulating and
effective ways to help students master basic reading and language content, and prepare to
demonstrate their knowledge at the appropriate level.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Prefixes and Suffixes, Grades 3 - 8
Cunningham, 2008-08-27 Facilitate fun and functional phonics instruction using Prefixes and
Suffixes for grades 3 and up. This 192-page resource features hands-on, minds-on manipulative
activities in which students learn to decode words and properly use common prefixes, suffixes, and
spelling changes. The book supports the Four-Blocks(R) Literacy Model and includes 120 dynamic
lessons that encourage students to learn phonics and spelling through the Word Wall and Making
Words activities. This book also includes review and extension activities, reproducibles, take-home
word walls, and word lists.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Reading Comprehension Activities Kit Wilma H.
Miller, 1990 Teaches & reinforces all aspects of reading comprehension, plus includes an extensive
list of available materials & computer software to improve students' comprehension ability.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Medical Terminology For Dummies Beverley
Henderson, Jennifer L. Dorsey, 2025-07-28 Become fluent in the standardized language of all
medical fields Medical Terminology For Dummies is a resource for current and prospective
healthcare professionals who need to understand medical terms, from common to complex. This
book clearly explains how to quickly identify, pronounce, define, and apply medical terms in a
healthcare setting. You'll also find ideas for creating mind maps and games to help you study and
retain the language of medicine. Pair those study tools with an understanding of the history and
origins of key prefixes, suffixes, and roots, and you'll be confident in no time. This updated guide
covers the 2022 updates to ICD-10 codes, and it includes added terminology related to public health
and infectious diseases. Whatever healthcare field you're in, this book will serve as your glossary of
terms and a gateway to future learning opportunities. Understand prefixes, roots, and suffixes, so
you can confidently work out the meanings of complex terms Practice defining medical terms and
get help memorizing key vocabulary elements Enhance your professional expertise in any healthcare
setting Improve the safety and accuracy of medical communications All medical and healthcare
related careers require some knowledge of medical terminology. Start off on the right foot—or brush
up what you already know—with Medical Terminology For Dummies.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Language Skills in Elementary Education Paul S.
Anderson, Diane Lapp, 1979

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: 4MAT in Action, 1983

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Instructor, 1965-02

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Computer Software Cataloging Deanne
Holzberlein, 1986 This informative manual provides everything the professional librarian needs to
know about cataloging computer software. Examples of softwear labels, title screens, and catalog
cards are used to illustrate how to catalog microcomputer software according to the 1974 Guidelines
to Chapter 9 of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, 2nd edition. The samples include educational
programs, educational games, and business and public disks and cassettes. Designed as a
supplementary tool, this thorough volume is intended to accompany the Guidelines, to enhance their
use, and to make them concrete through examples and explanations.

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: The Software Encyclopedia , 1988

prefix and suffix worksheets for 3rd grade: Language Arts Computer Book Wayne Dickson,



Michael W. Raymond, 1984
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