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The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead George: A Window into Early American History

the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george invites readers to step back in time and
experience one of the most iconic moments in early American history through the eyes of a master
storyteller. Jean Craighead George, known for her ability to weave nature and history into
compelling narratives, brings the story of the first Thanksgiving to life in a way that is both
educational and deeply engaging. This book offers more than just a recounting of historical events; it
provides a vivid portrayal of the Pilgrims' journey, the cultural exchanges with Native Americans,
and the significance of gratitude that still resonates today.

Understanding the Context of The First Thanksgiving

Before diving into the narrative crafted by Jean Craighead George, it’s essential to understand the
historical backdrop of the first Thanksgiving. In 1621, after a harsh first winter in the New World,
the Pilgrims celebrated a successful harvest with the Wampanoag tribe. This event has often been
simplified in popular culture, but the reality was a complex interaction of survival, cooperation, and
mutual respect.

The Pilgrims' Journey and Struggle

The story begins with the Pilgrims’ voyage aboard the Mayflower, their hopes for religious freedom,
and the challenges they faced upon arriving in what is now Massachusetts. Jean Craighead George
captures the harsh realities—the cold, hunger, and uncertainty—that shaped the Pilgrims’
experience. This background sets the stage for understanding why the first Thanksgiving was such a
pivotal moment.

Native American Perspective

One of the strengths of Jean Craighead George’s account is her sensitivity to the Native American
experience. The Wampanoag people, led by Chief Massasoit, played a crucial role in the Pilgrims’
survival by teaching them farming techniques and sharing resources. The book highlights this
collaboration, emphasizing respect and cultural exchange rather than conflict or conquest.

Jean Craighead George’s Storytelling Style

Jean Craighead George’s writing style is accessible and evocative, making historical events relatable
to young readers and adults alike. She uses descriptive language to paint a picture of the natural



world surrounding the Pilgrims and Native Americans, helping readers appreciate the environment
that shaped their lives.

Blending History with Nature

As an author renowned for her nature writing, George seamlessly integrates the flora and fauna of
early America into the story. This approach enriches the narrative, showing how the land and its
resources were central to the survival and celebration of both groups. Readers gain insight into the
seasonal cycles, the crops grown, and the wildlife encountered, which adds depth to the traditional
Thanksgiving story.

Engaging Characters and Dialogue

While historical accuracy is maintained, Jean Craighead George brings the characters to life through
imagined dialogue and personal reflections. This technique helps readers connect emotionally with
the people of that era, understanding their hopes, fears, and gratitude. The result is a story that
feels immediate and alive rather than distant and factual.

Educational Value and Relevance Today

The first thanksgiving by jean craighead george serves as an excellent educational tool for teachers
and parents seeking to introduce children to early American history with sensitivity and nuance. It
encourages readers to think critically about the past and recognize the importance of cooperation
and thankfulness.

Teaching Historical Empathy

One of the key benefits of this book is its ability to foster empathy by presenting multiple
perspectives. Readers are invited to consider not only the Pilgrims’ challenges but also the
Wampanoag’s role and experiences. This balanced viewpoint helps combat simplified or biased
historical narratives.

Incorporating the Book into Curriculum

Educators can use Jean Craighead George’s book to complement lessons on colonial America, Native
American history, and the origins of American holidays. Its vivid storytelling can spark discussions,
writing assignments, and projects that explore themes of survival, cultural exchange, and gratitude.



Tips for Readers Exploring The First Thanksgiving

If you’re considering reading or sharing the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george, here are
some helpful tips to deepen your experience:

Research Historical Background: Before reading, familiarize yourself with the Pilgrims’
journey and Wampanoag culture to better appreciate the context.

Discuss the Themes: Talk about cooperation, survival, and gratitude with young readers to
connect the story to contemporary values.

Explore Related Nature Topics: Use the book’s natural descriptions as a gateway to
learning about native plants and animals of the New England region.

Compare Different Accounts: Read other versions of the Thanksgiving story to understand
how perspectives and interpretations can vary.

Create Art or Writing Projects: Encourage creative responses to the book, such as drawing
scenes, writing diary entries from a character’s point of view, or cooking traditional recipes.

Why The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead George
Stands Out

Many books attempt to tell the story of the first Thanksgiving, but Jean Craighead George’s version
stands out for its authenticity, respect for all parties involved, and immersive storytelling. The
combination of historical detail and natural imagery makes it a unique resource for anyone
interested in understanding this foundational event beyond the typical holiday narrative.

By reading this book, you gain a richer appreciation for the complexities of early colonial life, the
importance of intercultural relationships, and the enduring legacy of gratitude that forms the heart
of Thanksgiving celebrations today. Whether you are a student, educator, or history enthusiast, Jean
Craighead George’s portrayal offers a meaningful connection to America’s past and the values that
continue to shape its future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The First Thanksgiving'?
'The First Thanksgiving' is written by Jean Craighead George.



What is the main theme of 'The First Thanksgiving' by Jean
Craighead George?
The main theme of the book is the historical event of the first Thanksgiving, highlighting cooperation
and gratitude between the Pilgrims and the Native Americans.

How does Jean Craighead George portray the Native
Americans in 'The First Thanksgiving'?
Jean Craighead George portrays Native Americans respectfully, emphasizing their crucial role in
helping the Pilgrims survive and celebrating their shared harvest.

What age group is 'The First Thanksgiving' by Jean Craighead
George suitable for?
The book is primarily aimed at children aged 6 to 10, providing an accessible introduction to the
historical event.

Does 'The First Thanksgiving' by Jean Craighead George
include illustrations?
Yes, the book includes illustrative content that helps bring the story and historical context to life for
young readers.

What historical event does 'The First Thanksgiving' by Jean
Craighead George describe?
The book describes the 1621 harvest feast shared between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag people,
which is considered the first Thanksgiving.

Why is 'The First Thanksgiving' by Jean Craighead George
considered relevant today?
It remains relevant because it teaches about cooperation, gratitude, and the importance of
understanding different cultures through a pivotal moment in American history.

Additional Resources
The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead George: A Thoughtful Retelling of History

the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george offers readers a nuanced and engaging
portrayal of one of America’s most storied historical events. This literary work delves into the origins
of the Thanksgiving celebration, providing an insightful perspective that balances historical context
with vivid storytelling. As a respected author known for her ability to weave natural history with
human narratives, Jean Craighead George brings a fresh voice to the well-known tale of the Pilgrims



and Native Americans.

This article examines the narrative style, historical accuracy, and cultural significance embedded in
The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead George, while exploring how the book fits into the
broader genre of children’s literature and historical retellings. Additionally, we will analyze the
educational value and relevance of this work in today's discussions about Thanksgiving and
American history.

Historical Context and Narrative Approach

Jean Craighead George’s rendition of the first Thanksgiving stands out for its careful attention to
historical detail combined with accessible language suitable for younger readers. Rather than
presenting the event as a simplistic or purely celebratory story, George incorporates the
complexities faced by both the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag people. The narrative acknowledges the
harsh realities of survival, cultural differences, and mutual cooperation that defined this early
encounter.

The author’s background in environmental writing shines through as she vividly describes the
natural landscape of early 17th-century Massachusetts, from the dense forests to the local flora and
fauna. This emphasis on nature not only sets the scene but also highlights the integral role the
environment played in the lives of both the indigenous people and the settlers.

Historical Accuracy and Representation

One of the strengths of The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead George is its commitment to a
historically informed account. Unlike some traditional Thanksgiving stories that romanticize the
event, George does not shy away from the difficulties and tensions of the time. She incorporates
perspectives of the Wampanoag tribe, emphasizing their hospitality and cooperation, but also their
resilience and the challenges they faced post-contact.

This balanced representation helps dispel myths and encourages critical thinking among readers. It
aligns with modern educational efforts to present a more complete and respectful history of Native
American experiences, moving beyond the stereotypical depictions frequently found in earlier
children’s literature.

Literary Style and Educational Impact

George employs a straightforward yet evocative writing style that appeals to both children and
adults. The prose is descriptive without being overly complex, making it an effective tool for
educators aiming to introduce young learners to early American history. The incorporation of
sensory details—such as the taste of the harvest, the sounds of the forest, and the textures of
traditional clothing—immerses readers in the time period.

Moreover, the book often blends narrative with factual information, subtly educating readers about
the social customs, agricultural practices, and survival strategies of the time. This hybrid approach



enhances comprehension and retention, positioning the book as a valuable resource in educational
settings.

Comparison with Other Thanksgiving Literature

When compared to other popular Thanksgiving books, The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead
George offers a more nuanced and less commercialized narrative. While many children’s books on
the subject focus heavily on the feast and the spirit of gratitude, George’s version delves deeper into
the historical complexities and intercultural dynamics.

For example, compared to classic titles such as “The Thanksgiving Story” by Alice Dalgliesh, which
tends to simplify the relationship between Pilgrims and Native Americans, George’s work
acknowledges the delicate balance of power and survival. This approach aligns with contemporary
efforts to provide more authentic and respectful portrayals of indigenous peoples’ history.

Relevance in Contemporary Discussions

In light of ongoing conversations about the portrayal of Native Americans in literature and media,
The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead George serves as an important work that encourages
dialogue and reflection. It invites readers to reconsider the traditional Thanksgiving narrative and to
appreciate the event’s historical and cultural complexity.

Educators and parents seeking to introduce a more balanced view of Thanksgiving will find this book
particularly useful. Its respectful representation contributes to a broader understanding of
indigenous perspectives and fosters empathy, which is crucial in multicultural education.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: Accurate historical detail, respectful portrayal of Native Americans, engaging
narrative style, educational value, vivid descriptions of the natural environment.

Limitations: Some readers may find the narrative less festive or celebratory compared to
more traditional Thanksgiving stories; the book’s subtle complexity might require adult
guidance to fully appreciate for younger children.

The First Thanksgiving by Jean Craighead George, through its balanced storytelling and educational
depth, challenges readers to engage with Thanksgiving beyond the surface level of a holiday feast. It
encourages a thoughtful examination of history and cultural interactions, making it a meaningful
addition to the canon of American historical literature for children.

As society continues to reevaluate historical narratives and their implications, works like George’s
provide valuable frameworks for understanding and respecting the diverse stories that shape



national traditions. In this way, the book not only educates but also contributes to the ongoing
evolution of how Thanksgiving is taught and remembered.

The First Thanksgiving By Jean Craighead George
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  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: The First Thanksgiving Jean Craighead
George, 2001-09-27 The Pilgrims called the celebration the Harvest Feast. The Pawtuxet Indians
thought of it as the Green Corn Dance. But the first Thanksgiving was much more than that. Join
Newbery Medalist Jean Craighead George and beloved illustrator Thomas Locker as they trace the
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only a penknife, a ball of cord, forty dollars, and some flint and steel, he intends to survive on his
own. Sam learns about courage, danger, and independence during his year in the wilderness, a year
that changes his life forever. “An extraordinary book . . . It will be read year after year.” —The Horn
Book
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Story Dramas Gretchen Courtney, Sarah
Jossart, 1997 The teacher, playing the role of a park ranger, takes an accident report to find out
what students know about that nasty fall taken yesterday by Humpty Dumpty. Developing similar
strategies for engaging students imaginations, these two books encourage students to respond to
stories by discussing and analyzing story elements as preparation for writing or acting out scenes. In
addition to each books step-by-step directions for staging 30 or more story dramas based on specific
popular books, both books train teachers to develop dramas for their own favorite literature. Grades
K-3. Illustrated. Good Year Books.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Nana's Thanksgiving - Stars? Sue Gill
Harris, 2022-09-14 After a day of homework, baking and stargazing, Nana and her grandchildren
decide that stars are a perfect symbol for Thanksgiving.
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biographies, history trade books, CD-ROMs, and videotapes, this book helps you locate resources on
American history for students. Each book presents information in two sections. In the first part,
titles are listed according to grade levels within eras and further organized according to product
type. The books cover American history from North America Before 1600 and The American
Colonies, 1600-1774 to The Mid-Twentieth Century, 1946-1975 and Since 1975. The second section
has annotated bibliographies that describe each title and includes publication information and
awards won. The focus is on books published since 1990, and all have received at least one favorable
review. Some books with more illustration than text will be valuable for enticing slow or reticent
readers. An index helps users find resources by author, title, or biographical subject.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Multicultural American History Kay Chick,
Deborah A. Ellermeyer, 2003-09-08 This integrated teacher resource provides lesson ideas for the
instruction of social studies and history concepts within the context of quality multicultural
children's books and picture books. Each chapter focuses on three picture books related to various
multicultural themes in American history. Chapters are organized chronologically, and by theme,
and include book summaries, materials lists, student-centered activities, related books and poetry,
and links to national history standards. Multicultural themes include: Old West American Revolution
Slavery Civil War World War II and the Holocaust Vietnam Native Americans
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: A to Zoo Rebecca L. Thomas, 2018-06-21
Whether used for thematic story times, program and curriculum planning, readers' advisory, or
collection development, this updated edition of the well-known companion makes finding the right
picture books for your library a breeze. Generations of savvy librarians and educators have relied on
this detailed subject guide to children's picture books for all aspects of children's services, and this
new edition does not disappoint. Covering more than 18,000 books published through 2017, it
empowers users to identify current and classic titles on topics ranging from apples to zebras.
Organized simply, with a subject guide that categorizes subjects by theme and topic and subject
headings arranged alphabetically, this reference applies more than 1,200 intuitive (as opposed to
formal catalog) subject terms to children's picture books, making it both a comprehensive and
user-friendly resource that is accessible to parents and teachers as well as librarians. It can be used
to identify titles to fill in gaps in library collections, to find books on particular topics for young
readers, to help teachers locate titles to support lessons, or to design thematic programs and story
times. Title and illustrator indexes, in addition to a bibliographic guide arranged alphabetically by
author name, further extend access to titles.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Connecting Cultures Rebecca L. Thomas,
1996-01-30 A comprehensive guide to multicultural literature for children, this valuable resource
features more than 1,600 titles—including fiction, folktales, poetry, and song books—that focus on
diverse cultural groups. The selected titles, pubished between the 1970s and 1990s are suitable for
use with preschoolers through sixth graders and are likely to be found on the shelves of school and
public libraries. Topics are timely, with an emphasis on books that reflect the needs and interests of
today's children. Each detailed entry includes bibliographic information. Use level is also included,
as are cultural designation, subjects, and a summary. The invaluable Subject Access section
incorporates use level culture information.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Visual Arts as a Way of Knowing Karolynne
Gee, 2000 If you ask a child to draw you a picture, you'll get an instant response, for the visual arts
are natural means of expression that students of all ages use confidently, and often with stunning
directness and depth. And for a teacher, incorporating visual arts throughout the curriculum builds
in a level of energy, enthusiasm, and insight that can only enhance children's learning experiences.
Visual Arts as a Way of Knowing is a serious yet fun resource for teachers who are curious about art
and know that it can be an important part of their teaching. The book is meant to tease out the artist
in you,to encourage you to take risks and delve into painting or drawing or just making things. For
like writing, art is a matter of taking risks that can lead to wonderful rewards. Karolynne Gee draws
on the stories of teachers and the reflections of children who have discovered they can create, and



for whom that discovery is the great Aha!. From that point on, you know how to make creative and
aesthetic choices based on the principles of art, and art becomes a powerful tool in thinking,
learning and problem solving. Visual Arts as a Way of Knowing features discussion of visual arts
content, principles, techniques, and applications; guidance in planning and facilitating projects and
assessing them with students; practical classroom management strategies to support learning in arts
and across the curriculum; ideas for art specialists and teaching colleagues; strong support for
teachers as risk-takers and learners alongside their students; a wealth of illustrations from fine arts,
computer art, and student work that includes a range of work to show there is no right way; charts
and field notes that can help you get started on a project or gives you a new way of looking at a
topic. Visual Arts as a Way of Knowing blurs the lines between formal and informal art as well as
between teacher and learner. It will provide many interdisciplinary connections and ways for you to
think about integrating visual art in a thoughtful way and discovering new problems that will
stimulate your own and your students' thinking.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Children's Literature in the Reading
Program Deborah A. Wooten, Lauren Aimonette Liang, Bernice E. Cullinan, 2018-05-15 This
indispensable teacher resource and course text, now revised and updated, addresses the whats,
whys, and how-tos of incorporating outstanding children's literature into the K–8 reading program. A
strong emphasis on diverse literature is woven throughout the fifth edition, with chapters
emphasizing the need for books that reflect their readers and presenting dozens of carefully
reviewed books that teachers will be eager to use in the classroom. Leading authorities provide
advice on selecting texts, building core literacy and literary skills, supporting struggling readers,
and maximizing engagement. The volume offers proven strategies for teaching specific genres and
formats, such as fiction, nonfiction, picturebooks, graphic novels, biographies, and poetry. This title
is a copublication with the International Literacy Association. New to This Edition *Many new
teaching ideas and book recommendations, with an increased focus on culturally diverse literature.
*Scope expanded from K–5 to K–8. *Chapter on using read-alouds and silent reading. *Chapters on
diverse literature about the arts and on transitional chapter books. *Chapter on engaging struggling
readers with authentic reading experiences.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Pilgrim Voices Peter Roop, Connie Roop,
2015-05-05 A Notable Social Studies Trade Book for Young People and a C. S. Lewis Noteworthy
book: A rich history of the pilgrim experience, as recorded in real diaries Nearly four hundred years
after the pilgrims left England in search of a better life, their stories still resonate with Americans
today. In this account, the pilgrims’ own writings of their adventures and hardships are brought to
life for young readers. This touching account shows the pilgrims’ voyage on the Mayflower, their
first meeting with the native people, and the hardships of hunger, illness, and death that they faced
during their first winter. Finally, after more than a year in the New World, they celebrate the harvest
and truly give thanks.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: A Second Look Andie Peterson,
2007-10-19 Four-hundred-twenty-five books are reviewed in this superb collection. A Second Look,
Native Americans in Childrens Books gives a thorough examination of the books as a guide for
parents, teachers, librarians, and administrators interested in books for children. Anyone involved in
selecting books will find this guide useful in working through the maze of available materials. Andie
Peterson, one of the few women to be awarded an Eagle Feather, has provided a meaningful criteria
to help in judging books. She outlines ways for objectively studying books to draw conclusions as to
the suitability for the reader. She writes candidly about books filled with stereotypes, hurtful images,
and damaging text and illustrations. She writes eloquent, glowing reviews of the books that are real
treasures. She writes: On a daily basis, children must face the hidden curriculum that lets them
know where they fit in, whether they can achieve their goals, whether they even dare to dream. An
overwhelming part of that hidden curriculum begins with books that are more narrative and
illustrations; they are books that carry a message of politics and values. Andie advises that in
selecting Native American books, the non-Native child must be considered, also. She counsels that



hurtful books set in motion attitudes of prejudice that persist for years. She states that she has
reviewed books with older copyrights because they are still on the shelves in libraries and available
via the Internet. She says reading the older books helps to understand how adults have formed ideas
about Native people. She says: After all, if its in a book in the library, people believe it to be true. Its
time to disturb the peace and end the ritual of damage. A Second Look, Native Americans in
Childrens Books By Andie Peterson
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Early American Studies Peter Roop,
Connie Roop, 2018-07-31 American history comes alive for young readers in this collection of richly
detailed narratives ranging from Christopher Columbus to Abraham Lincoln. These direct and
surprisingly accessible histories, often told in the actual words of key figures from the American
past, are a brilliant blend of fact and imagination ( Publishers Weekly) . I, Columbus: A firsthand
account of Christopher Columbus's famous voyage to the East, taken directly from his journal
entries. He tells of excitement, drama, and terror on the high seas, as he and his crew weather the
path to discovery. Pilgrim Voices: The pilgrims' own writings of their voyage on the Mayflower, their
first encounters with indigenous people, and their Thanksgiving celebration after surviving a
difficult first winter in the New World. Off the Map: The story of Lewis and Clark's famous 1804
expedition into the uncharted lands of America, in an accessible version drawn from the explorers'
own account. Louisiana Purchase: Biographical sketches of Lewis and Clark, Napoleon Bonaparte,
and Thomas Jefferson tell the story of the United States' expansion into a new territory and a new
era. Sacagawea: Told from Sacagawea's point of view, this historical novel shares the ordeals of her
youth along with the memory of her journey west with Lewis and Clark. She shares her love of
nature and explains how her loyalties have changed over time. The Declaration of Independence:
Covering major events such as the Boston Massacre and Paul Revere's midnight ride, this accessible
history brings the story of the Revolutionary War to life. An Eye for an Eye: When her brother is
captured at the start of the Revolutionary War, fourteen-year-old Samantha sets off to rescue him.
But when she comes face-to-face with the enemy, will she still stand by her peaceful principles? Take
Command, Captain Farragut!: Ten-year-old David Glasgow Farragut is the youngest midshipman
ever assigned to a warship in the US Navy. Told through fictional letters that Farragut writes from
prison after his capture in the War of 1812, this richly imagined story is based on real history.
Ahyoka and the Talking Leaves: Ahyoka's father is a Cherokee silversmith who dreams of a written
language for his people. When he is ostracized for the magic he is creating, father and daughter
leave home to pursue his dream on their own. Grace's Letter to Lincoln: After seeing Abraham
Lincoln on a poster, eleven-year-old Grace decides to write to him and suggest that he might win
more votes in the 1860 election if he grows a beard. Much to her surprise, Lincoln answers her
letter, and history is made. This touching historic encounter is based on true events ( Scholastic).
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Cranberry Cooking for All Seasons Nancy
Cappelloni, 2002 Are you always searching for creative, original recipes? Do you enjoy eating
healthy foods? If so, you will love this colorful, high-quality cookbook, featuring cranberries as the
star attraction in 125 innovative recipes. Here are easy-to-follow recipes for meat and poultry dishes,
sauces, desserts, breads, cakes, stuffing, relishes, beverages, and preserves. Plus, background and
nutritional information: historical facts and tidbits, beautiful harvest photos, and the latest studies
on the cranberry’s many health benefits. Endorsed by the Cape Cod Cranberry Growers’ Association,
Cranberry Cooking For All Seasons is sure to be a hit with cooks across the country. A must-have for
every kitchen—from Thanksgiving through summer's end! --
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: A History of US: Making Thirteen
Colonies Joy Hakim, 2012-10-16 Recommended by the Common Core State Standards for English
Language Arts and Literacy as an exemplary informational text. All kinds of people are coming to
America. If you're European, you come in search of freedom or riches. If you're African, you come in
chains. And what about the Indians, what is happening to them? Soon with the influx of so many
people, thirteen unique colonies are born, each with its own story. Meet Pocahontas and John Smith
in Jamestown. Join William Penn and the Quakers in Pennsylvania. Sit with the judges at the Salem



witch trials. Hike over the mountains with Daniel Boone. And let Ben Franklin give you some salty
advice in his Poor Richard's Almanac in this remarkable journey through the dynamic creation of
what one day becomes the United States. About the Series: Master storyteller Joy Hakim has excited
millions of young minds with the great drama of American history in her award-winning series A
History of US. Recommended by the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and
Literacy as an exemplary informational text, A History of US weaves together exciting stories that
bring American history to life. Hailed by reviewers, historians, educators, and parents for its
exciting, thought-provoking narrative, the books have been recognized as a break-through tool in
teaching history and critical reading skills to young people. In ten books that span from Prehistory to
the 21st century, young people will never think of American history as boring again.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Art Projects Made Easy Linda J. Arons,
1995-10-15 Fun, quick, and easy as pie, these art lessons are given in a simple recipe format. The
author includes vocabulary, necessary materials, step-by-step instructions, evaluation techniques,
suggestions for curriculum integration, and follow-up activities. Explore art principles, collage,
crafts, drawing, painting, holiday and seasonal art, multicultural art, and curriculum connections.
The variety and scope of these activities will appeal to both experienced and novice teachers. Grades
1-6.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Consider the Eel Richard Schweid,
2010-03-15 Journalist Richard Schweid first learned the strange facts of the freshwater eel's life
from a fisherman in a small Spanish town just south of Valencia. The eeler who explained the
animal's life cycle to me did so as he served up an eel he had just taken from a trap, killed, cleaned,
and cooked in olive oil in an earthenware dish, writes Schweid. I ate it with a chunk of fresh, crusty
bread. It was delicious. I was immediately fascinated. As this engaging culinary and natural history
reveals, the humble eel is indeed an amazing creature. Every European and American eel begins its
life in the Sargasso Sea--a vast, weedy stretch of deep Atlantic waters between Bermuda and the
Azores. Larval eels drift for up to three years until they reach the rivers of North America or Europe,
where they mature and live as long as two decades before returning to the Sargasso to mate and die.
Eels have never been bred successfully in captivity. Consulting fisherfolk, cooks, and scientists,
Schweid takes the reader on a global tour to reveal the economic and gastronomic importance of eel
in places such as eastern North Carolina, Spain, Northern Ireland, England, and Japan. (While this
rich yet mild-tasting fish has virtually disappeared from U.S. tables, over $2 billion worth of eel is
still eagerly consumed in Europe and Asia each year.) The book also includes recipes, both historic
and contemporary, for preparing eel.
  the first thanksgiving by jean craighead george: Instructor , 2002-08
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