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What Is Philosophy of Education? Exploring Its Meaning and Importance

what is philosophy of education is a question that invites us to dive deep
into the foundational ideas that shape how we understand teaching, learning,
and the purpose of schooling. At its core, philosophy of education is a
branch of philosophy that examines the aims, methods, and meaning of
education. It isn’t just about the practical aspects of teaching; it’s about
reflecting on why education exists, what knowledge is valuable, and how best
to nurture human potential. Whether you’re a student, teacher, or simply
curious about education systems, understanding this concept can illuminate
many aspects of how we learn and grow.

The Essence of Philosophy of Education

Philosophy of education goes beyond textbooks and classrooms. It asks big
questions like: What should be taught? How should students be taught? What is
the role of the teacher? What is the purpose of education in society? These
inquiries help guide educational policies, curriculum development, and
teaching strategies.

At its heart, this philosophy serves as a compass, helping educators navigate
the complex terrain of learning. It encourages critical thinking about
education’s goals—whether to prepare individuals for the workforce, cultivate
moral citizens, encourage creativity, or promote lifelong learning. Without
such reflection, educational practices risk becoming mechanical or outdated.

Key Questions in Philosophy of Education

Some of the essential questions that philosophy of education tackles include:

- What is the nature of knowledge, and how do students best acquire it?
- How does education influence personal and social development?

- What values should education promote?

- Should education be standardized, or personalized?

- How do cultural and societal contexts shape educational goals?

These questions show that philosophy of education isn’t static; it evolves as
society changes and as new ideas about learning emerge.

The Historical Roots and Major Philosophical



Approaches

Understanding what is philosophy of education also means looking at its
historical development and the main schools of thought that have influenced
educational theory and practice.

Classical Philosophies

Philosophers like Plato and Aristotle laid early foundations by discussing
the purpose of education in cultivating virtue and wisdom. For Plato,
education was a means to achieve justice and harmony within the individual
and society. Aristotle emphasized developing rational thinking and moral
character.

Modern Educational Philosophies

Fast forward to more recent centuries, various philosophies have shaped
contemporary education:

- **Progressivism:** Emphasizes learning by doing, critical thinking, and the
development of problem-solving skills. John Dewey is a notable advocate,
promoting education as a social and interactive process.

- **Essentialism:** Focuses on core knowledge and skills that students need
to become productive citizens. It stresses a back-to-basics approach with
structured curricula.

- **Perennialism:** Highlights timeless ideas and universal truths found in
classic literature and philosophy, advocating for teaching enduring
knowledge.

- **Existentialism:** Centers on individual choice and personal
responsibility in learning, encouraging students to find their own meaning.

- **Critical Theory:** Challenges traditional education by looking at power
structures, aiming to empower marginalized groups and promote social justice.

Each approach reflects different assumptions about what education should be,
showing the diversity within philosophy of education.

How Philosophy of Education Shapes Teaching and
Learning

Once you grasp what is philosophy of education, you start seeing its
influence everywhere in schools and classrooms. It shapes teaching methods,
classroom management, assessment, and even the design of learning
environments.



Curriculum Design and Content

Philosophy of education helps answer what knowledge and skills should be
prioritized. For example, a school guided by progressivism might include
experiential learning and critical thinking exercises, while an essentialist
school may focus on literacy, numeracy, and core facts.

Teaching Strategies

Different educational philosophies lead to different teaching styles:

- **Student-Centered Learning:** Rooted in progressivism and existentialism,
this approach encourages active participation, collaboration, and self-
directed learning.

- **Teacher-Centered Learning:** Often linked to essentialism or
perennialism, emphasizing direct instruction, discipline, and mastery of
subject matter.

- **Critical Pedagogy:** Encourages students to question societal norms and
develop a critical consciousness.

Understanding the philosophy behind teaching methods can help educators
choose strategies that align with their educational goals.

Assessment and Evaluation

Philosophy of education also influences how we measure learning. Should
assessment focus on standardized tests, portfolios, or ongoing formative
feedback? Is the goal to rank students or to support their individual growth?
These decisions come from underlying beliefs about what learning means.

Why Does Philosophy of Education Matter Today?

In today’'s fast-changing world, the question of what is philosophy of
education is more relevant than ever. With technological advances, shifting
cultural values, and diverse classrooms, educators and policymakers must
think deeply about the purpose and methods of education.

Adapting to a Diverse Society

Globalization and multiculturalism mean classrooms are more diverse than
ever. Philosophy of education encourages respect for different cultures and
perspectives, promoting inclusive teaching that values all students'



backgrounds.

Preparing for the Future

What skills will future generations need? Critical thinking, creativity,
digital literacy, empathy? Philosophy of education helps define these goals
and guides curriculum development to meet them.

Empowering Educators and Students

When teachers understand the philosophy behind their work, they become more
reflective and intentional. Students, too, benefit from learning environments
that nurture their whole selves—intellectually, emotionally, and ethically.

Integrating Philosophy of Education into
Everyday Practice

You don’t have to be a professional philosopher to apply these ideas. Whether
you’'re an educator, parent, or learner, reflecting on philosophy of education
can improve your approach to learning and teaching.

Tips for Educators

- Reflect regularly on your beliefs about teaching and learning.

- Explore different educational philosophies to find what resonates with your
values.

- Design lessons that align with your educational philosophy but remain
flexible to students’ needs.

- Encourage critical thinking and open dialogue in the classroom.

- Stay informed about educational research and societal changes influencing
education.

For Students and Lifelong Learners

- Understand the purpose behind your education to stay motivated.

- Question and explore different ways of learning.

- Develop your own philosophy of learning to guide your educational journey.
- Seek learning experiences that engage your interests and values.

Philosophy of education offers a lens through which to view the complex world
of schooling and learning, making the experience richer and more meaningful.



Exploring what is philosophy of education reveals that it is not just an
abstract academic topic but a practical and vital part of shaping how we grow
as individuals and societies. It invites all of us to think critically about
education’s role in our lives and encourages us to participate actively in
shaping its future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the philosophy of education?

The philosophy of education is a branch of philosophy that examines the
nature, aims, and problems of education. It explores fundamental questions
about the purpose and process of education, the role of teachers and
students, and the best methods for facilitating learning.

Why is the philosophy of education important?

The philosophy of education is important because it provides a framework for
understanding the goals and values that guide educational practices. It helps
educators develop coherent approaches to teaching and learning, ensuring that
education serves both individual and societal needs.

How does the philosophy of education influence
teaching methods?

Philosophy of education shapes teaching methods by offering theories about
how knowledge is best transmitted and how students learn. For example, a
constructivist philosophy emphasizes active learning and critical thinking,
influencing teachers to adopt student-centered approaches.

What are the main branches of philosophy of
education?

The main branches include metaphysics (nature of reality in education),
epistemology (nature and scope of knowledge), axiology (values and ethics in
education), and logic (principles of reasoning in teaching and learning).
Each branch addresses different aspects of educational theory and practice.

How does philosophy of education address the purpose
of education?

Philosophy of education explores various perspectives on the purpose of
education, such as preparing individuals for citizenship, fostering personal
growth, transmitting culture, or promoting critical thinking. Different
educational philosophies prioritize these purposes differently.



What is the difference between educational
philosophy and educational theory?

Educational philosophy deals with the fundamental questions about education's
nature and purpose, focusing on values and principles. Educational theory, on
the other hand, is more concerned with practical strategies and methods for
teaching and learning based on empirical research.

Who are some influential philosophers in the
philosophy of education?

Influential philosophers include John Dewey, who advocated for experiential
learning and democracy in education; Paulo Freire, known for critical
pedagogy; Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who emphasized natural education; and Maria
Montessori, who developed child-centered educational methods.

How does philosophy of education relate to
curriculum development?

Philosophy of education informs curriculum development by guiding what
knowledge and skills are considered valuable and how they should be organized
and taught. It helps determine the content, objectives, and methods used in
curricula to align with educational goals.

Can the philosophy of education change over time?

Yes, the philosophy of education can change over time as societal values,
cultural contexts, and educational needs evolve. New philosophical ideas
emerge, and educational practices adapt to reflect contemporary
understandings of learning and human development.

How can understanding the philosophy of education
benefit students?

Understanding the philosophy of education can benefit students by helping
them become critical thinkers about their own learning processes. It
encourages them to reflect on the purpose of their education, their role as
learners, and the broader social and ethical implications of education.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the Philosophy of Education: An In-Depth Exploration**

what is philosophy of education is a fundamental question that probes the
underlying principles, aims, and methods governing educational practices and
theories. It serves as a critical framework that shapes how educators,
policymakers, and institutions perceive the purpose and process of education.



Far beyond mere curriculum design or instructional techniques, the philosophy
of education addresses profound questions about knowledge, learning,
morality, and society’s role in fostering intellectual and moral development.

The philosophy of education is an intersectional discipline combining
elements of epistemology, ethics, sociology, and psychology. It asks not only
what should be taught but why and how education should be structured to
promote individual and collective growth. In today's rapidly evolving
educational landscape, understanding this philosophy helps in crafting
policies and practices that are both reflective and forward-thinking.

What is Philosophy of Education: Defining the
Concept

At its core, the philosophy of education is the study of the purpose,
process, nature, and ideals of education. It critically examines the aims and
objectives of education systems while also exploring the ethical and
epistemic foundations that justify educational practices. This branch of
philosophy involves the analysis of educational theories, the role of
teachers and learners, and the societal implications of education.

The field addresses questions such as:

- What is the ultimate goal of education?

- How should knowledge be transmitted and acquired?

- What values should education promote?

- How does education contribute to personal and societal well-being?

This exploration is essential for developing coherent educational policies
and effective teaching methodologies that align with broader social and
cultural goals.

The Historical Evolution of Educational
Philosophy

Understanding the philosophy of education requires a look into its historical
roots. Philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, Rousseau, and Dewey have
significantly influenced how education is conceptualized. Each brought unique
perspectives that still resonate in contemporary education.

Classical Foundations

In ancient times, Plato viewed education as a means of achieving justice and



harmony within society, emphasizing the cultivation of reason and virtue.
Aristotle, meanwhile, focused on developing practical wisdom and the holistic
development of the individual.

Modern Contributions

The Enlightenment and subsequent eras brought a shift toward individual
rights and scientific inquiry. Jean-Jacques Rousseau advocated for education
that respects natural development and individual freedom. John Dewey later
emphasized experiential learning and democratic education, fostering critical
thinking and active participation.

Core Philosophical Approaches to Education

The philosophy of education is not monolithic; it encompasses various schools
of thought that propose different educational aims and methods. Each
philosophy carries distinct assumptions about human nature, knowledge, and
society.

Perennialism

Perennialism promotes a curriculum centered on enduring ideas and universal
truths, often through classical texts and critical thinking. It values
knowledge for its own sake and aims to cultivate intellectual virtues.

Essentialism

Essentialism focuses on teaching core knowledge and skills deemed essential
for functioning in society. It stresses discipline, mastery of fundamental
subjects, and teacher-centered instruction.

Progressivism

Progressivism champions learning by doing and adapts education to the needs
and interests of students. It emphasizes problem-solving, collaboration, and
real-world experiences, aligning with Dewey'’s pragmatism.

Reconstructionism



Reconstructionism views education as a tool for social change, encouraging
students to question societal injustices and actively engage in creating a
better future.

Existentialism

Existentialist education highlights individual freedom, choice, and self-
discovery, encouraging learners to find personal meaning and authenticity.

The Role of Philosophy in Contemporary
Educational Policy and Practice

In modern education systems, the philosophy of education influences
curriculum design, teaching methods, assessment strategies, and policy
decisions. For example, debates about standardized testing, inclusive
education, and technology integration often reflect underlying philosophical
commitments.

Educational leaders use philosophical insights to navigate challenges such as
balancing tradition with innovation, addressing equity, and fostering
critical citizenship. The philosophy of education also informs teacher
training, emphasizing reflection on ethical responsibilities and pedagogical
goals.

Philosophy and Curriculum Development

Curriculum frameworks draw heavily on philosophical perspectives regarding
what counts as valuable knowledge. Whether emphasizing STEM fields, liberal
arts, or vocational training, curriculum choices reveal assumptions about
education’s purpose.

Ethics and Education

Ethical considerations permeate education, from student rights to teacher
conduct and social justice. Philosophy provides tools to address dilemmas and
promote fairness, respect, and integrity within educational environments.

Key Features and Benefits of Engaging with the



Philosophy of Education

Engaging with the philosophy of education offers several advantages:

e Critical Reflection: It encourages educators and stakeholders to
question assumptions and improve teaching and learning processes.

Clarity of Purpose: Helps define clear educational goals aligned with
societal needs.

Informed Decision-Making: Provides a framework for making coherent
policy and curricular choices.

Ethical Awareness: Promotes understanding of moral implications in
education.

Adaptability: Helps educators respond thoughtfully to social,
technological, and cultural changes.

However, the philosophy of education can also present challenges. Its
abstract nature sometimes makes it difficult to apply directly in classrooms.
Diverse philosophical views may lead to conflicting educational priorities,
complicating consensus-building among educators and policymakers.

Philosophy of Education and Its Relevance in a
Digital Age

With the rise of digital technologies and global connectivity, the philosophy
of education faces new questions about the role of technology, access, and
information literacy. Philosophical inquiry guides how digital tools should
be integrated to enhance learning without compromising critical thinking or
equity.

Educators must consider:

- How does technology reshape the teacher-student dynamic?

- What ethical considerations arise with data privacy and digital
surveillance in schools?

- How can education foster digital citizenship?

Philosophy offers a lens to evaluate these issues thoughtfully, ensuring
education evolves responsibly.

Exploring what is philosophy of education reveals its critical role in



shaping not only what and how we teach but also why education matters. As
societies transform, the ongoing dialogue in educational philosophy remains
essential for guiding meaningful and effective learning experiences.
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Paul Smeyers, 2018-06-09 This handbook presents a comprehensive introduction to the core areas of
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Developments: Kai Horsthemke, Dirk Willem Postma, and Claudia Ruitenberg
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to familiarise readers with the most important perennial questions in philosophy of education. It
explores the ideas and views of famous Indian and Western philosophers, theologians, and
educationists with distinctive theories of education and methods of teaching. It is a very exhaustive
and serious study on the subject.
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Rajendra Kumar Sharma, 2006 It Has Been Rightly Said That Only A True Philosopher May Give A
Practical Shape To Education. Philosophy And Education Go Hand In Hand. Education Depends On
Philosophy For Its Guidance While Philosophy Depends On Education For Its Own Formulation.
Teaching Methods Are Very Much Concerned With The Philosophy Of Education The Teacher Holds.
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The Philosophical Systems Of Education Govern The Teacher S Attitude To The Method Of Teaching.
With A View To Comprehend The Close Relationship Of Philosophy And Education And Their Great
Significance In The Modern Times, The Present Book Philosophy Of Education Has Been Written.The
Book Aims At Presenting The Western Isms Of Philosophy As Well As Indian Philosophy Of Education
Beginning From The Vedas To The Contemporary Philosophies. It Elucidates The Philosophical
Issues And Attempts To Draw The Philosophical Implications Of Every Isms . Invaluable Viewpoints
On Education Of Eminent Educators Like Rousseau, Russell, Swami Dayanand, Annie Besant, M.K.
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and academic freedom. Written by an international team of leading experts, who are directly
engaged with these profound and complex educational problems. Serves as an indispensable guide
to the field of philosophy of education.
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Dupuis, Robin L. Gordon, 2010-03-23 Education students are continually asked to reflect upon their
own philosophy of education and how it relates to their teaching practice. Philosophy of Education in
Historical Perspective: Third Edition focuses on major educational philosophies that have had an
impact on Western education and helps the reader to make sense of past and current trends and to
place them in a historical context. This third edition is updated to correspond with the increasingly
swift changes that have been taking place in education. As we move forward into the twenty-first
century, it is hard to recall that only twenty years ago, computers were not part of standard
classroom equipment. This widely-accessible edition will update the second with another look at
postmodernism as it has continued to develop in the past fifty years.
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Christopher Winch, 2002-01-04 First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis,
an informa company.
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of education to life for the reader. Each chapter: focuses on a particular area of debate and explains
the main concepts includes extracts from philosophical writing, followed by questions that guide the
reader to critically and actively engage with the text guides the reader towards further reading and
suggests next steps and more challenging sources or counter-pointed arguments. The Philosophy of
Education: An Introduction is essential reading for education students and for trainee teachers on
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. It will also appeal to practicing teachers and
educationalists who wish to engage with philosophical approaches to contemporary educational
issues.
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following pages embody an endeavor to detect and state the ideas implied in a democratic society
and to apply these ideas to the problems of the enterprise of education. The discussion includes an
indication of the constructive aims and methods of public education as seen from this point of view,
and a critical estimate of the theories of knowing and moral development which were formulated in



earlier social conditions, but which still operate, in societies nominally democratic, to hamper the
adequate realization of the democratic ideal. As will appear from the book itself, the philosophy
stated in this book connects the growth of democracy with the development of the experimental
method in the sciences, evolutionary ideas in the biological sciences, and the industrial
reorganization, and is concerned to point out the changes in subject matter and method of education
indicated by these developments. --
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what is philosophy of education: Philosophy of Education William Hare, John P. Portelli,
2013-11-04 Revised and updated with 25 new essays, the fourth edition of this bestselling collection
brings together more than 30 leaders in the field of educational theory. An engaging exploration of
the ideas and trends shaping education in today's classrooms, Philosophy of Education includes
topics on high-stakes testing, consumerism in education, and social justice issues in the classroom.
How can we teach students moral values while avoiding indoctrination? How should a teacher deal
with controversial issues in the classroom? What role should standards play in education, and who
develops those standards? And why is the link between theory and practice in the classroom
important in the first place? Philosophy of Education provides students, teachers, and administrators
with a lively and accessible introduction to the central debates and issues in education today.

what is philosophy of education: Philosophy of Education John L. Elias, 1995 Introduces
classical and contemporary philosophical ideas of education in various areas, including intellectual,
moral, aesthetic, religious, political, vocational, physical, and special education, from a historical
perspective. Chapters treat the history of ideas in each area and the history of ideas in practice.
Annotation copyright Book News, In

what is philosophy of education: Philosophy of Education Nel Noddings, 2018-04-17 The first
edition of Nel Noddings' Philosophy of Education was acclaimed as the 'best overview in the field' by
the journal Teaching Philosophy and predicted to 'become the standard textbook in philosophy of
education' by Educational Theory. This classic text, originally designed to give the education student
a comprehensive look at philosophical thought in relation to teaching, learning, research, and
educational policy, has now been updated to reflect the most current thinking in the field. A revised
chapter on Logic and Critical Thinking makes the topic more accessible to students and examines
how critical thinking plays a role in light of the new Common Core standards. Philosophy of
Education introduces students to the evolution of educational thought, from the founding fathers to
contemporary theorists, with consideration of both analytic and continental traditions. This is an
essential text not only for teachers and future teachers, but also for anyone needing a survey of
contemporary trends in philosophy of education.

what is philosophy of education: Education and Philosophy Ansgar Allen, Roy Goddard,
2017-04-24 Philosophy is vital to the study of education, and a sound knowledge of different
philosophical perspectives leads to a deeper engagement with the choices and commitments you
make within your educational practice. This introductory text provides a core understanding of key
moments in the history of Western philosophy. By introducing key transition points in that history, it
investigates the plight of present day education, a period in which the aims and purposes of
education have become increasingly unclear, leaving education open to the rise of instrumentalism
and the forces of capital. Accessibly written, the book carefully analyses the common assumptions
and conflicted history of education, provoking questioning about its nature and purposes. The
authors argue vigorously that thinking critically about education from a philosophical perspective
will give practicing and trainee teachers, as well as students on undergraduate Education and
Masters-level courses a fuller command of their own role and context.

what is philosophy of education: Making Sense of Education David Carr, 2005-07-08
Making Sense of Education provides a contemporary introduction to the key issues in educational
philosophy and theory. Exploring major past and present conceptions of education, teaching and
learning, this book makes philosophy of education relevant to the professional practice of teachers
and student teachers, as well of interest to those studying education as an academic subject. The



book is divided into three parts: education, teaching and professional practice: issues concerning
education, the role of the teacher, the relationship of educational theory to practice and the wider
moral dimensions of pedagogy learning, knowledge and curriculum: issues concerning behaviourist
and cognitive theories of learning, knowledge and meaning, curriculum aims and content and
evaluation and assessment schooling, society and culture: issues of the wider social and political
context of education concerning liberalism and communitarianism, justice and equality,
differentiation, authority and discipline. This timely and up-to-date introduction assists all those
studying and/or working in education to appreciate the main philosophical sources of and influences
on present day thinking about education, teaching and learning

what is philosophy of education: Philosophy of Education in Action David W. Nicholson,
2022-02-06 Philosophy of Education in Action: An Inquiry-Based Approach (Second Edition) is an
innovative introductory text that invites readers to explore philosophy of education through the lens
of their own observations and experiences. Using the Wonder Model of Inquiry, readers investigate
the purposes of education, how schools are designed to fulfill those purposes, and the influence of
philosophy on educational practices. Grounded in authentic classroom vignettes and supported by
examples from actual schools and educational programs, readers think critically and creatively about
philosophical issues. Probing questions analyze the curriculum, examine pedagogy, conceptualize
the role of the teacher and student in the learning process, and explore the role of school
organization and design. Readers are guided to reflect upon their own practices and articulate their
own philosophical beliefs. Readers also imagine and design a hypothetical school using
project-based methods to interpret, synthesize, and evaluate different educational philosophies. The
Continuum of Educational Philosophy locates practices in relation to philosophical perspectives. The
Second Edition includes updated sources and examples of schools and programs that represent
different philosophical perspectives. In addition to applying the 3Cs criteria of evaluation, two new
chapters highlight voices that respond to and challenge different educational philosophies. The final
chapter adds guidance on how to construct and compose a personal philosophy of education
statement.

what is philosophy of education: Philosophy of Education J.J. Chambliss, 2013-07-04 First
Published in 1996. This first of its kind Encyclopaedia charts the influence of philosophic ideas that
have had the greatest influence on education from Ancient Greece to the present. It covers classical
thinkers as Plato, Augustine, Hypatia, Locke and Rousseau, as well as recent figures such as
Montessori, Heldegger, Du Bois and Dewey. It illuminates time-hounded ideas and concepts such as
idealism, practical wisdom, scholasticism, tragedy and truth, as well as modern constructs as critical
theory, existentialism, phenomenology, Marxism and post-Colonialism. The coverage consists of 228
articles by 184 contributors who survey the full spectrum of the philosophy of education.

what is philosophy of education: Philosophies of Education Glenn Max Wingo, 1974

what is philosophy of education: The SAGE Handbook of Philosophy of Education Richard
Bailey, Robin Barrow, David Carr, Christine McCarthy, 2010-03-23 This book provides an
authoritative, yet accessible guide to the Philosophy of Education, its scope, its key thinkers and
movements, and its potential contribution to a range of educational concerns. The text offers a
balanced view of three key dimensions: first, in giving an equal weight to different styles and modes
of philosophy; second, by including past and present perspectives on philosophy of education; and
third, in covering both the general perennial issues in philosophy and issues of more contemporary
concern. Section one of the book exemplifies different styles of philosophy, paying attention to the
contemporary debates as to the nature, possibilities and limitations of these different approaches to
philosophy of education. Section two is devoted to particular thinkers of the past, and more general
coverage of the history of philosophy of education. Section three is dedicated to contemporary
philosophic thought on education, providing the basis and reference point for an exploration of
contemporary issues. The handbook is designed primarily to be useful to students studying the field
of philosophy of education, in the context of the study of educational foundations or theory. But it is
also designed to be of use to practising teachers who wish to gain easy access to current




philosophical thinking on particular contemporary educational issues, and to educationalists of all
types who want a succinct guide to questions relating to the nature, the history, and the current
state of the art of philosophy of education.

what is philosophy of education: Introduction to the Philosophy of Education George
Frederick Kneller, 1964 The appearance of Professor Kneller's INTRODUCTION TO THE
PHILOSOPHY OF EDUATION is an occasion of significance in the field. It is so especially for those
who are not already familiar with FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION- a comprehensive basic text
edited by Professor Kneller- since the present work incorporates much of the author's contribution
to the earlier one. FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION is being used in education classes at nearly
seventy colleges and universities across the country, and educators have made much of its merits in
numerous reviews such as this one, expected from the Journal of Higher Education: This book
accomplishes more successfully than any other I have read the task of justifying Education as a
subject-matter per se. Mr. Kneller's true knowledge of history and pf philosophical thought is
coupled with a genuine interest in what constitutes sound experiment and practice in our great
attempt to educate all the people. The new book features considerable expansion of specific material
in FOUNDATIONS; for example: the sections on existentialism and logical analysis have been
rewritten, greatly enlarged, and set forth in a separate chapter entitled Newer Modes of Thinking.
The chapter on Traditional Philosophies of Education cogently discusses Idealism, Realism, and
Pragmatism, and the final chapter- Contemporary Educational Theories- offers lucid summaries of
Progressivism, Perennialism, Essentialism, and Reconstructionism. One of the virtues of the text is
its straightforward approach; professors of education are thereby enabled to hold their students
responsible for knowing the schools of philosophy, and to concentrate freely on the various points of
view.
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