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Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers: A Deep Dive into a Powerful Coming-of-Age Novel

scorpions by walter dean myers stands out as a compelling exploration of youth,
identity, and the challenges of growing up in a tough urban environment. This novel,
written by the acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers, delves into the life of a young boy
navigating the complexities of loyalty, violence, and self-discovery. If you’re curious about
the themes, characters, and lasting impact of this book, you’re in the right place.

Understanding Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers

Walter Dean Myers was known for writing stories that resonate with young readers,
especially those from marginalized communities. His ability to portray authentic
experiences made his books both relatable and impactful. In *Scorpions*, Myers captures
the gritty reality of Harlem in the 1970s through the eyes of a young protagonist named
Jamal.

The Plot at a Glance

*Scorpions* follows Jamal, a 13-year-old boy who lives in a neighborhood where gangs and
violence are part of everyday life. He becomes involved with a local gang called the
Scorpions, which leads to internal conflicts about loyalty, morality, and survival. Throughout
the novel, Jamal struggles to protect his family, maintain his integrity, and find a way to rise
above the cycle of violence surrounding him.

Key Themes Explored in the Novel

Walter Dean Myers weaves several powerful themes into *Scorpions*:

- **Identity and Belonging:** Jamal’s journey highlights the struggle to find oneself amid
peer pressure and societal expectations.
- **Violence and Its Consequences:** The book does not glamorize gang life but rather
shows the harsh realities and costs of living in a violent environment.
- **Family and Responsibility:** Jamal’s relationship with his family adds depth to the
narrative, showcasing the importance of support and love despite hardships.
- **Courage and Growth:** The story is ultimately about a young boy’s courage to make
difficult choices and grow beyond his circumstances.

Why Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers Remains



Relevant

Even decades after its publication, *Scorpions* continues to resonate with readers today.
Its honest portrayal of urban life and the universal themes of adolescence make it a
timeless piece of literature.

Impact on Young Adult Literature

Walter Dean Myers was a pioneer in young adult (YA) literature, especially in creating
stories that reflected the experiences of African American youth. *Scorpions* is a prime
example of this, breaking away from stereotypical narratives and providing a voice to those
often underrepresented in mainstream literature.

Educational Value and Classroom Use

Teachers and educators frequently include *Scorpions* in their curricula because it sparks
meaningful discussions about social issues such as poverty, racism, and violence. The book
encourages critical thinking and empathy, making it a valuable tool for engaging students
with real-world topics.

Characters and Their Significance in Scorpions

One of the strengths of *Scorpions* is its well-developed characters who bring authenticity
and emotional weight to the story.

Jamal’s Character Development

Jamal is portrayed with nuance, showing both his vulnerabilities and strengths. His internal
conflict between wanting to belong and staying true to himself is relatable to many readers,
especially teenagers grappling with similar issues of identity and peer pressure.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

- **Rashad:** Jamal’s older brother, who represents a more positive role model and a
source of guidance.
- **Clyde:** The leader of the Scorpions gang, embodying the allure and dangers of gang
life.
- **Jamal’s Parents:** Their struggles and love provide a grounding influence amid the
chaos of the neighborhood.



These characters contribute to the complexity of the narrative and help illustrate the varied
influences on Jamal’s life.

Writing Style and Narrative Technique

Walter Dean Myers’ writing style in *Scorpions* is straightforward and accessible, making it
perfect for young readers. His use of vivid descriptions and authentic dialogue immerses
readers in Jamal’s world without overwhelming them with complicated language.

Use of First-Person Perspective

The story is told from Jamal’s point of view, which creates an intimate connection between
the reader and the protagonist. This perspective allows readers to experience Jamal’s
emotions, fears, and hopes firsthand, adding depth to the narrative.

Balancing Realism and Hope

While *Scorpions* does not shy away from depicting harsh realities, Myers balances this
with moments of hope and resilience. This approach ensures that the book is not just a
bleak portrayal but also a story about the possibility of change and growth.

Tips for Readers and Educators Exploring
Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers

If you’re planning to read *Scorpions* or include it in a classroom setting, here are some
insights to enrich the experience:

Discuss the Historical Context: Understanding the social and economic conditions
of 1970s Harlem can provide important background for the novel’s setting.

Explore Character Motivations: Encourage readers to analyze why characters
make certain decisions, especially in the context of peer pressure and survival.

Connect Themes to Today: Draw parallels between the issues in the book and
current social challenges to make the story more relevant.

Encourage Personal Reflection: Ask readers to reflect on their own experiences
with identity, loyalty, and courage, fostering empathy and self-awareness.



Related Works and Further Reading

Walter Dean Myers has authored numerous other books that tackle similar themes, offering
readers more opportunities to explore diverse perspectives on adolescence and urban life.
Some noteworthy titles include:

Monster – A gripping novel about a boy on trial for murder, exploring themes of justice
and perception.

Fallen Angels – A powerful story about a young soldier’s experience in the Vietnam
War.

Somewhere in the Darkness – A tale of a boy reconnecting with his estranged father
while facing harsh realities.

These books, like *Scorpions*, showcase Myers’ commitment to telling stories that matter
and resonate deeply with readers.

Exploring *Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers* offers not only a gripping narrative but also a
window into the struggles and triumphs of youth in challenging circumstances. Its honest
portrayal, relatable characters, and meaningful themes continue to inspire and educate
readers, making it a staple in young adult literature. Whether you’re reading for pleasure or
study, *Scorpions* provides a powerful journey through the trials of growing up with
courage and heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Scorpions' by Walter Dean
Myers?
'Scorpions' explores themes of friendship, loyalty, violence, and the struggle to make moral
choices in a challenging urban environment.

Who is the protagonist in 'Scorpions' and what
challenges does he face?
The protagonist is a young boy named Jamal, who faces challenges such as gang violence,
peer pressure, and trying to protect his family while making the right decisions.

How does Walter Dean Myers portray gang life in
'Scorpions'?
Myers portrays gang life realistically, showing both the dangers and the sense of belonging



it provides, highlighting the complexity of choices faced by young people in tough
neighborhoods.

What role does family play in 'Scorpions'?
Family plays a crucial role as Jamal's relationships with his parents and siblings influence
his decisions and provide emotional support amid the chaos around him.

How does Jamal’s character develop throughout the
novel?
Jamal grows from a boy caught up in gang conflicts to someone who understands the
consequences of violence and strives to find a better path for himself.

What is the significance of the title 'Scorpions'?
The title refers to the name of the gang involved in the story, symbolizing the danger and
sting of gang violence that affects the characters' lives.

How does Walter Dean Myers use language and style in
'Scorpions'?
Myers uses straightforward, accessible language with vivid descriptions and dialogue that
capture the authentic voice of urban youth.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Scorpions'?
Readers can learn about the importance of making positive choices, the impact of peer
pressure, and the value of family and personal integrity.

Is 'Scorpions' suitable for young adult readers, and
why?
Yes, 'Scorpions' is suitable for young adults because it addresses real-life issues faced by
teens, encouraging empathy and critical thinking about social problems.

Additional Resources
Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers: A Deep Dive into Urban Realities and Youth Struggles

scorpions by walter dean myers stands as a compelling narrative that delves into the
turbulent life of adolescence amidst urban hardship. As a seminal work by Walter Dean
Myers, a prolific author known for his authentic portrayal of African American youth,
*Scorpions* offers readers a raw and insightful exploration of themes such as violence,
identity, family dynamics, and survival. This novel not only enriches the young adult literary
canon but also serves as an essential text for understanding the complexities of inner-city
life through the lens of a teenager.



Exploring the Narrative and Characters in
Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers

At the heart of *Scorpions* is the protagonist, Jamal, a young boy navigating the challenges
of growing up in Harlem. Myers crafts a vivid portrait of Jamal’s world, where the streets are
fraught with danger and moral ambiguity. The scorpions, symbolic of both the
neighborhood gang and the dangers surrounding Jamal, underscore the constant tension
between innocence and the harsh realities that threaten to consume him.

Walter Dean Myers’s storytelling is marked by a straightforward yet evocative style that
resonates with young readers and adults alike. The language is accessible without
sacrificing depth, allowing the narrative to unfold with emotional honesty. Through Jamal’s
eyes, readers witness a journey of self-discovery and resilience, highlighting the internal
conflicts faced by youth caught in cycles of violence and poverty.

Thematic Depth: Violence, Identity, and Family

One of the most prominent themes in *Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers* is the pervasive
presence of violence. Unlike sensationalized depictions common in media, Myers
approaches violence with nuance, illustrating its impact on individuals and communities.
Jamal’s encounters with gang members and street violence are not merely plot devices but
serve to question the socio-economic conditions that foster such environments.

Identity emerges as another critical theme. Jamal’s struggle to define himself outside the
expectations imposed by his surroundings reflects a universal adolescent experience
intensified by cultural and societal pressures. The novel examines how identity is shaped by
family, peers, and the broader community, emphasizing the challenges of maintaining
integrity in a world that often rewards conformity to destructive norms.

The familial relationships portrayed in the novel add further layers to Jamal’s character.
Myers contrasts the warmth and support of Jamal's immediate family with the chaos of the
streets, underscoring the importance of positive role models and emotional grounding. This
dynamic offers readers a nuanced understanding of how family can serve as both a refuge
and a battleground in urban contexts.

Walter Dean Myers’s Contribution to Young Adult
Literature

Walter Dean Myers is a pivotal figure in young adult literature, particularly for his
commitment to representing marginalized voices. *Scorpions* exemplifies his dedication to
authenticity, providing a narrative that neither romanticizes nor condemns its setting but
rather presents it with empathy and complexity. This approach has earned Myers acclaim
for fostering empathy and awareness among readers from diverse backgrounds.



Comparison with Other Works by Myers

When placed alongside Myers’s other notable works like *Monster* and *Fallen Angels*,
*Scorpions* shares thematic concerns such as identity crisis and societal challenges but
distinguishes itself with a focus on urban gang dynamics. While *Monster* explores the
justice system through the eyes of a teenager on trial, and *Fallen Angels* delves into the
Vietnam War’s impact on young soldiers, *Scorpions* zeroes in on street-level survival and
the battle for personal integrity.

This thematic variety within Myers’s oeuvre enriches the reader’s understanding of youth
struggles across different contexts. *Scorpions* complements these narratives by
highlighting how environment shapes experience, adding a vital urban perspective to his
body of work.

Educational Value and Usage in Curricula

*Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers* is frequently included in middle and high school curricula
due to its relevance and accessibility. Educators appreciate its potential to spark
discussions about social justice, peer pressure, and ethical decision-making. The book’s
realistic portrayal of adolescent challenges makes it a valuable tool for encouraging
empathy and critical thinking among students.

In classrooms, *Scorpions* can be paired with discussions on urban sociology, literature,
and youth psychology. Its narrative invites analysis of character development, setting, and
thematic motifs, providing an engaging platform for literary study while fostering social
awareness.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Upon its publication, *Scorpions* received positive reviews for its honest and gripping
storytelling. Critics praised Myers’s ability to capture the voice of a young protagonist
authentically, highlighting the book’s contribution to diversifying young adult literature. Its
portrayal of Harlem’s realities challenges stereotypes by offering a complex picture of
community and personal growth.

The novel’s cultural impact extends beyond literature, influencing discussions about youth
violence and urban policy. By humanizing the struggles faced by many teenagers,
*Scorpions* encourages readers and policymakers alike to consider the underlying causes
of social issues rather than merely their symptoms.

Strengths and Limitations

Among the strengths of *Scorpions* are its compelling characterizations and thematic
resonance. Myers’s skillful narrative hooks readers while prompting reflection on broader



social topics. The book’s pacing and dialogue contribute to an immersive reading
experience that balances tension with moments of hope.

However, some critics argue that the novel’s focus on violence and hardship might
overshadow other aspects of adolescent life, potentially reinforcing a singular narrative of
urban youth as victims or perpetrators of crime. While this perspective is valid, it also
underscores the importance of supplementary texts that represent diverse experiences
within similar communities.

Strengths: Authentic voice, relatable protagonist, thematic depth, educational
relevance.

Limitations: Potential for reinforcing stereotypes if not contextualized, limited
exploration of positive community dynamics.

Final Reflections on Scorpions by Walter Dean
Myers

*Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers* remains a significant work that captures the
complexities of growing up in an environment fraught with challenges. Its unflinching
portrayal of violence, identity, and family resonates with readers seeking both
entertainment and insight. Through Jamal’s journey, Myers invites a deeper understanding
of the pressures facing urban youth, making the novel an enduring piece in the landscape
of young adult literature.

The book’s layered narrative and authentic voice ensure its continued relevance in literary
discussions and educational settings. By engaging with *Scorpions*, readers are
encouraged to look beyond stereotypes and appreciate the resilience and humanity of
young people navigating difficult circumstances.
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complex and often frustrating society. Pushed by a bully to fight and nagged by his principal, Jamal
is having a difficult time staying in school. His home life is not much better, with his mother working
her fingers to the bone to try to earn the money for an appeal for Jamal's jailed older brother, Randy.
Jamal wants to do the right thing and help earn the money to free his brother by working, but he's
afraid to go against the Scorpions. Jamal eventually pulls free of the gang's bad influence, but only
through the narrowest of escapes. Walter Dean Myers, five-time winner of the Coretta Scott King
Award, sensitively explores the loyalty and love between friends faced with hard choices. Scorpions
is 25 years old, but the issues of poverty and violence make it a timeless powerful read—sadly as
relevant as ever.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Scorpions Walter Dean Myers, 1990-01 After reluctantly
taking on the leadership of the Harlem gang, the Scorpions, Jamal finds that his enemies treat him
with respect when he acquires a gun--until a tragedy occurs.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Scorpions Michael Golden, Walter Dean Myers, 1993
Suggests pre-reading activities, vocabulary and comprehension exercises, and follow-up activities to
be used in conjunction with the novel Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Amy Sickels, 2013-11
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-01-24
Walter Dean Myers, preeminent author of teen fiction biography and verse, refines the image of
black characters that are frequently trivialized or vilified in juvenile literature, advertising,
television, and film. From his saga The Glory Field to his novel The Young Landlords, Myers's canon
surveys the complex realm of the teen years as colliding settings in home, school, and the street.
This volume introduces readers to both the writer and his work, with an emphasis on the characters,
dates, events, motifs, and themes from the books. Myers's 101 A-to-Z entries offer concise, analytical
discussion on all topics and include generous citations from primary and secondary sources. Each
entry concludes with a selected bibliography on such subjects as segregation, Malcolm X, urbanism,
writing, metafiction, drugs and alcohol, slavery, and the Vietnam War. Appendices offer a timeline of
historical events in Myers's writings and forty topics for group or individual projects, oral analysis,
background material, and theme development. A map of Harlem (where many of the stories are set),
genealogical diagrams for characters, and an author chronology contribute to a comprehensive
presentation.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Young Adult Fiction by African American Writers, 1968-1993
Deborah Kutenplon, Ellen Olmstead, 2014-04-08 Comprehensive and up-to-dateThe first
contemporary publication to go beyond examining broad themes and trends in the field, this timely
volume looks closely at specific authors and texts. The book is comprehensive and as current as
possible, covering works by African American authors for young adults published between
1968-1993-some 200 titles by close to 50 writers. In addition to established authors and bestselling
titles, the coverage includes material overlooked by previous studies, such as works from small
presses and talented new authors.Guidlines for evaluationAn extensive introduction reviews
important milestones in this body of literature and analyzes noteworthy bibliographical and critical
publications about such writing. It includes suggested guidelines for evaluating a work in terms of
its direct and indirect treatment of such issues as race, gender, class, ability, age, sexuality, and
sexual orientation. The book also offers specific guidance for determining the appropriate
readership for a work with regard to age and gender.Unusually extensive annotationsThe main body
of the book is an annotated bibliography, alphabetical by author, with the works arranged
chronologically by publication date. The annotations are much more extensive than those in other
bibliographies. Each annotation reads more like a full-length book review and is from one to two
pages long and explores themes, plot and character development, evaluates the quality of the
writing, judges the handling of issues of race, class, and gender, and provides a readership
recommendation.Written in accessible language, this user-friendly book presents a wide range of
factual information, evaluations, and analyses. It is a valuable tool for all teachers, librarians,
counselors, and young adults



  scorpions by walter dean myers: Vocabulary Instruction for Academic Success Hallie Kay
Yopp, Ruth Helen Yopp, Ashley Bishop, Peter J. Fisher, 2008-09-24 Based on current research, this
user-friendly resource provides vocabulary development strategies that are grouped together
according to purpose.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's "Sunrise over
Fallujah" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's Sunrise over
Fallujah, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes
plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of
your research needs.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Literacy Instruction with Disciplinary Texts William E.
Lewis, John Z. Strong, 2020-10-28 To develop strong disciplinary literacy skills, middle and high
school students need to engage with diverse types of challenging texts in every content area. This
book provides a blueprint for constructing literacy-rich instructional units in English language arts,
science, and social studies. The authors describe how to design interconnected text sets and plan
lessons that support learning and engagement before, during, and after reading. Presented are ways
to build academic vocabulary and background knowledge, teach research-based comprehension
strategies, and guide effective discussions and text-based writing activities. Chapters also cover how
to teach students to write argumentative, informative, and narrative essays, and to conduct
discipline-specific inquiry. Special features include sample text sets and 24 reproducible planning
templates and other teaching tools; purchasers get access to a Web page where they can download
and print the reproducible materials in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Storymaking in Elementary and Middle School Classrooms
Joanne M. Golden, 2000-01-01 This book examines storymaking processes in K-8 classrooms from a
social-semiotic perspective that highlights how participants' discourse influences story construction
and interpretation. It is unique in that it invites the reader to actively engage in the analysis of
classroom discourse and to consider issues related to storymaking in specific classrooms. Examples
of theory in action illustrate important issues regarding text selection and the roles of teachers and
students in affecting meaning-making processes. An excellent text for upper-level and graduate
courses in language, literacy, and literature education, Storymaking in Elementary and Middle
School Classrooms includes: * Transcripts of teacher-student-text discourse in kindergarten, and
second-, fifth-, seventh-, and eighth-grade classrooms. * Helpful overviews at the beginning of each
chapter. * Theory-into-practice sections at the end of each chapter that pose issues to think about
related to classroom practice. * A separate chapter on translating theory into practice in the
classroom, with practical suggestions.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: On the Same Page Janet Allen, 2024-11-01 Maya Angelou
says, Words mean more than what is set down on paper. It takes the human voice to infuse them
with the shades of deeper meaning. On the Same Page celebrates the use of our voices in shared
reading with students to help them gain deeper understanding of the texts we read. If you have
enjoyed the increased engagement and motivation that accompany reading with your students and
wondered how to extend those benefits throughout the day, this book offers support for using this
approach as a foundation for learning across content areas. On the Same Page explores the use of
shared reading as an instructional approach for readers and writers at all levels of language
proficiency. Janet Allen provides research, resources, practical ideas, and strategies for building
from shared reading to increase students' literate experiences in a variety of curricular and
instructional areas:strategic reading and comprehension;building background knowledge for content
literacy;personal, academic, and public writing;transitions to independent reading;community
knowledge and literature circles;increased vocabulary;modeled fluency. On the Same Page is
enriched with a wide range of student work as well as extensive appendices of additional resources,
graphic organizers, suggested reading lists, and teaching guides for implementation of shared
reading in your classroom.



  scorpions by walter dean myers: Young Adult Literature and Adolescent Identity Across
Cultures and Classrooms Janet Alsup, 2010-07-02 Taking a critical, research-oriented perspective,
this exploration of the theoretical, empirical, and pedagogical connections between the reading and
teaching of young adult literature and adolescent identity development centers around three key
questions: Who are the teens reading young adult literature? Why should teachers teach young adult
literature? Why are teens reading young adult literature? All chapters work simultaneously on two
levels: each provides both a critical resource about contemporary young adult literature that could
be used in YA literature classes or workshops and specific practical suggestions about what texts to
use and how to teach them effectively in middle and high school classes. Theorizing, problematizing,
and reflecting in new ways on the teaching and reading of young adult literature in middle and
secondary school classrooms, this valuable resource for teachers and teacher educators will help
them to develop classrooms where students use literature as a means of making sense of
themselves, each other, and the world around them.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Connecting Cultures Rebecca L. Thomas, 1996-01-30 A
comprehensive guide to multicultural literature for children, this valuable resource features more
than 1,600 titles—including fiction, folktales, poetry, and song books—that focus on diverse cultural
groups. The selected titles, pubished between the 1970s and 1990s are suitable for use with
preschoolers through sixth graders and are likely to be found on the shelves of school and public
libraries. Topics are timely, with an emphasis on books that reflect the needs and interests of today's
children. Each detailed entry includes bibliographic information. Use level is also included, as are
cultural designation, subjects, and a summary. The invaluable Subject Access section incorporates
use level culture information.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Denise M. Jordan, 2013-01-01 Walter
Dean Myers tells it like it is in his award-winning novels about urban teenagers with real problems.
With humor and a keen ear for dialogue, Myers creates characters that speak directly to today's
teens. As a young reader, Myers could not find books about African-American boys like himself.
Drawing upon his own struggles and experiences, he has filled that literary gap with fascinating
novels filled with realistic stories that appeal to readers of all backgrounds and cultures.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: The Read-Aloud Handbook Jim Trelease, 2013-06-25 A New
York Times and million copy bestseller, the classic handbook on reading aloud to children—revised
and updated Recommended by “Dear Abby”, The New York Times and The Washington Post, for
three decades, millions of parents and educators have turned to Jim Trelease's beloved classic to
help countless children become avid readers through awakening their imaginations and improving
their language skills. Now this new edition of The Read-Aloud Handbook imparts the benefits,
rewards, and importance of reading aloud to children of a new generation. Supported by delightful
anecdotes as well as the latest research, The Read-Aloud Handbook offers proven techniques and
strategies—and the reasoning behind them—for helping children discover the pleasures of reading
and setting them on the road to becoming lifelong readers.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Through the Eyes of a Child Donna E. Norton, 1991 In its
seventh edition, Through the Eyes of a Child: An Introduction to Children's Literature continues to
be a visually stunning, theoretically sound, comprehensive overview of children's literature. It
focuses squarely on selecting and evaluating quality literature to share with children and guiding
them to appreciate and respond to that literature. This edition features multicultural literature and
young adult literature in every chapter, expanded coverage of biographies and informational books
and over 100 new children's titles referenced throughout. A children's literature CD-ROM
accompanies the book and contains bibliographic information for thousands of titles, making it even
easier to share quality literature with children and adolescents.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Gangs Jabari Lindsay, 2012-04-16 An accessible guide to a
tough problem, written by a youth social worker with gang-exit-strategy experience
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Perspectives on Rescuing Urban Literacy Education
Robert B. Cooter, 2003-12-08 Perspectives on Rescuing Urban Literacy Education: Spies, Saboteurs,



and Saints is an exploration of the variables that contribute to the improvement of literacy
instruction in large urban school districts. The book grows out of a five-year initiative known as The
Dallas Reading Plan--a $50 million collaborative effort between area business and corporate
interests, philanthropy, and the Dallas Independent School District. Audiences include university
professors and graduate students in reading/literacy education, educational leadership, special
education, urban studies, and change management theory, school board members, business and
community leaders, classroom teachers, parents, and those concerned with the status of literacy
education in urban settings.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: Reid's Read-Alouds 2 Rob Reid, 2011 From humor and
drama to science fiction and history, Reid makes it easy to find just the right place to begin, with
unique 10-minute read-aloud suggestions drawn from 200 carefully selected titles.
  scorpions by walter dean myers: What the Dormouse Said Amy Gash, 2004-10-01 This
one-of-a-kind collection reminds weary adults not to lose sight of the values and virtues they learned
as kids. Here are over three hundred quotations from over two hundred well-loved children's books,
such as Charlotte's Web, Peter Pan, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, Eloise, Sounder, Number
the Stars, and Goodnight Moon, organized by topic, among them Acceptance, Goodness, Family
Woes, and Growing Old. On Silence: I assure you that you can pick up more information when you
are listening than when you are talking.--E. B.White, The Trumpet of the Swan. On Reverence:
Dying's part of the wheel, right there next to being born. . . . Being part of the whole thing, that's the
blessing.--Natalie Babbitt, Tuck Everlasting. With clever illustrations from Pierre Le-Tan, here is a
book to share with a friend or keep by your own bedside. It's the perfect gift for your sister, your
mother, your brother, your nephew, your kid's teacher, your daughter away at college, your son in
the Navy, your mailman, your priest, for the old lady next door, or for the baby just born. Most
importantly, give it to yourself. It will help you remember why you loved reading in the first place.
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