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**His Dark Materials The Amber Spyglass: A Journey Through Fantasy and Philosophy**

his dark materials the amber spyglass stands as the captivating finale of Philip Pullman’s
celebrated fantasy trilogy, weaving together adventure, philosophy, and compelling characters in a
richly imagined multiverse. This novel not only concludes the epic tale of Lyra Belacqua and Will Parry
but also explores profound themes of consciousness, free will, and the nature of the soul, making it a
masterpiece that appeals to both young readers and adults alike.

Understanding the Place of The Amber Spyglass in the
His Dark Materials Trilogy

The Amber Spyglass is the third book in the His Dark Materials series, following Northern Lights (also
known as The Golden Compass) and The Subtle Knife. While the first two books introduce readers to a
universe filled with dæmons, armored bears, and a mysterious substance called Dust, The Amber
Spyglass expands the scope dramatically. It ventures into new worlds and deeper philosophical
questions, tying together threads from the earlier books in a satisfying and thought-provoking way.

The Evolution of Lyra and Will’s Journey

At the heart of The Amber Spyglass is the evolving relationship between Lyra and Will. Their journey
is not just physical but emotional and spiritual. Both characters grow from curious children into young
adults facing enormous responsibilities and moral dilemmas. The novel explores their courage, love,
and sacrifices as they confront powerful forces that seek to control knowledge and freedom.

Unlike typical fantasy stories that focus solely on external conflicts, Pullman’s work delves into the
internal struggles of his characters. This depth adds richness to The Amber Spyglass, making it
resonate on multiple levels.

Key Themes Explored in His Dark Materials The Amber
Spyglass

One of the reasons why The Amber Spyglass continues to captivate readers is its blend of fantasy
with deep philosophical themes. Pullman doesn’t shy away from challenging ideas, encouraging
readers to think critically about the world around them.

The Nature of Dust and Consciousness

Dust, a mysterious particle introduced earlier in the trilogy, takes center stage in this final installment.



It symbolizes consciousness, knowledge, and original sin, but Pullman reinterprets these concepts in a
way that questions traditional religious narratives. The amber spyglass itself is a device that allows
characters to see Dust, revealing hidden realities and the interconnectedness of all things.

This theme invites readers to ponder the relationship between matter and spirit, science and religion,
and the mysteries of existence.

Free Will and Authority

Throughout the novel, the protagonists face institutions and powers that attempt to impose control
and limit freedom. The struggle between individual freedom and authoritarian control is a recurring
element in His Dark Materials the amber spyglass. Pullman critiques dogmatic systems and
champions the idea that knowledge and understanding should be free and accessible.

The Significance of The Amber Spyglass in Fantasy
Literature

His Dark Materials The Amber Spyglass is often praised for redefining what a fantasy novel can be. It
combines elements of classic fantasy—such as parallel worlds, magical artifacts, and mythical
creatures—with sharp philosophical inquiry and social commentary.

Complex Characters and Moral Ambiguity

Unlike traditional fantasy heroes who embody clear-cut good or evil, Pullman’s characters are
complex and morally nuanced. Lyra and Will, as well as secondary characters like Mary Malone and
Lord Asriel, each have their motivations and flaws. This complexity adds realism and depth to the
narrative, encouraging readers to engage with the story beyond surface-level entertainment.

Rich World-Building and Imaginative Settings

The Amber Spyglass takes readers across multiple worlds, including Lyra’s Oxford-like universe, the
city of Cittàgazze, and the land of the dead. Each setting is vividly described and integral to the plot.
The imaginative creatures, such as the mulefa and their unique relationship with nature, showcase
Pullman’s creativity and attention to detail.

Exploring the Symbolism of the Amber Spyglass

The amber spyglass itself is more than just a magical item; it is a powerful symbol in the novel. It
represents clarity, insight, and the ability to perceive truths hidden from ordinary sight.



The Spyglass as a Tool for Discovery

In the story, the spyglass allows characters to see invisible Dust particles, which are crucial to
understanding the universe’s mysteries. This capability mirrors the broader theme of seeking
knowledge beyond the obvious, encouraging readers to question appearances and explore deeper
realities.

Connection to Enlightenment and Awareness

Symbolically, the amber spyglass embodies enlightenment—both intellectual and spiritual. It suggests
that true understanding requires tools and perspectives that transcend ordinary experience. This
aligns with Pullman’s wider message about the importance of curiosity, openness, and skepticism.

Tips for New Readers Diving Into His Dark Materials
The Amber Spyglass

For those approaching The Amber Spyglass for the first time, especially readers unfamiliar with the
earlier books, here are some helpful pointers to enhance the reading experience:

Start with the first book: The trilogy builds progressively, so beginning with Northern Lights
will provide essential context and character development.

Pay attention to the dæmons: These animal manifestations of a person’s soul are central to
the story’s emotional and thematic layers.

Embrace the philosophical elements: Don’t hesitate to reflect on the questions the book
raises about existence, morality, and knowledge.

Keep a character map: With multiple worlds and a broad cast, it can help to jot down who’s
who to keep track of relationships and motives.

Engage with fan discussions: Online forums and book clubs often provide insightful
interpretations and can deepen your appreciation of the text.

The Impact and Legacy of His Dark Materials The
Amber Spyglass

Since its publication, The Amber Spyglass has influenced both readers and writers, solidifying Philip
Pullman’s status as a giant in modern fantasy literature. The novel’s blend of imaginative storytelling
and intellectual depth has inspired adaptations, including stage plays, radio dramatizations, and a



popular television series.

Additionally, the book’s willingness to tackle complex themes has opened doors for more nuanced
narratives in young adult literature, demonstrating that fantasy can be a vehicle for serious ideas
without sacrificing entertainment.

Readers often find themselves revisiting the trilogy, discovering new insights with each reading. The
Amber Spyglass, in particular, rewards thoughtful engagement, making it a timeless piece in the
fantasy canon.

---

His Dark Materials The Amber Spyglass is more than just a fantasy novel—it’s a profound exploration
of human experience, knowledge, and the eternal quest for understanding. Whether you’re drawn to
its adventurous plot, its philosophical depth, or its richly imagined worlds, this book offers a unique
and rewarding journey that lingers long after the final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'His Dark Materials: The Amber Spyglass' about?
'The Amber Spyglass' is the third and final book in Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials trilogy, following
Lyra Belacqua and Will Parry as they journey through parallel universes to confront the Authority and
uncover deep truths about Dust, consciousness, and existence.

Who are the main characters in 'The Amber Spyglass'?
The main characters include Lyra Belacqua, Will Parry, Mrs. Coulter, Lord Asriel, and various
supporting characters such as Mary Malone and the angels.

What role does the Amber Spyglass itself play in the story?
The Amber Spyglass is a device invented by Mary Malone that allows the user to see Dust, a
mysterious particle linked to consciousness, playing a crucial role in the unfolding events and the
characters' understanding of their world.

How does 'The Amber Spyglass' explore themes of religion
and authority?
'The Amber Spyglass' challenges organized religion and authoritarian control through its portrayal of
the Authority, a god-like figure, and explores themes of free will, knowledge, and rebellion against
oppressive systems.

What is the significance of Dust in the novel?
Dust represents consciousness and original sin; it is central to the plot as it connects all living things
and is the reason behind the conflict between different factions in the story.



How does 'The Amber Spyglass' conclude the trilogy?
The book concludes with Lyra and Will making profound sacrifices, the destruction of the Authority's
regime, and the establishment of a new understanding between worlds, emphasizing themes of love,
loss, and maturity.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Amber Spyglass'?
While the entire His Dark Materials trilogy is being adapted into a television series by HBO and BBC,
'The Amber Spyglass' has not yet been adapted as a standalone film or play.

What age group is 'The Amber Spyglass' suitable for?
'The Amber Spyglass' is generally suitable for young adults and older readers due to its complex
themes, but it is also appreciated by adult readers for its philosophical depth and adventurous
narrative.

Additional Resources
**His Dark Materials: The Amber Spyglass – An In-Depth Exploration of Philip Pullman’s Epic Finale**

his dark materials the amber spyglass represents the culminating volume in Philip Pullman’s
critically acclaimed fantasy trilogy. As the third installment following *Northern Lights* (published as
*The Golden Compass* in North America) and *The Subtle Knife*, this novel not only concludes the
sweeping narrative but also expands the philosophical and thematic scope of the series. Since its
release in 2000, *The Amber Spyglass* has been subject to extensive literary analysis and remains a
focal point in discussions about young adult literature that tackles complex metaphysical questions.

Setting and Narrative Scope

*The Amber Spyglass* continues the adventures of central characters Lyra Belacqua and Will Parry,
weaving together threads from multiple parallel universes. Pullman’s narrative technique in this
volume is notably more intricate, featuring an ensemble cast and a broader geopolitical canvas. The
worlds depicted range from an alternate Oxford to a primeval, etheric realm inhabited by angels and
other mythical entities. This expansion allows Pullman to explore themes of authority, consciousness,
and the nature of the soul with greater depth than in the preceding books.

The novel’s title refers to an instrument that is both literal and symbolic within the story — a spyglass
made from amber that reveals hidden truths. This device serves as a metaphor for knowledge and
perception, central motifs throughout Pullman’s trilogy.

Philosophical and Thematic Depth

At the heart of *his dark materials the amber spyglass* lies a rich exploration of existential and
ethical dilemmas. Pullman delves into concepts of free will, sacrifice, and the conflict between



dogmatic control and individual liberty. The novel critiques organized religion and authoritarian
institutions through its portrayal of the Magisterium, an oppressive religious body that seeks to
suppress knowledge and autonomy across the worlds.

Moreover, the series’ unique metaphysics, particularly the idea of “Dust” — a mysterious particle
linked to consciousness and original sin — reaches its narrative zenith in this volume. Pullman’s
treatment of Dust challenges traditional Christian interpretations, offering a nuanced and often
controversial reimagining of spirituality and morality.

Character Development and Dynamics

One of the most compelling aspects of *The Amber Spyglass* is the evolution of its protagonists. Lyra,
originally a mischievous and curious child, matures into a figure embodying both courage and
vulnerability. Will Parry’s journey is equally transformative, as he grapples with the burden of
responsibility and the complexities of love and loss.

The novel also introduces and develops a host of secondary characters, including angels, armored
bears, and witches, each contributing to the multifaceted narrative. The relationships among these
characters underscore themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the bittersweet nature of growing up.

Complex Narrative Structure

Pullman employs a multi-threaded storytelling approach, shifting perspectives between various
characters and parallel worlds. This non-linear narrative demands attentive reading but rewards with
a richly textured experience. The novel’s pacing varies; moments of intense action alternate with
philosophical dialogues and reflective passages.

This structure supports the novel’s ambition to depict a cosmos in flux, where personal destinies
intersect with cosmic events. The interplay between microcosm and macrocosm, private emotion and
universal significance, is a hallmark of Pullman’s storytelling style in this finale.

Comparisons Within the Fantasy Genre

When placed alongside other seminal works in young adult fantasy, *his dark materials the amber
spyglass* stands out for its intellectual rigor and thematic boldness. Unlike J.K. Rowling’s *Harry
Potter* series, which focuses largely on magical education and battles between good and evil,
Pullman’s work interrogates philosophical questions about existence and knowledge.

Similarly, the novel’s engagement with parallel universes and metaphysical entities invites
comparisons to works like C.S. Lewis’s *The Chronicles of Narnia*, although Pullman’s tone is
generally darker and more skeptical of religious orthodoxy. This positioning has contributed to both
acclaim and controversy, as *The Amber Spyglass* challenges conventional narratives often found in
children’s literature.



Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Approach

Pros:

Rich, multi-layered narrative that appeals to readers interested in philosophy as well as
fantasy.

Complex characters who evolve realistically, offering emotional depth.

Thought-provoking critique of institutional power and dogma.

Innovative use of parallel worlds and metaphysical concepts.

Cons:

The dense and sometimes fragmented narrative can be challenging for younger or casual
readers.

Philosophical dialogues occasionally slow the pacing.

Controversial themes have sparked debate, which might affect reception depending on
reader background.

Impact and Legacy

*His dark materials the amber spyglass* has left a lasting imprint on both literary and popular culture.
The novel won the prestigious Whitbread Book of the Year award in 2001, underscoring its critical
success beyond the young adult category. It has inspired adaptations in multiple media, including
radio dramas, stage productions, and an ambitious television series.

The book’s influence extends to academic discussions, with scholars analyzing its treatment of
theology, science, and ethics. Its nuanced portrayal of childhood and coming of age also resonates in
pedagogical contexts, where it is used to engage students with complex ideas through accessible
storytelling.

SEO Keywords Integration and Relevance

To ensure visibility and relevance in online searches, references to *his dark materials the amber
spyglass* are naturally embedded alongside related keywords such as “Philip Pullman trilogy,”



“fantasy novel analysis,” “parallel universes in literature,” “young adult fantasy,” and “Dust
metaphysics.” These terms reflect the book’s genre and thematic components, enhancing
discoverability for readers seeking in-depth commentary or scholarly perspectives.

Final Reflections

In synthesizing fantasy with philosophy, *his dark materials the amber spyglass* exemplifies a
sophisticated approach to storytelling in young adult fiction. Its ambitious narrative and thematic
complexity invite readers to ponder profound questions about knowledge, authority, and the human
soul. While demanding in its depth and scope, the novel rewards careful reading with a richly
immersive experience that transcends conventional genre boundaries. As part of Philip Pullman’s
broader *His Dark Materials* trilogy, it remains a landmark work that continues to inspire, challenge,
and captivate audiences worldwide.
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North, where the Gobblers take the children they steal--including her friend Roger. North, where her
fearsome uncle Asriel is trying to build a bridge to a parallel world. Can one small girl make a
difference in such great and terrible endeavors? This is Lyra: a savage, a schemer, a liar, and as
fierce and true a champion as Roger or Asriel could want. But what Lyra doesn't know is that to help
one of them will be to betray the other... A masterwork of storytelling and suspense, Philip Pullman's
award-winning The Golden Compass is the first in the His Dark Materials series, which continues
with The Subtle Knife and The Amber Spyglass. A #1 New York Times Bestseller Winner of the
Guardian Prize for Children's Fiction Published in 40 Countries Arguably the best juvenile fantasy
novel of the past twenty years. —The Washington Post Very grand indeed. —The New York Times
Pullman is quite possibly a genius. —Newsweek Don't miss Philip Pullman's epic new trilogy set in
the world of His Dark Materials! ** THE BOOK OF DUST ** La Belle Sauvage The Secret
Commonwealth
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forces of the Authority and those gathered by her uncle, Lord Asriel.
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time, a bestselling trilogy hailed as a modern classic by The New York Times. Now, for the first time
ever, Lois H. Gresh helps young readers examine Pullman's intricate universe with Exploring His
Dark Materials, the ultimate companion guide. Gresh's fun, interactive book explores the complex
science, religion, and fantastic elements of His Dark Materials in a way that's both informative and
fun for younger readers. Exploring His Dark Materials is filled with sidebars, history, facts and an
in-depth analysis of the books, answering questions like: *What are daemons? *Why is dust
important to the series? * Is Dark Material real and how does it relate to our universe? * What are
the origins of ghosts and shapeshifters? *And much more! Exploring His Dark Materials is a thrilling
and essential guide for young adults to help them explore this fantastic and challenging fantasy
world.
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials: The Amber Spyglass Philip
Pullman, 2021 An astonishing imaginative feat - Pullman has conjured a universe of intensity and
beauty that leaves one gasping The Times Only Rankin can light and photograph faces with such
intensity and drama. I'm delighted with this vision of my story. Philip Pullman The third volume in
the ground-breaking His Dark Materialstrilogy, now with a breath-taking new cover creatively
directed and photographed by the legendary Rankin. We're going to the land of the dead and we're
going to come back. Will and Lyra, whose fates are bound together by powers beyond their own
worlds, have been violently separated. But they must find each other, for ahead of them lies the



greatest war that has ever been - and a journey to a dark place from which no one has ever
returned... Rankin's lens has exquisitely captured the bond between character and daemon; the soul
of the stories The His Dark Materialstrilogy is award-winning, internationally bestselling and a
modern classic. Now a major BBC/HBO television series, with an all-star cast of Ruth Wilson, James
McAvoy, Anne-Marie Duff and Lin-Manuel Miranda
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials Philip Pullman, 2003-09 Lyra
Belacqua tries to prevent kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments,
helps Will Parry search for his father, and finds that she and Will are caught in a battle between the
forces of the Authority and those gathered by her uncle, Lord Asriel.
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Pullman, 2015-03-05 From the world of Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials - now a major critically
acclaimed BBC series. ‘We’re going to the land of the dead and we’re going to come back.’ Will and
Lyra, whose fates are bound together by powers beyond their own worlds, have been violently
separated. But they must find each other, for ahead of them lies the greatest war that has ever been
– and a journey to a dark place from which no one has ever returned . . .
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials Philip Pullman, 2013-01-07 Philip
Pullman's masterpiece concludes in this BBC Radio 4 full-cast dramatisation. The award-winning His
Dark Materials trilogy is a breathtaking epic adventure spanning a multitude of worlds. In The
Amber Spyglass, the third and final instalment, the war between good and evil reaches a shattering
conclusion. Lyra and Will are helped by friends old and new as they continue their perilous journey.
The great armoured bear Iorek Byrnison reappears, as does Dr Mary Malone, creator of the amber
spyglass. Then there are the tiny, dragonfly-riding Gallivespians, and the wheel-borne Mulefa with
their ability to see the mysterious substance Dust. As childhood slips away from them, Lyra and Will
face new dangers - including the daemon-destroying Spectres and a journey into the world of the
dead. The pair must play their part in the climax of a war for the future of all worlds. The three
novels in Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials sequence are bestsellers around the world and were
dramatised for a sell-out play at the National Theatre. Northern Lights has won the Carnegie Medal,
the Guardian Award, the Children's Book of the Year and was made into The Golden Compass motion
picture. Winner of the Whitbread Book of the Year, The Amber Spyglass is an exciting full-cast
drama starring Terence Stamp, Ray Fearon, Emma Fielding and Philip Madoc.
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials Nicholas Wright, Philip
Pullman, 2005 The stage adaptation of Philip Pullman's trilogy: Northern lights, The subtle knife,
and The amber spyglass. Adapted under the series title, His dark materials.
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: The Amber Spyglass: His Dark Materials
Turtleback Books Publishing, Limited, 2003-05-27
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials Omnibus Philip Pullman,
2012-01-25 The Golden Compass, The Subtle Knife, and The Amber Spyglass are available together
in one volume perfect for any fan or newcomer to this modern fantasy classic series that has graced
the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, San Francisco Chronicle, Book Sense, and Publishers
Weekly bestseller lists. These thrilling adventures tell the story of Lyra and Will—two ordinary
children on a perilous journey through shimmering haunted otherworlds. They will meet witches and
armored bears, fallen angels and soul-eating specters. And in the end, the fate of both the
living—and the dead—will rely on them. Phillip Pullman’s spellbinding His Dark Materials trilogy has
captivated readers for over twenty years and won acclaim at every turn. It will have you questioning
everything you know about your world and wondering what really lies just out of reach. Honors and
Praise for His Dark Materials: An Entertainment Weekly All-Time Greatest Novel A Newsweek Top
100 Book of All Time Arguably the best juvenile fantasy novel of the past twenty years. —The
Washington Post Very grand indeed. —The New York Times “Pullman is quite possibly a genius.”
—Newsweek Don't miss Philip Pullman's epic new trilogy set in the world of His Dark Materials! **
THE BOOK OF DUST ** La Belle Sauvage The Secret Commonwealth
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials Philip Pullman, 2001 A luxury



edition of all three books in the His Dark Materials trilogy in one volume. Contains 'Northern Lights',
'The Subtle Knife' and 'The Amber Spyglass'.
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials Philip Pullman, 2007 Philip
Pullman's multiple-award-winning trilogy is an international best-seller, captivating millions of
readers both young and old. The extraordinary story moves between parallel universes. Beginning in
Oxford, it takes Lyra and her animal-daemon Pantalaimon on a dangerous rescue mission to the ice
kingdoms of the far north, where she begins to learn about the mysterious particles they call Dust - a
substance for which a terrible war between different worlds will be fought...
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials: The Complete Collection Philip
Pullman, 2019-11-07 Philip Pullman's groundbreaking HIS DARK MATERIALS trilogy, now a thrilling
and critically acclaimed BBC/HBO television series, available here in a TV tie-in paperback bind-up
edition. First published in 1995, and acclaimed as a modern masterpiece, the first book in the series,
Northern Lights, won the UK's top awards for children's literature. Today, the story of Lyra and her
daemon is read and loved by adults and children alike. This bind-up contains all three books in the
series: Northern Lights The Subtle Knife The Amber Spyglass
  his dark materials the amber spyglass: His Dark Materials Triology Philip Pullman, 2019
Lyra and Will find themselves at the center of a battle between the forces at the center of a battle
between the forces of the Authority and those gathered by Lyra's father, Lord Asriel.
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全又能表达出纯化标签的才可以挂在纯化柱上。蛋白表
医院的HIS、CIS、LIS、EMR、PACS、RIS、CAD都是指哪些系统， HIS：医院信息系统。 广义的HIS是指医院使用的所有用于支撑诊疗、管理、后勤等业
务的所有信息化工具、信息系统等。 狭义的HIS仅指2002版的“医院信息系统功能规范”中所描述的那些功
HIS系统是什么？ - 知乎 HIS系统就是医院信息管理系统，HIS系统是整个医院信息化的核心，门诊、住院、药房、药库等都是由HIS系统来承载起来的，所以说医院 信息系统 是
医院所有系统的基础，基于此，医院可以
有优秀的开源HIS系统推荐吗？ - 知乎 HIS全称是hospital information system，只从名字来看，那么医院里所有的系统都应该叫HIS。 但是现在我们俗称
的HIS却只是电子处方、挂号计费系统、医生工作站、护士工作站、药房系统
医疗行业的HIS系统哪家好，有哪些推荐？ - 知乎 his系统没有好不好，只有适合不适合！ 我们现在用的HIS系统绝大部分还是以上世纪90年代中末期的系统为基础，逐步演变发展
来的。
作为一名实施工程师，每天日常工作是什么样的？ - 知乎   不想长篇大论和复制粘贴，说说个人感受。 题主的实施工程师范围宽泛，各行业都有实施工程师。不同行业实施工程师的工作是不
同的。 只说我实际做过的，软件实施工程师：



第三方软件如何与医院 HIS 系统对接获取数据？ - 知乎 庞大的信息系统是随着医疗机构业务发展、需求变更不断升级、逐步建设起来的，通常情况下，众多子系统来自于不同的厂商，基
于不同的技术，彼此之间缺乏统一的信息交换标准，所以不可
HIS 系统对医院管理有何作用？ - 知乎 HIS是什么？ HIS（医院信息系统，Hospital Information System）是医疗机构中用于管理医院运营的综合性信息系
统。它通过信息技术和网络技术的支持，实现医院各个部门的信息化管理和服
为什么很多人的个人说明写He/him/his？ - 知乎 为什么很多人的个人说明写He/him/his？ 如题，看到很多欧美同事的个人说明是He/him/his或
者She/her/hers? 显示全部 关注者 4 被浏览
各位大佬，HEK293F细胞瞬转190KD的融合蛋白，C端的His标签总 his标签在正常情况下，连接在蛋白的N端或者C端不太会影响蛋白表达，但也有例外。 如果此类
蛋白在293系统上报告的比较少可以试试将his标签带在N端，或者直接更换标签如Fc或flag。
载体上His标签加在C端还是N端，有什么区别？ - 知乎   1、 纯化标签 在N端，纯化时所有表达出纯化标签的都可以挂在 纯化柱 上。纯化标签在C端，纯化时只有目的蛋白表达完
全又能表达出纯化标签的才可以挂在纯化柱上。蛋白表
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