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Tell It to the Bees Parents Guide: Navigating the Story with Care and
Understanding

tell it to the bees parents guide is here to help parents and guardians
approach this beautifully crafted film with insight and sensitivity. Based on
Fiona Shaw’s novel and directed by Annabel Jankel, the movie delves into
themes of friendship, loss, and self-discovery, set against the backdrop of
1950s rural Scotland. While it’s an engaging story that touches on universal
emotions, it also contains mature subject matter that may prompt questions or
concerns for parents watching alongside their children.

If you’re considering whether Tell It to the Bees is appropriate for your
family or looking for ways to discuss its themes with younger viewers, this
guide aims to provide a thoughtful overview, highlighting key elements of the
film, potential triggers, and conversation starters. Understanding the
context and emotional depth of the film can enrich the viewing experience and
foster meaningful dialogue about identity, acceptance, and resilience.

Understanding Tell It to the Bees: A Brief
Synopsis

Tell It to the Bees is a poignant drama centered on the relationship between
Lydia, a recently widowed doctor, and her young son, Charlie, who forms an
unlikely friendship with his mother’s new neighbor, Jean. As Lydia and Jean’s
bond deepens into something more profound, the story explores the challenges
of living authentically in a community bound by traditional values and the
fear of social ostracism.

The film masterfully balances themes of love, grief, and societal pressure,
making it a rich narrative but one that also demands sensitivity from
viewers, especially younger audiences. The setting in the 1950s adds
historical context to the struggles faced by the characters, particularly
around issues of sexuality and social conformity.

Key Themes and Content to Consider in Tell It
to the Bees Parents Guide

Exploring LGBTQ+ Themes

One of the most prominent aspects of Tell It to the Bees is its exploration



of a same-sex relationship between Lydia and Jean. The film candidly
addresses the stigmatization and discrimination faced by LGBTQ+ individuals
during the mid-20th century. For parents, this provides a valuable
opportunity to discuss topics of acceptance, empathy, and the history of
LGBTQ+ rights.

While the film avoids explicit content, it does portray the emotional
complexities and social challenges related to coming out and living openly.
This can be a meaningful conversation starter about diversity, inclusion, and
the importance of standing up against prejudice.

Depiction of Grief and Emotional Healing

Lydia’s journey through grief following her husband’s death is a central
narrative thread. The film sensitively portrays the process of mourning and
how individuals cope differently with loss. Children and teens might find
this aspect relatable or helpful if they have experienced similar emotions.

Parents can use this opportunity to talk about the importance of expressing
feelings, seeking support, and understanding that healing is a gradual
process. The character’s resilience is a positive message that encourages
openness and emotional honesty.

Community and Social Pressure

Set in a small town, the story highlights how tight-knit communities can
sometimes be resistant to change or different ways of life. The fear of
judgment and exclusion is a recurring theme, which reflects real-world
experiences many people face.

This aspect of the film can help parents discuss the impact of bullying,
gossip, and the importance of fostering kindness and acceptance in any social
environment. It also opens up dialogue about standing up for oneself and
others in the face of unfair treatment.

Age Appropriateness and Viewer Guidance

When considering Tell It to the Bees for family viewing, it’s important to
weigh the maturity of the child or teen. The film is rated for mature
audiences due to its themes and some scenes that might be emotionally
intense.



Recommended Age Groups

- **Teens (14+)**: Generally suitable for older teens who are ready to engage
with complex emotional and social themes.
- **Younger Teens (12-14)**: Viewing with a parent or guardian is recommended
so that questions and feelings can be addressed.
- **Children under 12**: Not advised, as the film’s content and emotional
depth may be confusing or unsettling.

Potentially Sensitive Scenes

Though Tell It to the Bees does not rely on graphic content, some scenes
involve:

- Emotional distress related to loss and loneliness.
- Subtle references to social discrimination and homophobia.
- Moments of quiet tension stemming from community judgment.

Parents should be prepared to discuss these scenes, reassuring younger
viewers and contextualizing the emotions portrayed.

Tips for Parents Watching Tell It to the Bees
with Their Families

Watching a movie together can be a wonderful bonding experience, especially
when it leads to meaningful conversations. Here are some suggestions to make
the most of viewing Tell It to the Bees:

Pre-watch Discussion: Briefly explain the setting and themes to prepare
your child for the story’s emotional and social complexity.

Active Viewing: Encourage your child to share their thoughts or feelings
during or after the film to gauge their understanding and emotional
response.

Address Questions Openly: Be ready to answer questions about LGBTQ+
topics, grief, or social exclusion in an age-appropriate way.

Highlight Positive Messages: Emphasize themes of friendship, courage,
and compassion found throughout the film.

Provide Additional Resources: If your child shows interest, consider
books or websites that explore similar topics in more depth.



The Role of Bees and Symbolism in the Film

An interesting aspect of Tell It to the Bees is its use of bees as a symbolic
motif. Bees represent community, hard work, and communication — themes that
resonate deeply with the story’s exploration of connection and support.

Parents can use this symbolism as a gentle way to introduce discussions about
nature, teamwork, and the importance of nurturing relationships. The metaphor
of bees also ties into how individuals rely on each other to thrive, which is
a subtle but powerful message woven into the film.

Why Tell It to the Bees Is a Valuable Film for
Family Conversations

Though it might not be suitable for very young children, Tell It to the Bees
offers rich material for families ready to engage with challenging yet
uplifting themes. It encourages empathy by portraying characters who face
adversity with dignity and strength.

For parents, this film can act as a springboard to discuss historical and
contemporary issues related to identity, acceptance, and emotional
resilience. It validates feelings of difference and highlights the importance
of community support, making it not only a touching story but also an
educational experience.

By approaching the film with openness and sensitivity, families can benefit
from its heartfelt narrative and use it as a means to foster understanding
and compassion in today’s world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is 'Tell It to the Bees' suitable for children?
No, 'Tell It to the Bees' is generally not suitable for young children due to
its mature themes, including complex emotional relationships and sensitive
subject matter.

What age rating does the 'Tell It to the Bees'
parents guide recommend?
The parents guide typically recommends the film for viewers aged 15 and
above, mainly due to its mature content and themes.



Are there any scenes in 'Tell It to the Bees' that
parents should be aware of?
Yes, parents should be aware that the film contains scenes with emotional
intensity, mild language, and some depiction of intimate relationships that
may require parental guidance.

Does 'Tell It to the Bees' address any sensitive
topics?
Yes, the film explores sensitive topics such as societal prejudice, LGBTQ+
relationships, and emotional struggles, which might require parental
discussion.

Can parents use 'Tell It to the Bees' as an
educational tool?
Yes, parents can use the film to open conversations about acceptance,
friendship, and understanding diverse relationships, but it is recommended to
watch it first to gauge its appropriateness for their children.

Additional Resources
Tell It to the Bees Parents Guide: A Thoughtful Exploration of Themes and
Content

tell it to the bees parents guide serves as an essential resource for
guardians and caregivers seeking to understand the nuances of this
emotionally charged film before sharing it with younger viewers. Released in
2018, "Tell It to the Bees" is a British drama directed by Annabel Jankel,
adapted from Fiona Shaw’s novel of the same name. Set in 1950s Scotland, the
film explores complex themes such as forbidden love, societal norms, and
personal healing through the lens of a tender relationship between a woman
and the local doctor. This parents guide aims to provide a balanced,
insightful analysis of the film’s content, addressing potential sensitivities
while highlighting its artistic merit.

Understanding "Tell It to the Bees": Context
and Themes

"Tell It to the Bees" is a story deeply rooted in historical and social
contexts, portraying the challenges faced by LGBTQ+ individuals in a
conservative era. The narrative follows Lydia, a recently widowed mother, who
forms a close bond with Dr. Jean Markham, much to the disapproval of their
small community. The film delicately handles themes of acceptance, secrecy,



and the courage to live authentically despite societal pressures.

For parents, understanding these themes is crucial in gauging the film’s
suitability. Although the story is tender and intimate, it does not shy away
from depicting the harsh realities of prejudice and emotional struggle. The
film’s pacing and dramatic tone require a mature emotional capacity to fully
appreciate its subtle storytelling.

Content Advisory: Language, Violence, and Sexuality

One of the primary concerns for parents consulting a "tell it to the bees
parents guide" involves the depiction of sexuality and the use of language.
The film contains some scenes of a romantic and intimate nature between the
two female leads. These moments are portrayed with sensitivity and are
integral to character development rather than gratuitous. Parents should note
that the film’s approach to sexuality is naturalistic and respectful,
reflecting the genuine emotional connection between the characters.

Language throughout the film is generally mild, with occasional use of
period-appropriate colloquialisms and some mild swearing. There is no
explicit violence, but the emotional intensity and instances of bullying and
social ostracism could be distressing for younger viewers.

Age Appropriateness and Viewer Recommendations

Rated 15 in the UK and carrying an R rating in some regions, "Tell It to the
Bees" is designed primarily for adult audiences or mature teens capable of
grappling with its themes. The film’s slow narrative and subtle emotional
cues may not engage younger children or those unfamiliar with historical
discrimination issues.

Parents should consider the emotional readiness of their children,
particularly if they are sensitive to themes of loss, isolation, and societal
rejection. The film provides a valuable opportunity to engage in
conversations about LGBTQ+ history, empathy, and resilience, but only when
the viewer is adequately prepared to process such content.

Comparative Analysis with Similar Films

In the realm of LGBTQ+ cinema portraying historical struggles, "Tell It to
the Bees" shares thematic kinship with films like "Carol" (2015) and "God’s
Own Country" (2017). However, it distinguishes itself through its pastoral
Scottish setting and a focus on motherhood and community dynamics rather than
solely on romantic relationships.



Unlike more explicit or sensationalized portrayals, this film opts for a
restrained, contemplative mood that foregrounds the emotional landscape of
its characters. For parents familiar with other LGBTQ+ dramas, this film may
be a gentler introduction to the genre’s more complex emotional narratives.

Potential Educational Value and Discussion
Points

"Tell It to the Bees" can serve as an educational tool for older teens and
adults interested in historical societal attitudes toward LGBTQ+ individuals.
It offers a platform to discuss:

The consequences of societal intolerance and the importance of
acceptance

The role of community and family in shaping individual identity

The intersection of grief, healing, and new beginnings

Gender roles and expectations in mid-20th century Britain

By addressing these topics, parents and educators can foster empathy and
critical thinking, encouraging viewers to reflect on the progress made and
the challenges that remain in achieving equality.

Pros and Cons from a Parental Perspective

Pros:

Elegant and sensitive portrayal of LGBTQ+ themes

Strong performances by lead actors

Beautiful cinematography highlighting rural Scotland

Stimulates meaningful conversations about prejudice and acceptance

Cons:

Slow pacing may not hold the attention of younger viewers



Emotional intensity and themes of ostracism could be distressing

Not suitable for children or preteens due to mature content

Conclusion: Navigating the Film with Care and
Intent

In assessing "tell it to the bees parents guide," it becomes clear that this
film offers a poignant, heartfelt narrative that is best suited for mature
audiences. Its exploration of love, loss, and acceptance within a restrictive
society is both historically informative and emotionally resonant. Parents
who choose to introduce the film to teens should do so with an awareness of
its thematic depth and readiness to engage in post-viewing discussions.

Ultimately, "Tell It to the Bees" stands as a valuable cinematic work that
contributes to greater understanding and visibility of LGBTQ+ stories from
past eras. When approached thoughtfully, it can foster empathy and dialogue,
enriching viewers’ perspectives on human connection and social change.
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