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Miss Manners Guide to a Surprisingly Dignified Wedding

miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding is a phrase that conjures images of grace,

elegance, and heartfelt tradition, all wrapped up in a celebration that feels both respectful and joyful.

Weddings today can sometimes feel overwhelmed by trends, stress, and social media pressures, but

the timeless wisdom of etiquette expert Miss Manners offers a refreshing blueprint. This guide isn’t

about rigid rules or stuffy formality; rather, it’s about creating a wedding atmosphere where kindness,

respect, and genuine warmth shine through—making the day surprisingly dignified for everyone

involved.

The Essence of a Dignified Wedding: More Than Just Formality

When we think about weddings, it’s easy to focus on the glitz, the dress, or even the guest list drama.

However, Miss Manners reminds us that dignity in a wedding stems from the intention behind the

event and the way guests and hosts treat one another. A dignified wedding prioritizes respect—respect

for traditions, for the couple’s journey, and for the guests’ experience.

This means that even the smallest details, from the invitations to the thank-you notes, carry

significance. Etiquette is not about being rigid but about making everyone feel valued and comfortable.

By embracing this approach, couples can avoid common pitfalls such as awkward social interactions or

hurt feelings, which sometimes overshadow the joy of the celebration.



Setting the Tone through Invitations and Communication

The first impression guests get of a wedding comes from the invitation. According to the Miss Manners

guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding, invitations should clearly communicate the event’s nature,

dress code, and any other essential details. This transparency helps guests prepare appropriately and

shows consideration for their time and effort.

Beyond the invitation, clear communication is key. Whether it’s providing directions, dietary options, or

updates about the schedule, thoughtful communication reflects the couple’s respect for their guests.

It’s also wise to avoid any last-minute surprises or vague instructions that might cause discomfort or

confusion.

Balancing Tradition and Personal Style

One of the challenges couples face today is how to honor traditional wedding etiquette while

expressing their unique personalities. Miss Manners encourages blending these elements thoughtfully,

ensuring that personal touches do not come at the expense of dignity.

Respecting Ceremony Customs

Whether it’s a religious ceremony, a civil service, or a cultural ritual, traditions often form the backbone

of a wedding’s dignity. These customs provide a structure that connects the event to a larger history

and community. Even if the couple opts for a non-traditional path, acknowledging and respecting the

origins of these ceremonies can add depth and meaning.

For example, when inviting family members or guests who hold strong ties to particular traditions,

couples might include explanations or gentle guidance about what to expect. This fosters

understanding and helps everyone feel included.



Adding Personal Flourishes Without Overstepping

Personalizing your wedding is important, but the Miss Manners guide to a surprisingly dignified

wedding warns against choices that might overshadow the ceremony or alienate guests. Humor,

unique decor, or unconventional attire can be delightful when balanced with respect for the event’s

solemnity.

Think of personal touches as seasoning rather than the main course. A heartfelt vow, a meaningful

reading, or a subtle motif that tells your story can elevate the ceremony while keeping it dignified.

Guest Etiquette: The Unsung Hero of Wedding Decorum

A dignified wedding is a two-way street. While much of the planning focuses on the couple, guest

behavior plays a crucial role in maintaining the event’s tone. Miss Manners’ advice often highlights the

importance of guests adhering to etiquette to honor the couple’s special day.

Being Present and Respectful

In the age of smartphones and social media, it might seem natural to live-stream or document every

moment. However, the Miss Manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding suggests that guests

prioritize presence over posting. Being fully engaged in the ceremony and reception, rather than

distracted by devices, shows respect and supports the couple’s wishes.

If the couple requests no phones during the ceremony, guests should honor this politely. It preserves

the intimacy of the moment and allows everyone to share a genuine experience.



Appropriate Gifts and Attire

Gifting etiquette can be tricky, especially with evolving wedding registries and cultural practices. Miss

Manners advises that gifts should reflect thoughtfulness rather than extravagance. Practical or

meaningful presents that celebrate the couple’s new life together are always appreciated. Guests

should avoid last-minute or inappropriate gifts that could cause awkwardness.

Attire is another area where guests can contribute to the wedding’s dignity. Following the dress code,

avoiding overly casual or attention-grabbing outfits, and dressing to honor the occasion’s significance

demonstrate respect for both the couple and other attendees.

Creating a Respectful and Joyful Reception

The reception is where much of the wedding’s personality shines, but it also requires careful attention

to etiquette to keep the atmosphere dignified and enjoyable for all.

Mindful Seating and Mingling

Thoughtful seating arrangements can ease social dynamics and ensure everyone feels included. The

Miss Manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding emphasizes the importance of mixing guests in

a way that encourages conversation and camaraderie without discomfort.

Hosts should also encourage mingling but recognize that some guests may prefer quieter spaces or

smaller groups. Providing varied seating areas and activities can accommodate different social

preferences.



Dining Etiquette and Toasts

Food and drink often play a central role in weddings, and proper dining etiquette enhances the

experience. Guests and hosts alike should be mindful of table manners, pacing of the meal, and

sensitivity to dietary restrictions.

Toasts and speeches are another tradition that benefits from decorum. Keeping remarks heartfelt,

concise, and free from controversial topics helps maintain a warm and dignified tone. Encouraging

multiple voices—family, friends, and the couple—creates a balanced celebration of love and community.

Beyond the Day: Continuing Etiquette with Gratitude

A dignified wedding doesn’t end when the last dance concludes. Following up with timely and sincere

thank-you notes is a hallmark of good etiquette that Miss Manners consistently champions. These

notes acknowledge guests’ presence and gifts, reinforcing the bonds formed during the celebration.

Couples might also consider sharing photos or a recap of the event in a tasteful way, allowing guests

to revisit the memories without feeling overwhelmed. This thoughtful gesture extends the warmth and

respect that made the wedding dignified in the first place.

---

In embracing the Miss Manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding, couples and guests alike

discover that etiquette is less about rules and more about kindness, respect, and genuine connection.

By focusing on these principles, weddings become meaningful occasions that honor tradition while

celebrating love in its most graceful form.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Miss Manners Guide to a Surprisingly Dignified Wedding'

about?

It is a guide by Miss Manners that offers etiquette advice and practical tips to help couples plan and

conduct a wedding that is both elegant and respectful.

Who is the author behind 'Miss Manners Guide to a Surprisingly

Dignified Wedding'?

The guide is authored by Judith Martin, also known as Miss Manners, a renowned etiquette expert.

What makes a wedding 'surprisingly dignified' according to Miss

Manners?

A 'surprisingly dignified' wedding emphasizes respect, consideration for guests, and proper etiquette

without being overly formal or pretentious.

Does the guide address modern wedding trends and etiquette

challenges?

Yes, Miss Manners incorporates contemporary issues and trends in weddings, offering advice on how

to maintain dignity while embracing modern customs.

How does 'Miss Manners Guide to a Surprisingly Dignified Wedding'

suggest handling difficult family dynamics?

The guide recommends tactful communication, setting clear boundaries, and focusing on the couple's

wishes to navigate challenging family situations respectfully.



Is the guide suitable for both traditional and non-traditional weddings?

Yes, Miss Manners provides advice that can be adapted to various wedding styles, ensuring dignity

regardless of the ceremony's formality or cultural background.

What role does guest etiquette play in Miss Manners' wedding guide?

Guest etiquette is emphasized as essential; the guide advises both hosts and guests on manners to

ensure a harmonious and respectful celebration.

Can readers expect practical tips on wedding planning from the guide?

Definitely, the guide includes practical tips on invitations, dress codes, speeches, and other aspects to

help create a smooth and dignified wedding experience.

Additional Resources

Miss Manners Guide to a Surprisingly Dignified Wedding: Navigating Etiquette in Modern Celebrations

miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding offers a refreshing perspective on how

weddings can maintain grace and decorum amidst contemporary trends and sometimes chaotic

celebrations. In an era where social media, DIY aesthetics, and personalized ceremonies dominate,

the traditional boundaries of etiquette often blur. This guide serves as both a compass and a

touchstone, reminding couples and guests alike that dignity and respect remain at the heart of any

meaningful wedding experience.

Understanding the Core Principles Behind Miss Manners’

Approach

Miss Manners, the pseudonym for Judith Martin, has long been recognized for her insightful and often



witty advice on social etiquette. Her philosophy emphasizes respect, consideration, and clear

communication—values that translate seamlessly into wedding planning and participation. The miss

manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding does not reject modernity but rather encourages a

balance between innovation and tradition.

A dignified wedding, according to Miss Manners, prioritizes the feelings and comfort of all attendees,

from the couple and their families to the guests. This ethos counters the increasingly common trend of

weddings turning into elaborate productions that prioritize spectacle over substance.

The Role of Invitations and Guest Communication

One of the foundational elements Miss Manners stresses is the importance of proper invitations and

clear communication. Whether the event is intimate or grand, the invitation sets the tone:

Clarity and Timeliness: Invitations should be sent well in advance, allowing guests ample time to

RSVP and plan accordingly.

Appropriate Language: The wording must reflect the formality of the occasion, avoiding overly

casual or ambiguous phrases that can confuse guests.

Honesty About Expectations: Details such as dress code, plus-ones, and gift preferences should

be conveyed politely to prevent misunderstandings.

These considerations contribute not only to a dignified atmosphere but also to efficient event

management.



Balancing Tradition with Contemporary Trends

The modern wedding landscape is rich with personalization—from unconventional venues to themed

décor and even alternative ceremony structures. While Miss Manners’ guide does not dismiss these

innovations, it advocates for thoughtful integration that doesn’t compromise the ceremony’s gravity.

Maintaining Respect During the Ceremony

Even as couples incorporate unique elements, the ceremony itself remains a sacred moment

deserving solemnity. Miss Manners suggests:

Mindful Program Structure: Ensuring that any non-traditional components complement rather

than overshadow the core vows and rituals.

Guest Behavior: Clear guidelines about photography, mobile phone use, and attentiveness help

preserve the ceremony’s dignity.

Inclusive Language: Considering the diversity of guests and using language that is respectful and

inclusive.

These strategies help maintain a respectful ambiance without stifling creativity.

Reception Etiquette According to Miss Manners

The reception often serves as the space where formality gives way to celebration, yet Miss Manners

highlights that dignity need not be abandoned:



Seating Arrangements: Thoughtful seating plans that foster conviviality while respecting family

dynamics.

Speech Protocol: Encouraging speakers to keep remarks sincere, concise, and free from

embarrassing anecdotes.

Guest Interaction: The couple and hosts should engage with guests graciously, making everyone

feel valued and welcome.

A dignified reception balances warmth and structure, creating an environment that celebrates the union

respectfully.

Addressing Common Etiquette Challenges

The miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding also tackles frequent dilemmas that arise

in modern weddings.

Handling Gift Expectations and Registry Etiquette

Gift-giving remains a sensitive topic. Miss Manners advises against overt demands or publicizing

registries in a way that pressures guests. Instead, subtlety and gratitude are paramount:

Registry information should be shared privately, such as through a wedding website or discreetly

included with the invitation.



Hosts should express appreciation for any gift, regardless of its value, emphasizing the

thoughtfulness behind it.

This approach prevents discomfort and maintains the spirit of generosity.

Navigating Plus-One and Guest List Decisions

Deciding who to invite and whether guests may bring companions can be fraught with potential

offense. Miss Manners recommends:

Establishing clear criteria based on relationships and space constraints.1.

Communicating policies transparently to avoid misunderstandings.2.

Respecting the couple’s wishes without imposing societal pressures.3.

Such clarity preserves goodwill and avoids awkward situations.

The Psychological Impact of Dignified Weddings

Beyond etiquette, Miss Manners’ framework touches on the emotional resonance of weddings. A

dignified ceremony can foster a sense of community, reinforce family bonds, and create lasting positive

memories. Conversely, chaotic or disrespectful events may leave guests feeling alienated or

uncomfortable.



Recent surveys indicate that guests appreciate weddings where their presence feels genuinely valued

and where the focus remains on the couple’s commitment rather than extravagance or spectacle. This

supports Miss Manners’ assertion that dignity and respect are not outdated ideals but rather essential

to meaningful celebrations.

Comparison: Dignified vs. Over-the-Top Weddings

Data from wedding industry reports reveal contrasting outcomes:

Dignified Weddings: Higher guest satisfaction, smoother logistics, fewer conflicts, and stronger

emotional connections.

Over-the-Top Weddings: Increased stress for hosts and guests, potential for social faux pas, and

sometimes overshadowing the event’s purpose.

These findings affirm the practical benefits of adhering to etiquette principles outlined in the miss

manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding.

Incorporating Miss Manners’ Advice in Modern Wedding

Planning

For couples and planners seeking to balance tradition with innovation, Miss Manners’ guidance

remains a valuable resource. Practical steps include:



Prioritizing open dialogue among families to align expectations.1.

Designing invitations and communications that reflect the desired tone.2.

Establishing clear etiquette guidelines for guests and vendors.3.

Remaining flexible yet respectful of customs that carry emotional significance.4.

By doing so, weddings can achieve a dignified atmosphere that is both memorable and harmonious.

The miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding ultimately underscores that etiquette is not

about rigidity but about fostering respect and kindness. In a world where weddings can sometimes feel

like elaborate performances, this approach offers a grounding reminder: the heart of any wedding lies

in celebrating love with grace and dignity.
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Claire Stewart, 2017-04-01 As Long as we Both Shall Eat is a culinary history of wedding feasts.
Examining the various food customs associated with weddings in America and around the world,
Claire Stewart not only provides a rich account of the foods most loved and frequently served at
wedding celebrations, she also offers a glimpse into the customs and celebrations themselves, as
they are experienced in the West and in various other cultures. Shesheds light on the historical and
contemporary significance of wedding food, and explores patterns of the varieties of conspicuous
consumption linked to American wedding feasts in particular. There are stories of celebrity excess,
and the book is peppered with accounts of lavish strange-but-true wedding tales. The antics of
wealthy socialites and celebrities is a topic rich for exploration, and the telling of their exploits can
be used to track the fads and changes in conventional and contemporary wedding feasts and
celebrations. From cocktail hours to wedding cakes, showers to brunches, the food we enjoy to
celebrate the joining of life partners helps bring us together, no matter our differences. Readers are
treated to a tasty trip down the aisle in this entertaining and lively account of nuptial noshing.
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Miss Manners Minds Your
Business Judith Martin, Nicholas Ivor Martin, 2013-09-23 A witty guide to managing a real life
wisely in a work-centered world. What do your colleagues, overlords, underlings, clients, and
customers have in common? Not knowing how much they annoy you. Not to mention how much you
may be annoying them. The route from cubicle to corner office is strewn with etiquette landmines.
And now that the boundaries that once cleanly separated work from personal life are blurred, even
polite people don’t recognize the difference between professional and social manners. What do you
say to a colleague who has just been fired? How do you maintain a family-friendly office without
discriminating against singles? What’s the difference between showing romantic interest and sexual
harassment? Which colleagues should be invited to family weddings? When should you be
unavailable, at or away from work? Don’t convene a focus group or appeal to Human
Resources—consult Miss Manners! With wit and wisdom, Miss Manners restores civility, guiding you
around your coworker’s messy cubicle, past your overly prying boss, around the bridal shower for
the new temp, and through tedious staff meetings. In Miss Manners Minds Your Business, Judith
Martin and her son, executive Nicholas Ivor Martin, equip readers with the practical, pertinent, and
utterly correct advice necessary to win the job, keep the job, and leave the job with sanity and
dignity intact.
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: A Practical Wedding Planner
Meg Keene, 2016-01-05 The wedding planner companion to A Practical Wedding, with all the tools,
tips, and strategies to get the celebration you want, on a budget you can actually afford, from
conception to reality
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: The Social History of the
American Family Marilyn J. Coleman, Lawrence H. Ganong, 2014-09-02 The American family has
come a long way from the days of the idealized family portrayed in iconic television shows of the
1950s and 1960s. The four volumes of The Social History of the American Family explore the vital
role of the family as the fundamental social unit across the span of American history. Experiences of
family life shape so much of an individual’s development and identity, yet the patterns of family
structure, family life, and family transition vary across time, space, and socioeconomic contexts.
Both the definition of who or what counts as family and representations of the ideal family have
changed over time. Available in both digital and print formats, this carefully balanced academic
work chronicles the social, cultural, economic, and political aspects of American families from the
colonial period to the present. Key themes include families and culture (including mass media),
families and religion, families and the economy, families and social issues, families and social
stratification and conflict, family structures (including marriage and divorce, gender roles, parenting
and children, and mixed and non-modal family forms), and family law and policy. Features:
Approximately 600 articles, richly illustrated with historical photographs and color photos in the
digital edition, provide historical context for students. A collection of primary source documents
demonstrate themes across time. The signed articles, with cross references and Further Readings,



are accompanied by a Reader’s Guide, Chronology of American Families, Resource Guide, Glossary,
and thorough index. The Social History of the American Family is an ideal reference for students and
researchers who want to explore political and social debates about the importance of the family and
its evolving constructions. Key Themes: Families and Culture Families and Experts Families and
Religion Families and Social Change Families and Social Issues/Problems/Crises Families and Social
Media Families and Social Stratification/Social Class Families and Technology Families and the
Economy Families in America Families in Mass Media Families, Family Life, Social Identities Family
Advocates and Organizations Family Law and Family Policy Family Theories History of American
Families
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: 2012 Guide to Literary Agents
Chuck Sambuchino, 2011-08-09 The Best Resource Available for Finding a Literary Agent No matter
what you’re writing—fiction or nonfiction, books for kids or adults—you need a literary agent to
secure a book deal. The 2012 Guide to Literary Agents is your essential resource for finding that
literary agent—without fear of being scammed—and getting your book published. This new, updated
edition of GLA includes: • Completely updated contact and submission information for literary
agents who are looking for new clients • Writing and submission advice from more than 40 top
literary agents • Informative articles on subjects such as writing a query letter, composing a book
proposal, writing a novel synopsis, attending a writers conference, protecting your work, and more
Includes an exclusive 60-minute FREE WEBINAR with Chuck Sambuchino that will teach you
Everything You Need to Know About Agents The Guide to Literary Agents contains a wealth of
information and good advice, and was crucial in my successful search for an agent. I found a great
agent and my book has now sold in 11 territories and counting. —Richard Harvell, The Bells The
Guide to Literary Agents was very useful to me when I was getting started. I always recommend GLA
to writers. —Michael Wiley, The Bad Kitty Lounge and The Last Striptease
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: 2011 Guide To Literary Agents
Chuck Sambuchino, 2010-07-08 Now includes subscription to GLA online (the agents section of
writersmarket.com)! Now in its 20th year, Guide to Literary Agents is a writer's best resource for
finding a literary agent who can represent their work to publishing houses, big and small. The days
when a writer could deal directly with a large publisher are over. Literary agents represent writers
and shepherd manuscripts to the right editor; and a good representative is the difference between a
published book and a manuscript that never gets read. To help writers acquire an agent, GLA
provides names and specialties for more than 750 individual agents around the United States and
the world. GLA includes more than 90 pages of original articles on finding the best agent to
represent your work and how to seal the deal. From identifying your genre to writing query letters
to avoiding agent pet peeves, GLA will help writers deal with agents every step of the way. NOTE:
Subsciption to GLA online NOT included with e-book edition.
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Marriage Customs of the World
George P. Monger, 2013-04-09 This book presents a comprehensive overview of global courtship and
marriage customs, from ancient history to contemporary society, demonstrating the vast differences
as well as the similarities across all of human culture. This second edition of Marriage Customs of
the World examines historical context, social significance, and current trends and controversies of
matrimony in the Western world as well as other cultures. Apart from detailing the ceremonies from
specific countries, the book identifies specific elements of the wedding event and discusses them in
a comparative manner, showcasing the similarities across cultures. The new content in this work
includes additional information on courtship and how future spouses are found in other cultures;
marriage in art, cinema, theater, and poetry; wedding bands; forced marriages and shotgun
weddings; New Year's weddings; legislation regarding marriage; and engagement practices. Entries
carried over from the first edition have been revised and updated as well. With its broad scope and
consideration of contemporary issues alongside historical information, this work will be ideal for
high school and undergraduate students; scholars of anthropology, social studies, and history; and
general readers.



  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: The Writers Directory , 2013
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: The Times Index , 2010 Indexes
the Times, Sunday times and magazine, Times literary supplement, Times educational supplement,
Times educational supplement Scotland, and the Times higher education supplement.
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Miss Manners' Guide to
Excruciatingly Correct Behavior (Freshly Updated) Judith Martin, 2011-02-07 An indispensable
manual to navigating life from birth to death without making a false move. Your neighbor denounces
cellular telephones as instruments of the devil. Your niece swears that no one expects thank-you
letters anymore. Your father-in-law insists that married women have to take their husbands' names.
Your guests plead that asking them to commit themselves to attending your party ruins the
spontaneity. Who is right? Miss Manners, of course. With all those amateurs issuing unauthorized
etiquette pronouncements, aren't you glad that there is a gold standard to consult about what has
really changed and what has not? The freshly updated version of the classic bestseller includes the
latest letters, essays, and illustrations, along with the laugh-out-loud wisdom of Miss Manners as she
meets the new millennium of American misbehavior head-on. This wickedly witty guide rules on the
challenges brought about by our ever-evolving society, once again proving that etiquette, far from
being an optional extra, is the essential currency of a civilized world.
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Miss Manners' Guide for the
Turn-of-the-Millennium Judith Martin, 1990-11-15 Advice on social, business and personal
etiquette.
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: The Ladies' Home Journal
Edward William Bok, 1917
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Miss Manners on Painfully Proper
Weddings Judith Martin, 1995 Presents advice on weddings discussing the responsibilities and
obligations of friends and family, and covering subjects such as the engagement, shower, gifts, and
the reception.
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Miss Manners on Weddings
Judith Martin, 1999 Details the responsibilities of the bride, groom, their families, and their wedding
party, and covers showers, the guest list, invitations and announcements, gifts, and thank-yous.
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: New York Times Saturday Review
of Books and Art , 1968 Presents extended reviews of noteworthy books, short reviews, essays and
articles on topics and trends in publishing, literature, culture and the arts. Includes lists of best
sellers (hardcover and paperback).
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: The New York Times Saturday
Review of Books and Art , 1968
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Minding Miss Manners Judith
Martin, 2020-06-09 The etiquette expert and “authentic comic genius” guides us through the Age of
Incivility (Chris Buckley, New York Times-bestselling author of Has Anyone Seen My Toes?). We
seem to be entering a new era, liberated from oppressive, old-fashioned rules of etiquette. We’re
finally free! Free to shout insults at strangers on the street! Free to pressure people to give us
money! Free to use all sorts of offensive language! In this book, New York Times-bestselling author
Judith Martin, aka Miss Manners, reminds us that living in an etiquette-free paradise is not all it’s
cracked up to be. In wise, witty commentary and responses to letters, she addresses vexing
problems in the workplace, at the wedding, on the web, and beyond, in hopes of saving civilization.
But fear not, Gentle Reader—she also allows us some important exceptions. For example, despite the
rampant oversharing that social media has encouraged, you can politely refuse to answer nosy
questions. And you are decidedly not obliged to respond to every inane post; stay on the phone with
a telemarketer; or hug your colleagues. “An extremely useful philosopher . . . I consult her
frequently, in order to behave better.” —Daniel Handler in TheNew York Times
  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Miss Manners' guide to
excruciatingly correct behavior , 1979



  miss manners guide to a surprisingly dignified wedding: Miss Manners' Guide to
Domestic Tranquility Judith Martin, 2011-08-10 America's leading civility expert knocks household
discourteousness off its foundations. As the rudeness rampant in America's streets sends its citizens
fleeing inside to bolt the doors and draw the shades, they are finding what was once the relative
safety of the hearth threatened by an unwelcome addition to their living space--the same rudeness
presumably left behind when they stepped across their own cozy thresholds. With the keen wit and
insight that distinguishes her column and previous books, Judith Martin's newest work equips
residences everywhere with the tools to return manners to domestic life. Refusing to recognize that
the harried household cannot meet her standards of propriety--especially since all households are
now harried--Miss Manners explains how this is done. Whether your family is nuclear, blended,
extended, or unrelated; whether you are single, divorced, living together, or married; at a family
dinner or dinner party; engaged in combat with the neighbors or with the relatives--there is simply
no substitute for the core of civility that must reside at the heart of every house, condo or apartment
if it is truly to be a home. Miss Manners is prepared to sweep through your house and get rid of
those lurking traces of rudeness that you were pretending not to notice. You know you are not going
to be able to enjoy a pleasant and peaceful household until these few chores are done. Table of
Contents Chapter One--The People Allotting due space and respect to parents, children, roommates,
relatives--and whoever those other people are whom one of them must have brought home Chapter
Two--The Place Making use of the rooms instead of turning them into a mess or a museum, while
everybody huddles upstairs Chapter Three--The Rules Negotiating compromises without having to
leave home for Domestic Dispute Court Chapter Four--The System Keeping track of where
everybody is, where they are supposed to be, and what they are supposed to be doing (if they
remember) Chapter Five--The Help Getting the housework done when you can't complain about the
Servant Problem--because theservants are you and the people in the phone book who may be there
sometime today Chapter Six--The Visitors Offering hospitality without surrendering your privacy or
your resources to the thankless Chapter Seven--Entertaining: The Social Contract Reviving the art of
not-for-profit entertaining to make friends who will love you for yourself Chapter
Eight--Entertaining: The Social Event Learning to give a variety of parties, formal and
informal--because it beats staying home alone watching TV Chapter Nine--Entertaining: The
Relatives Kindling warm memories rather than heated conflict at family occasions Chapter Ten--The
Community Being pleasant enough to the neighbors so you're not afraid to walk out your own front
door
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