
when asia was the world

When Asia Was the World: A Journey Through the Continent’s Golden Ages

when asia was the world, it was a place of unparalleled cultural, economic, and scientific achievements

that shaped human history in profound ways. Far from being a distant backdrop to European

explorations and conquests, Asia itself was the epicenter of civilization, innovation, and global

influence for centuries. From the bustling trade routes of the Silk Road to the flourishing empires of

China, India, and the Middle East, Asia’s story is a fascinating reminder of how the world’s center of

gravity has shifted through time.

Let’s embark on a journey to explore the times when Asia was the world, uncovering the marvels of its

historical dominance, the rich tapestry of its cultures, and the legacy it has left behind.

The Rise of Asian Civilizations: Foundations of a World Power

Long before the age of European colonization, vast regions of Asia were home to some of the world’s

earliest and most influential civilizations. The Indus Valley Civilization, ancient Mesopotamia, and early

Chinese dynasties laid the groundwork for societies that valued innovation, governance, and trade.

Ancient China: The Middle Kingdom’s Early Glory

China, often referred to as the “Middle Kingdom,” cultivated a legacy that would resonate for millennia.

The Shang and Zhou dynasties introduced early writing systems, bronze metallurgy, and philosophies

like Confucianism and Daoism that still influence global thought today. The construction of the Great

Wall and the development of the Silk Road under the Han Dynasty showcased China’s power and

desire to connect with distant lands.



The Indian Subcontinent: Cradle of Philosophy and Commerce

India’s ancient empires like the Maurya and Gupta dynasties were not just political entities but hubs of

intellectual and cultural brilliance. The invention of zero, advancements in medicine and astronomy,

and the composition of epic literature such as the Mahabharata highlight India’s contributions.

Moreover, India’s spices, textiles, and precious stones were coveted commodities that linked Asia to

Europe and Africa long before the Age of Exploration.

The Middle East: The Crossroads of Civilizations

Mesopotamia and later the Persian empires were vital centers of culture and governance. The

invention of writing systems like cuneiform and the development of legal codes such as Hammurabi’s

Code set standards for civilization. The Islamic Golden Age, centered in cities like Baghdad and

Damascus, was a beacon of knowledge, preserving and expanding upon Greek, Roman, and Indian

sciences.

When Asia Was the World: The Height of Trade and Cultural

Exchange

One of the most compelling reasons Asia’s influence was so vast lies in its role as the hub of global

trade networks. The Silk Road is perhaps the most famous example, but it was part of a broader

system that connected continents.

The Silk Road: More Than Just Trade

Stretching thousands of miles from China to the Mediterranean, the Silk Road was a conduit not only



for silk but for ideas, religions, technologies, and art. Buddhism, for instance, spread from India into

China and beyond largely because of these trade routes. Merchants, pilgrims, and diplomats traveled

across deserts and mountains, facilitating an exchange that shaped cultures on both ends.

Maritime Routes: The Indian Ocean’s Vital Role

While the Silk Road connected lands, the Indian Ocean linked seas. The maritime routes were crucial

for trade between East Africa, the Middle East, India, and Southeast Asia. Monsoon winds enabled

predictable and efficient voyages, allowing spices, ceramics, and textiles to flow. Ports like Malacca

and Calicut became cosmopolitan centers where merchants from diverse backgrounds met, trading

goods and knowledge.

The Mongol Empire: Uniting Asia Under One Banner

In the 13th century, the Mongol Empire, under Genghis Khan and his successors, forged the largest

contiguous land empire in history. This unprecedented political unity across Asia facilitated

unprecedented security and stability along trade routes, often called the “Pax Mongolica.” The

empire’s policies encouraged the exchange of ideas, technologies, and goods, further cementing

Asia’s role as the world’s axis during this period.

The Scientific and Cultural Flourishing of Asia’s Golden Ages

The periods when Asia was the world were also times of remarkable advancements in science, art,

and philosophy.



Technological Innovations That Changed the World

Asia has been the birthplace of numerous inventions that have had global impact. Papermaking and

printing originated in China, revolutionizing communication and education. The compass, gunpowder,

and porcelain also trace their roots to Asia. In India, the decimal system and advancements in

mathematics set the stage for modern science. The Middle East contributed algebra, optics, and

medical knowledge that were later transmitted to Europe.

Art, Literature, and Philosophy

Asia’s artistic heritage is rich and diverse. Chinese landscape painting and calligraphy express

profound philosophical ideas visually. Indian classical music and dance embody spiritual narratives.

Persian poetry, with masters like Rumi and Hafez, touches the universal human experience.

Philosophical schools such as Confucianism, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Islam shaped societies’ moral

and ethical frameworks, influencing millions across continents.

Centers of Learning and Knowledge

Cities like Nalanda in India, Baghdad’s House of Wisdom, and the Chinese Imperial academies were

renowned centers of scholarship. These institutions attracted students from across Asia and beyond,

fostering intellectual exchange and preserving knowledge through turbulent times.

Lessons from When Asia Was the World

Understanding the epochs when Asia was the world offers valuable insights into today’s global

dynamics. It reminds us that power and influence are fluid, shaped by innovation, openness, and

cultural exchange.



The Importance of Connectivity

Asia’s golden ages thrived on connectivity—whether through land or sea. The Silk Road and Indian

Ocean trade routes teach us that prosperity often depends on collaboration and exchange rather than

isolation. In our modern globalized world, this lesson is more relevant than ever.

Embracing Diversity and Innovation

The diversity of cultures, languages, and ideas in Asia created fertile ground for innovation. The

blending of different traditions led to breakthroughs in science, art, and governance. Today, embracing

diversity continues to be a key driver of progress.

Resilience and Adaptation

Asian civilizations have shown remarkable resilience, adapting to changing political, environmental,

and social circumstances. This adaptability has allowed cultures to endure and thrive across millennia.

When Asia was the world, it was a beacon of human achievement, a crossroads of civilizations, and a

cradle of innovation. Though the geopolitical center has shifted over time, the legacies of those eras

continue to influence our world today, reminding us of the interconnectedness and shared heritage of

humanity. Exploring this rich history not only enriches our understanding of the past but also inspires

us to build a more inclusive and connected future.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'When Asia Was the World'?

The main theme explores the historical period when Asian civilizations were dominant in culture,

economy, and global influence before Western powers rose to prominence.

Who is the author of 'When Asia Was the World'?

The book 'When Asia Was the World' is authored by Stewart Gordon, a historian specializing in Asian

history.

What time period does 'When Asia Was the World' cover?

It covers roughly the 15th to 17th centuries, focusing on the height of Asian empires and their global

connections prior to European colonial dominance.

Why is the period described in 'When Asia Was the World' significant?

This period is significant because it highlights Asia's role as a central hub of trade, culture, and

innovation, challenging Eurocentric narratives of global history.

Which Asian regions are prominently featured in 'When Asia Was the

World'?

The book prominently features regions such as Southeast Asia, China, India, and the Middle East,

showcasing their interconnected trade networks and cultural exchanges.

How does 'When Asia Was the World' challenge conventional historical

perspectives?

It challenges the conventional Eurocentric view by illustrating that Asia was once the dominant force in

global commerce and culture before Western colonization.



What role did trade play in the era described in 'When Asia Was the

World'?

Trade was crucial, with extensive maritime and overland routes facilitating the exchange of goods,

ideas, and cultures across Asia and beyond.

Is 'When Asia Was the World' suitable for general readers or academic

audiences?

The book is accessible to general readers interested in history but also provides scholarly insights

valuable for academic audiences.

What lessons can modern readers learn from 'When Asia Was the

World'?

Modern readers can learn about the importance of cultural diversity, the impact of global trade

networks, and the historical dynamics that shaped our interconnected world.

Additional Resources

**When Asia Was the World: A Historical and Cultural Exploration**

when asia was the world is not merely a poetic phrase but a reflection on a time when the continent

dominated global civilization through its innovations, wealth, and cultural influence. Long before the

rise of the West as a global hegemon, Asia was the epicenter of economic power, technological

advancement, and cultural exchange. This pivotal era, spanning from ancient times through the

medieval period, offers rich insights into how Asia shaped the course of world history.



The Economic and Cultural Hegemony of Asia in Antiquity

Asia’s prominence in world affairs can be traced back to the early civilizations of Mesopotamia, the

Indus Valley, and Ancient China. These societies laid foundational elements of human progress,

including writing systems, legal codes, and urban planning. The Silk Road, emerging around the 2nd

century BCE, was a critical artery for trade that connected East Asia with the Middle East and Europe,

facilitating the exchange of goods, ideas, and technologies.

The Silk Road: Asia’s Lifeline to the World

The Silk Road was more than a trade route for silk and spices; it was a corridor of cultural and

technological diffusion. Merchants, travelers, and emissaries transmitted inventions such as

papermaking, gunpowder, and the compass from China to other parts of Asia and eventually Europe.

The prosperity of cities along the Silk Road, such as Samarkand and Kashgar, exemplifies Asia’s

dynamic role in global commerce.

Asia’s Dominance in Global GDP

Historical economic assessments suggest that Asia held a dominant share of the world’s GDP for

much of human history. According to estimates by economic historians like Angus Maddison, Asia

accounted for over 50% of global economic output until the 18th century. China and India were the

primary contributors, with their vast populations and sophisticated agricultural systems fueling

economic growth. This dominance challenges the Eurocentric narrative that positions Europe as the

sole engine of pre-modern progress.



Technological Innovation and Intellectual Leadership

Asia’s role as a cradle of innovation is undeniable. The invention of paper and printing in China

revolutionized communication, while Indian mathematicians introduced the concept of zero and the

decimal system, which are fundamental to modern arithmetic. Additionally, the development of

sophisticated metallurgy, medicine, and astronomy in various Asian cultures underscores the

continent’s intellectual leadership.

Science and Philosophy in Ancient Asia

Philosophical traditions such as Confucianism, Buddhism, and Hinduism shaped societal values and

governance structures across vast regions. These belief systems not only influenced Asia but also

spread to neighboring continents, affecting cultures in East Asia and Southeast Asia. Moreover, Asian

scholars made significant contributions to science, including advancements in herbal medicine, surgical

techniques, and cosmology.

Political Powerhouses and Empire Building

The political landscape of Asia was marked by powerful empires that exerted substantial regional and

global influence. The Maurya Empire in India, the Han and Tang dynasties in China, and the Persian

Achaemenid Empire are examples of expansive states that fostered stability, trade, and cultural

exchange.

Empire as a Vehicle for Connectivity

Empires in Asia often served as facilitators of infrastructure development, such as road networks and



postal systems, which enhanced communication and commerce. The Mongol Empire, despite its

reputation for conquest, played a crucial role in unifying large swathes of Eurasia, ensuring security

along trade routes, and promoting cross-cultural interactions during the 13th and 14th centuries.

The Decline and Transition: Shifting Global Power

The phrase “when Asia was the world” inherently suggests a subsequent shift in global power

dynamics. The decline of Asian dominance was influenced by several factors, including internal

fragmentation, colonial incursions, and technological stagnation relative to the rapidly industrializing

West.

Impact of Colonialism and the Industrial Revolution

European colonial powers exploited Asia’s resources and markets, undermining the autonomy of once-

mighty Asian polities. The Industrial Revolution, originating in Europe, introduced a technological gap

that further marginalized Asian economies. However, this period also sparked reform movements and

modernization efforts within Asia, laying the groundwork for eventual resurgence.

Reevaluating Asia’s Historical Significance Today

Contemporary scholarship increasingly recognizes the importance of Asia’s historical role in shaping

global civilization. The narrative of “when Asia was the world” serves as a reminder that current

geopolitical and economic shifts are part of a longer continuum. As Asian economies like China and

India re-emerge as global leaders, understanding this historical context is essential for comprehending

the present and future international order.



Asia’s Cultural Heritage and Global Influence

The intangible legacies of Asia’s past—philosophy, art, cuisine, and religious traditions—continue to

permeate global culture. From yoga and meditation to martial arts and culinary diversity, Asia’s cultural

contributions remain deeply woven into the fabric of modern society.

Lessons from Asia’s Historical Dominance

Studying the era when Asia was the world offers valuable lessons about the interplay between

economic power, cultural exchange, and political stability. It highlights the importance of connectivity

and innovation in sustaining global influence. Moreover, it encourages a more nuanced view of history

that transcends Eurocentric perspectives.

The story of Asia’s ascendancy and its complex interactions with the rest of the world underscores the

fluidity of global power structures. By appreciating the depth and breadth of Asia’s historical

significance, we gain a richer understanding of how civilizations evolve and influence one another

across time and space.

When Asia Was The World

Find other PDF articles:
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Europe during the Dark Ages.
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How did 19th-century Europeans turn mountains of bird excrement from Peru into mountains of
gold? The answers to these tantalizing questions and dozens more will be revealed.
  when asia was the world: Transnationalism in Ancient and Medieval Societies Michael C.
Howard, 2014-01-10 While scholars have long documented the migration of people in ancient and
medieval times, they have paid less attention to those who traveled across borders with some
regularity. This study of early transnational relations explores the routine interaction of people
across the boundaries of empires, tribal confederacies, kingdoms, and city-states, paying particular
attention to the role of long-distance trade along the Silk Road and maritime trade routes. It
examines the obstacles voyagers faced, including limited travel and communication capabilities,
relatively poor geographical knowledge, and the dangers of a fragmented and shifting political
landscape, and offers profiles of better-known transnational elites such as the Hellenic scholar
Herodotus and the Venetian merchant Marco Polo, as well lesser known servants, merchants, and
sailors. By revealing the important political, economic, and cultural role cross-border trade and
travel played in ancient society, this work demonstrates that transnationalism is not unique to
modern times. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination
copy here.
  when asia was the world: India Audrey Truschke, 2025-06-03 A dazzling new history of the
Indian subcontinent and its diverse peoples in global context—from antiquity to today Much of world
history is Indian history. Home today to one in four people, the subcontinent has long been densely
populated and deeply connected to Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas through migration and
trade. In this magisterial history, Audrey Truschke tells the fascinating story of the region
historically known as India—which includes today’s India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and parts of
Afghanistan—and the people who have lived there. A sweeping account of five millennia, from the
dawn of the Indus Valley Civilization to the twenty-first century, this engaging and richly textured
narrative chronicles the most important political, social, religious, intellectual, and cultural events.
And throughout, it describes how the region has been continuously reshaped by its astonishing
diversity, religious and political innovations, and social stratification. Here, readers will learn about
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Islam, and Sikhism; the Vedas and Mahabharata; Ashoka and the
Mauryan Empire; the Silk Road; the Cholas; Indo-Persian rule; the Mughal Empire; European
colonialism; national independence movements; the 1947 Partition of India; the recent rise of Hindu
nationalism; the challenges of climate change; and much more. Emphasizing the diversity of human
experiences on the subcontinent, the book presents a wide range of voices, including those of
women, religious minorities, lower classes, and other marginalized groups. You cannot understand
India today without appreciating its deeply contested history, which continues to drive current
events and controversies. A comprehensive and innovative book, India is essential reading for
anyone who is interested in the past, present, or future of the subcontinent.
  when asia was the world: The Idea of Europe Shane Weller, 2021-06-03 This book offers a
new critical history of the idea of Europe from classical antiquity to the present day.
  when asia was the world: The 21st Century Balmiki Prasad Singh, 2017-05-18 This book
examines a wide range of issues that are expected to play a dominant role in shaping the 21st
century. Delineating key concerns in geopolitics, democracy and peace, it studies the functions and
influences of educational institutions, progressive religious and social groups, communities,
international institutions such as the United Nations, and forums promoting inter-faith dialogue. The
author underscores how the century may be forged by a pluralist ethos: multiple and diverse nation
states, centres of power, faiths, cultures, economies, and languages. He stresses the need to nurture
moral strength and enlightened leadership for a life of compassion, peace and holistic development.
Lucid and engaging, this book will interest scholars and researchers of political studies,
international relations, public policy, governance and development studies.
  when asia was the world: World Wheel Frithjof Schuon, 2006-11-13 A four-volume collection of
spiritual poetry by Frithjof Schuon, who wrote approximately 3,500 poems in his mother tongue
German. These poems express the experience of the sacred through the medium of poetry.



  when asia was the world: Geopolitics and the Indo-Pacific Region Ashok Kapur,
2024-08-27 Exploring geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific Region, a major hub of global, economic,
commercial, military, diplomatic, and cultural activities in the 21st century, this textbook provides
students with an introduction to the existing debates, frameworks, and issues surrounding the
Indo-Pacific. The second edition has been revised, updated, and expanded to explain the major
build-up of deterrence hubs during 2022–2023 in the Indo-Pacific Region (IPR). The hubs have a
clear focus on North Asia (Japan and South Korea), the Taiwan Strait and Taiwan and the South
China Sea (the Philippines, Vietnam, and Australia), and India and the Indian Ocean littoral areas
(the Persian Gulf and the Bay of Bengal). This edition takes into account the effects of the
Ukraine–Russia and Israel–Hamas/Iran proxies’ conflicts on the build-up of Russia–China–North
Korea–Iran ties and the naval projections by China and Russia in North Pacific, off the Alaska coast,
and in relation to Myanmar and Bangladesh and the Gulf/Red Sea areas. Within the purview of
maritime security and NATO, the present century is critical with the introduction of missiles and
nuclear submarine technology into IPR and by the fragmentation of arms control and nuclear and
missile non-proliferation arrangements of the 1960s–2000 period. This volume predicts that China’s
oft-proclaimed rise to global hegemonic status is not inevitable because of its many economic–social
problems and foreign policy dilemmas. Nor is World War III inevitable because no one seeks
unlimited warfare, but the regions in conflict will likely remain on a low boil. However,
problem-solving and crisis resolution will remain problematic, keeping the 21st century at its toes,
due to the inability of regional powers to unite for the common good. Complete with a list of further
reading, Geopolitics and the Indo-Pacific Region fills a gap in the market and will be of great interest
to upper-year-level undergraduates, postgraduate students, and researchers studying international
relations, IPR geopolitics, Asian politics, and Asian security studies.
  when asia was the world: For India William Winstanley Pearson, 1917
  when asia was the world: Contemporary Asia John McKay, 2024-11-14 For the first time in the
modern era, Asia is not dominated by an outside power. Is this the Asian Century? Will internal
rivalries emerge between China, Japan and India? How will growing tensions between the United
States and China shape the global economic, strategic and political system? Covering governance,
culture, and society in East and South Asia, this book introduces: - Key economic developments,
including the Asian economic miracle and the 1997/8 Financial Crisis - The central role of education,
and the contentious debate about 'Asian values' - The rapid expansion of military spending in the
region - The demography and geography of major nations and their forms of nationalism With
further reading suggestions and discussion questions for every chapter, this is essential introductory
reading for students of Asian Studies and interested general readers alike.
  when asia was the world: The Devil’s Historians Amy Kaufman, Paul Sturtevant, 2020-05-26
Amy S. Kaufman and Paul B. Sturtevant examine the many ways in which the medieval past has been
manipulated to promote discrimination, oppression, and murder. Tracing the fetish for “medieval
times” behind toxic ideologies like nationalism, antisemitism, Islamophobia, misogyny, and white
supremacy, Kaufman and Sturtevant show us how the Middle Ages have been twisted for political
purposes in every century that followed. The Devil’s Historians casts aside the myth of an
oppressive, patriarchal medieval monoculture and reveals a medieval world not often shown in
popular culture: one that is diverse, thriving, courageous, compelling, and complex.
  when asia was the world: As I Was Saying Colleen A. Kelly, 2009
  when asia was the world: The World of Persian Literary Humanism Hamid Dabashi,
2012-11-20 Humanism has mostly considered the question “What does it mean to be human?” from a
Western perspective. Dabashi asks it anew from a non-European perspective, in a groundbreaking
study of 1,400 years of Persian literary humanism. He presents the unfolding of this vast tradition as
the creative and subversive subconscious of Islamic civilization.
  when asia was the world: The Burning Earth Sunil Amrith, 2024-09-24 Finalist for the 2025
Dayton Literary Peace Prize Longlisted for the 2025 PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing
Award One of The New Yorker's Essential Reads of 2024 • One of NPR's Books We Love for 2024 A



brilliant, paradigm-shifting global history of how humanity has reshaped the planet, and the planet
has shaped human history, over the last 500 years. In this magisterial book, historian Sunil Amrith
twins the stories of environment and Empire, of genocide and eco-cide, of an extraordinary
expansion of human freedom and its planetary costs. Drawing on an extraordinarily rich diversity of
primary sources, he reckons with the ruins of Portuguese silver mining in Peru, British gold mining
in South Africa, and oil extraction in Central Asia. He explores the railroads and highways that
brought humans to new terrains of battle against each other and against stubborn nature. Amrith’s
account of the ways in which the First and Second World Wars involved the massive mobilization not
only of men, but of other natural resources from around the globe, provides an essential new way of
understanding war as an irreversible reshaping of the planet. So too does this book reveal the reality
of migration as consequence of environmental harm. The imperial, globe-spanning pursuit of profit,
joined with new forms of energy and new possibilities of freedom from hunger and discomfort,
freedom to move and explore, has brought change to every inch of the Earth. Amrith relates in
gorgeous prose, and on the largest canvas, a mind-altering epic—vibrant with stories, characters,
and vivid images—in which humanity might find the collective wisdom to save itself.
  when asia was the world: Asia's Rise in the 21st Century Scott B. MacDonald, Jonathan
Lemco, 2011-10-20 This expert analysis looks at what the increasing economic and political
prominence of China and other Asian nations means to the West and the rest of the world. Asia's
Rise in the 21st Century is a wake-up call to the West, offering a sophisticated assessment of a group
of nations that are becoming essential markets for U.S. trade, industry, and finance, even as they
increasingly represent fierce competition for global markets. The work traces changes that launched
the region down the path to potential economic and political ascendancy, and it looks at various
factors, from politics to economics to demographics that affect Asia now and will continue to do so in
the future. China's prominence is explored in the context of how it complements and competes with
the rest of Asia, especially Japan and India, and how it interacts with other major emerging-market
countries, such as Brazil, Russia, and Turkey. The book also looks at the challenge China's
ascendancy poses to the assertion that a successful capitalist system must be accompanied by
political democracy. Finally, the authors suggest ways in which Asia's rise can be accommodated in
the West and elsewhere and offer thoughts on where Asia, and especially China, will be in 2030.
  when asia was the world: Breaking the Cycle Zane, 2009-11-24 An eagerly awaited collection
of stories dealing with domestic abuse, edited by the New York Times bestselling author Zane.
Breaking the Cycle is a stunning and moving anthology of stories, each of which focuses on an
aspect of domestic abuse. This powerful collection is sure to serve as a wake-up call for people
either dealing with a domestic abuse situation, or those watching someone else endure it. In the title
story, Zane describes the turmoil that a young girl suffers at the hands of her stepfather. The girl
and her mother plan their escape, but at the last minute the mother falters. In D.V. Bernard's The
Lonely Echoes of My Youth, readers are introduced to a young boy raising himself on the fringes of a
drug-infested neigborhood. Nane Quartay's provocative story, The Grindstone, describes a boy who
witnesses a brutal murder which will have far-reaching effects on him and his family. Tracy
Price-Thompson weaves a powerful tale in The Stranger when a woman constantly abused by her
husband finds inner strength after a brutal attack. Collen Dixon's The Break of Dawn will keep
readers deep in thought long after they finish reading her story about a young desperate mother
terrifed that her own daughter will grow up and become victimized herself. Dywane D. Birch's
Victory Begins With Me reflects how one woman has to struggle to get her life back to normal.
Shonda Cheekes' Silent Suffering flips the script when a man finds himself abused by the female in
his life. Newcomer J.L. Woodson's God Does Answer Prayers deals with a young boy fighting for his
life in a hospital bed, put there by one of the people who is supposed to love him the most: a parent.
These stories capture the dangerous realities of domestic abuse, while also pointing toward the
steps that need to be taken to break the cycle that perpetuates it. It is sure to serve as a rallying cry
for all those who desire victory over their own victimization, and a guide for understanding the
complex undercurrents that make such patterns possible.



  when asia was the world: Comparative Law Sabrina Ragone, Guido Smorto, 2024 In this Very
Short Introduction, Sabrina Ragone and Guido Smorto explore the objectives, methods, and uses of
comparative law. Following an overview of the fundamental definitions, key concepts, and basic
lexicon of the discipline, Ragone and Smorto analyse the most successful techniques adopted for
mapping the world's legal systems and for explaining legal change and diffusion of law, also
providing a concise description of the major legal traditions of the world. They examine the
alternative methodologies employed for comparative inquiries, explaining how these choices
contribute to the assessment of differences and similarities. Finally, the authors discuss the practical
uses of comparative law, in both law-making and adjudication--
  when asia was the world: Contrarian Anthropology Laura Nader, 2018-01-08 Analyzing the
workings of boundary maintenance in the areas of anthropology, energy, gender, and law, Nader
contrasts dominant trends in academia with work that pushes the boundaries of acceptable methods
and theories. Although the selections illustrate the history of one anthropologist’s work over half a
century, the wider intent is to label a field as contrarian to reveal unwritten rules that sometimes
hinder transformative thinking and to stimulate boundary crossing in others.
  when asia was the world: Writing Travel in Central Asian History Nile Green, 2014-01-02
For centuries, travelers have made Central Asia known to the wider world through their writings. In
this volume, scholars employ these little-known texts in a wide range of Asian and European
languages to trace how Central Asia was gradually absorbed into global affairs. The representations
of the region brought home to China and Japan, India and Persia, Russia and Great Britain, provide
valuable evidence that helps map earlier periods of globalization and cultural interaction.
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