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Deep and Wide Andy Stanley: Exploring the Impact of a Groundbreaking Church
Growth Book

deep and wide andy stanley is more than just a phrase; it represents a
transformative concept in the world of church growth and leadership. Andy
Stanley’s influential book *Deep and Wide* has become a cornerstone resource
for pastors, ministry leaders, and anyone interested in building healthy,
thriving churches. This article delves into the core ideas behind *Deep and
Wide*, how Andy Stanley’s approach reshapes church growth strategies, and why
his principles resonate with so many leaders today.

Understanding "Deep and Wide": What Does It
Mean?

When Andy Stanley talks about going "deep and wide," he is addressing a
common tension in church leadership: the balance between reaching many people
(wide) and nurturing those who are part of the church community on a
meaningful level (deep). The book explores how churches can grow numerically
without sacrificing the spiritual depth and discipleship that form the
foundation of a healthy congregation.

The Two Dimensions of Church Growth

- **Wide Growth:** Refers to expanding the church’s reach, attracting new
attendees, and increasing membership numbers.
- **Deep Growth:** Focuses on spiritual formation, discipleship, and
developing mature followers of Christ.

Stanley argues that effective churches must pursue both dimensions
simultaneously. Growing wide without depth leads to shallow faith
experiences, while focusing solely on depth may limit the church’s influence
and miss opportunities for outreach.

Andy Stanley’s Vision for Healthy Church Growth

Andy Stanley, a well-known pastor and author, has led North Point Community
Church to become one of the largest and most influential churches in the
United States. His leadership philosophy, detailed in *Deep and Wide*,
encourages churches to rethink traditional growth models and adopt a more
intentional, strategic approach.



Key Principles from Deep and Wide

1. **Start with Clarity:** Stanley emphasizes the importance of clear vision
and purpose. Churches must understand who they are trying to reach and why.
2. **Make It Easy for People to Connect:** Removing barriers to attendance
and involvement helps new people feel welcome and included.
3. **Focus on Discipleship:** Going deep means creating environments where
individuals grow spiritually and engage in meaningful relationships.
4. **Be Intentional About Outreach:** Wide growth doesn’t happen by accident.
It requires intentional strategies to reach new communities.
5. **Leverage Small Groups:** Small groups act as a vital bridge between
large gatherings and personal discipleship, fostering connection and
accountability.

Why Deep and Wide Resonates with Modern
Churches

In an era where many churches face declining attendance and cultural
challenges, *Deep and Wide* offers a refreshing and practical roadmap. Andy
Stanley’s approach is not about chasing numbers blindly but about creating a
sustainable ministry that touches lives authentically.

Addressing Common Challenges in Church Growth

- **Avoiding Shallow Engagement:** Stanley warns against the trap of growing
“wide” but failing to cultivate deep spiritual maturity.
- **Overcoming Growth Plateaus:** Many churches hit a growth ceiling because
they neglect one side of the equation.
- **Balancing Tradition and Innovation:** Stanley encourages leaders to
innovate while staying rooted in biblical principles.
- **Building Community in a Digital Age:** With the rise of online church
services, fostering genuine relationships requires intentional effort.

Applying Andy Stanley’s Insights to Your Church
or Ministry

Whether you are a pastor, ministry leader, or volunteer, the concepts behind
*Deep and Wide* can be adapted to fit various contexts. Here are some
practical tips inspired by the book:



Tips for Going Deep and Wide in Your Church

Clarify Your Mission: Define who your church is for and what
transformational impact you want to have.

Create Welcoming Environments: Evaluate your services and programs to
ensure newcomers feel valued and understood.

Develop Discipleship Pathways: Design clear next steps for spiritual
growth that people can follow at their own pace.

Encourage Small Group Participation: Promote groups as safe spaces for
connection and growth.

Invest in Outreach: Train your team to engage the community thoughtfully
and authentically.

Measure Both Depth and Width: Use metrics that track not just attendance
but spiritual milestones and engagement levels.

The Broader Impact of Deep and Wide Andy
Stanley on Church Leadership

Andy Stanley’s influence extends beyond just church growth tactics; it
challenges leaders to rethink their overall approach to ministry. His
emphasis on strategic clarity, relational connection, and spiritual depth has
shaped countless ministries worldwide.

Leadership Lessons From Andy Stanley

- **Vision-Casting:** A clear and compelling vision aligns the church’s
efforts and energizes volunteers and members.
- **Communication:** Stanley models straightforward, relatable communication
that resonates with diverse audiences.
- **Adaptability:** He encourages leaders to be flexible, learning from
failures and adjusting strategies without losing sight of core values.
- **Empowering Others:** Delegation and leadership development are vital to
sustaining growth and creating a healthy church culture.



Where to Find More Resources on Deep and Wide
and Andy Stanley

For those interested in diving deeper into Andy Stanley’s teachings, the
*Deep and Wide* book is a great start. In addition, North Point Ministries
offers a wealth of video teachings, podcasts, and leadership resources
related to these principles.

Additional Tools and Resources

- Andy Stanley’s official website and blog
- North Point Community Church’s leadership podcasts
- Workshops and seminars on church growth and leadership
- Online courses focusing on discipleship and outreach strategies

Exploring these resources can provide ongoing inspiration and practical
guidance for implementing the deep and wide approach in your own ministry
context.

As churches continue to navigate the complexities of growth and engagement in
a changing world, Andy Stanley’s *Deep and Wide* remains a vital guide. By
blending intentional outreach with meaningful spiritual development, leaders
can foster communities that are both expansive and deeply transformative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Andy Stanley's book 'Deep
and Wide'?
The main theme of 'Deep and Wide' by Andy Stanley is about building a
healthy, engaging church that attracts unchurched people by focusing on being
deep in faith and wide in outreach.

Who is the target audience for 'Deep and Wide' by
Andy Stanley?
'Deep and Wide' is primarily aimed at church leaders, pastors, and ministry
teams who want to grow their churches effectively and reach more people with
the gospel.

What are some key principles Andy Stanley discusses



in 'Deep and Wide'?
Andy Stanley emphasizes principles such as creating a welcoming environment,
simplifying church programs, prioritizing clear communication, and focusing
on people who don’t attend church.

How does Andy Stanley suggest churches should
balance depth and width?
Andy Stanley suggests that churches should be deep in their spiritual
teachings and community but also wide in their outreach, meaning they should
be accessible and appealing to newcomers and seekers.

Has 'Deep and Wide' influenced church growth
strategies recently?
Yes, 'Deep and Wide' has influenced many churches' growth strategies by
encouraging them to rethink their approach to welcoming newcomers and
prioritizing relational and relevant ministry over traditional methods.

Are there any companion resources available for
'Deep and Wide' by Andy Stanley?
Yes, Andy Stanley and North Point Ministries offer companion resources such
as workbooks, sermon series, and small group studies to help churches
implement the concepts from 'Deep and Wide.'

Additional Resources
Deep and Wide Andy Stanley: An Analytical Exploration of His Ministry and
Influence

deep and wide andy stanley is a phrase often encountered in discussions
surrounding contemporary Christian leadership and church growth strategies.
Andy Stanley, a prominent pastor, author, and communicator, has garnered
considerable attention for his innovative approach to ministry, leadership
development, and church expansion. This article explores the dimensions of
Stanley’s philosophy, particularly as encapsulated in the metaphor “deep and
wide,” which reflects both the depth of spiritual growth and the breadth of
outreach in his ministry model.

Understanding the “Deep and Wide” Concept in
Andy Stanley’s Ministry

The phrase “deep and wide” in the context of Andy Stanley’s teachings conveys



a dual emphasis: cultivating deep spiritual maturity among believers while
simultaneously expanding the church’s reach to a wide audience. This balanced
approach has become a cornerstone of Stanley’s leadership philosophy,
emphasizing that churches should not merely focus on numerical growth but
also on nurturing a robust, authentic faith community.

Andy Stanley serves as the founder of North Point Ministries, a multi-site
church network headquartered in Alpharetta, Georgia. His leadership strategy
incorporates this “deep and wide” paradigm, which prioritizes discipleship
processes that foster deep personal transformation alongside scalable
outreach initiatives designed to connect with diverse demographics.

Deep Spiritual Formation: The Foundation of Andy
Stanley’s Approach

At the core of Stanley’s model is the conviction that spiritual depth cannot
be sacrificed for growth. He advocates for intentional discipleship that
challenges believers to develop a profound and personal relationship with
God. This involves cultivating biblical literacy, authentic community, and
practical application of faith principles.

Stanley often highlights the importance of clarity in communication and
teaching, ensuring that messages are accessible and relevant without
compromising theological integrity. This clarity facilitates deeper
understanding among congregants, fostering lasting spiritual growth rather
than superficial engagement.

Wide Outreach: Expanding the Church’s Influence

Simultaneously, Stanley’s “wide” dimension focuses on reaching as many people
as possible through innovative ministry methods and strategic church
planting. North Point Ministries has expanded to multiple campuses, each
tailored to meet the cultural and demographic needs of its community.

This expansion strategy is supported by leveraging technology, media, and
contemporary worship styles, making the church accessible to individuals who
might not traditionally engage with religious institutions. Stanley’s
emphasis on creating a welcoming environment encourages participation from a
broad cross-section of society.

Analyzing Andy Stanley’s Impact on Modern
Church Growth

Andy Stanley’s “deep and wide” framework reflects broader trends in



evangelical church growth, where leaders seek to balance spiritual depth with
numerical expansion. His influence is evident in the proliferation of multi-
site churches and leadership development programs that mirror his strategies.

Comparative Insights: Traditional vs. Stanley’s
Model

Traditional church growth models often prioritized either depth or width,
sometimes at the expense of the other. For instance, some denominations
emphasized doctrinal purity and spiritual formation but struggled with
declining attendance. Conversely, mega-churches sometimes focused heavily on
size and outreach, risking a dilution of spiritual depth.

Stanley’s approach attempts to reconcile these tensions by advocating for a
holistic ministry that nurtures mature disciples while embracing innovative
outreach. This balance is reflected in North Point Ministries’ sustained
growth and high retention rates among attendees.

Features of the Deep and Wide Ministry Model

Clear Communication: Simplified and relatable teaching that enhances
understanding and retention.

Intentional Discipleship: Structured programs that guide believers
through spiritual growth milestones.

Multi-site Expansion: Establishing campuses in diverse locations to
increase accessibility.

Use of Technology: Digital platforms for streaming services, podcasts,
and online small groups.

Community Engagement: Outreach initiatives tailored to local cultural
contexts.

Pros and Cons of Andy Stanley’s Deep and Wide
Approach

Like any ministry model, Stanley’s “deep and wide” approach comes with
advantages and challenges that warrant critical examination.



Advantages

Balanced Growth: Encourages both spiritual maturity and numerical1.
increase, promoting church health.

Scalability: The model supports expansion without compromising core2.
values.

Inclusivity: Appeals to a broad demographic through culturally relevant3.
methods.

Leadership Development: Emphasizes training leaders who can perpetuate4.
the model effectively.

Challenges

Risk of Dilution: Balancing depth and width may lead to compromises in1.
doctrinal rigor.

Resource Intensive: Multi-site expansion and technology integration2.
require significant investment.

Potential for Overreach: Rapid growth can strain organizational3.
structures and community cohesion.

Deep and Wide Andy Stanley in the Context of
Contemporary Christian Leadership

Andy Stanley’s “deep and wide” philosophy aligns with contemporary leadership
principles that emphasize adaptability, clarity, and relational engagement.
His influence extends beyond church walls, informing leadership training
programs, conferences, and literary contributions.

Stanley’s books, such as “Deep & Wide: Creating Churches Unchurched People
Love to Attend,” offer practical frameworks for church leaders seeking to
implement similar strategies. His emphasis on culture-sensitive ministry and
leadership transparency resonates with modern audiences navigating complex
social landscapes.



Integration with Digital Ministry Trends

The “deep and wide” model naturally complements the rise of digital ministry.
Stanley’s use of online content delivery and virtual engagement tools enables
churches to maintain depth in discipleship while reaching wider audiences
globally. This integration is particularly relevant in the post-pandemic era,
where digital presence significantly impacts church growth.

Impact on Leadership Development

Stanley’s leadership principles encourage a shift from authoritarian models
to servant leadership, emphasizing humility, communication, and empowerment.
His approach nurtures leaders capable of fostering both depth and breadth
within their ministries, creating sustainable growth cycles.

Exploring “deep and wide andy stanley” reveals a ministry paradigm that seeks
to harmonize the often competing demands of spiritual formation and outreach.
By prioritizing clarity, intentionality, and cultural relevance, Stanley’s
model offers valuable insights for churches aiming to thrive in today’s
dynamic religious environment.

Deep And Wide Andy Stanley

Find other PDF articles:
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-05/files?docid=gMj09-0477&title=bill-nye-staple.pdf

  deep and wide andy stanley: Deep and Wide Andy Stanley, 2012-09-25 Nearly 2,000 years
ago, Jesus started a movement that has grown like wildfire throughout history. Author and pastor
Andy Stanley draws from Scripture and over 25 years of pastoral experience to bring to life the
irresistible nature of this movement known as the Church. With surprising candor and transparency
pastor Andy Stanley explains how one of America’s largest churches began with a high-profile
divorce and a church split. But that’s just the beginning... Deep and Wide provides church leaders
with an in-depth look into North Point Community Church and its strategy for creating churches
unchurched people absolutely love to attend. Andy writes, “Our goal is to create weekend
experiences so compelling and helpful that even the most skeptical individuals in our community
would walk away with every intention of returning the following week...with a friend!” Later he says,
“I want people to fall in love with the Author of Scripture. And while we can’t make anyone fall in
love, we can certainly arrange a date.” For the first time, Andy explains his strategy for preaching
and programming to “dual audiences”: mature believers and cynical unbelievers. He argues that
preaching to dual audiences doesn’t require communicators to “dumb down” the content. According
to Stanley, it’s all in the approach. You’ll be introduced to North Point's spiritual formation model:
The Five Faith Catalysts. Leaders responsible for ministry programing and production will no doubt
love Andy’s discussion of the three essential ingredients for creating irresistible environments. For

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-009/pdf?ID=fov80-8609&title=deep-and-wide-andy-stanley.pdf
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pastors willing to tackle the challenge of transitioning a local congregation, Andy includes a section
entitled: Becoming Deep and Wide. If your team is more concerned with who you are reaching than
who you are keeping, Deep & Wide will be more than a book you read; it will be a resource you come
back to over and over! “Couldn't be prouder of my son, Andy. And I couldn't be more excited about
the content of this book. I wish a resource like this existed when I was starting out in ministry.” - Dr.
Charles Stanley, Founder, In Touch Ministries “Deep and Wide pulls back the curtain for all of us to
see what is required behind the scenes to build a prevailing church. I was both challenged and
inspired by this book.” - Bill Hybels, author of Just Walk Across the Room “The most common
question I get from pastors is, ‘How do I get the people in my church to be open to change?’ From
now on my answer will be, ‘Read Deep and Wide by Andy Stanley’. Thanks Andy. Great book!” -
Craig Groeschel, Pastor, LifeChurch.TV, author, It: How Churches and Leaders Can Get It and Keep
It “No one has given me more practical handles for establishing a focused vision than Andy Stanley.
Deep and Wide is a rich resource to help all of us stay intentional about the main thing - building a
church that reaches people who are far from God.” - Steven Furtick, Lead Pastor, Elevation Church
  deep and wide andy stanley: Going Deep and Wide Andy Stanley, 2017-08-01 Every Sunday
people walk onto your church campus and decide if they will return the following week before the
preacher even opens his mouth. Many of those people don't know what to make of Jesus. They're
hesitant to be in a church. They're not sure they belong. But over and over in the pages of the
gospels, we see something extraordinary. People who were nothing like Jesus liked Jesus. Shouldn't
that be true of his church as well? In Going Deep & Wide, Andy Stanley lays out a blueprint for
becoming that kind of church. Going Deep & Wide offers practical steps to help church leaders
create irresistible environments, define ministry goals, and communicate more effectively with
unbelievers. Each section includes discussion materials that walk you more deeply into the content
of Deep & Wide and invites conversations about how to apply what you've learned.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Deep and Wide Andy Stanley, 2016-02-09 A Close Look at What
It Takes to Create an Irresistible Church. This isn't a book about how to make your church bigger.
This is a book about how to make your church more appealing to the people who don’t usually—or
have never—gone to church. Deep and Wide provides church leaders with an in-depth look into
North Point Community Church and its strategies, its goals, its methods, and its story. You'll learn
how to create a church that unchurched people absolutely love to attend. Pastor Andy Stanley
explains: His strategy for preaching and programming to both mature believers and skeptics. North
Point's spiritual formation model: The Five Faith Catalysts. Three essential ingredients for creating
irresistible environments. How to tackle the challenge of transitioning a local congregation. Updated
& Expanded edition includes discussion guide, church staff resources, and a Q&A with Andy! Andy
Stanley is on the front lines of a major shift in how both Christians and non-Christians experience
church in America. In Deep and Wide, Andy opens up his playbook for how North Point Community
Church grew into one of the nation's most effective churches, openly shares their victories and
failures, and shows you how to take your own church deeper in the Word and wider in appeal.
—Dave Ramsey, New York Times bestselling author and nationally syndicated radio show host.
  deep and wide andy stanley: How Good Is Good Enough? Andy Stanley, 2008-08-19 Surely
there's more than one way to get to heaven? Bestselling author Andy Stanley addresses this popular
belief held even among Christians. But believing that all good people go to heaven raises major
problems, Stanley reveals. Is goodness not rewarded, then? Is Christianity not fair? Maybe not, he
says. Readers will find out why Jesus taught that goodness is not even a requirement to enter heaven
- and why Christianity is beyond fair. Andy Stanley leads believers and skeptics alike to a grateful
awareness of God's enormous grace and mercy. Good People Go to Heaven...Don’t They? Sure they
do. It only makes sense. Actually, it doesn’t really make any sense at all. Smart, educated,
accomplished men and women everywhere are banking their eternities on a theory that doesn’t hold
water. Chances are, you’ve never really thought it through. But you owe it to yourself to do so. Find
out now what’s wrong with the most popular theory about heaven—and what it really takes to get
there.



  deep and wide andy stanley: Irresistible Bible Study Guide Andy Stanley, 2019-01-15 Author
and pastor Andy Stanley explains what made the earliest Christian movement so compelling and
resilient...and what we need to change today to make it so again. Once upon a time there was a
version of the Christian faith that was practically irresistible. After all, what could be more so than
the gospel that Jesus ushered in? Why, then, isn't it the same with Christianity today? In this
six-session video Bible study (DVD/video streaming not included), Pastor Andy answers questions
like: What did first-century Christians know that we don't—about God's Word, about their lives,
about love? What did they do that we're not doing? What makes Christianity so resistible in today's
culture? What needs to change in order to repeat the growth our faith had at its beginning? Andy is
deeply concerned with the present-day church and its future, and he believes that many of the
solutions to our issues can be found by investigating our roots. It's time to hit pause and consider the
faith modeled by our first-century brothers and sisters who had no official Bible, no status, and little
chance of survival. It's time to embrace the version of faith that initiated—against all human odds—a
chain of events resulting in the most significant and extensive cultural transformation the world has
ever seen. This is a version of Christianity we must remember and re-embrace if we want to be salt
and light in an increasingly savorless and dark world. Designed for use with the Irresistible Video
Study (9780310100515) and the Irresistible core book (9780310536970), sold separately.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Not in It to Win It Andy Stanley, 2022-05-10 Is it possible to
disagree politically and love unconditionally? The reaction of evangelicals to political and cultural
shifts in recent years revealed what they value most. Lurking beneath our Bible-laced rhetoric, faith
claims, books, and sermons is a relentless drive to WIN! But the church is not here to win. By every
human measure, our Savior lost. On purpose. With a purpose. And we are his body. We are not in it
to win anything. We are in it for something else entirely. That something else is what this book is
about. You'll discover: How to take a stand the right way. You'll learn how to make your case with a
posture of humility and understanding, rather than being fueled by the fear of losing something.
How to view politics through the lens of faith. Learn curiously, listen intentionally, and love
unconditionally. How the life of Jesus and his teaching applies to modern-day challenges in a fresh
way. The biblical stand may not be what we've been taught. Jesus never asked his followers to agree
on everything. But he did call his followers to obey a new command: to love others in the same way
he has loved us. Instead of asserting our rights or fighting for power, we need to begin asking
ourselves: what does love require of me?
  deep and wide andy stanley: The Holy Spirit in Leadership Dr. Denise Norris, Jeffrey J.
Boone, 2022-02-09 The Holy Spirit in Leadership: A Case for Spiritual Leaders This book aims to
promote the Holy Spirit's role in church leaders. Spiritual leadership is the opposite of secular
leadership. They may share some things in common, but they are not the same, nor are they equal in
the church. Spiritual leadership is biblical, holy, and it is mandated upon the words and the works of
Jesus Christ. Jesus taught his leadership style by example to his disciples. The first-century disciples
absolutely modeled the words and works of Jesus Christ. One of the biggest problems today in the
church is secular leadership. Secular leadership is the root cause of inaction and declination of the
church which promotes selfishness. Spiritual leadership promotes selflessness. This book's answer is
the church's answer for spiritual leadership in the church over secular leadership. The church's
solution to secular leadership is Christ's spiritual leadership implemented and lived by the
first-century disciples. This book seeks to elevate spiritual leadership in the church through the
Great Commandment, the Great Commission, and biblical conflict resolutions. This kind of
leadership is indispensable to spiritual leadership in the church. The teachings of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, in the first-century apostles' doctrines are the guidelines that identify spiritual
leadership.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Irresistible Andy Stanley, 2018-09-18 A fresh look at the earliest
Christian movement reveals what made the new faith so compelling...and what we need to change
today to make it so again. Once upon a time there was a version of the Christian faith that was
practically irresistible. After all, what could be more so than the gospel that Jesus ushered in? Why,



then, isn't it the same with Christianity today? Author and pastor Andy Stanley is deeply concerned
with the present-day church and its future. He believes that many of the solutions to our issues can
be found by investigating our roots. In Irresistible, Andy chronicles what made the early Jesus
Movement so compelling, resilient, and irresistible by answering these questions: What did
first-century Christians know that we don't—about God's Word, about their lives, about love? What
did they do that we're not doing? What makes Christianity so resistible in today's culture? What
needs to change in order to repeat the growth our faith had at its beginning? Many people who leave
or disparage the faith cite reasons that have less to do with Jesus than with the conduct of his
followers. It's time to hit pause and consider the faith modeled by our first-century brothers and
sisters who had no official Bible, no status, and little chance of survival. It's time to embrace the
version of faith that initiated—against all human odds—a chain of events resulting in the most
significant and extensive cultural transformation the world has ever seen. This is a version of
Christianity we must remember and re-embrace if we want to be salt and light in an increasingly
savorless and dark world.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Enemies of the Heart Andy Stanley, 2011-06-21 CBA
BESTSELLER • Break free from the destructive power of guilt, anger, greed, and jealousy. Includes
a six-week discussion guide. “Andy Stanley touches the right nerve at the right time.”—Shaunti
Feldhahn, bestselling author of For Women Only and For Men Only Divorce. Job loss. Estrangement
from family members. Broken friendships. The difficult circumstances you are dealing with today are
likely being fed by one of four emotional forces that compels you to act in undesirable ways,
sometimes even against your will. Andy Stanley explores each of these destructive forces—guilt,
anger, greed, and jealousy—and how they infiltrate your life and damage your relationships. He says
that, left unchallenged they have the power to destroy your home, your career, and your friendships.
In Enemies of the Heart, Andy offers practical, biblical direction to help you fight back, to take
charge of those feelings that mysteriously control you, and to restore your broken relationships.
Previously released as It Came from Within
  deep and wide andy stanley: Defining Moments Study Guide Andy Stanley, 2010-05-19 Face
the Truth Life is full of defining moments. Like landmarks on a road map, these moments mark key
points along your life’s journey. A defining moment happens when you come face-to-face with a truth
that invites you to change the way you live. It demands that you make a decision. And regardless of
the choice you make, you will never be the same. In this eight-part companion study guide to the
Defining Moments DVD, bestselling author Andy Stanley examines several such moments as
depicted in the lives of people from Scripture—the kinds of moments many of us will experience in
our lifetimes. And if you’re willing to look at truth honestly, these moments can change your life
forever. Story Behind the Book While working to develop a series that would introduce people to a
new mind-set about the way they live their lives, Andy Stanley discovered the influence that defining
moments have. Now, after teaching this principle to his staff, church, and through the extended
home study groups of North Point Community Church , this DVD and study guide material are
releasing to a national audience through North Point’s relationship with Multnomah.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Evangelical Worship Melanie C. Ross, 2021-09-17 Say the
words “evangelical worship” to anyone in the United States -- even if they are not particularly
religious -- and a picture will likely spring to mind unbidden: a mass of white, middle-class
worshippers with eyes closed, faces tilted upward, and hands raised to the sky. Yet despite the
centrality of this image, many scholars have underestimated evangelical worship as little more than
a manipulative effort to arouse devotional exhilaration. It is frequently dismissed as a reiteration of
nineteenth-century revivalism or a derivative imitation of secular entertainment -- three Christian
rock songs and a spiritual TED talk. But by failing to engage this worship seriously, we miss vital
insights into a form of Protestantism that exerts widespread influence in the United States and
around the world. Evangelical Worship offers a new way forward in the study of American
evangelical Christianity. Weaving together insights from American religious history and liturgical
studies, and drawing on extensive fieldwork in seven congregations, Melanie C. Ross brings



contemporary evangelical worship to life. She argues that corporate worship is not a peripheral
“extra” tacked on to a fully-formed spiritual, political, and cultural movement, but rather the
crucible through which congregations forge, argue over, and enact their unique contributions to the
American mosaic known as evangelicalism.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Louder Than Words Andy Stanley, 2009-01-16 Your character,
more than anything else, will impact how much you accomplish in this life. It is more important than
your talent, your education, your background, or your network of friends. Andy Stanley helps you
chart a course toward becoming a man or woman of character. You'll discover a definition of
character that will inspire you for a lifetime, the external and internal benefits of strong character,
the six false beliefs behind negative behaviors, and more. Using practical insights, biblical
exposition, and engaging stories, Stanley guides you step-by-step in setting the personal goals that
will build the foundation for true success. The Secret to a Life with No Regrets How important is
your character? It determines everything about you! How much you will accomplish in life, and
whether you are worth knowing. How you will respond to success, and how you will weather the
inevitable storms of life. This is a book about uncompromised living. It is about choosing every day to
be a man or woman of integrity, a person whose actions speak louder than words. Bestselling author
Andy Stanley challenges you to become what you were meant to be: a person whose commitment to
doing the right thing, whatever the cost, will inspire others and change your world. Story Behind the
Book As a pastor, I spend a substantial amount of my time with people who are digging themselves
out from personal environmental catastrophes—circumstances that were often years in the making
but “took them by surprise.” Another group of people have faced, or are facing, storms of life that
are not of their own making, storms created by the character deficits of others—storms that are a
natural part of a fallen world. There, in the midst of unjust treatment and seemingly undeserved
pain, the true character of a man or woman is revealed. What you see in such moments is what was
really there all along. This book is about change. It’s about the process of taking raw materials and
molding them, shaping them, and refining them into a finished product. Whether you know it or not,
that process is happening in you. Your character, not your accomplishments or acquisitions,
determines your legacy.
  deep and wide andy stanley: I Got Next Rev. Dr. Marcus D. Allen, 2020-06-10 When a pastor
has served at one church for a long time, they are considered “legends.” They are held in high
regard for having conducted marriage ceremonies, presided over funerals, and led congregants
through their most difficult moments. But when a new pastor is called to serve, they are often met
with skepticism or unfair expectations. Many times, they find congregants who are unwilling to be
challenged or change. The Rev. Dr. Marcus D. Allen draws on questionnaires of African American
Baptist congregations and interviews with ten pastors called to lead churches in this guide for new
pastor’s intent on making a difference. Learn how to: • navigate the transition process in a smooth
fashion; • energize and encourage congregations to move to the next level; • help the church regain
confidence and overcome the challenges of transition; • lead congregants in mourning a former
leader who has died or been called to serve elsewhere. Each pastoral call comes with various
transitional challenges, and it’s important to be ready for whatever is ahead. Get guidance to inspire
others and achieve success with the lessons in I Got Next.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Rebuilding Your Message Michael White, Tom Corcoran,
2015-09-04 Michael White and Tom Corcoran sparked a firestorm in 2013 with their first book,
Rebuilt, the story of how they brought their parish back to life. In Rebuilding Your Message, the
award-winning authors now share their carefully honed communication practices to help priests,
staff, volunteers, and parishioners better proclaim the irresistible and life-changing Gospel of Jesus
Christ at every level. A parish doesn’t just communicate its mission from the pulpit. Teaching and
preaching also happen in classes and small groups, in bulletins, on the church website and social
media, and through volunteers who welcome visitors through its doors. In Rebuilding Your Message,
Michael White and Tom Corcoran—authors of the bestselling books Rebuilt and Tools for
Rebuilding—share dozens of strategies to help Catholic parishes establish and sustain excellent



communications. White and Corcoran believe that every parishioner should be engaged in
communicating the Good News of Jesus Christ. The authors push Catholics beyond the status quo
with practical help for creating a welcoming church, practicing homilies, and preparing lessons, as
well as more complex strategies such as developing a message series that connects all forms of
communication to both the liturgical year and the seasons of the local community.
  deep and wide andy stanley: For a New Generation Lee D. Kricher, 2016-08-02 A New
Generation Church is a church with attendees whose average age is at least as young as the average
age of the community in which the church exists. Any church can become a New Generation Church
that reaches and continues to reach the next generation. The Psalmist writes: We will not hide these
truths from our children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord, about
his power and his mighty wonders. (Psalm 78:4 NLT) No Christian would purposely hide the timeless
truths of Christianity from the next generation. But often we do, not because of the substance of our
church, but because of the approach of our church. For A New Generation is not about changing
your church’s statement of faith or core beliefs. It is about evaluating and changing, as needed, your
church’s programs, ministries and practices in order to more effectively connect with and stay
connected with the next generation. Written for both church leaders and members, For a New
Generation presents 5 practical strategies that will lay a foundation for a church to thrive for
generations to come. It is based on the assumption that accepting the status quo is the greatest
threat to your church’s core mission and, perhaps, to the long-term survival of your church.
  deep and wide andy stanley: The Calling of Congregational Leadership Larry L. McSwain,
2013-05-30 Leading is a calling from God, but that doesn't mean it is easy. There are choices to be
made about what your congregation believes, how your church organizes for effective ministry, and
how your church serves the settings of which you are a part. The good news is that others have gone
before you. Author Larry L. McSwain's forty years of experience can help guide you through these
choices. Rooted in research, The Calling of Congregational Leadership teaches a three-pronged
approach to congregational leadership: being a good leader, the knowledge needed by the leader,
and the managing of ministry leadership. By using this practical, holistic approach to leading
congregations, McSwain shows you how to use your church's potential for conveying the power of
God in the lives you touch. The Calling of Congregational Leadership is for those who seek to
enlarge the understanding of their leadership to make their communities of faith more vital and
more reflective of the mission of God in the world.
  deep and wide andy stanley: The Art of Hospitality Revised Edition Yvonne Gentile, Debi
Nixon, 2024-08-06 Create a culture of radical hospitality that surprises and delights guests beyond
their expectations. Engaging worship and intentional follow-up processes are important, but what
compels guests to return to our churches is the warmth of our welcome and hospitality that goes
beyond their expectations. In The Art of Hospitality, Yvonne Gentile and Debi Nixon guide you and
your church creating radical hospitality that infiltrates the heart and culture of the entire
congregation. Complete with key principles and proven techniques and strategies, this compelling
and practical program will transform the way you do church, leaving guests surprised, delighted,
and eager to return. This Revised Edition includes new insights and strategies for effective
hospitality and welcome in all aspects of your digital and in-person ministry. This book is for pastors
and other leaders in the church. Choose the Companion Book for everyone else in the congregation.
  deep and wide andy stanley: A Church Beyond Belief William L. Sachs, Michael S. Bos,
2014-10 Addresses “belonging before believing” and other new patterns for remaking congregations
As we move beyond the “emergent” or “missional” church paradigm, pastors and other church
leaders are discovering a new reality: people (especially younger generations) are coming to church
not as believers, but to find a place to belong—with or without faith. This book describes the
dilemma and the distractions that currently prevent congregations from being the place where that
sense of belonging can unfold and guide newcomers in the discovery of faith. The authors argue that
despite elaborate talk of change, spirituality, transformation, and conflict resolution, congregations
are still mired in old patterns of belonging. Using broad-based career experiences, surveys of



religious life, historical precedent, and insights from social psychology about what it means to
belong today, the book suggests new and effective approaches to help churches make vital
connections.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Know What You're FOR Jeff Henderson, 2019-10-01 Your
organization - business, church, or nonprofit - will experience unprecedented growth when you close
the gap between these two game-changing questions: What are we known for? What do we want to
be known for? In Know What You're FOR, entrepreneur and thought leader Jeff Henderson makes it
clear that if we want to change the world with our products or our mission, then we must shift the
focus of our messaging and marketing. Rather than self-promoting, we must transform our
organizations to be people-centric. This sounds like a no-brainer, but looking closer shows just how
little this is true and how impactful the change would be if it were. Whether you're a business
leader, a change advocate, or a movement maker, Know What You're FOR will help you - and your
organization - thrive. It's what happens when you create an organization focused on who it is FOR.
This is the future. Thriving organizations will be more concerned with becoming raving fans of their
customers than they are trying to convince customers to become raving fans of the organization.
This isn't theory. Jeff Henderson has experienced it. Working with companies like Chick-fil-A and the
Atlanta Braves, then serving as a pastor for 15 years at one of the country's largest and most
influential churches, North Point, Jeff knows what success looks like for healthy organizations and
healthy lives. With fascinating stories from a host of entrepreneurs and Jeff's remarkable career,
Know What You're FOR equips you with a simple strategy and the tools for extraordinary growth.
You'll discover how to: Work FOR your current and future customers with a new, effective method
Be FOR your team and help your people reach full potential Create a ripple impact by being FOR
your community Live and work your best by caring FOR yourself In a hypercritical, cynical world,
one that is often known for what it's against, let's be a group of people known for who and what
we're FOR. It's a powerful strategy for business. But more importantly, it is a revolutionary way to
live.
  deep and wide andy stanley: Leading Well Paul J. Murphy, 2017-03-17 This book is for
Christian leaders, whether in the ministry or in the marketplace. How do we experience the
fingerprints of God upon us and upon the ministry He has given us? Leading Well is arranged by
sections the Purpose, Power, Personalities, and Practice of leading well as a Christ-like servant
leader. I have written this book to spark renewal in your own life, while equipping you to lead well in
ministry. I hope you will experience a caring arm around your shoulder and a firm hand in the
middle of your back as we discover what it means for leaders to help Christian ministries meet the
challenge of their calling. Our calling is worth it. The world for which Jesus gave His life needs the
body of Christ to be who it is, because if it is who it aint, then it aint who it is.
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