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The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis: Understanding Suffering Through Faith and
Reason

the problem of pain by cs lewis is a timeless exploration of one of
humanity’s most puzzling and profound questions: Why does pain exist if there
is a benevolent God? This classic work by the beloved Christian writer and
thinker delves into the mystery of suffering, offering a thoughtful and
compassionate perspective that has resonated with readers for decades.
Whether you are grappling with personal hardship, interested in theology, or
simply curious about how faith intersects with human experience, Lewis’s
insights provide a compelling framework for understanding pain.

The Context Behind The Problem of Pain by C.S.
Lewis

Before diving into the core ideas, it’'s helpful to understand the background
of this influential book. Written in 1940, during a time marked by global
conflict and personal loss, The Problem of Pain was Lewis’s response to a
world filled with suffering. Already known for his clear writing and
apologetics, Lewis sought to address one of the most common objections to
Christianity: the presence of evil and suffering in a world created by a good
God.

Lewis was not merely theorizing; he approached pain as a deeply human
experience. His blend of intellectual rigor and heartfelt empathy makes the
book accessible to both skeptics and believers alike. It’'s not just a
theological treatise but a conversation—one that invites readers to wrestle
with their doubts and fears.

Central Themes of The Problem of Pain by C.S.
Lewls

At the heart of The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis lies a few key themes that
illuminate his approach to suffering:

1. The Nature of God and Goodness

Lewis begins by establishing the nature of God as perfectly good and loving.
He argues that God’s goodness is not like human goodness; it is absolute and
unchanging. This premise sets the stage for understanding why pain cannot be



easily dismissed or explained away. Rather than denying pain, Lewis confronts
it head-on, asking how such suffering can coexist with a divine being who
desires good for creation.

2. Human Free Will and the Origin of Evil

One of the most compelling parts of Lewis’s explanation is his emphasis on
free will. According to Lewis, pain is a consequence of human freedom. God
created beings capable of choosing love and obedience, but with that freedom
comes the possibility of rebellion and evil. This “fallen” state introduces
suffering into the world, not as a sign of divine cruelty, but as a byproduct
of genuine freedom.

3. Pain as a Tool for Growth

Lewis does not view pain as meaningless. Instead, he suggests that suffering
can serve a higher purpose. He likens pain to a “megaphone” God uses to get
human attention. Through pain, individuals can grow spiritually, develop
virtues like patience and courage, and come to a deeper understanding of
themselves and God. This perspective encourages readers to see suffering not
just as a burden, but as an opportunity for transformation.

4. The Mystery of Divine Justice

The problem of evil and suffering inevitably leads to questions about
justice. Lewis acknowledges that the full picture of divine justice is beyond
human comprehension. While some pain may seem unfair or senseless, he
maintains that God’s justice will ultimately prevail, even if it is hidden
from our limited perspective. This trust in divine justice offers hope amid
confusion.

How The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis Addresses
Modern Questions About Suffering

Pain and suffering remain universal and relevant concerns today. The Problem
of Pain by C.S. Lewis continues to speak to contemporary readers,
particularly in an age characterized by scientific advancement and religious
skepticism.



Bridging Faith and Reason

One of Lewis’s greatest strengths is his ability to engage both heart and
mind. He does not ask readers to abandon reason in favor of blind faith.
Instead, he presents suffering as a puzzle that can be approached logically,
while also acknowledging the limits of human understanding. This approach
makes the book an excellent resource for those wrestling with doubts or
seeking a rational basis for belief.

Addressing Emotional Realities

Beyond intellectual arguments, Lewis addresses the emotional impact of pain.
He writes with compassion about loneliness, grief, and despair. His honest
tone validates the feelings of those enduring hardship, which is a powerful
reminder that faith is not about denying pain but walking through it with
hope.

Practical Insights for Coping with Suffering

While The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis is primarily philosophical and
theological, it offers practical wisdom as well. Recognizing pain as part of
a larger divine plan can help individuals find meaning amid suffering.
Lewis’s emphasis on spiritual growth encourages practices such as prayer,
reflection, and community support, which are crucial for resilience.

LSI Keywords Naturally Integrated

Throughout this exploration, related concepts such as “theodicy,” “Christian
apologetics,” “free will defense,” “spiritual growth through suffering,”
“divine justice,” and “faith and reason” naturally arise. These terms enrich
the discussion, helping readers connect Lewis’s ideas with broader
theological debates and personal experiences.

Why The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewlis Remains a
Valuable Read

Decades after its publication, The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis remains
relevant because it addresses questions that transcend time and culture. Pain
is a universal experience that challenges everyone, regardless of belief or
background. Lewis’s thoughtful exploration offers a way to make sense of
suffering that neither trivializes it nor succumbs to despair.



For anyone curious about the intersection of faith and human experience, this
book provides clarity without oversimplification. It invites readers to
engage deeply with their doubts, encouraging an honest search for meaning.
Whether you are a believer seeking reassurance or a skeptic exploring
Christian thought, Lewis’s compassionate and reasoned approach offers
profound insights.

Tips for Readers Approaching the Book

If you decide to dive into The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis, consider these
tips:

e Read slowly and reflectively: The book tackles complex ideas that
benefit from thoughtful consideration.

e Keep a journal: Writing down your questions or reactions can deepen your
understanding and make the experience more personal.

e Discuss with others: Conversations with friends, study groups, or faith
communities can provide fresh perspectives and encouragement.

e Be patient with difficult sections: Some concepts, especially about
divine justice and free will, may challenge your current views.

These approaches can help you glean more from Lewis’s wisdom and apply it
meaningfully to your own life.

The Enduring Impact of The Problem of Pain by
C.S. Lewis

Ultimately, The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis is more than an intellectual
exercise—it is an invitation to wrestle honestly with suffering while holding
onto hope. Lewis’s blend of logic, imagination, and empathy creates a unique
voice that continues to comfort and challenge readers around the world.

Whether facing personal tragedy, questioning faith, or seeking deeper
spiritual insight, engaging with Lewis’s work can be a transformative
experience. It encourages us to acknowledge pain without despair, to question
without abandoning faith, and to trust that amidst the mystery of suffering,
there is a purpose that transcends our understanding.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Problem of Pain' by
C.S. Lewis?

The main theme of 'The Problem of Pain' is exploring the reason why a
benevolent and omnipotent God allows suffering and pain in the world.

How does C.S. Lewlis explain the existence of pain in
a world created by a loving God?

Lewis argues that pain serves a purpose in spiritual growth and moral
development, helping humans to recognize their own limitations and the need
for God.

Does 'The Problem of Pain' provide a solution to the
problem of evil?

Lewis does not offer a definitive solution but provides a theodicy suggesting
that pain is a tool used by God to nurture virtues like courage, patience,
and compassion.

What role does free will play in Lewis's explanation
of pain?

Lewis emphasizes free will, stating that God allows humans to choose good or
evil, and much pain results from the misuse of this freedom.

How does Lewis differentiate between physical pain
and emotional suffering in the book?

Lewis discusses both physical pain and emotional suffering, suggesting that
while physical pain alerts us to bodily harm, emotional suffering often has
deeper spiritual significance.

Is 'The Problem of Pain' suitable for readers
skeptical about religion?

Yes, the book is written in a reasoned and accessible style, making it
suitable for skeptics interested in philosophical and theological discussions
about suffering.

What literary style does C.S. Lewls use in 'The



Problem of Pain'?

Lewis employs a clear, logical, and conversational style, combining
philosophical argumentation with personal reflections and analogies.

How does 'The Problem of Pain' relate to C.S.
Lewis's other works?

The book complements Lewis's other Christian writings by addressing the
intellectual challenges of faith, particularly the problem of suffering,
which is a recurring theme in his apologetic works.

Additional Resources

**Exploring The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis: A Critical Review**

the problem of pain by cs lewis stands as one of the most profound and
enduring works addressing the complex issue of human suffering from a
theological and philosophical perspective. First published in 1940, this
seminal text offers an insightful exploration into why pain exists in a world
governed by a benevolent and omnipotent God. C.S. Lewis, renowned for his
clarity and intellectual rigor, navigates the paradox of suffering with both
empathy and analytical precision, making the book a timeless reference for
readers grappling with theodicy, Christian apologetics, and the nature of
pain itself.

In this review, we offer an in-depth analysis of the themes, arguments, and
implications presented in The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis, while situating
the work within broader theological discourse and contemporary relevance.

The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis: Context and
Overview

C.S. Lewis wrote The Problem of Pain against the backdrop of World War II, a
period marked by unprecedented global suffering and existential uncertainty.
This context adds an additional layer of urgency and poignancy to his
reflections on pain and divine justice. The book’s primary aim is to
reconcile the existence of suffering with belief in an all-loving, all-
powerful God—a question that has troubled theologians and philosophers for
centuries.

The work is structured systematically, beginning with an exploration of human
pain’s reality and progressing to address moral evil, natural suffering, and
the ultimate purpose of pain in the divine economy. Lewis’s style combines
philosophical reasoning with accessible language, making complex ideas
approachable to a broad audience, from lay readers to scholars.



Central Themes and Arguments

At the heart of The Problem of Pain lies the question: **Why does a good God
allow suffering?** Lewis confronts this dilemma through several key
arguments:

e Free Will and Moral Evil: Lewis emphasizes that human free will is
essential for genuine love and moral responsibility. The existence of
moral evil, therefore, is a consequence of human freedom rather than
divine intention.

e Natural Evil and the Fallen World: He distinguishes natural
suffering—such as disease and natural disasters—from moral evil,
attributing natural pain to a world that is “not yet heaven,” shaped by
a fallen creation awaiting redemption.

e Pain as a Tool for Growth: Pain serves a pedagogical role, functioning
as a “megaphone” to rouse a deaf world. It is instrumental in spiritual
maturation and turning individuals toward God.

e The Limitations of Human Understanding: Lewis admits that human
comprehension is finite and that divine reasons for allowing pain might
transcend human logic.

These themes are woven into a nuanced argument that neither trivializes
suffering nor abandons the hope for a just and loving God.

Philosophical and Theological Analysis

Lewis’s treatment of pain is deeply rooted in Christian theology but is also
informed by classical philosophy. His engagement with the problem of evil
aligns with the free will defense articulated by thinkers like Augustine and
Aquinas while also incorporating his own distinct insights.

The Free Will Defense in The Problem of Pain

One of Lewis’s most compelling contributions is his emphasis on free will as
a prerequisite for love and goodness. He argues that God’s granting of free
will inevitably opens the door to moral evil, as humans can choose actions
contrary to divine will. This argument aligns with libertarian perspectives
on free will, rejecting deterministic views that would absolve humans of
moral responsibility.



However, critics have pointed out that the free will defense does not fully
explain natural evil, such as earthquakes or diseases, which Lewis addresses
separately. He suggests that natural suffering is related to the corruption
of the created order, a concept that resonates with traditional Christian
doctrines of the Fall.

The Pedagogical Role of Pain

Lewis’'s metaphor of pain as a “megaphone” is one of the most memorable and
insightful aspects of the book. He posits that pain forces awareness and
reflection, breaking through complacency. From this perspective, suffering is
not merely punishment but a mechanism for spiritual awakening and moral
growth.

This idea corresponds with certain existentialist interpretations of
suffering while maintaining a hopeful outlook grounded in faith. It also
provides a practical framework for believers to find meaning in their pain
rather than despair.

Limitations and Critiques

While The Problem of Pain offers a compelling account, it has faced criticism
on several fronts:

e Insufficient Address of Gratuitous Suffering: Some argue that Lewis
underestimates the existence of seemingly pointless or excessive
suffering that challenges the notion of a loving God.

e Anthropocentric Focus: The book centers human pain and moral failing,
potentially minimizing the broader ecological and cosmic dimensions of
suffering.

e Philosophical Simplifications: Critics note that Lewis’s treatment

sometimes simplifies complex philosophical debates, favoring accessible
narrative over rigorous argumentation.

Despite these critiques, the book remains influential as a starting point for
dialogues on pain and faith.

The Problem of Pain in Contemporary Context

More than eighty years since its publication, The Problem of Pain by C.S.



Lewis continues to resonate with modern audiences. Its relevance is amplified
in an era characterized by global crises, pandemics, and personal tragedies
that prompt existential questioning.

Comparisons with Modern Theodicies

Contemporary theodicies often engage with scientific understandings of
suffering, including evolutionary biology and psychology. Compared to these,
Lewis’s approach is more explicitly theological and less scientific, but it
provides a foundational framework that complements modern insights.

For instance, process theology and open theism propose more dynamic views of
God’s relationship with suffering, whereas Lewis maintains a classical
theistic perspective. Readers interested in the problem of pain often find
value in juxtaposing Lewis’s arguments with these newer models.

Practical Implications for Faith Communities

The Problem of Pain serves as a resource for clergy, counselors, and
laypeople seeking to address questions of suffering in pastoral settings. Its
balanced tone offers neither simplistic answers nor nihilistic despair,
making it a valuable tool for fostering empathy and hope.

Moreover, Lewis’s honest acknowledgment of the mystery surrounding pain

encourages humility and openness in theological discussions, fostering
environments where doubt and faith can coexist.

Key Takeaways from The Problem of Pain by C.S.
Lewis

To summarize the critical insights without oversimplifying:
1. Suffering is a multifaceted phenomenon involving moral, natural, and
spiritual dimensions.

2. Free will is central to understanding why moral evil exists but does not
fully explain natural pain.

3. Pain has a transformative potential that can lead to spiritual growth
and deeper relationship with God.

4. Human understanding is limited, and some aspects of suffering remain
mysterious.



5. The book encourages a compassionate, thoughtful approach to pain rather
than simplistic answers.

These points underscore the enduring significance of Lewis’s work in both
academic and practical contexts.

The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis, with its clear prose and profound
insights, remains a cornerstone text in the study of suffering and faith. For
anyone wrestling with the question of why pain exists in a world governed by
divine goodness, Lewis'’'s reflections offer a compelling blend of reason,
theology, and hope that continues to inspire and challenge readers across
generations.
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The Most Trusted Study Guide to Understanding The Problem of Pain! Why must humanity suffer?
Why doesn’t God alleviate our pain, even some? In his book The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis’s
philosophical approach to why we experience pain can be confusing at times. The Problem of Pain
Study Guide breaks down each chapter into easy-to-understand questions and commentary to help
you find meaning and hope amid the pain. The Problem of Pain Study Guide expands upon Lewis'
elegant and thoughtful work where he seeks to understand how a loving, good, and powerful God
can possibly coexist with the pain and suffering that is so pervasive in the world and in our lives. As
Christ-followers we might expect the world to be just, fair, and less painful, but it is not. This is the
problem of pain. In addition to Scripture references, discussion questions, and related commentary,
The Problem of Pain Study Guide also provides easy-to-read chapter summaries highlighting
overarching themes, definitions, and references. To help with those more difficult discussion
questions, a complete Answer Guide and Scripture Reference Guide is available for free online. This
complete Bible study experience is perfect for book clubs, church groups, and independent study.
The Problem of Pain Study Guide includes: - Eleven sessions of study with multi-week options
included - Comprehensive Bible study workbook with studies for each week - Complete chapter
summaries to go deeper - Bible study questions that are ideal for group discussion - Answer Guide
for all questions and Scripture - Reference Guide available for free online - Perfect for book clubs,
small groups, or individual Bible study - Available in print or e-book formats The problem of pain is
inescapable and its effects profound. The Problem of Pain Study Guide combines the wisdom of C.S.
Lewis with the authority of Scripture to help you battle the issues and difficulties that lie ahead.
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with refuting popular objections to Christianity, such as the question, How could a good God allow
pain to exist in the world? The book addresses an important aspect of theodicy, an attempt by one
Christian layman to reconcile orthodox Christian belief in a just, loving and omnipotent God with
pain and suffering. Some have felt that it is useful to read it together with A Grief Observed, Lewis'
reflections on his own experiences of grief and anguish upon the death of his wife. In addition to
dealing with human pain, however, the book also contains a chapter entitled Animal Pain,
demonstrating not only the fact that Lewis cast his net wider than human suffering, but also a
reflection on a lifelong love of animals. Clive Staples Lewis (1898-1963) was a British novelist, poet,
academic, medievalist, lay theologian and Christian apologist. He is best known for his fictional
work, especially The Screwtape Letters, The Chronicles of Narnia, and The Space Trilogy, and for
his non-fiction Christian apologetics, such as Mere Christianity, Miracles, and The Problem of Pain.
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2019-01-11 Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal, established by the Arizona C. S. Lewis Society in
2007, is the only peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of C. S. Lewis and his writings
published anywhere in the world. It exists to promote literary, theological, historical, biographical,
philosophical, bibliographical and cultural interest (broadly defined) in Lewis and his writings. The
journal includes articles, review essays, book reviews, film reviews and play reviews, bibliographical
material, poetry, interviews, editorials, and announcements of Lewis-related conferences, events and
publications. Its readership is aimed at academic scholars from a wide variety of disciplines, as well
as learned non-scholars and Lewis enthusiasts. At this time, Sehnsucht is published once a year.

the problem of pain by cs lewis: My Essays on C.S. Lewis Shawn Armstrong, 2025-02-19
Embark on a profound exploration of faith, doubt, and moral clarity with My Essays on C.S. Lewis:



From Doubt to Faith. This compelling collection delves into the transformative journey of one of the
20th century's most influential thinkers, offering readers an intimate glimpse into C.S. Lewis's quest
for truth and spiritual certainty. - In-depth Analysis: Each essay meticulously examines key themes in
Lewis’s works, providing insightful commentary on his philosophical evolution. - Personal
Reflections: Engage with the author’s personal interpretations and reflections that resonate with
contemporary struggles in faith and morality. - Comprehensive Coverage: Explore a wide range of
topics including the nature of belief, the problem of suffering, and the importance of moral values in
everyday life. - Scholarly Yet Accessible: Written in a professional yet approachable style, this book
is perfect for both scholars and general readers seeking to deepen their understanding of Lewis's
legacy. My Essays on C.S. Lewis is ideal for students of philosophy, theology enthusiasts, literary
scholars, and anyone intrigued by the intersection of faith and reason. Whether you are a long-time
admirer of Lewis or new to his works, this collection will enrich your understanding and
appreciation of his contributions to literature and spirituality. - Thought-Provoking Content: Each
essay encourages readers to reflect on their own beliefs and ethical frameworks, fostering a deeper
engagement with the material. - Rich Historical Context: Gain insights into the societal and personal
influences that shaped Lewis’s thoughts during pivotal moments in history. - Practical Applications:
Discover how Lewis’s insights can be applied to modern-day dilemmas, enhancing your own journey
toward moral certainty. Join countless others who have found inspiration in C.S. Lewis’s writings.
My Essays on C.S. Lewis: From Doubt to Faith is more than just a collection of essays; it is an
invitation to embark on your own transformative journey. Don’t miss out—order your copy today and
unlock the profound wisdom of one of history’s greatest minds!

the problem of pain by cs lewis: C. S. Lewis's the Problem of Pain/a Grief Observed C. S.
Lewis, Terry L. Miethe, 1999 A volume comparable in style to Cliff's Notes, here highlighting the key
points from C. S. Lewis's' The Problem of Pain and A Grief Observed.
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1997-06-09 A client raises spiritual questions. Can a Christian therapist working in a government
agency talk with a client about faith? A young couple with two children asks a Christian counselor to
help them negotiate an end to their marriage. What responsibility does the counselor have to try to
repair the relationship? A youth group member confidentially reveals to the pastor that he is taking
drugs. Should the pastor tell the boy's parents? A counselor who teaches a college course has a
client show up for class. What should she do? These are just a few of the complex dilemmas that
therapists, counselors and pastors face nearly every day. Handling these situations appropriately is
critical for both the client's progress and the professional's personal credibility and protection from
liability. State and federal codes, professional association statements and denominational guidelines
have been drawn up to address ethical issues like competence, confidentiality, multiple
relationships, public statements, third parties and documentation. In this book you'll find them all
compiled and interpreted in light of Christian faith and practice. Written by qualified professional
counselors and respected academic instructors, this book is an indispensable resource for
understanding and applying ethics in Christian counseling today.

the problem of pain by cs lewis: Pain in C. S. Lewis David Barshinger, 2006

the problem of pain by cs lewis: The Problem of Pain C. Lewis, 2016-07-02 When Mr.
Ashley Sampson suggested to me the writing of this book, I asked leave to be allowed to write it
anonymously, since, if I were to say what I really thought about pain, I should be forced to make
statements of such apparent fortitude that they would become ridiculous if anyone knew who made
them. Anonymity was rejected as inconsistent with the series; but Mr. Sampson pointed out that I
could write a preface explaining that I did not live up to my own principles! This exhilarating
programme I am now carrying out. Let me confess at once, in the words of good Walter Hilton, that
throughout this book I feel myself so far from true feeling of that I speak, that I can naught else but
cry mercy and desire after it as I may. Yet for that very reason there is one criticism which cannot be
brought against me. No one can say He jests at scars who never felt a wound, for I have never for
one moment been in a state of mind to which even the imagination of serious pain was less than



intolerable. If any man is safe from the danger of under-estimating this adversary, I am that man. I
must add, too, that the only purpose of the book is to solve the intellectual problem raised by
suffering; for the far higher task of teaching fortitude and patience I was never fool enough to
suppose myself qualified, nor have I anything to offer my readers except my conviction that when
pain is to be borne, a little courage helps more than much knowledge, a little human sympathy more
than much courage, and the least tincture of the love of God more than all. If any real theologian
reads these pages he will very easily see that they are the work of a layman and an amateur. Except
in the last two chapters, parts of which are admittedly speculative, I have believed myself to be
re-stating ancient and orthodox doctrines. If any parts of the book are original, in the sense of being
novel or unorthodox, they are so against my will and as a result of my ignorance. I write, of course,
as a layman of the Church of England: but I have tried to assume nothing that is not professed by all
baptised and communicating Christians. As this is not a work of erudition I have taken little pains to
trace ideas or quotations to their sources when they were not easily recoverable. Any theologian will
see easily enough what, and how little, I have read. C. S. LEWIS. MAGDALEN COLLEGE, OXFORD.
1940.

the problem of pain by cs lewis: S Lewis vs the New Atheists Peter S Williams, 2013-02-01
The book will counter the 'new atheist' movement using the arguments of C.S. Lewis, thereby
appealing to readers interested in both loci and showing that there is nothing especially 'new' about
the new atheism. How might C.S. Lewis, the greatest Christian apologist of the twentieth century,
respond to the twenty-first century 'new atheism' of Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens and
company? Might Lewis' own journey from atheism to Christian belief illuminate and undercut the
objections of the new atheists? Christian philosopher Peter S. Williams takes us on an intellectual
journey through Lewis' conversion in conversation with today's anti-theists. "This book shows the
breadth, depth, and durability of Lewis's Christian apologetics.' Michael Ward, chaplain at St Peter's
College, Oxford

the problem of pain by cs lewis: The Practice of the Presence of God Alan Vermilye,
Brother Lawrence, 2021-03-07 Practice turning ordinary life experiences into a conversation with
God! With all the distractions and busyness of everyday life, trying to remain connected to God can
be a real challenge. Fortunately, a Carmelite monk named Brother Lawrence understood this
problem and laid out a spiritual approach to living in God’s presence that is as practical today as it
was almost four hundred years ago. Since it was first published in 1691, The Practice of the
Presence of God contains a collection of notes, letters, and interviews given by Brother Lawrence to
his friends as a way of helping them turn ordinary daily life events into conversations with God.
Based on this timeless classic, The Practice of the Presence of God: A 40-Day Devotion guides
readers on a 40-day journey through the wisdom of Brother Lawrence, related Scripture passages,
and devotional thoughts that bring you into a more conversational relationship with God. The
Practice of the Presence of God: A 40-Day Devotion includes: - Daily devotional readings with book
excerpt, Scripture references, and devotional thoughts - The complete conversations and letters
from Brother Lawrence - Additional resources including a small-group discussion guide, Spiritual
Maxims, and The Life of Brother Lawrence available for free online - Perfect for book clubs, small
groups, or individual Bible study - Available in print or e-book formats Devote some time to
examining the content of this small but powerful book that has inspired millions of Christians over
centuries to develop a deeper awareness of the presence of God. Frequently Asked Questions: Does
the book include the entire work of Brother Lawrence? This book includes the conversations and
letters that make up the bulk of the work commonly known as The Practice of the Presence of God as
well as a 40-day devotional plan that guides you through sections of the writings of Brother
Lawrence. Additionally, we have made available Spirituals Maxims by Brother Lawrence and The
Life of Brother Lawrence for free on the publisher’s website. What is the format of the devotional?
The daily devotional readings include a book excerpt, Scripture references, and a devotional thought
for each day. The devotion can be started at any time of the year and is flexible to individual reader’s
schedules. Is there a group discussion guide? Yes! You will find a free group discussion guide on the



publisher’s website that is perfect for individual and small group use. Can anyone lead the group
discussion? Absolutely! The questions are created in a discussion format allowing leaders to simply
guide participants through each study question.
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essays by scholars and friends of CS Lewis, giving glimpses into his life.
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