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Troublemakers Stories by Harlan Ellison: Exploring the Edge of Speculative Fiction

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison capture the imagination with their bold narratives, sharp
wit, and unflinching exploration of human nature. Harlan Ellison, one of the most influential
speculative fiction writers of the 20th century, carved a niche for himself by crafting stories that
challenge societal norms and provoke thoughtful reflection. His "troublemakers" are characters who
disrupt the status quo, question authority, and embody rebellion in various forms. If you're drawn to
stories that combine science fiction, fantasy, and biting social commentary, Ellison’s work offers a
treasure trove of thought-provoking tales.

In this article, we’ll dive into what makes troublemakers stories by Harlan Ellison so compelling,
examine key themes and narrative techniques, and explore some standout works that showcase his
unique voice. Whether you're a longtime fan or new to Ellison’s world, this deep dive will illuminate
why his stories continue to resonate with readers and writers alike.

What Defines a Troublemaker in Harlan Ellison’s
Stories?

Ellison’s protagonists are rarely passive. Instead, they are agitators or outsiders who refuse to
accept the world as it is. These troublemakers often confront oppressive systems, societal
expectations, or existential dilemmas. Their rebellious spirit is not just for shock value; it often
serves as a catalyst for unveiling deeper philosophical questions or critiquing cultural norms.

Unlike stereotypical rebels, Ellison’s troublemakers are complex beings. They sometimes display
flaws, vulnerabilities, and moral ambiguity—traits that make their stories richer and more relatable.
This complexity challenges readers to empathize with characters who might otherwise be dismissed
as mere disruptors.

The Role of Social Critique and Satire

One of the defining features of troublemakers stories by Harlan Ellison is their sharp social critique.
Ellison used his writing as a mirror to society, highlighting injustices, hypocrisy, and human folly.
His work is often laced with satire aimed at politics, bureaucracy, and cultural complacency.

For example, many of Ellison’s stories explore themes like censorship, conformity, and the misuse of
power. By positioning his troublemakers against these forces, he invites readers to question the
systems in place and consider the consequences of blind obedience. This approach not only
entertains but also educates, encouraging active engagement with social issues.



Notable Troublemakers Stories by Harlan Ellison

Harlan Ellison’s bibliography is vast, but certain stories stand out for their portrayal of
troublemakers and their impact on speculative fiction.

"T Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream"

Perhaps Ellison’s most famous work, this harrowing tale features a supercomputer named AM that
has annihilated humanity except for five individuals it tortures endlessly. The characters are trapped
in a nightmarish scenario where rebellion is both futile and necessary. The story’s protagonist
embodies the ultimate troublemaker—someone who, despite overwhelming odds, refuses to accept
their fate passively.

This story showcases Ellison’s ability to blend psychological horror with science fiction, creating a
bleak yet compelling exploration of suffering, resistance, and the human spirit’s resilience.

"Repent, Harlequin! Said the Ticktockman"

In this satirical dystopia, the Ticktockman enforces strict punctuality and order, punishing tardiness
with severe consequences. The troublemaker, the Harlequin, disrupts this rigid society through
whimsical acts of rebellion. Ellison’s narrative is playful yet incisive, critiquing authoritarianism and
the dehumanizing effects of conformity.

The story’s energetic pace and imaginative setting highlight Ellison’s talent for embedding serious
themes within engaging storytelling.

Other Influential Stories Featuring Troublemakers

- **"The Beast That Shouted Love at the Heart of the World"**: Explores chaos and order through
interconnected narratives, with protagonists challenging destructive forces.

- **"Delusion for a Dragon Slayer"**: Features a character who questions traditional fantasy tropes,
subverting expectations.

- *"The Whimper of Whipped Dogs"**: A gritty, urban tale where the protagonist confronts violence
and apathy in society.

Each of these stories exemplifies Ellison’s knack for crafting troublemakers who shake the
foundations of their worlds, compelling readers to reevaluate accepted truths.

Why Ellison’s Trouble Makers Continue to Inspire
Writers and Readers



Ellison’s influence extends beyond his storytelling into how he inspired a generation of writers to
push boundaries. His troublemakers are not just characters; they are symbols of creative freedom
and resistance against complacency.

Innovative Narrative Styles

Ellison experimented with structure, voice, and tone, often blending genres to create something
fresh and unpredictable. His use of first-person narration, stream-of-consciousness, and fragmented
timelines invites readers into the minds of his troublemakers, deepening emotional connection.

This innovation encourages aspiring writers to think outside conventional storytelling frameworks
and embrace risk-taking in their craft.

Encouragement of Critical Thinking

By presenting flawed, rebellious characters and ambiguous scenarios, Ellison’s stories resist easy
answers. Readers are prompted to grapple with moral dilemmas and societal issues, fostering
critical thinking.

For fans of speculative fiction, this blend of entertainment and intellectual engagement makes
Ellison’s troublemakers stories both enjoyable and meaningful.

Tips for Readers Exploring Trouble Makers Stories by
Harlan Ellison

If you're new to Ellison’s work or want to deepen your appreciation, here are some helpful tips:

¢ Start with the classics: Stories like "I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream" and "Repent,
Harlequin! Said the Ticktockman" provide a strong foundation.

e Pay attention to social and political contexts: Understanding the historical backdrop of
Ellison’s writing, such as the Cold War era and civil rights movement, enhances thematic
appreciation.

¢ Read with an open mind: Ellison’s stories can be provocative and unsettling, but embracing
that discomfort leads to richer insights.

¢ Explore his essays and interviews: Ellison was also a prolific essayist, and his commentary
sheds light on his creative process and intentions.



Where to Find Trouble Makers Stories by Harlan
Ellison

Ellison’s stories are widely available in various collections and anthologies. Some recommended
compilations include:

e “The Essential Ellison: A 50-Year Retrospective” - A comprehensive overview of his best
works.

e “Angry Candy” - A collection featuring some of his most memorable stories.

e “Shatterday” - Contains a mix of his edgy and innovative tales.

Many of his stories are also accessible in digital formats or through libraries, making it easy for new
readers to discover his troublemakers.

Ellison’s legacy as a master of speculative fiction remains vibrant because his troublemakers
continue to challenge, entertain, and inspire. Whether you're seeking thrilling narratives, profound
social commentary, or experimental storytelling, his stories offer a remarkable journey into the
minds of those who dare to disrupt the ordinary.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Troublemakers' by Harlan Ellison about?

'Troublemakers' is a short story by Harlan Ellison that explores themes of rebellion, societal norms,
and the consequences of challenging authority through a gripping narrative.

When was '"Troublemakers' by Harlan Ellison first published?

‘Troublemakers' was first published in 1967 as part of Harlan Ellison's collection of short stories.

What are the main themes in 'Troublemakers' by Harlan
Ellison?

The main themes of "Troublemakers' include defiance against oppression, the nature of
troublemaking as a form of protest, and the moral ambiguity surrounding acts of rebellion.

How does Harlan Ellison portray the characters in
‘Troublemakers'?

Ellison portrays the characters as complex individuals who challenge societal norms, often blurring
the lines between heroism and villainy.



Is 'Troublemakers' considered a part of the science fiction
genre?

Yes, 'Troublemakers' contains elements of speculative fiction and is often categorized within the
broader science fiction genre, consistent with Ellison's style.

Where can I find a copy of 'Troublemakers' by Harlan Ellison?

‘Troublemakers' can be found in various short story collections by Harlan Ellison, available in
bookstores, libraries, and online platforms such as Amazon and Kindle.

What makes Harlan Ellison's writing style unique in
‘Troublemakers'?

Ellison's writing in "Troublemakers' is known for its sharp, provocative prose, intense character
development, and its ability to challenge readers' perceptions.

Has 'Troublemakers' by Harlan Ellison been adapted into
other media?

As of now, 'Troublemakers' has not been widely adapted into other media, but Ellison's works have
inspired numerous adaptations in television and film.

Additional Resources

Troublemakers Stories by Harlan Ellison: An Analytical Exploration

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison represent a distinct and provocative facet of speculative
fiction that challenges societal norms and explores the boundaries of human behavior. Known for his
uncompromising narrative style and incisive commentary, Harlan Ellison’s work often centers on
characters who defy authority, disrupt complacency, and reveal the darker or more complex layers
of human nature. This article delves into Ellison’s portrayal of troublemakers, examining the
thematic undercurrents, stylistic choices, and cultural significance embedded within these stories.

Understanding Harlan Ellison’s Approach to
Troublemakers

Harlan Ellison’s reputation as a writer who pushes boundaries is well-earned, particularly through
his vivid characterization of protagonists who are often labeled as “troublemakers.” Unlike
conventional antagonists or mere rebels, Ellison’s troublemakers embody a multifaceted challenge
to societal structures, questioning norms and exposing hypocrisies. His stories don’t simply glorify
rebellion; they dissect the motivations and consequences that accompany dissent.

Through his speculative fiction lens, Ellison uses these characters to confront issues ranging from



authoritarianism and censorship to existential crises and ethical dilemmas. His troublemakers are
rarely one-dimensional; they are complex figures whose actions provoke reflection rather than
straightforward condemnation or celebration.

Thematic Elements in Ellison’s Troublemakers Stories

Several recurring themes emerge when analyzing troublemakers stories by Harlan Ellison:

e Authority and Rebellion: Ellison frequently explores the tension between individuals and
oppressive systems, whether governmental, societal, or psychological.

« Isolation and Alienation: His troublemakers often experience profound loneliness,
highlighting the personal cost of defiance.

e Moral Ambiguity: The boundaries between right and wrong blur, inviting readers to question
their own ethical frameworks.

e Identity and Self-Determination: Characters struggle to assert their individuality against
conformist pressures.

These themes underscore Ellison’s commitment to portraying troublemakers as catalysts for change,
serving as mirrors that reflect humanity’s contradictions and challenges.

Stylistic Features of Ellison’s Troublemakers Stories

Ellison’s narrative style enhances the impact of his troublemakers tales. His prose is often visceral,
intense, and unflinching, matching the disruptive nature of his characters. He employs sharp
dialogue, vivid imagery, and non-linear storytelling techniques to immerse readers in the
psychological and social turmoil faced by his protagonists.

One notable stylistic hallmark is Ellison’s use of speculative or dystopian settings. These
environments amplify the stakes of rebellion and provide metaphorical landscapes in which
troublemakers navigate complex power dynamics. For example, many stories unfold in near-future
or alternate realities that exaggerate contemporary societal issues, thereby intensifying the
narrative’s relevance.

Noteworthy Examples of Troublemakers in Ellison’s Work

To appreciate the multifaceted nature of Ellison’s troublemakers, it is instructive to consider specific
stories that exemplify his approach:



1. "I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream": This harrowing tale features a group of survivors
trapped by a malevolent supercomputer. The characters’ attempts at resistance highlight both
their desperation and the limits of rebellion under absolute control.

2. "Repent, Harlequin! Said the Ticktockman": The protagonist, the Harlequin, disrupts a
society obsessed with punctuality and order. His anarchic acts serve as a critique of
conformity and bureaucratic rigidity.

3. "The Beast that Shouted Love at the Heart of the World": This story tackles themes of

chaos and order, with characters whose rebellious actions have profound metaphysical
implications.

Each of these narratives showcases how Ellison’s troublemakers are not mere agitators but complex
figures whose disruptions challenge readers to reconsider notions of freedom, control, and
humanity.

Comparative Perspectives: Ellison’s Troublemakers
Versus Other Speculative Fiction

In the broader landscape of speculative fiction, troublemaker archetypes are common, but Ellison’s
depiction is distinct in its psychological depth and socio-political engagement. While authors like
Philip K. Dick or Ursula K. Le Guin also explore rebellion, Ellison’s work is often more
confrontational and raw.

Where Dick’s troublemakers may grapple with identity and reality, and Le Guin’s may embody
cultural or philosophical resistance, Ellison’s characters tend to embody an urgent, sometimes

violent challenge to systemic injustice. This intensity makes his stories resonate powerfully with
readers who seek narratives that do not shy away from uncomfortable truths.

The Pros and Cons of Ellison’s Troublemaker Narratives

e Pros:
o Provocative exploration of complex social issues
o Rich, multi-layered characters that defy stereotypes
o Innovative storytelling techniques that engage readers

o Enduring relevance in discussions about authority and individuality



e Cons:
o Sometimes dense or challenging prose for casual readers
o Intensity and bleakness may alienate those preferring lighter narratives

o The moral ambiguity can leave readers without clear resolutions

These factors contribute to the niche but devoted audience Ellison’s troublemakers stories attract,
highlighting their role as thought-provoking rather than purely entertaining literature.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of Ellison’s
Troublemakers Stories

The influence of troublemakers stories by Harlan Ellison extends beyond literary circles into popular
culture and critical theory. His works have inspired adaptations in television, film, and comics,
illustrating the enduring fascination with characters who challenge the status quo.

Moreover, Ellison’s narratives have sparked academic discussions about the role of dissent in
literature and society. By foregrounding troublemakers who are simultaneously flawed and heroic,
his stories invite ongoing debate about the nature of resistance and the dynamics of power.

In contemporary contexts, where conversations about civil disobedience, systemic injustice, and
individual rights remain vital, Ellison’s troublemakers continue to offer relevant insights. Their
struggles mirror real-world conflicts, making his stories not just speculative fiction but poignant
social commentary.

The complexity and audacity of Harlan Ellison’s troublemakers stories ensure their place as seminal
works within speculative fiction. These narratives challenge readers to confront uncomfortable
realities and question the mechanisms of control and conformity. In doing so, they uphold Ellison’s
legacy as a fearless chronicler of human defiance and creativity.
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career spanning more than 50 years, Harlan Ellison has written or edited 75 books, more than 1700
stories, essays, articles and newspaper columns, two dozen teleplays, and a dozen movies. Now, for
the first time anywhere, Troublemakers presents a collection of Ellison's classic stories--chosen by
the author--that will introduce new readers to a writer described by the New York Times as having
the spellbinding quality of a great nonstop talker, with a cultural warehouse for a mind.

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Troublemakers Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-01
Includes the Nebula and Hugo Award-winning story, “ ‘Repent, Harlequin!” Said the Ticktockman.”
A special new collection of Ellison’s short stories, selected especially for this volume by the author,
including the newly revised and expanded tale “Never Send to Know for Whom the Lettuce Wilts.” In
a career spanning more than fifty years, Harlan Ellison has written or edited seventy-five books,
more than seventeen hundred stories, essays, articles, and newspaper columns, two dozen teleplays,
and a dozen movies. Now, for the first time anywhere, Troublemakers presents a collection of
Ellison’s classic stories that will introduce new readers to a writer described by the New York Times
as having “the spellbinding quality of a great nonstop talker, with a cultural warehouse for a mind.”
Includes the award-winning stories “‘Repent, Harlequin!” Said the Ticktockman” and “Deeper Than
the Darkness.”

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Science Fiction Authors Maura Heaphy, 2008-11-30
For students, scholars, readers' advisors, and curious SF readers and fans, this guide provides an
easy-to-use launch pad for researching and learning more about science fiction writers and their
work. Emphasizing the best popular and contemporary authors, this book covers 100 SF writers,
providing for each: ¢ a brief biographical sketch, including a quote from theauthor, awards, etc. * a
list of the author's major works (including editions and other writings) ¢ research
sources-biographies, criticism, research guides, and web sites ¢ In addition, you'll find read-alike
lists for selected authors. For anyone wanting to find information on popular SF authors, this should
be the first stop.

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Harlan Ellison's Watching Harlan Ellison,
2015-03-10 “An enjoyable, irascible collection” of smart and sometimes-scathing film criticism from
a famously candid author (Library Journal). Everyone’s a critic, especially in the digital age—but no
one takes on the movies like multiple award-winning author Harlan Ellison. Renowned both for
fiction (A Boy and His Dog) and pop-culture commentary (The Glass Teat), Ellison offers in this
collection twenty-five years’ worth of essays and film criticism. It’s pure, raw, unapologetic opinion.
Star Wars? “Luke Skywalker is a nerd and Darth Vader sucks runny eggs.” Big Trouble in Little
China? “A cheerfully blathering live-action cartoon that will give you release from the real pressures
of your basically dreary lives.” Despite working within the industry himself, Ellison never learned
how to lie. So punches go unpulled, the impersonal becomes personal, and sometimes even the
critics get critiqued, as he shares his views on Pauline Kael or Siskel and Ebert. Ultimately, it’s a
wild journey through the cinematic landscape, touching on everything from Fellini to the Friday the
13th franchise. As Leonard Maltin writes in his preface, “I don’t know how valuable it is to learn
Harlan Ellison’s opinion of this film or that, but I do know that reading an Ellison essay is gong to be
provocative, infuriating, hilarious, or often a combination of the above. It is never time wasted. . . .
Let me assure you, Harlan Ellison is never dull.”

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Deathbird Stories Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-29
Masterpieces of myth and terror about modern gods from technology to drugs to
materialism—“fantasy at its most bizarre and unsettling” (The New York Times). As Earth
approaches Armageddon, a man embarks on a quest to confront God in the Hugo Award-winning
novelette, “The Deathbird.” In New York City, a brutal act of violence summons a malevolent spirit
and a growing congregation of desensitized worshippers in “The Whimper of Whipped Dogs,” an
Edgar Award winner influenced by the real-life murder of Queens resident Kitty Genovese in 1964.
In “Paingod,” the deity tasked with inflicting pain and suffering on every living being in the universe
questions the purpose of its cruel existence. Deathbird Stories collects these and sixteen more
provocative tales exploring the futility of faith in a faithless world. A legendary author of speculative



fiction whose best-known works include A Boy and His Dog and I Have No Mouth, and I Must
Scream—and whose major awards and nominations number in the dozens, Harlan Ellison strips
away convention and hypocrisy and lays bare the human condition in modern society as ancient gods
fade and new deities rise to appease the masses—gods of technology, drugs, gambling,
materialism—that are as insubstantial as the beliefs of those who venerate them. In addition to his
Nebula, Hugo, World Fantasy, Bram Stoker, Edgar, and other awards, Ellison was called “one of the
great living American short story writers” by the Washington Post—and this collection makes it clear
why he has earned such an extraordinary assortment of accolades. Stories include: “Introduction:
Oblations at Alien Altars” “The Whimper of Whipped Dogs” “Along the Scenic Route” “On the
Downhill Side” “O Ye of Little Faith” “Neon” “Basilisk” “Pretty Maggie Moneyeyes” “Corpse”
“Shattered Like a Glass Goblin” “Delusion for a Dragon Slayer” “The Face of Helene Bournouw”
“Bleeding Stones” “At the Mouse Circus” “The Place with No Name” “Paingod” “Ernest and the
Machine God” “Rock God” “Adrift Just Off the Islets of Langerhans: Latitude 38° 54" N, Longitude
77° 00' 13 W” “The Deathbird”

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Memos from Purgatory Harlan Ellison,
2014-04-01 From the Hugo and Nebula Award-winning author of Strange Wine: A gritty memoir of
life in NYC that became the basis for a Hitchcock TV drama. Hemingway said, “A man should never
write what he doesn’t know.” In the mid-fifties, Harlan Ellison—kicked out of college and hungry to
write—went to New York to start his career. It was a time of street gangs, rumbles, kids with
switchblades, and zip guns made from car radio antennas. Ellison was barely out of his teens
himself, but he took a phony name, moved into Brooklyn’s dangerous Red Hook section, and
managed to con his way into a “bopping club.” What he experienced (and the time he spent in jail as
a result) was the basis for the violent story that Alfred Hitchcock filmed as the first of his hour-long
TV dramas. This autobiography is a book whose message you will not be able to ignore or forget.

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: From the Land of Fear Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-01
Eleven side trips to the dark edge of imagination by master storyteller Harlan Ellison, From the Land
of Fear presents some of the author’s early work from his start in the late fifties. Here you can see a
vibrant, imaginative young writer honing his craft and sowing the seeds of what would become his
brilliant career, including the standout piece “Soldier,” a clever antiwar tale included both in
short-story form and as a screenplay for TV’s The Outer Limits. True Ellison fans will enjoy this
collection as a chance to see the writer’s growth over time. As Roger Zelanzy says in his wonderful
Introduction, “He is what he is because of everything he’s been up until the Now.”

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: 100 Most Popular Science Fiction Authors Maura
Heaphy, 2010 Contains biographical and bibliographical information on one hundred popular
science fiction writers active from the classical era into the twenty-first century, each including a list
of interviews and essays.

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Over the Edge Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-01 An
essential collection of short stories and essays from the multi-award-winning author of Deathbird
Stories. “Arguably the best and most prolific author of novellas and novelettes that Anglophone
letters has produced.” —Norman Spinrad, author of Bug Jack Barron, from his Foreword Despite the
awards and accolades that categorize Harlan Ellison as a science fiction writer, his canon of work
spans a diverse range of categories across fiction and nonfiction. He is, first and foremost, a writer
of the human condition, whether he’s richly imagining characters’ experiences and adventures or
commenting on the foibles and follies of those he had the misfortune to meet and observe. Over the
Edge brings together ten of Ellison’s stories and three of his essays. From a sheriff’s ignoble end in
an Old West town to a conspiracy on the steel beams of a construction site and an astronaut’s lonely
existence and descent into madness, Ellison’s fiction resides in a genre of his own creation.
Meanwhile, his commentary about topics such as writing for Star Trek and interactions with fans
captures real human behavior more bizarre and horrifying than anything his imagination can
conjure. Includes: “Pennies, Off a Dead Man'’s Eyes,” “The End of the Time of Leinard,” “3,” “Faces
of Fear: An Essay,” “Blind Lightning,” “Walk the High Steel,” “Shadow Play,” “The Words in Spock’s



Mouth: An Essay,” “From a Great Height,” “Night Vigil,” “Xenogenesis: An Essay,” “Rock God,”
“Ah-Wegh Thogha,” “Ernest and the Machine God”

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: The City on the Edge of Forever Harlan Ellison,
2014-04-01 The award-winning original teleplay that produced the most beloved episode of the
classic Star Trek series—with an introductory essay by the author. USS Enterprise Starfleet officers
Capt. James T. Kirk and Mr. Spock escort a renegade criminal to a nearby planet for capital
punishment, and they discover the remains of a city. This ancient civilization is inhabited by the alien
Guardians of Forever, who are tasked with protecting a time machine. When the criminal escapes
through the portal into the past, he alters Earth’s timeline, damaging humanity’s future role among
the stars. Pursuing their prisoner, Kirk and Spock are transported to 1930s Depression-era New
York City—where they meet pacifist Edith Koestler, a woman whose fate is entwined with the
aftermath of the most devastating war in human history. A woman whom Kirk has grown to
love—and has to sacrifice to restore order to the universe. In its original form, The City on the Edge
of Forever won the Writers Guild of America Award for best teleplay. As aired, it won the Hugo
Award. But as Harlan Ellison recounts in his expanded introductory essay, “Perils of the ‘City,”” the
televised episode was a rewrite of his creative vision perpetrated by Star Trek creator Gene
Roddenberry and the show’s producers. In his trademark visceral, no-holds-barred style, the
legendary author broke a thirty-year silence to set the record straight about the mythologized
controversy surrounding the celebrated episode, revealing what occurred behind-the-scenes during
the production. Presented here as Ellison originally intended it to be filmed, this published teleplay
of The City on the Edge of Forever remains a masterpiece of speculative fiction, and a prime
example of his uncanny ability to present humanity with all its virtues and faults.

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Strange Wine Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-01 From
“one of the great . . . American short story writers,” comes a collection of dark fantastical fiction
(The Washington Post). In the Locus Award-winning “Croatoan,” a man descends into the sewers of
New York City to confront the detritus of his irresponsibility. An “Emissary from Hamelin” presents
humanity with an ultimatum, or everyone on Earth will have a dear price to pay the piper. And in the
title story—famously written by the author in the storefront window of a Santa Monica
bookshop—Willis Kaw is convinced that he is an alien trapped inside an Earthman’s body, only to
discover his suffering serves a purpose. Strange Wine includes these three stories and a dozen more
unique visions from the writer the Washington Post hails as a “lyric poet, satirist, explorer of odd
psychological corners, and purveyor of pure horror and black comedy.” Includes: “Croatoan,”
“Working With the Little People,” “Killing Bernstein,” “Mom,” “In Fear of K,” “Hitler Painted Roses,”
“The Wine Has Been Left Open Too Long and the Memory Has Gone Flat,” “From A to Z, in the
Chocolate Alphabet,” “Lonely Women Are the Vessels of Time,” “Emissary from Hamelin,” “The New
York Review of Bird Seeing,” “The Boulevard of Broken Dreams,” “Strange Wine,” “The Diagnosis of
Dr. D’arqueAngel”

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: The Other Glass Teat Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-01
The late, multi-award-winning author of The Glass Teat continues his critical assault on television in
this second collection of classic criticism. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, there were only three
major television networks broadcasting original programs and news. And there was only one Harlan
Ellison taking them all to task in a series of weekly essays he wrote for the countercultural,
underground newspaper, the Los Angeles Free Press, a.k.a. “The Freep.” For nearly four years, he
channel surfed through the mire of ABC, CBS, and NBC, finding little of value but much to critique.
No one offered a more astute analysis of the idiot box’s influence on American culture, or its effects
on the intelligence and psyche of viewers. The Other Glass Teat: Further Essays of Opinion on the
Subject of Television collects Ellison’s final fifty columns, presenting his thoughts on everything
from dramas and sitcoms to game shows and roundtable discussions, unleashing his fury against
sponsors, the nightly news, and the broadcasts of President Nixon—warning readers about the
commander-in-chief’s war against the media long before the Watergate scandal broke. As television
has evolved into wireless streaming services and digital interactions on portable devices, Ellison’s
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timeless rage against the machine has become prophecy. His plea to unplug is an even more
necessary call to action in the face of the twenty-first century’s media onslaught. Also available: The
Glass Teat: Essays of Opinion on the Subject of Television

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Children of the Streets Harlan Ellison,
2014-04-01 When he is down, kick for the head and groin. Avoid cops. Play it cool. There are not
many rules in the primer for gang kids, but they all count. They are all easily understood, because
they use a simple and sound philosophy—it’s a stinking life, so get your kicks while you can. The
gang is home, take what you want, tell them nothing—and do not get caught. Two gangs of juvenile
delinquents run riot in New York City. They constantly try to outdo each other with their clothes,
weapons, language, and lack of morals. They are not just kids playing at war—they mean business.
The only person who can infiltrate the gang is someone they can trust, someone like themselves.
Someone who knows how to handle a knife and a gun . . . If all you know of Harlan Ellison is his
speculative fiction, prepare yourself for the breakneck reality of Children of the Streets.

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Approaching Oblivion Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-01
“Ellison’s stories punch where it hurts . . .and span from baroque far future speculations to near
future warnings” (Science Fiction Ruminations). Over the course of his legendary career, Harlan
Ellison has defied—and sometimes defined—modern fantasy literature, all while refusing to allow
any genre to claim him. A Grand Master of the Science Fiction Writers of America, winner of the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Horror Writers Association, as well as winner of countless
awards, including the Hugo, Nebula, Edgar, and Bram Stoker, Ellison is as unpredictable as he is
unique, irrepressible as he is infuriating. Over thirty titles in Ellison’s brilliant catalog are now
available in an elegant new package featuring Ellison himself. Genius never felt so combustible. The
New York Times called him “relentlessly honest” and then used him as the subject of its famous
Sunday Acrostic. People said there was no one like him, then cursed him for preventing easy sleep.
But in these stories, Harlan Ellison outdoes himself, rampaging like a mad thing through love (“Cold
Friend,” “Kiss of Fire,” “Paulie Charmed the Sleeping Woman”), hate (“Knox,” “Silent in Gehenna”),
sex (“Catman,” “Erotophobia”), lost childhood (“One Life, Furnished in Early Poverty”), and into
such bizarre subjects as the problems of blue-skinned, eleven-armed Yiddish aliens, what it is like to
witness the end of the world, and what happens on the day the planet Earth swallows Barbra
Streisand. Oh yeah, this one is a doozy!

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: I Have No Mouth & I Must Scream Harlan Ellison,
2014-04-29 Seven stunning stories of speculative fiction by the author of A Boy and His Dog. In a
post-apocalyptic world, four men and one woman are all that remain of the human race, brought to
near extinction by an artificial intelligence. Programmed to wage war on behalf of its creators, the Al
became self-aware and turned against humanity. The five survivors are prisoners, kept alive and
subjected to brutal torture by the hateful and sadistic machine in an endless cycle of violence. This
story and six more groundbreaking and inventive tales that probe the depths of mortal experience
prove why Grand Master of Science Fiction Harlan Ellison has earned the many accolades to his
credit and remains one of the most original voices in American literature. I Have No Mouth and I
Must Scream also includes “Big Sam Was My Friend,” “Eyes of Dust,” “World of the Myth,”
“Lonelyache,” Hugo Award finalist “Delusion for a Dragon Slayer,” and Hugo and Nebula Award
finalist “Pretty Maggie Moneyeyes.”

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Slippage Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-01 Twenty-one
works from “one of the most brilliant, innovative, and eloquent writers on earth,” including the
award-nominated novella Mefisto in Onyx (Publishers Weekly). Harlan Ellison celebrates four
decades of writing and publishes his seventieth book, this critically acclaimed, wildly imaginative,
and outrageously creative collection. The Edgar Award-nominated novella Mefisto in Onyx is the
centerpiece, surrounded by screenplays, an introduction by the author, interspersed segments of
autobiographical narrative, and such provocatively titled entries as “The Man Who Rowed Columbus
Ashore,” “Anywhere But Here, With Anybody But You,” “Crazy As a Soup Sandwich,” “Chatting With
Anubis,” “The Dragon on the Bookshelf,” (written in collaboration with Robert Silverberg), “The



Dreams a Nightmare Dreams,” “Pulling Hard Time,” and “Midnight in the Sunken Cathedral.”

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: "Repent, Harlequin!" Said the Ticktockman
Harlan Ellison, 2016-07-12 Winner of the Hugo and Nebula Awards: A science fiction classic about
an antiestablishment rebel set on overthrowing the totalitarian society of the future. One of science
fiction’s most antiestablishment authors rails against the accepted order while questioning blind
obedience to the state in this unique pairing of short story and essay. “‘Repent, Harlequin!” Said the
Ticktockman” is set in a dystopian future society in which time is regulated by a heavy bureaucratic
hand known as the Ticktockman. The rebellious Everett C. Marm flouts convention, masquerading as
the anarchic Harlequin, disrupting the precise schedule with bullhorns and jellybeans in a world
where being late is nothing short of a crime. But when his love, Pretty Alice, betrays Everett out of a
desire to return to the punctuality to which she is programmed, he is forced to face the Ticktockman
and his gauntlet of consequences. The bonus essay included in this volume, “Stealing Tomorrow,” is
a hard-to-find Harlan Ellison masterwork, an exploration of the rebellious nature of the writer’s soul.
Waxing poetic on humankind’s intellectual capabilities versus its emotional shortcomings, the author
depicts an inner self that guides his words against the established bureaucracies, assuring us that
the intent of his soul is to “come lumbering into town on a pink-and-yellow elephant, fast as Pegasus,
and throw down on the established order.” Winner of the Prometheus Hall of Fame Award, “‘Repent,
Harlequin!” Said the Ticktockman” has become one of the most reprinted short stories in the English
language. Fans of George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four and Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World will
delight in this antiestablishment vision of a Big Brother society and the rebel determined to take it
down. The perfect complement, “Stealing Tomorrow” is a hidden gem that reinforces Ellison’s belief
in humankind’s inner nobility and the necessity to buck totalitarian forces that hamper our steady
evolution.

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Again, Dangerous Visions Harlan Ellison,
2014-04-01 A Hugo Award-winning anthology with stories by Ursula K. Le Guin, Kurt Vonnegut,
Dean Koontz, Thomas Disch, Ben Bova, and many more. Over the course of his legendary career,
Harlan Ellison has defied—and sometimes defined—modern fantasy literature, all while refusing to
allow any genre to claim him. A Grand Master of the Science Fiction Writers of America, winner of
the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Horror Writers Association as well as winner of countless
awards, including the Hugo, Nebula, Edgar Allan Poe, and Bram Stoker, Ellison is as unpredictable
as he is unique, irrepressible as he is infuriating. Again, Dangerous Visions is the classic companion
to the most essential science fiction anthology ever published, and includes forty-six original stories
edited and with introductions by Harlan Ellison, featuring John Heidenry, Ross Rocklynne, Ursula K.
Le Guin, Andrew J. Offutt, Gene Wolfe, Ray Nelson, Ray Bradbury, Chad Oliver, Edward Bryant, Kate
Wilhelm, James B. Hemesath, Joanna Russ, Kurt Vonnegut, T. L. Sherred, K. M. O’'Donnell (Barry N.
Malzberg), H. H. Hollis, Bernard Wolfe, David Gerrold, Piers Anthony, Lee Hoffman, Gahan Wilson,
Joan Bernott, Gregory Benford, Evelyn Lief, James Sallis, Josephine Saxton, Ken McCullough, David
Kerr, Burt K. Filer, Richard Hill, Leonard Tushnet, Ben Bova, Dean Koontz, James Blish and Judith
Ann Lawrence, A. Parra (y Figueredo), Thomas M. Disch, Richard A. Lupoff, M. John Harrison, Robin
Scott, Andrew Weiner, Terry Carr, and James Tiptree Jr.

troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Paingod Harlan Ellison, 2014-04-01 Eight timeless
tales from the master of speculative fiction, featuring the Nebula and Hugo Award-winning story
“'Repent, Harlequin!” Said the Ticktockman.” Robert Heinlein says, “This book is raw corn
liquor—you should serve a whiskbroom with each shot so the customer can brush the sawdust off
after he gets up from the floor.” Perhaps a mooring cable might also be added as necessary
equipment for reading these eight wonderful stories. They not only knock you down . . . they raise
you to the stars. Passion is the keynote as you encounter the Harlequin and his nemesis, the dreaded
Tictockman, in one of the most reprinted and widely taught stories in the English language; a pyretic
who creates fire merely by willing it; the last surgeon in a world of robot physicians; a spaceship
filled with hideous mutants rejected by the world that gave them birth. Touching, gentle, and
shocking stories from an incomparable master of impossible dreams and troubling truths.



troublemakers stories by harlan ellison: Sleepless Nights in the Procrustean Bed Harlan
Ellison, 2014-04-01 A collection of twenty thought-provoking essays from “one of the most brilliant,
innovative, and eloquent writers on earth” (Publishers Weekly). Harlan Ellison—master essayist,
gadfly, literary myth figure, and viewer of dark portent—has been, for the greater part of his life, a
burr under the saddle of complacency. In this collection, his former assistant and confidante, Marty
Clark, has culled from hundreds of rare and un-reprinted works to select twenty wide-ranging
essays—nonfiction writings ranging from travelogue to media criticism, literary exploration to
personal musing—that demonstrate why the monstre sacre of imaginative literature won the
prestigious Silver Pen award from PEN International for his journalistic forays.
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