dog training class ideas

Dog Training Class Ideas: Engaging Ways to Teach Your Canine New Skills

dog training class ideas are a fantastic way to strengthen the bond between you and your furry
friend while teaching essential skills that make everyday life more enjoyable. Whether you're a first-
time dog owner or a seasoned pro looking to refresh your pup’s education, there’s a wide range of
creative and effective training classes that can fit any dog’s personality and learning style. From basic
obedience to fun agility courses, exploring different approaches not only keeps your dog mentally
stimulated but also helps build confidence and social skills.

Why Attend a Dog Training Class?

Training classes are more than just teaching commands; they provide a structured environment
where dogs can learn socialization, discipline, and mental focus. Many owners find that attending
classes helps address behavioral issues before they become habits. Moreover, classes often offer
expert guidance, which can be invaluable for troubleshooting specific problems like leash pulling,
excessive barking, or fearfulness.

Participating in group classes also gives dogs the opportunity to interact with other dogs and people,

which is crucial for their development and comfort in various situations. This exposure reduces
anxiety and improves overall behavior in public spaces.

Creative Dog Training Class Ideas to Try

If you're looking to mix things up and keep your training sessions fun and effective, consider these
innovative dog training class ideas that go beyond the basics.

1. Puppy Socialization & Basic Obedience Classes

Starting with puppy classes is a great foundation for your dog’s education. These sessions typically
focus on socializing puppies with other dogs and people, introducing them to basic commands like sit,
stay, and come, and teaching good manners. Early socialization helps reduce fear and aggression,
setting your pup up for success in the future.
Key benefits include:

 Building positive associations with different environments

e Developing bite inhibition and gentle play

e Establishing a routine for learning and listening



2. Advanced Obedience Training

Once your dog masters the basics, advanced obedience classes can introduce more challenging
commands and off-leash training. These classes often focus on precision, duration, and distractions,
helping your dog maintain focus in busy or exciting environments.
Topics covered in advanced classes might include:

e Heel work and loose leash walking

¢ Distance commands (sit or down from afar)

e Extended stays and recalls in distracting areas

3. Agility and Canine Sports Classes

Agility training is a fantastic way to combine physical exercise with mental stimulation. Dogs learn to
navigate obstacle courses that include tunnels, jumps, weave poles, and ramps. This type of class is
perfect for high-energy dogs who love a challenge and want to build confidence and coordination.
Benefits of agility classes:

e Improves your dog’s balance and coordination

e Enhances focus and responsiveness

e Provides a fun outlet to burn off excess energy

4. Trick Training Classes

Teaching tricks is not just entertaining but also strengthens your dog’s cognitive skills. These classes
focus on fun commands like roll over, play dead, spin, and even complex behaviors like fetching
specific items. Trick training encourages problem-solving and creativity, making it an enriching
experience for both dogs and owners.
Some popular tricks to teach include:

e Shake hands or paw

e Speak or whisper

e Spin in circles



e Bow

5. Behavior Modification Classes

For dogs with specific behavioral challenges such as fear, aggression, or separation anxiety, behavior
modification classes offer targeted strategies to improve emotional well-being. These classes often
use positive reinforcement and desensitization techniques to help dogs overcome fears or reduce
reactive behaviors.
Important aspects include:

e |dentifying triggers and developing coping mechanisms

e Building trust between dog and owner

¢ Using reward-based training to encourage calm responses

Tips for Choosing the Right Dog Training Class

Finding the best class for your dog depends on several factors, including your dog’s age, breed,
temperament, and your training goals. Here are some tips to help you select the perfect option:

Consider Your Dog’s Personality

Some dogs thrive in group settings, while others may be overwhelmed. If your dog is shy or reactive,
look for smaller classes or private sessions that focus on gradual socialization and individualized
attention.

Check Instructor Credentials

Make sure the trainer uses positive reinforcement methods rather than punishment-based techniques.
Trainers certified through reputable organizations or with experience in behaviorism tend to provide
more effective and humane training.

Location and Schedule

Choose a class that fits your schedule and is held in a comfortable environment. Convenient timing
and a positive atmosphere make it easier to stay consistent, which is key for successful training.



Incorporating Technology into Dog Training Classes

Modern dog training classes often include technology to enhance learning. Some trainers use apps
that help track progress, provide video tutorials, or even allow virtual attendance. This flexibility can
be a game-changer, especially for busy pet parents.

For example, remote training sessions can be effective for:
e Reinforcing commands between classes
¢ Providing personalized feedback

e Accessing expert advice without leaving home

Making Training Fun for You and Your Dog

At the heart of any successful dog training class is enjoyment. The more fun you and your dog have,
the more motivated you'll both be to keep practicing. Celebrate small victories with treats, praise, and
playtime. Remember, patience and consistency go hand-in-hand with positive reinforcement.

Don’t hesitate to experiment with different class formats and activities until you find what resonates
best with your dog’s learning style. Whether it's a lively group session or a calm one-on-one
workshop, the ultimate goal is a happy, well-behaved companion.

Exploring dog training class ideas opens up a world of opportunities to enrich your dog’s life while
building a deeper connection. With so many options available, there’s never been a better time to
start—or expand—your dog’s education journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some creative dog training class ideas for
beginners?

Creative dog training class ideas for beginners include basic obedience training, interactive games
that teach commands, socialization sessions with other dogs, and using positive reinforcement
techniques such as clicker training.

How can | make dog training classes more engaging for both
dogs and owners?

To make dog training classes more engaging, incorporate fun activities like obstacle courses, scent
games, and trick training. Also, encourage owner participation through interactive demonstrations
and reward-based challenges.



What are effective dog training class ideas to address
common behavioral issues?

Effective dog training classes for behavioral issues often focus on impulse control exercises, leash
training, desensitization to triggers, and teaching alternative behaviors using positive reinforcement
and consistency.

Can themed dog training classes improve learning outcomes?

Yes, themed dog training classes such as agility training, therapy dog preparation, or service dog
skills can improve learning outcomes by providing clear goals, increasing motivation, and tailoring
training to specific interests or needs.

How can technology be integrated into dog training classes?

Technology can be integrated into dog training classes through the use of training apps, video
tutorials, virtual classes, wearable devices that track activity and behavior, and interactive tools like
treat dispensers controlled via smartphone.

Additional Resources

Dog Training Class Ideas: Exploring Effective Approaches for Canine Education

dog training class ideas have become an essential resource for dog owners and professional
trainers alike, aiming to improve canine behavior, strengthen the human-animal bond, and ensure
safety and socialization. With an increasing number of pet owners seeking structured training
solutions, understanding the variety of class formats, methodologies, and focus areas is critical for
selecting or designing an effective curriculum. This article offers a comprehensive examination of
innovative and traditional dog training class ideas, evaluating their features, benefits, and practical
applications in diverse settings.

Understanding the Landscape of Dog Training Classes

Dog training classes encompass a broad spectrum of instructional formats tailored to address
behavioral issues, obedience, agility, therapy, and specialty skills. These classes vary widely based on
the training philosophy employed—such as positive reinforcement, balanced training, or aversive
methods—and the specific goals of the program. The rise in awareness about humane and science-
backed training techniques has shifted the industry towards more reward-based approaches, which
are shown to foster better learning outcomes and stronger owner-dog relationships.

In the context of dog training class ideas, it is essential to consider the target audience, class
structure, and desired results. For instance, puppy socialization classes focus on early exposure to
stimuli and basic commands, while advanced obedience courses emphasize precision and off-leash
control. Additionally, specialty classes, such as service dog training or scent detection, require
customized curricula that address unique skill sets.



Popular Dog Training Class Ideas and Their Features

Several dog training class ideas have gained prominence due to their effectiveness and adaptability
to different dogs and owners:

e Puppy Socialization and Basic Obedience: These classes are designed to introduce puppies
to other dogs, people, and various environments. They typically include foundational commands
like sit, stay, and come, alongside social skills development. Early socialization is critical to
prevent behavioral problems later in life.

» Positive Reinforcement Training: Emphasizing rewards such as treats, praise, or play, this
approach encourages desired behaviors through motivation rather than punishment. Classes
based on this method often see higher engagement levels and reduced stress for both dogs and
owners.

e Agility and Physical Conditioning: These classes integrate physical exercise with mental
challenges, helping dogs improve coordination, confidence, and obedience under dynamic
conditions. Agility courses often include tunnels, jumps, and weave poles, offering both physical
and cognitive stimulation.

* Behavior Modification Programs: Tailored for dogs exhibiting problematic behaviors like
aggression, excessive barking, or separation anxiety, these classes combine training techniques
with behavioral assessments. Trainers often collaborate with veterinarians or behaviorists to
address underlying causes.

» Service and Therapy Dog Training: Specialized classes focus on preparing dogs to assist
individuals with disabilities or provide emotional support. They require rigorous training
protocols, patience, and consistency, often extending over several months.

Comparing Training Modalities Within Dog Training
Classes

An analytical look at dog training class ideas reveals distinct differences in methodology, accessibility,
and outcomes. For example, group classes offer socialization benefits and cost-effectiveness but may
lack individualized attention compared to private sessions. Conversely, one-on-one training allows
customization but can be more expensive and less accessible.

Moreover, traditional obedience classes often rely on a mix of positive and corrective techniques,
while modern classes increasingly prioritize force-free, science-based methods. According to a 2021
study published in the Journal of Veterinary Behavior, dogs trained using positive reinforcement
showed improved learning retention and fewer stress indicators compared to those trained with
aversive methods.

Online dog training classes have also emerged as a popular alternative, providing flexibility and
convenience. However, the lack of in-person supervision can limit immediate feedback and correction,



which are crucial for effective learning, especially in cases involving behavioral problems.

Integrating Technology and Innovative Tools

Modern dog training class ideas are progressively incorporating technology to enhance learning
experiences. For instance, mobile apps enable owners to track progress, access instructional videos,
and schedule reminders. Wearable devices can monitor a dog’s activity levels and stress cues,
providing data that trainers can use to tailor sessions.

Virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) platforms, though still in nascent stages, show promise
in simulating real-world distractions for training without exposing dogs to actual risks. Additionally,
interactive toys and automated treat dispensers support continuous reinforcement outside training
sessions, reinforcing positive behaviors.

Designing a Dog Training Class: Key Considerations

When creating or selecting dog training class ideas, several factors need to be meticulously evaluated
to maximize effectiveness:

1. Trainer Qualifications: Credentials, experience, and training philosophy significantly impact
the quality of instruction. Certified trainers adhering to ethical standards and positive
reinforcement techniques tend to deliver superior outcomes.

2. Class Size and Environment: Smaller groups allow for personalized attention and better
control. The training environment should be safe, distraction-managed, and conducive to
learning.

3. Curriculum Structure: A balanced mix of theory, practical exercises, and homework
assignments ensures comprehensive skill development. Progress assessments help adjust the

pace and difficulty.

4. Owner Involvement: Classes that actively engage owners in the training process promote
consistency and reinforce learning beyond the classroom.

5. Adaptability to Dog’s Needs: Tailoring sessions to accommodate breed-specific traits, age,
temperament, and behavioral challenges enhances the relevance and success rate.

Examples of Innovative Dog Training Class Ideas

To illustrate the diversity of dog training class ideas, consider the following innovative formats gaining
traction:



e Canine Mindfulness and Relaxation Classes: These sessions teach relaxation techniques
and calm behaviors, beneficial for anxious or hyperactive dogs. Incorporating massage,
controlled breathing, and quiet time exercises helps reduce stress.

e Urban Socialization Workshops: Focused on acclimating dogs to city noises, crowds, and
public transportation, these classes prepare pets for urban living challenges.

e Trick Training and Enrichment Programs: Beyond obedience, trick classes stimulate mental
agility and strengthen owner-dog bonds through creative commands like rolling over, playing
dead, or fetching specific items.

e Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Preparation: Structured to prepare dogs for the American
Kennel Club’s CGC test, these classes emphasize manners, obedience, and community
interaction.

The variety in dog training class ideas reflects the evolving understanding of canine psychology and
the diverse needs of modern dog owners. As the pet industry continues to grow, trainers and
organizations are encouraged to innovate and adapt their offerings, ensuring accessibility,
effectiveness, and welfare-oriented practices remain at the forefront.

Through a judicious blend of traditional knowledge and contemporary techniques, dog training classes
can transform not only dog behavior but also the quality of life for owners and their companions. The
challenge lies in selecting or designing programs that are evidence-based, humane, and tailored to
individual circumstances—an endeavor that continues to inspire creativity and professionalism within
the field.
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dog training class ideas: Teaching People Teaching Dogs Dani Weinberg, 2020-07-31 The
dog-training instructor's first job: teaching people! Our human students require much more
attention and understanding than do their canines. If we don't inspire their interest and cooperation,
they will not be successful in training their dogs. Dani Weinberg’s experience offers insights,
information, and ideas that will help all levels of instructors both develop and maintain dog training
enthusiasm and work more effectively with the human students. This two-part book looks at both the
student and the instructor.

dog training class ideas: How to Start a Home-based Dog Training Business Peggy O.
Swager, 2012-11-06 The demand for skilled dog trainers has never been greater. To succeed in one
of this field, you'll need more than dog expertise you'll need business savvy as well. Written for the
non-business person, this book provides the information you need to start, operate, and prosper in
your chosen field of dog training. Beginning with an overview of the different areas to create a dog
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training business, the book provides what it takes to break into and succeed in the top dog training
fields. Readers learn what associations they need to become a part of as well as how to build
counsel, structure, and support. Marketing information helps people expand and grow their
business. Tips from a variety of established dog trainers gives this book an edge above the
competition.

dog training class ideas: The Dog Trainer's Resource 2 Mychelle Blake, 2008-07 When the
first volume of The Dog Trainer's Resource was published in 2007, it became a resounding success
among professional dog trainers and behaviorists. It also introduced a new generation of dog
trainers to the profession and started them on the road to success with information from experts in
the field. This new volume, The Dog Trainer's Resource 2, contains more cutting edge information
collected from dog training's most influential magazine, The APDT Chronicle of the Dog, published
by the Association of Pet Dog Trainers. Subjects covered in this book range from puppy training and
socialization to working with veterinarians and how to run the business end of the leash. A special
emphasis in this volume is on behavior problems including how to diagnose problem behaviors,
training, and management strategies. It includes detailed case studies that give the reader insights
from experts. Both new and seasoned dog trainers will benefit from the 73 articles written by 43
authors.

dog training class ideas: Gamify Your Dog Training Terry Ryan, 2016-12 It's More Than Just
Fun and Games! Teaching a dog training class is not easy. Not only do you need to be a skilled
trainer, you need to keep a group of dogs and people focused and motivated. The use of training
games to teach new behaviors and improve others is one way to make your classes more successful.
Author Terry Ryan is recognized by dog trainers worldwide as the expert in using training games to
help improve performance of both canine and human students. The 70 plus games in this new book
will get your creativity flowing and allow you to Gamify your training classes.

dog training class ideas: Standards-Based Comprehension Strategies and Skills Guide
Christine Dugan, 2006-06-16 This series ensures that students learn necessary reading skills by
offering a variety of texts combined with targeted lessons to practice and reinforce comprehension
and fluency. The fiction and nonfiction passages prepare students for the type of reading found on
most standardized tests.

dog training class ideas: The Dog Trainer's Resource 3 Adrienne Hovey, 2013-12-10 The Dog
Trainer’s Resource 3 contains the best APDT Chronicle of the Dog articles from the past few years,
placing a special emphasis on developing skills in areas where many dog trainers may lack
experience, like specialized training protocols and improving business practices for profitability and
longevity.

dog training class ideas: The Dog Trainer's Guide to Parenting Harold R. Hansen, 2000
Starting out with why so many of the things parents try with children don't work, a professional dog
trainer offers strategies straight from the kennel that make perfect sense in the family room.

dog training class ideas: Awesome Puppy: Activities & Training to Make Your Puppy an
Awesome Dog Ray Lincoln, Emma Lincoln, 2011-09 Two canine psychology specialists who love
pampering dogs share their secrets for developing the canine mind while having fun.

dog training class ideas: Agility Training Jane Simmons-Moake, 1992-02-01 Whether your dog
is young or old, large or small, pedigreed or mixed breed, Agility is a sport you and your dog can
enjoy together. Agility Training makes clear all aspects of this, the world's fastest growing and most
versatile dog sport. Whatever your interest, whether purely casual or highly competitive, you will
find the instructional methods and helpful hints meaningful for your goals. Agility Training tells
readers how to get started in the sport, work on their own, attend classes, earn titles and organize a
competition or practice event. Chapters describe training for all levels of Agility, from beginners
through an advanced curriculum. A special feature provides detailed construction plans as well as a
list of materials for all obstacles.

dog training class ideas: The Ultimate Group Activity Guide for Dog Trainers D a Wilson,
2024-02-14 Have You Been Struggling to Find Quality Group Activities for Your Dog Training Group



Classes? Look No Further! This book covers 40+ group activities that dog trainers can use for your
next group class. These activities are organized by command so if your clients are struggling with a
specific command you can find an activity to help them work on it. The sections include: Recall:
Working with the clients to improve their dog's ability to come regardless of what is happening
around them. Place: This section has activities to help dogs identify, go to, and hold the place
command. Sit: A basic command that can prove to be more difficult than people think. Heel: These
activities help build more precision in the heel position. Down: This section helps clients work their
dogs in this calming position at a distance and with distractions. Neutrality/ Socialization: Neutrality
and socialization go hand in hand to help dogs become more and more comfortable with the world
around them. All-in-one Activities: These activities are the whole ball of wax and more to keep group
class fun and not too focused on one particular command. This book provides you with creative ideas
for each command that can be used for your aggressive dogs, obedience clients, and service clients.
They are also customizable to fit various different-sized classes as well. If you are ready to help your
trainers and clients improve their group experience scroll up and click the Buy Button! I will see you
there!

dog training class ideas: Raving Of A Long Haired Dog Trainer...Volume 1 Mike Deathe,
2016-05-24 The articles or ravings in this book give the reader a glimpse inside just what I think
about dog training. They are small snippets and articles on the way to understand how to speak Dog
As A Second Language vs. the tired and old ideas of the dog listening and doing what I want because
[ am the human . . . I hope to inspire you with these articles and whet your appetite to learn even
more about a science based, positive reinforcement way of Keeping it Simple Stupid, and if nothing
else to at least having fun while training your dog . . .

dog training class ideas: People Training for Good Dogs Melissa Berryman, 2013-03-06
Imagine your reaction if your childs friend grabs the remote control of the TV you are watching and
changes the channeland then later, does it again. We instantly recognize this behavior as wrong and
correct it. When humans break dog rules and they correct us, we ignore our insubordinate actions
and default to blaming the dog. Former animal officer Melissa Berryman has witnessed how
devastating the effects societys entrenched beliefs regarding dog behavior and temperament can
bethat good behavior can be purchased, that an owners handling ability doesnt matter, that human
behavior and the situations in which the dog is placed are insignificant. Berryman shows how
analyzing situations and contexts can stop the cycle of preventable incidents. Written with humor
and compassion, People Training for Good Dogs offers insight into the impact that human behavior
and understanding have on our relationships with dogs. By working with core canine social and
behavioral drives, Berryman provides owners with sound techniques that focus on safety and can
help protect their liability in todays world. This is the new Bible for all dog owners. It will truly help
you have the best relationship with yours and all dogs! Katie Riopel, dog trainer and host of Katie K9

dog training class ideas: Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Wlodarczyk, 2018-08-27 In
Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Wtodarczyk provides a long overdue look at the history of
companion dog training methods in North America since the mid-nineteenth century, when the
market of popular training handbooks emerged. Wtodarczyk argues that changes in the functions
and goals of dog training are entangled in bigger cultural discourses; with a particular focus on how
animal training has served as a field for playing out anxieties related to race, class and gender in
North America. By applying a Foucauldian genealogical perspective, the book shows how changes in
training methods correlate with shifts in dominant regimes of power. It traces the rise and fall of
obedience as a category for conceptualizing relationships with dogs.

dog training class ideas: Next Generation Level 2 Teacher's Resource Book with Class Audio
CDs (3) Debbie Owen, Vicki Anderson, 2012-07-18 Next Generation is a two-level course for
Bachillerato, combining complete preparation for the Pruebas de Accesso a la Universidad (PAU)
exams with material that helps learners improve their English language skills for life. Teacher's
Resource Book 2 combines comprehensive teaching notes for the six units of the Student's Book with
photocopiable worksheets providing extra practice of vocabulary, grammar, writing and phrasal



verbs, as well as tests, mock PAU exams and answer keys to the Workbook and all photocopiable
activities. It also comes with the Class Audio CDs.

dog training class ideas: Forever Home Mike Deathe, 2016-05-24 Writing this book has been a
challenge and a pleasure all at the same time. As I read and edit it (for what seems the 150th time), I
realize it is way more than a book on how to be a great shelter volunteer. It is really a book about
dogs, dog training and the ability to relate to your dog without malice, over the top control or even
dominance. I am very proud of the ideas here, and really hope that all the people that read this book
rush out to their local shelter, sign up as a volunteer and make a difference. I also realize this book
has the potential to help people inside their own home with their own dogs, leading to a happier
home for everyone involved. Even at the time of writing this last chapter, I have no idea what the
title of the book will be. It was originally to be titled So You Want to Be a Shelter Volunteer, but in
looking at the final product I think it covers way more than that. <br><br> I can only hope that you,
the reader, agree. I ask you to take this information, share it, find someone to help or maybe even
decide to go out and join the group of us that are lucky enough to work with dogs and their owners
for a living. (Dog Trainer is really not accurate, since we are first and foremost people trainers!)
Every author thinks, or at least hopes, that everything they write will be thought of as a
masterpiece! I hold no such hopes. I know there are as many different ways to train a dog as there
are types of dogs in the world. Rather, I hope you found a nugget or two in this book that you cannot
wait to try. Thank you for supporting Keep it Simple Stupid (KISS) Dog Training and go out and
make a difference with your own dog or others' dogs. In the end, it is all about saving more dogs and
finding them their forever homes. I hope you find few ideas to try along the way. <b>Mike
Deathe</b> CPDT-KA

dog training class ideas: The APBC Book of Companion Animal Behaviour David Appleby,
2016-04-01 The Association of Pet Behaviour Counsellors has been established for over twenty years
and their experience and understanding of this new, and developing, science of ethology is the basis
of the book. Experienced animal behaviour counsellors provide the most up-to-date account of the
science of animal psychology for all pet owners, while providing a practical approach for all
veterinarians who treat small animals. Dogs, cats and rabbits are the animals most commonly
treated for behavioural problems and the book focuses on the problems that affect these companion
animals. Exploring the psychology of a pet's relationship with its owner, and with each other, leading
writers from Sarah Heath and Anne McBride to Inga MacKellar identify the problems all vets will be
asked about and provide practical solutions to them. Bringing together a variety of expert opinions
and the most up-to-date research The APBC Book of Companion Animal Behaviour will help resolve a
cat's anti-social behaviour and explain why a dog acts like its wild wolf ancestors. Groundbreaking
essays on problem behaviour look at how learning and emotions governs animal behaviour while
outlining the best way to understand: The foundations of canine behaviour How pets and children
interact Behaviour problems in domestic rabbits Rage Syndrome in dogs Problems specific to ageing
pets. This guide compiles the insights and experience of authors at the forefront of this expanding
science to provide expert and professional perspectives that will enhance the relationship between a
pet and its owner. Pet behavior, whether dogs, cats or rabbits, is affected by their ethology (the
science of animal behavior) while it is also important to understand how learning and emotional
response can govern their actions. Animal experts propose solutions to problem behavior in
ground-breaking essays, as well as providing guidance on the relationship between pets and children
(including the arrival of a new baby), rage syndrome in dogs, how to rehabilitate rescue dogs and
cats, plus advice on legal and welfare issues. The Association of Pet Behaviour Counsellors has been
established for almost thirty years to study why pets act as they do. The APBC's experience and
understanding of this new, and developing, science of ethology is the basis for this book.
Experienced animal behaviour counsellors provide the most up-to-date account of the science of
animal psychology in the relationship between a pet and its owner, while providing a practical
approach for veterinarians who treat small animals. Dogs, cats and rabbits are the animals most
commonly treated for behavioural problems and the book focuses on the problems that affect these




companion animals. Exploring the psychology of a pet's relationship with its owner, and with each
other, leading writers from Julie Bedford and Anne McBride to Inga MacKellar identify the problems
all vets will be asked about and provide practical solutions to them. Groundbreaking essays on
problem behaviour look at how learning and emotional response governs animal behaviour while
outlining the best way to understand: The foundations of canine behaviour, How pets and children
interact, How to rehabilitate rescue dogs and cats, Rage Syndrome in dogs Bringing together a
variety of expert opinions and the most up-to-date research The APBC Book of Companion Animal
Behaviour will help resolve a cat's anti-social behaviour and explain why a dog acts like its wild wolf
ancestors.

dog training class ideas: The Dog Rules Kyra Sundance, 2009-03-10 In this groundbreaking
guide, elite dog trainer Kyra Sundance reveals the path to helping your dog be a reliable partner and
true member of your family. Kyra -- a world-acclaimed Stunt Dog Team performer, nationally ranked
dog sports competitor, and movie dog trainer -- holds the human-dog bond at the heart of her
training method. She cares for her dogs with tenderness, trains them thoroughly, and inspires them
to excel. If you're battling the same problems with your dog over and over, then the training method
you're using isn't working. Instead of more training, what's needed is better training. Kyra's
whole-dog approach looks beyond sterile training methods that manipulate through reward and
punishment and instead advocates humane behavior modification techniques to establish
expectations without compromising love. Her principles -- such as One Command, One Consequence,
Focus on the Solution, Not the Problem and Praise, Touch, Treat -- in That Order -- empower readers
with a clear strategy and the tools to enact real change. Kyra's method does not suppress natural
behaviors and teach subservience. Instead, it fosters confident, happy dogs who are motivated to do
the right thing rather than fearful of making a mistake. The Dog Rules shows us us how to develop
joyful relationships with dogs who balance enthusiasm and self-control.

dog training class ideas: Akc Star Puppy Mary Burch, Ph D Mary Burch, 2012-08 Give your
new puppy a great start in life by following the easy-to-apply information in this book from the
moment you bring her home. And, while you're at it, get an AKC title for your pup whether mixed
breed or purebred.

dog training class ideas: The Thinking Dog Gail Tamases Fisher, 2009 It is such a joy to work
with a dog who proactively engages in behaviors while you build a relationship that will surprise you
in its depth and versatility. Clicker training has proven to be the most effective means of developing
a Thinking Dog, one who offers behaviors in anticipation of a reward rather than a dog who has been
trained only to wait for his owner's commands. One of the biggest obstacles the new clicker trainer
faces, however, is his or her own history of training and habits of working with a dog. But you can
make the transition once you understand how dogs learn and the mechanisms of operant
conditioning. Learn from author Gail Fisher's crossover experiences as well as those of the hundreds
of students she has helped make the change over the past thirteen years. You will learn:How dog
training has evolved over the past 100 years, the strengths and weaknesses of various training
styles, and to what extent you can intergrate your previous methods with clicker training. The
particular challenges you will face as you crossover from whatever style of training you have used in
the past (compulsion, luring, etc.) to clicker training. The detailed nuts and bolts of clicker
training04from getting a behavior started, to methods of rewarding, to reducing the need to click
and treat over time while still getting the results you want. How to work with dogs trained with force
or harsh methods and change them into behavior-offering dynamos. What reviewers are saying ...
MIDWEST BOOK REVIEWWritten by Gail Tamases Fisher, a professional dog trainer of over thirty
years' experience, The Thinking Dog: Crossover to Clicker Training is a guide to using clicker
training to develop a thinking dog who offers behaviors in anticipation of a reward, rather than a
passive dog trained simply to wait for its owner's commands. Someone new to clicker training may
find it difficult to break out of familiar routines; The Thinking Dog: Crossover to Clicker Training
teaches one how to surpass one's own ingrained habits while learning the nuts and bolts of operant
conditioning. By definition, LLW [loose-leash walking] means there is no tension in the leash. This




rule is absolute: Your dog may not pull and be successful. Any time your dog pulls and gets to move
forward, pulling is reinforced. So from the moment you start training LLW, any time your dog is on
leash, you are either in training, or using equipment that prevents pulling, such as a
front-connection harness or head halter. Do not use a Flexi- or bungi-lead as they reward pulling. An
excellent, easy-to-use manual for amateur and professional dog trainers alike, handily illustrated
with black-and-white photographs. James A. CoxDOG WORLDWhen Gail Tamases Fisher attended
her first clicker-training seminar in 1996, she was already a skilled trainer and the author of two
books. She had built a successful career on the Volhard motivational method.I was happy with how I
trained for the 20-plus years that I had used and taught this approach, believing it was by far the
best way to train for both dogs and people, Fisher writes. As her skepticism vanished, she began
incorporating clicker training into her methodology. She explains her decision in a balanced manner:
Nothing in this book is intended to denigrate any approach or diminish your success with whatever
training method you have used.

dog training class ideas: What Do You Stand For? For Teens Barbara A. Lewis, 2005-11-15
Young people need guidance from caring adults to build strong, positive character traits—but they
can also build their own. This book by the best-selling author of The Kid’s Guide to Social Action
invites children and teens to explore and practice honesty, kindness, empathy, integrity, tolerance,
patience, respect, and more. Quotations and background information set the stage. Dilemmas
challenge readers to think about, discuss, and debate positive traits. Activities invite them to explore
what they stand for at school, at home, and in their communities. True stories profile real kids who
exemplify positive traits; resources point the way toward character-building books, organizations,
programs, and Web sites.
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