Iu xun diary of a madman

**Exploring Lu Xun’s Diary of a Madman: A Groundbreaking Work in Modern Chinese
Literature**

lu xun diary of a madman stands as one of the most influential and provocative pieces in
modern Chinese literature. Written by Lu Xun, often hailed as the father of modern
Chinese literature, this short story opened new doors for literary expression and social
critique during a turbulent time in China’s history. But what makes *Diary of a Madman*
so significant? Why does it continue to resonate with readers and scholars alike? Let’s dive
deep into the story, its themes, historical context, and lasting impact.

The Context Behind Lu Xun Diary of a Madman

To fully appreciate *Diary of a Madman*, it’s essential to understand the socio-political
environment in which it was written. Composed in 1918, the story emerged during the
May Fourth Movement—a cultural and intellectual uprising that challenged traditional
Confucian values and promoted modernization and reform in China.

Lu Xun, whose real name was Zhou Shuren, used his sharp literary skills to critique the
oppressive social norms and outdated customs that he believed were stifling China’s
progress. *Diary of a Madman* was the first story published in the vernacular Chinese
language, which itself was a revolutionary step, moving away from classical Chinese that
was inaccessible to many.

What is Diary of a Madman About?

At first glance, *Diary of a Madman* appears to be the ramblings of a paranoid individual
who believes that everyone around him is conspiring to eat him — literally cannibalism.
However, the story is much more than a tale of madness. It’s a sharp allegory criticizing
feudal society and the “cannibalistic” nature of traditional Chinese culture, where
hierarchical social structures and rigid Confucian ethics consume individual freedom and
humanity.

The narrative unfolds through diary entries, giving readers an intimate glimpse into the
protagonist’s deteriorating mental state. This format also allows Lu Xun to subtly layer

social commentary beneath the protagonist’s paranoia, making the story both
psychologically compelling and politically charged.

The Major Themes in Lu Xun Diary of a Madman

Several themes make *Diary of a Madman* a rich and enduring piece for analysis.



Critique of Feudalism and Traditional Culture

The most obvious theme is the denunciation of feudalism. The "madman" sees his society
as cannibalistic, symbolizing how rigid traditions consume individual rights and freedom.
Lu Xun was deeply critical of Confucianism’s role in perpetuating social inequalities and
suppressing progressive thought.

Madness as a Metaphor

Madness in the story is not just a symptom of mental illness but serves as a metaphor for
enlightenment and rebellion. The madman’s perception of cannibalism can be interpreted
as his awakening to the cruelty of society. In a way, his madness is a form of resistance
against the status quo.

Individual vs. Society

The conflict between the individual and society is central. The madman’s fear and isolation
highlight how oppressive social norms can alienate and silence dissenting voices. Lu Xun’s
story encourages readers to question societal values rather than conform blindly.

The Literary Style and Innovations in Diary of a
Madman

Lu Xun’s writing style in *Diary of a Madman* broke away from traditional literary
conventions and helped usher in the modern Chinese literary movement.

Use of Vernacular Chinese

One of the groundbreaking aspects was Lu Xun’s use of baihua, or vernacular Chinese,
instead of classical Chinese. This made literature more accessible to the general
population and helped democratize literary expression.

Psychological Realism and Symbolism

Lu Xun masterfully blends psychological realism with rich symbolism. The diary format
captures the inner turmoil of the protagonist while using the motif of cannibalism as a
powerful symbol of cultural critique.



Open-Ended Narrative

Unlike many traditional stories which offered clear moral conclusions, *Diary of a
Madman* leaves readers with ambiguity. This invites deeper reflection and multiple
interpretations, aligning with modernist literary trends.

Why Lu Xun Diary of a Madman Remains Relevant
Today

Even a century after its publication, *Diary of a Madman* continues to be studied and
appreciated, not just in China but worldwide.

A Mirror to Social Issues

The story’s critique of oppressive societal structures can be applied beyond its original
context. Issues such as conformity, censorship, and the struggle for individual freedom
remain relevant in many cultures.

Inspiration for Modern Writers and Thinkers

Many contemporary writers and intellectuals cite Lu Xun as an inspiration for his courage
in challenging norms. His innovative narrative style and bold social commentary paved the
way for literature to become a vehicle for social change.

Educational Importance

In Chinese literature curricula across the globe, *Diary of a Madman* is a staple. Its
layered themes and historical significance offer rich material for students to explore
modern Chinese history, literature, and philosophy.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing Lu Xun Diary of a
Madman

If you're approaching *Diary of a Madman* for the first time, here are some tips to
enhance your understanding:

e Consider Historical Context: Research early 20th-century China to grasp the
cultural tensions Lu Xun was responding to.



¢ Read Multiple Interpretations: The story’s ambiguity means scholars have diverse
takes—exploring these can deepen your insight.

e Focus on Symbolism: Pay attention to recurring motifs like cannibalism and
isolation to uncover hidden meanings.

¢ Reflect on Contemporary Relevance: Think about how the story’s themes relate to
modern societal issues you observe.

e Explore Lu Xun’s Other Works: Reading his essays and stories can provide
broader context on his ideology and style.

Exploring Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Beyond the literary world, *Diary of a Madman* has inspired various adaptations,
including theater productions, films, and academic discussions.

Theatrical and Film Interpretations

Several theater companies have staged *Diary of a Madman*, often emphasizing its
psychological horror and social critique. Film adaptations explore visual metaphors to
capture the story’s haunting atmosphere, making the madman’s paranoia palpable on
screen.

Influence on Chinese Intellectual Thought

Lu Xun’s work influenced generations of Chinese intellectuals who grappled with
modernity and tradition. His fearless critique encouraged open debate and reformist
thinking during a period of immense upheaval.

Global Recognition

Translations of *Diary of a Madman* have introduced Lu Xun'’s ideas to international
readers. The story is studied in comparative literature and world literature courses,
bridging cultural gaps and highlighting universal themes.

Lu Xun’s *Diary of a Madman* remains a profound and unsettling exploration of society,
culture, and the human mind. Its innovative narrative, powerful symbolism, and fearless
social critique continue to challenge and inspire readers worldwide. Whether you’'re a



student of literature, a history enthusiast, or simply curious about influential stories, this
masterpiece offers rich insights into both the past and the enduring struggles of human
freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Lu Xun's 'Diary of a
Madman'?

The central theme of 'Diary of a Madman' is a critique of traditional Chinese society and
its oppressive feudal values, symbolized through the metaphor of cannibalism.

Why is 'Diary of a Madman' considered a significant
work in modern Chinese literature?

'Diary of a Madman' is considered significant because it is one of the first works written in
vernacular Chinese and it marked the beginning of modern Chinese literature, challenging
traditional norms and promoting new ideas.

How does Lu Xun use the madman character to convey
his message?

Lu Xun uses the madman as an unreliable narrator who perceives society as cannibalistic,
exposing the cruelty and moral decay of traditional culture from a unique and critical
perspective.

What literary style is employed in 'Diary of a Madman'?

The story is written in the form of a diary, using first-person narrative, which allows
readers to experience the protagonist’s growing paranoia and critique of society
intimately.

How does 'Diary of a Madman' reflect the social and
political context of early 20th century China?

The story reflects the social and political turmoil of early 20th century China, highlighting
the need for cultural reform and the rejection of outdated feudal values that hindered
progress.

What impact did 'Diary of a Madman' have on Chinese
intellectual thought?

'‘Diary of a Madman' inspired many Chinese intellectuals to question traditional beliefs and
contributed to the New Culture Movement, advocating for modernization, democracy, and
science.



Additional Resources

**Exploring Lu Xun’s “Diary of a Madman”: A Cornerstone of Modern Chinese Literature**

lu xun diary of a madman stands as a seminal work in the canon of modern Chinese
literature, marking a profound shift in narrative style and thematic exploration during
early 20th-century China. Written by Lu Xun, often hailed as the father of modern Chinese
literature, this short story embodies a critical perspective on traditional Chinese society,
unearthing deep-seated cultural and social ailments through a psychologically intense
narrative. The story’s enduring relevance and layered complexity have made it a focal
point for literary scholars and readers seeking to understand China’s literary evolution
and social critique.

Contextual Background: The Birth of a Literary
Revolution

“Diary of a Madman” was first published in 1918 during a period of immense cultural
upheaval in China. It coincided with the May Fourth Movement, a cultural and intellectual
revolution that sought to challenge Confucian values and promote new ideas such as
science, democracy, and individualism. Lu Xun’s story is often viewed as a metaphor for
this broader societal transformation.

The narrative unfolds through the eyes of a protagonist who becomes increasingly
paranoid, convinced that those around him are cannibals. This allegorical device critiques
the “cannibalistic” nature of traditional Chinese society, which Lu Xun perceived as
oppressive and exploitative. As such, the work is not only a psychological case study but
also a potent social commentary.

In-Depth Analysis of “Diary of a Madman”

At its core, “Diary of a Madman” is a pioneering example of the use of first-person
unreliable narration in Chinese literature. The diary format allows readers intimate access
to the protagonist’s deteriorating mental state, creating a sense of immediacy and
psychological tension. This narrative choice effectively immerses readers in the story’s
thematic concerns while questioning the reliability of perception and truth.

Thematic Exploration

Lu Xun’s story delves into several interrelated themes:

e Critique of Feudalism: The “madman” perceives society as cannibalistic,
symbolizing the destructive and oppressive nature of Confucian feudal values that
dominated China for centuries.



e Alienation and Madness: The protagonist’s isolation and paranoia reflect the
psychological toll of living within a rigid, conformist culture.

e Modernity vs. Tradition: The story encapsulates the tension between emerging
modern ideas and entrenched traditional beliefs, emblematic of China’s transitional
period.

¢ Social Injustice: By exposing the metaphorical cannibalism, Lu Xun critiques social
hierarchies and power dynamics that perpetuate suffering and inequality.

Literary Techniques and Style

Lu Xun’s stylistic approach in “Diary of a Madman” is notable for its simplicity and
directness, contrasting sharply with the ornate prose typical of classical Chinese
literature. The use of vernacular Chinese (baihua) was groundbreaking, making literature
accessible to a broader audience and reflecting the May Fourth Movement’s push for
linguistic reform.

The fragmented diary entries enhance the unreliable narrator effect, while vivid imagery
and symbolism enrich the text’s interpretive layers. The recurring motif of cannibalism
functions both as literal madness and as a metaphor for societal decay.

Comparative Perspective: “Diary of a Madman” vs.
Contemporary Works

When compared to other literary works of its time, “Diary of a Madman” stands out for its
bold social critique and psychological depth. Unlike the romanticized or didactic
narratives prevalent in late Qing dynasty literature, Lu Xun’s story adopts a modernist
sensibility, foregrounding individual experience and societal critique.

For example, while traditional Chinese fiction often reinforced Confucian morals, “Diary of
a Madman” subverts these norms by portraying the protagonist’s disintegration as a
symptom of oppressive cultural forces. The story thus paved the way for later Chinese
writers who embraced realism and social criticism.

Influence on Modern Chinese Literature

Lu Xun’s work influenced generations of writers and intellectuals. The story’s themes and
narrative innovations inspired the use of psychological realism and social critique in
Chinese literature. It also contributed to the legitimization of vernacular Chinese as a
literary medium, which remains standard today.



Pros and Cons of “Diary of a Madman” in Literary
and Educational Contexts

e Pros:
o Offers profound insight into early 20th-century Chinese society and culture.

o Serves as an accessible entry point for readers interested in modern Chinese
literature.

o Employs innovative narrative techniques that enrich literary analysis.

o Promotes critical thinking about tradition, modernity, and social reform.

e Cons:

o The psychological intensity and allegorical complexity may challenge some
readers.

o Historical and cultural references might require supplementary knowledge for
full comprehension.

o Its brevity leaves some narrative aspects open-ended, potentially frustrating
readers seeking closure.

Why “Diary of a Madman” Remains Relevant
Today

Over a century after its publication, “Diary of a Madman” continues to resonate within
literary studies and cultural discourse. Its exploration of madness as both a personal
affliction and societal condition invites ongoing reflection on the costs of conformity and
the dangers of entrenched power structures. As globalization and rapid modernization
challenge cultural identities worldwide, Lu Xun’s incisive critique of tradition and
advocacy for reform maintain their pertinence.

Moreover, the story’s impact extends beyond literature into fields such as psychology,
sociology, and political science, where it serves as a case study in the intersection of

individual and collective experience.

In sum, Lu Xun’s “Diary of a Madman” not only revolutionized Chinese narrative art but



also provided a powerful lens through which to examine the complexities of social change.
Its enduring legacy underscores the vital role literature plays in questioning and
reshaping cultural paradigms.
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lu xun diary of a madman: Diary of a Madman and Other Stories Lu Xun, 2023-03-06 Diary of
a Madman, also translated as A Madman's Diary is a short story by the Chinese writer Lu Xun,
published in 1918. It was the first and most influential work written in vernacular Chinese in
republican era China, and would become a cornerstone of the New Culture Movement. Lu Xun's
stories often critiqued early 20th century Chinese society, and Diary of a Madman established a new
language and revolutionary figure of Chinese literature, an attempt to challenge conventional
thinking and traditional understanding. The diary form and the idea of the madman who sees reality
more clearly than those around him were inspired by Nikolai Gogol's short story Diary of a Madman.
Lu Xun's madman sees cannibalism both in his family and the village around him, and he then finds
cannibalism in the Confucian classics which had long been credited with a humanistic concern for
the mutual obligations of society, and thus used to justify the superiority of Confucian civilization.
The story can be read as an sardonic attack on traditional Chinese culture and society and a call for
a new culture. Diary of a Madman is the opening story in Lu Xun's first collection, and has often
been referred to as China's first modern short story. It was only the second modern vernacular
Chinese story, after Chen Hengzhe's One Day. It was selected as one of the 100 best books in history
by the Bokklubben World Library, and listed as one of the ten best Asian novels of all time by The
Telegraph in 2014. Despite its success and dominance in Chinese literature, Lu Xun's stories took
five years before they were widely recognized as a notable works of literature. Before he published
the Diary, Lu Xun was in a state of complete hopelessness and despair. His state of mind being
unknown readers during this time, except to the few individuals who were close to him. Thus Diary
of a Madman, with its use of foreign techniques, was not easily comprehensible to most audiences at
the time. The theme of cannibalism, and notion of eating oneself, sparked controversy and criticism
among readers due to its ambiguity and interpretation as an extremely harsh criticism of general
Chinese culture and traditional ideas. Lu Xun's attempts to cure the cultural malaise which exists in
traditional Chinese society through his writings were not easily embraced. However, the
unprecedented nature of the story and its salient themes and timely arrival captured the attention of
many authors and commentators alike. Overall, Lu Xun's work serves as an account of historical
change in republican era China and biting social criticism towards issues which still hold relevance
in Chinese society today. Lu Xun's short stories were recognized as a significant work of modern
classical Chinese literature, reflecting the themes of Chinese society's struggle to break free from a
culture of tyrannical imperial power which had ruled the country for millenia, the problematic social
structure of Chinese society and the political issues of the time. (wikipedia.org)

lu xun diary of a madman: A Madman's Diary Lu Lu Xun, 2016-06-02 This edition of Lu Xun's
Chinese classic A Madman's Diary features both English and Chinese side by side for easy reference
and bilingual support. The Lu Xun Bilingual Study Series includes a study guide and additional
materials for each book in the series. Published in 1918 by Lu Xun, one of the greatest writers in
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20th-century Chinese literature. This short story is one of the first and most influential modern
works written in vernacular Chinese and would become a cornerstone of the New Culture
Movement. It is the first story in Call to Arms, a collection of short stories by Lu Xun. The story was
often referred to as China's first modern short story. The diary form was inspired by Nikolai Gogol's
short story Diary of a Madman, as was the idea of the madman who sees reality more clearly than
those around him. The madman sees cannibalism both in his family and the village around him, and
he then finds cannibalism in the Confucian classics which had long been credited with a humanistic
concern for the mutual obligations of society, and thus for the superiority of Confucian civilization.
The story was read as an ironic attack on traditional Chinese culture and a call for a New Culture.
The English translation is provided courtesy of the Marxists Internet Archive.

lu xun diary of a madman: Diary of a Madman and Other Stories Xun Lu, 1990 Xun (or
Hsun) is the master (inventor?) of the modern Chinese short story. Some of his stories were
translated into American English in 1941, but more recent translations have been into a British
English. Lyell provides an introduction, notes on pronunciation and further notes on the text,
intending to win as wide an audience as possible beyond those already familiar with Chinese history
and culture. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

lu xun diary of a madman: Chinese Modern Xiaobing Tang, 2000-04-03 An analysis of the
Chinese experience of modernity through the literary works, films and other cultural artifacts that
represent it.

Iu xun diary of a madman: Lu Xun's "Diary of a Madman" Milena Dolezelova-Velingerova,
1982%

lu xun diary of a madman: The Literature of China in the Twentieth Century Bonnie S.
McDougall, Kam Louie, 1997 A historical survey of 20th-century Chinese literature, this book
chronicles the writers who - continuing in the Chinese tradition of using literature to exert moral,
social, and political leadership - debated the nature, development and future of Chinese society.

lu xun diary of a madman: Configurations of the Real in Chinese Literary and Aesthetic
Modernity Peter Button, 2009 Tracing the formation of the modern concept of literature in 20th
century China, this book examines the emergence of the Chinese socialist realist novel in relation to
the literary and philosophical currents globalized in the wake of capitalist modernity--Provided by
publisher.
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Other Tales of China: The Complete Fiction of Lu Xun: Translated with an Introduction by
Julia Lovell with an Afterword by Yiyun Li] (Penguin Classics)., 2009

lu xun diary of a madman: Modern Chinese Literature in the May Fourth Era Merle
Goldman, 1977 One of the most creative and brilliant episodes in modern Chinese history, the
cultural and literary flowering that takes the name of the May Fourth Movement, is the subject of
this comprehensive and insightful book. This is the first study of modern Chinese literature that
shows how China's Confucian traditions were combined with Western influences to create a
literature of new values and consciousness for the Chinese people.

lu xun diary of a madman: Fictional Realism in Twentieth-century China Dewei Wang, 1992
Although deconstruction has become a popular catchword, as an intellectual movement it has never
entirely caught on within the university. For some in the academy, deconstruction, and Jacques
Derrida in particular, are responsible for the demise of accountability in the study of literature.
Countering these facile dismissals of Derrida and deconstruction, Herman Rapaport explores the
incoherence that has plagued critical theory since the 1960s and the resulting legitimacy crisis in
the humanities. Against the backdrop of a rich, informed discussion of Derrida's writings -- and how
they have been misconstrued by critics and admirers alike -- The Theory Mess investigates the
vicissitudes of Anglo-American criticism over the past thirty years and proposes some possibilities
for reform.

lu xun diary of a madman: Bridge Across Broken Time Vera Schwarcz, 1998-01-01
Schwarcz uncovers resonances between the narratives of Chinese intellectuals recovering from the



trauma of the Cultural Revolution and the halting tales of her own parents.

lu xun diary of a madman: The Cambridge History of Chinese Literature: From 1375
Kang-i Sun Chang, Stephen Owen, 2010 Stephen Owen is James Bryant Conant Professor of Chinese
at Harvard University. --Book Jacket.

lu xun diary of a madman: The Specter of Materialism Petrus Liu, 2022-12-09 In recent years,
queer theory appears to have made a materialist turn away from questions of representation and
performativity to those of dispossession, precarity, and the differential distribution of life chances.
Despite this shift, queer theory finds itself constantly reabsorbed into the liberal project of diversity
management. This theoretical and political weakness, Petrus Liu argues, stems from an incomplete
understanding of capitalism’s contemporary transformations, of which China has been at the center.
In The Specter of Materialism Liu challenges key premises of classic queer theory and Marxism,
turning to an analysis of the Beijing Consensus—global capitalism’s latest mutation—to develop a
new theory of the political economy of sexuality. Liu explores how relations of gender and sexuality
get reconfigured to meet the needs of capital in new regimes of accumulation and dispossession,
demonstrating that evolving US-Asian economic relations shape the emergence of new queer
identities and academic theories. In so doing, he offers a new history of collective struggles that
provides a transnational framework for understanding the nexus between queerness and material
life.

lu xun diary of a madman: The True Story of Ah Q & The Diary of a Madman Lu Xun,
Ankit, 2024-05-29 The True Story of Ah Q & The Diary of a Madman Dive into the heart of early
20th-century China with Lu Xun's masterful Books, The True Story of Ah Q and The Diary of a
Madman. These two seminal works, now bound together in one volume, offer a piercing glimpse into
the Chinese psyche and society's transformation during a time of tumultuous change. The True Story
of Ah Q is an episodic novella that follows the misadventures of Ah Q, a character who has become
synonymous with the flawed human condition. Through Ah Q's various defeats and his delusional
insistence on spiritual victories, Lu Xun crafts a satirical critique of the societal failures and the
hollow triumphs of the Xinhai Revolution. The Diary of a Madman, on the other hand, is a harrowing
journey into the mind of a man descending into paranoia and madness. As the protagonist uncovers
the metaphorical cannibalism within his society, Lu Xun delivers a powerful indictment of traditional
Confucian values and the oppressive social order of his time. This book is not just a reflection of
historical China but a timeless exploration of human nature and societal flaws. Lu Xun's sharp wit
and profound insights make these stories as relevant today as they were a century ago. Perfect for
both lovers of classic literature and newcomers, this book promises to be a thought-provoking read
that will linger with you long after the last page is turned.

lu xun diary of a madman: A Madman's Diary Lu Xun, Paul Meighan, Vito Inguglia,
2014-08-26 This English and Chinese bilingual edition of a A Madman's Diary was first published in
1918 by Lu Xun, one of the greatest writers in 20th-century Chinese literature. This short story is
one of the first and most influential modern works written in vernacular Chinese and would become
a cornerstone of the New Culture Movement. The story was often referred to as China's first modern
short story. This book is selected as one of The 100 Best Books of All Time. The diary form was
inspired by Nikolai Gogol's short story Diary of a Madman, as was the idea of the madman who sees
reality more clearly than those around him. The madman sees cannibalism both in his family and the
village around him, and he then finds cannibalism in the Confucian classics which had long been
credited with a humanistic concern for the mutual obligations of society, and thus for the superiority
of Confucian civilization. The story was read as an ironic attack on traditional Chinese culture and a
call for a New Culture.

lu xun diary of a madman: Chinese Fiction of the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth
Centuries Patrick Hanan, 2004 It has often been said that the nineteenth century was a relatively
stagnant period for Chinese fiction, but preeminent scholar Patrick Hanan shows that the opposite is
true: the finest novels of the nineteenth century show a constant experimentation and evolution. In
this collection of detailed and insightful essays, Hanan examines Chinese fiction before and during



the period in which Chinese writers first came into contact with western fiction. Hanan explores the
uses made of fiction by westerners in China; the adaptation and integration of western methods in
Chinese fiction; and the continued vitality of the Chinese fictional tradition. Some western
missionaries, for example, wrote religious novels in Chinese, almost always with the aid of native
assistants who tended to change aspects of the work to fit Chinese taste. Later, such works as
Washington Irving's Rip Van Winkle, Jonathan Swift's A Voyage to Lilliput, the novels of Jules Verne,
and French detective stories were translated into Chinese. These interventions and their effects are
explored here for virtually the first time.

lu xun diary of a madman: Tensions in World Literature Weigui Fang, 2018-09-28 This
collection gives a diversified account of world literature, examining not only the rise of the concept,
but also problems such as the relation between the local and the universal, and the tensions between
national culture and global ethics. In this context, it focuses on the complex relationship between
Chinese literature and world literature, not only in the sense of providing an exemplary case study,
but also as an introspection and re-location of Chinese literature itself. The book activates the
concept of world literature at a time when it is facing the rising modern day challenges of race, class
and culture.

lu xun diary of a madman: Placing the Modern Chinese Vernacular in Transnational
Literature G. Zhou, 2011-01-31 This is the first book to concentrate not only on the triumph of the
vernacular in modern China but also on the critical role of the rise of the vernacular in world
literature, invoking parallel cases from countries throughout Europe and Asia.

lu xun diary of a madman: Translation in Hong Kong Sin-wai Chan, 2001 Hong Kong is a
cosmopolitan city where international communication is a fact of everyday life. Translation has thus
always been essential in bridging the social and cultural gap between Chinese and Western
civilizations. Translation in Hong Kong: Past, Present and Future tries to assess the role played by
this academic discipline at different historical periods and to articulate the issues that confront its
future development. This is one of the most complete if not the best coverage on the subject, written
by notable scholars and practitioners in the field.

lu xun diary of a madman: Developmental Fairy Tales Andrew F. Jones, 2011-05-02 Jones
revises our understanding of modern China by tracing the ways that evolutionary works developed
into a form of vernacular knowledge in modern Chinese literature. From children’s primers to print
culture, from fairy tales to filmmaking, his analysis offers an innovative and interdisciplinary angle of
vision on China’s cultural evolution.
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