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Purpose

washington state progressive voters guide is an essential resource for anyone looking
to engage thoughtfully and effectively in the state’s political process. Whether you’re a
first-time voter eager to make an impact or a seasoned activist aiming to stay informed
about progressive candidates and policies, understanding the nuances of Washington’s
political landscape can empower you to vote with conviction. This guide explores key
issues, candidates, and strategies relevant to progressive voters in Washington State,
offering insights that go beyond party lines to reflect the values and priorities shaping the
region’s future.

Understanding the Progressive Movement in
Washington State

Washington State has long been recognized for its vibrant progressive community,
characterized by a commitment to social justice, environmental sustainability, and
economic equity. From Seattle’s urban centers to the smaller towns scattered across the
state, progressive voters are advocating for policies that address systemic inequalities and
promote inclusive growth.

Core Values Driving Progressive Voters

At the heart of the washington state progressive voters guide lies a clear set of values that
inform voting decisions:

Environmental Protection: Washington’s diverse ecosystems and natural beauty
make environmental stewardship a priority, with many voters supporting initiatives to
combat climate change and promote clean energy.

Economic Justice: Progressive voters often champion policies aimed at reducing
income inequality, raising the minimum wage, and expanding access to affordable
housing and healthcare.

Social Equity: This includes advocating for racial justice, LGBTQ+ rights, immigrant
protections, and criminal justice reform.

Democratic Participation: Encouraging voter turnout, transparency, and campaign
finance reform are key to empowering citizens and ensuring government
accountability.



These values shape how progressive voters evaluate candidates and ballot measures
during elections throughout the year.

Key Issues on the Progressive Agenda in
Washington

Progressive voters in Washington State face a dynamic political environment with a range
of pressing issues. Staying informed about these topics helps voters align their choices with
their principles.

Climate Action and Clean Energy

Washington is a national leader in clean energy, yet climate change remains a critical
concern. Progressive voters often support policies that:

Accelerate the transition to renewable energy sources like wind and solar.

Implement stricter emissions standards for industries and vehicles.

Invest in public transportation and infrastructure to reduce carbon footprints.

Initiatives like carbon pricing and green jobs programs are also popular among progressives
seeking to merge environmental goals with economic opportunity.

Affordable Housing and Homelessness

The rising cost of living in many parts of Washington has led to housing affordability
becoming a top issue. Progressive voters typically back:

Expanding affordable housing developments and rent control measures.

Increasing funding for homelessness prevention and supportive services.

Reforming zoning laws to encourage diverse housing options.

Addressing housing instability is seen as a crucial step toward building equitable
communities.



Healthcare Access and Equity

Universal healthcare remains a cornerstone of progressive platforms. In Washington, this
translates to:

Supporting Medicaid expansion and other programs that increase healthcare
coverage.

Advocating for affordable prescription drugs and mental health services.

Protecting reproductive rights and ensuring comprehensive care for marginalized
groups.

Progressive voters prioritize healthcare policies that reduce disparities and promote
wellness for all residents.

How to Use This Progressive Voters Guide
Effectively

Navigating the washington state progressive voters guide means more than just knowing
the issues—it involves engaging with candidates, understanding ballot measures, and
participating in the democratic process with intentionality.

Researching Candidates and Their Platforms

Before casting your ballot, take time to:

Review candidate websites and official statements to understand their stance on
progressive issues.

Attend virtual or in-person forums to hear directly from candidates.

Consult trusted progressive organizations and endorsements to gauge credibility.

Washington State’s top-two primary system means you might see candidates from different
parties competing in the general election, so assessing their alignment with progressive
values is key.



Understanding Ballot Measures and Local Initiatives

Ballot initiatives often tackle local issues with significant impact. To make informed
decisions:

Read voter guides that explain the implications of each measure clearly.

Research the sponsors and opposition groups to identify motivations behind
proposals.

Consider how measures align with progressive priorities, such as social justice and
environmental sustainability.

Washington's ballot measures can range from tax reforms to criminal justice changes, so
staying informed helps you vote responsibly.

Engaging with Community and Advocacy Groups

Joining local progressive organizations or attending community meetings offers
opportunities to:

Expand your understanding of the issues affecting your area.

Volunteer for campaigns or get involved in voter outreach efforts.

Connect with like-minded individuals to amplify your political impact.

These connections can provide ongoing support and resources throughout election cycles.

Voting Logistics and Accessibility in Washington
State

Washington is recognized for its accessible and voter-friendly election system, which
benefits progressive voters looking to participate fully.

Vote-by-Mail System

Washington was one of the first states to implement a universal vote-by-mail system,



making it convenient to participate without needing to visit polling places physically. Here’s
what you should know:

Ballots are mailed to registered voters weeks before Election Day.

Voters can return ballots via mail or drop boxes located throughout the state.

Deadlines and instructions are clearly communicated to ensure timely submission.

This system encourages higher turnout and reduces barriers, especially for people with
disabilities or busy schedules.

Registration and Voter Rights

To vote in Washington:

Register online, by mail, or in person before the registration deadline.

Update your registration if you move or change your name.

Ensure you know your voting precinct or drop box locations.

Washington also has laws protecting voter rights, including provisions for language
assistance and accommodations for voters with disabilities.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Progressive Politics
in Washington

The political landscape in Washington State continues to evolve, with progressive voters
playing a crucial role in shaping policies that prioritize inclusivity, sustainability, and justice.
As new challenges emerge—from economic recovery after the pandemic to addressing
systemic racism—the need for an informed and engaged electorate is more important than
ever.

By using the washington state progressive voters guide as a tool for education and action,
voters can help steer their communities toward a future that reflects their values. Whether
it’s through supporting bold climate initiatives, advocating for equitable housing, or
championing comprehensive healthcare, progressive voters in Washington are poised to
influence meaningful change at every level of government.

Embracing this guide is a step toward not only casting a ballot but also cultivating a deeper



connection with the democratic process—one that empowers individuals to contribute to a
fairer, greener, and more just Washington State.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Washington State Progressive Voters
Guide?
The Washington State Progressive Voters Guide is a resource designed to inform voters
about progressive candidates, ballot measures, and policies in Washington State to help
them make informed decisions aligned with progressive values.

Where can I find the latest Washington State
Progressive Voters Guide?
The latest Washington State Progressive Voters Guide can typically be found on progressive
organizations' websites, local activist groups, or through community newsletters focused on
Washington State politics.

Does the Washington State Progressive Voters Guide
include information on local elections?
Yes, the guide often includes information on local elections, including city council, school
board, and county positions, to help progressive voters support candidates who align with
their values at all levels of government.

How does the Washington State Progressive Voters
Guide determine which candidates to endorse?
Candidates are usually evaluated based on their stances on key progressive issues such as
social justice, environmental protection, workers' rights, and healthcare access.
Endorsements are made after careful review of candidates' platforms, voting records, and
public statements.

Can I contribute or suggest candidates for the
Washington State Progressive Voters Guide?
Many organizations behind the guide welcome community input. You can often contribute
by contacting the group managing the guide through their website or social media channels
to suggest candidates or issues for inclusion.



Additional Resources
Washington State Progressive Voters Guide: Navigating the Political Landscape in 2024

washington state progressive voters guide serves as an essential resource for those
seeking to engage actively in the state’s political process with a focus on progressive
values. As Washington continues to evolve as a hub for social justice, environmental
advocacy, and economic equity, progressive voters face a complex landscape of
candidates, policies, and ballot measures. This guide offers a nuanced exploration of the
key issues, electoral dynamics, and strategic considerations that define progressive voting
in Washington State.

Understanding Washington State’s Progressive
Electorate

Washington State has long been recognized as a progressive stronghold on the West Coast,
with Seattle and other urban centers driving liberal policy initiatives. However, the state's
political fabric is multifaceted, with rural and suburban areas presenting more moderate or
conservative tendencies. The progressive base tends to prioritize environmental
sustainability, affordable housing, healthcare access, and social equity—issues that
dominate local and statewide elections.

In recent years, Washington’s progressive voters have increasingly mobilized around
climate change legislation, police reform, and expanding public education funding. The
2024 electoral cycle underscores the importance of understanding both the statewide
initiatives and local races that will impact the progressive agenda.

Key Issues for Washington State Progressive
Voters

Climate and Environmental Policies

One of the defining issues for progressive voters in Washington is climate action. The state
has set ambitious targets to reduce carbon emissions, including a goal to achieve net-zero
emissions by 2050. Progressive voters often scrutinize candidates’ and measures’
alignment with the Clean Energy Transformation Act and efforts to reduce reliance on fossil
fuels.

Washington’s progressive voters are also attentive to policies addressing environmental
justice, particularly those that mitigate the disproportionate impact of pollution and climate
change on marginalized communities. Ballot measures related to carbon pricing and
investments in renewable energy infrastructure are typically high priorities.



Economic Justice and Labor Rights

Economic disparities remain a significant concern for Washington’s progressives. The
state’s tech-driven economy has contributed to rising inequality, making affordable housing
and living wages critical election issues. Progressive voters often support policies like
increasing the minimum wage, strengthening labor unions, and expanding workers’ rights.

Washington’s progressive coalitions have championed initiatives such as the Fair Wage Act
and tenant protections to address housing insecurity. The ongoing debate around property
tax reforms and funding for social services reflects the broader progressive push for
economic justice.

Healthcare and Social Services

Access to comprehensive healthcare remains a cornerstone for progressive voters in
Washington. The state has made strides with Medicaid expansion and protections under the
Affordable Care Act, but challenges persist regarding mental health services, reproductive
rights, and support for vulnerable populations.

Progressive voters frequently advocate for policies that expand Medicaid further, lower
prescription drug costs, and enhance support for behavioral health programs. Candidates’
positions on these issues can significantly influence progressive turnout and endorsements.

Washington State Ballot Measures Impacting
Progressives

Ballot measures play a crucial role in Washington State’s political landscape, often
providing direct avenues for progressive policy advancement. The 2024 ballot includes
several high-profile initiatives and referenda that demand close attention from progressive
voters.

Initiative 1358: A proposal to increase taxes on high-income earners to fund public
education and healthcare programs.

Referendum 49: Seeks to repeal recent legislation scaling back tenant protections,
with significant implications for renters’ rights.

Initiative 1720: Focuses on expanding clean energy subsidies and phasing out coal-
generated power by 2030.

Progressive voters often weigh these measures against broader economic and social
outcomes, evaluating the potential for each to advance equity and sustainability goals.



Candidate Profiles and Endorsements

In Washington’s multifaceted political ecosystem, progressive voters must navigate a
diverse pool of candidates across federal, state, and local offices. Endorsement patterns
from key progressive organizations such as the Washington State Labor Council,
environmental groups, and social justice coalitions provide vital insights.

Federal and State Legislative Races

The 2024 election cycle features critical contests for U.S. Congress and the Washington
State Legislature. Progressive voters tend to support candidates with strong track records
on climate legislation, labor rights, and social justice. Incumbents like Representative
Pramila Jayapal have consistently championed progressive causes, while new challengers
emerge with bold platforms addressing systemic inequalities.

Local and Municipal Elections

Local elections in cities such as Seattle, Tacoma, and Olympia offer opportunities for
progressive voters to influence issues like policing, housing, and public transportation.
Mayoral and city council races often feature candidates advocating for transformative
policies, including police reform and expanded public transit funding.

Voting Logistics and Participation Strategies

Washington State’s vote-by-mail system facilitates high voter turnout, particularly among
progressive demographics. Understanding registration deadlines, ballot return procedures,
and candidate information resources is essential for maximizing electoral impact.

Registration and Ballot Access

Washington allows for online voter registration and provides comprehensive voter guides
through the Secretary of State’s office. Progressive organizations often supplement these
resources with targeted voter education campaigns to increase participation in
underrepresented communities.

Engagement and Advocacy

Beyond casting ballots, progressive voters in Washington engage in grassroots organizing,
canvassing, and advocacy efforts. Collaborative networks between environmental groups,
labor unions, and social justice organizations amplify progressive voices and help shape the



policy agenda.

The Evolving Role of Progressive Voters in
Washington State

As Washington State confronts mounting challenges, from climate crises to economic
disparities, progressive voters remain a driving force in shaping policy outcomes. The
interplay between statewide initiatives, candidate platforms, and grassroots movements
underscores a dynamic political environment.

The 2024 elections highlight the importance of informed voting decisions grounded in an
understanding of complex issues and electoral mechanics. A comprehensive washington
state progressive voters guide equips voters with the knowledge to navigate this landscape
effectively, ensuring their participation advances a more equitable and sustainable future.

By continuously monitoring legislative developments, scrutinizing candidate proposals, and
engaging in community advocacy, Washington’s progressive electorate sustains its pivotal
role in steering the state’s political trajectory. This ongoing commitment to progressive
principles reflects a broader national trend, positioning Washington as a bellwether for
social and environmental reforms.

Washington State Progressive Voters Guide
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reason was a spoiler—a minor candidate who takes enough votes away from the most popular
candidate to tip the election to someone else. The spoiler effect is more than a glitch. It is a
consequence of one of the most surprising intellectual discoveries of the twentieth century: the
impossibility theorem of Nobel laureate economist Kenneth Arrow. The impossibility theorem asserts
that voting is fundamentally unfair—a finding that has not been lost on today's political consultants.
Armed with polls, focus groups, and smear campaigns, political strategists are exploiting the
mathematical faults of the simple majority vote. In recent election cycles, this has led to such
unlikely tactics as Republicans funding ballot drives for Green spoilers and Democrats paying for
right-wing candidates' radio ads. Gaming the Vote shows that there is a solution to the spoiler
problem that will satisfy both right and left. A system called range voting, already widely used on the
Internet, is the fairest voting method of all, according to computer studies. Despite these findings,
range voting remains controversial, and Gaming the Vote assesses the obstacles confronting any
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on the theme of how important scientific ideas have affected the real world, Gaming the Vote is a
wry exposé of how the political system really works, and a call to action.
  washington state progressive voters guide: Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United
States Charles Oscar Paullin, 1932 A digitally enhanced version of this atlas was developed by the
Digital Scholarship Lab at the University of Richmond and is available online. Click the link above to
take a look.
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Campaign Reform Act (BCRA) and thus were expected by many to be the last hurrah for soft money.
These midterm campaigns provided a window on the activity of parties, interest groups, and political
consultants on the eve of BCRA, as they prepared to enter a new era of American elections. The
results of Campaign 2002 were remarkable. As the party in power, the Republicans defied history by
gaining seats in both houses of Congress, giving them a majority in the Senate. To some degree this
resulted from the GOP's new emphasis on ground war voter mobilization. Another key was the
unusually aggressive support of the sitting president, who leveraged his popularity to advance his
party's candidates for Congress. Th e Last Hurrah? analyzes the role of soft money and issue
advocacy in the 2002 battle for Congress. Having been granted access to a number of campaign
operations across a broad array of groups, David Magleby, Quin Monson, and their colleagues
monitored and documented a number of competitive races, including the key South Dakota and
Missouri Senate contests. Each case study breaks down the campaign communication in a particular
race, including devices such as advertising, get-out-the-vote drives, soft money expenditures, and
the increasingly influential role of the national parties on local races. They also discuss the overall
trends of the midterm election of 2002, paying particular attention to the impact of President Bush
and his political operation in candidate recruitment, fundraising, and campaign visits. Magleby and
Monson consider an important question typically overlooked. How do voters caught in the middle of
a hotly contested race deal with—and react to—a barrage of television and radio ads, direct mail,
unsolicited phone calls, and other campaign communications? T
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  washington state progressive voters guide: Drugs and Drug Policy Clayton J. Mosher,
Scott M. Akins, 2013-08-22 This engaging text provides a cross-national perspective on the use and
regulation of both legal and illegal drugs. It examines and critiques drug policies in the United
States and abroad in terms of their scope, goals, and effectiveness. Authors Clayton J. Mosher and
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Secretary of State, 1936-11
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  washington state progressive voters guide: Southern Perspectives on the Queer Movement
Sheila R. Morris, 2017-12-20 A collection of essays by South Carolina activists on the development of
the LGBTQ movement In Southern Perspectives on the Queer Movement: Committed to Home,
Sheila R. Morris has collected essays by South Carolinians who explore their gay identities and
activism from the emergence of the HIV-AIDS pandemic to the realization of marriage equality in the
state thirty years later. Each of the volume's nineteen essays addresses an aspect of gay life, from



hesitant coming-out acts in earlier decades to the creation of grassroots organizations. All the
contributors have taken public roles in the gay rights movement. The diverse voices include a
banker, a drag queen from a family of prominent Spartanburg Democrats, a marching minister who
grew up along the Edisto River, a former Catholic priest and his tugboat dispatcher husband from
Long Island, the owner of a feminist bookstore, a Hispanic American who interned for Republican
strategist Lee Atwater, a philanthropist politician from Faith, North Carolina, and a straight attorney
recognized as the Mother of Pride who became active in 1980, when she learned her son was gay.
Southern Perspectives on the Queer Movement challenges the conventional understanding of the
LGBTQ movement in the United States in both place and time. Typically associated with pride
marches and anti-AIDS activism on both the east and west coasts and rooted in the counterculture of
the 1960s and Stonewall Rebellion in New York City, Southern variants of the queer liberation
movement have found little room in public or scholarly memory. Confronting an aggressively hostile
environment in the South, queer political organization was a late-comer to the region. But it was the
very unfriendliness of Southern political soil that allowed a unique and, at times, progressive LGBTQ
political community to form in South Carolina. The compelling Southern voices collected here for the
first time add a missing piece to the complex puzzle of postwar queer activism in the United States.
Harlan Greene, author of the novels Why We Never Danced the Charleston, What the Dead
Remember, and The German Officer's Boy, provides a foreword. Contributors: Jim Blanton Candace
Chellew-Hodge Matt Chisling Michael Haigler Harriet Hancock Deborah Hawkins Dick Hubbard
Linda Ketner Ed Madden and Bert Easter Alvin McEwen Sheila Morris Pat Patterson Jim and Warren
Redman-Gress Nekki Shutt Tony Snell-Rodriquez Carole Stoneking Thomas A. Summers Matt
Tischler Teresa Williams
  washington state progressive voters guide: The Intelligent Voter's Guide Socialist Party
(U.S.). National Campaign Committee, 1928, 1928
  washington state progressive voters guide: The Masses , 1914
  washington state progressive voters guide: Guide to U.S. Elections Deborah Kalb,
2015-12-24 The CQ Press Guide to U.S. Elections is a comprehensive, two-volume reference
providing information on the U.S. electoral process, in-depth analysis on specific political eras and
issues, and everything in between. Thoroughly revised and infused with new data, analysis, and
discussion of issues relating to elections through 2014, the Guide will include chapters on: Analysis
of the campaigns for presidency, from the primaries through the general election Data on the
candidates, winners/losers, and election returns Details on congressional and gubernatorial contests
supplemented with vast historical data. Key Features include: Tables, boxes and figures interspersed
throughout each chapter Data on campaigns, election methods, and results Complete lists of House
and Senate leaders Links to election-related websites A guide to party abbreviations
  washington state progressive voters guide: Exploring Initiative and Referendum Law Beth
Williams, 2013-10-18 Researching ballot measures can be one of the most daunting types of legal
research. Exploring Initiative and Referendum Law: Selected State Research Guides offers legal
researchers an easy-to-use guide that provides thorough overviews of I&R (initiative and
referendum) laws within twenty-three states. This unique resource provides state-specific guidance
about both forms of I&R law, those state laws permitting I&R, and those state laws enacted as a
result of the I&R process. Any legal researcher beginning a project or needing to know just where to
go for the right resources will get helpful general and specific information on practical research
strategies and resources. Up to now, finding the literature to research the state-specific history of a
law passed by initiative or referendum has been extremely difficult. This book fills this gap by
providing top researchers with brief overviews of the individual state processes while providing
important primary and secondary sources, including Web sites. The guide’s chapters are separated
alphabetically by state for fast and easy reference. Annotated bibliographies of books, articles, and
Web sites are provided, along with instructions about what documents one can expect to find on the
Web, and how to use free databases. Because of this useful volume’s unique focus, the book may
well become an essential resource for law librarians, attorneys, law faculty, law students, and



Political Science scholars. This book was published as a special issue of Legal Reference Services
Quarterly.
  washington state progressive voters guide: Elections A to Z Dave Tarr, Bob Benenson,
2012-06-12 Combining the rich content of the print edition with the advanced online functionality
demanded by today′s researchers, Elections A to Z: Online Edition is the ultimate 21st century
research tool for finding current, accurate information on U.S. elections. Advanced Web-enabled
features allow users to conduct searches from A to Z on election. Like all CQ Press online editions,
Elections A to Z: Online Edition comes loaded with powerful user-friendly functions such as
CiteNow!, which lets researchers download full citations in MLA, APA, Bluebook, and other formats.
Elections A to Z explains how campaigns and elections, the hallmark of any democracy, are
conducted in the United States. The new third edition has been redesigned and updated with new
entries covering the vital current elections topics that readers want to know about. Entries range
from short definitions of terms like front-runner to in-depth essays exploring vital aspects of
campaigns and elections, such as the right to vote, turnout trends, and the history, evolution, and
current state of House, Senate, presidential, and some state-level elections. Readers will find
essential information on: Stages in the campaign process and the general election The roles of
political consultants, the media, and political parties Debates and issues such as term limits,
majority-minority districts, and campaign finance Amendments, legislation, and court cases that
have shaped electoral, campaign, and voting matters Voter turnout and voting rights in the United
States Important terms and concepts like absolute majority and dark horse Highlights of presidential
elections throughout U.S. history
  washington state progressive voters guide: The WPA Dallas Guide and History Maxine
Holmes, Gerald D. Saxon, 1992 Described erroneously in the November R&R as a reprint of the
edition originally published by the Federal Works Agency of the WPA in 1940. In fact, it has not been
published previously. It was housed at the Dallas Public Library for use by researchers. Annotation
copyright Book News, Inc. Portland,
  washington state progressive voters guide: Vital Statistics on American Politics Jeffrey L.
Bernstein, Amanda C. Shannon, 2022 There is no other source that provides in one place the wide
range and depth of insight found in Vital Statistics on American Politics (VSAP), published since
1988. VSAP provides historical and statistical information on all aspects of American politics:
Political parties Voter turnout Public opinion Campaign finance Media perspective and influence,
congressional membership and voting patterns The presidency and executive branch Military policy
and spending Supreme Court and federal court make-up and caseloads Foreign, social, and
economic policy In over 230 tables and figures, students and professional researchers will find
chapters devoted to key subject areas such as elections and political parties, public opinion and
voting, the media, the three branches of U.S. government, foreign, military, social and economic
policy, and much more. This book provides a vivid and multifaceted portrait of the broad spectrum of
United States politics and policies. Along with updated and new data content, this edition offers
brand new data literacy lessons that take a guide on the side approach to teach data researchers
how to wade through the sea of data and do the difficult work of grappling for the meaning of the
data on their own. Lessons include understanding descriptive representation data, comparing data
over time, noticing gaps in data, unpacking dichotomies of public opinion, and more.
  washington state progressive voters guide: American Populist Thomas E. Patterson,
2025-02-14 Thomas E. Patterson’s monumental biography of Huey Long is a profound reevaluation
of his life and legacy, recognizing him as an inspirational progressive thinker, populist hero, and
radical influence on the New Deal before an assassin’s bullet ended his life in 1935. First as
governor and then as U.S. senator, Long transformed the politics of Louisiana by standing for the
interests of citizens whom state officials had historically ignored. He eased suffrage restrictions so
that more people could vote, and voters endorsed his program of more robust government services
and shifting the tax burden to those better able to pay. In the United States Senate, during the
darkest days of the Great Depression, he advocated loudly and ceaselessly for the redistribution of



wealth, expanding public works, increasing the money supply, insuring bank deposits, paying
old-age pensions and veterans’ benefits, delivering a minimum income for families, and funding
college and vocational education. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, along with other politicians and
pundits, dismissed Long’s proposals as nonsense put forth by a reckless demagogue in search of
votes. Despite several biographies, acclaimed novels, and historical studies in the years since Long’s
death, his reputation today is mostly caricature: a spellbinding speaker, a dictator, a populist
firebrand who was unprincipled and corrupt. Using previously untapped personal papers of Long
and his son Russell, other primary sources, recent scholarship, and his experience as a lawyer,
Patterson provides a necessary corrective as he analyzes the contours of Long’s career, deconstructs
the elements of his success, undercuts several myths related to his time in office, and explains the
circumstances that led to his ultimate downfall. The result is the most comprehensive, balanced, and
analytical study of the Kingfish to date.
  washington state progressive voters guide: The Railway Maintenance of Way Employes
Journal , 1923
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