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History of Native American Literature

History of native american literature is a rich and intricate tapestry that spans thousands of years, long
before the arrival of European settlers. Often overlooked or misunderstood, Native American literature
offers unique perspectives, stories, and wisdom rooted deeply in the cultures, traditions, and languages of
Indigenous peoples across North America. Exploring this literary history not only reveals the evolution of
storytelling but also highlights the resilience and creativity of Native voices that continue to shape
American literature today.

Origins and Oral Traditions

Before written forms of literature were introduced, Native American storytelling existed primarily
through oral traditions. These oral narratives were much more than mere entertainment; they served as
vital means for passing down history, culture, spiritual beliefs, and values from generation to generation.
Through songs, myths, legends, and ceremonies, Indigenous peoples preserved their identity and
knowledge in a living, breathing form.

The Role of Storytelling in Native Cultures

Storytelling was central to community life. Elders, often regarded as the keepers of wisdom, shared stories
that explained natural phenomena, conveyed moral lessons, and connected listeners to the spiritual world.
These stories varied widely among tribes, reflecting the diversity of Native cultures—from the Navajo and
Hopi in the Southwest to the Iroquois in the Northeast and the Lakota in the Plains.

The history of Native American literature cannot be fully understood without appreciating how these oral
narratives functioned as tools for education and social cohesion. They reinforced tribal laws, honored
ancestors, and celebrated the natural world, all while adapting to the needs of the community.

The Impact of Colonization on Native Literary Expression

The arrival of European settlers in the 15th and 16th centuries brought profound changes to Indigenous
ways of life, including their literary traditions. Colonization introduced new languages, religions, and
political structures that often suppressed Native voices and cultural expressions. Written literature, based on
the Latin alphabet, was initially foreign to many Indigenous peoples.



Early Recorded Native Texts

Despite these challenges, some early Native authors began to write down their stories, histories, and
experiences using the English language or their own adapted alphabets. For example, the 19th century saw
figures like Samson Occom, a Mohegan preacher, who published sermons and accounts that provided
insight into Native life.

Similarly, the Cherokee syllabary, invented by Sequoyah in the early 1800s, allowed the Cherokee people
to create written records in their own language, making them one of the first Indigenous groups to
develop a writing system. This innovation led to the publication of newspapers, legal documents, and
literary works in Cherokee.

Native American Literature in the 20th Century

The 20th century marked a turning point for Native American literature as Indigenous writers began to
gain wider recognition and actively shaped their own literary identities. This period is often called the
Native American Renaissance, a movement during which Native authors used literature as a means to
reclaim cultural pride, challenge stereotypes, and address social injustices.

Key Figures and Themes

One of the pioneering voices was N. Scott Momaday, whose novel *House Made of Dawn* (1968) won the
Pulitzer Prize and brought Native American literature into mainstream awareness. Momaday’s work
combined traditional storytelling techniques with modern literary forms, emphasizing themes of identity,
displacement, and connection to the land.

Other notable authors such as Leslie Marmon Silko, James Welch, and Louise Erdrich further expanded
Native American literature’s scope by weaving together personal narratives, tribal histories, and
contemporary issues. These writers explored themes like cultural survival, assimilation, spirituality, and
the complex relationships between Native and non-Native societies.

The Role of Poetry and Oral Revival

Poetry also became a powerful medium for Native expression during this time. Poets like Joy Harjo, who
later became the first Native American U.S. Poet Laureate, infused their work with Indigenous languages,
rhythms, and imagery. This resurgence of oral traditions in written form helped bridge past and present,
honoring the history of Native American literature while pushing it in new directions.



Contemporary Native American Literature

Today, Native American literature thrives with a dynamic and diverse array of voices. Contemporary
writers tackle a broad spectrum of topics, from environmental justice and political activism to cultural
revitalization and the exploration of identity in a globalized world.

Emerging Voices and Genres

Modern Native authors are not confined to traditional literary forms. They experiment with genres like
speculative fiction, graphic novels, memoirs, and essays, enriching the literary landscape with fresh
perspectives. Writers such as Tommy Orange, author of *There There*, illuminate the urban Native
American experience, blending historical trauma with contemporary realities.

In addition, Indigenous youth and grassroots movements are increasingly using digital platforms and social
media to share stories and preserve languages, ensuring that the history of Native American literature
continues to evolve and inspire future generations.

Understanding the Significance of Native American Literary
Heritage

Studying the history of Native American literature offers much more than an academic exercise—it opens a
window into the worldview, struggles, and triumphs of Indigenous peoples. Through literature, readers
gain insight into the deep connections between land, identity, and storytelling that define Native cultures.

For educators, incorporating Native American literature into curricula promotes cultural awareness and
combats stereotypes. For readers and writers, it provides an opportunity to engage with narratives that
challenge dominant histories and celebrate resilience.

Tips for Exploring Native American Literature

If you’re looking to dive into this rich literary tradition, consider the following approaches:

Start with diverse authors: Read works by writers from different tribes and regions to appreciate the
variety of voices and experiences.



Explore oral histories: Look for collections of Indigenous stories that capture the oral tradition’s spirit
and significance.

Understand the cultural context: Learning about the history and customs of tribes can deepen your
appreciation of the literature.

Support Native publishers and bookstores: Many Indigenous-owned presses specialize in Native
literature, helping to sustain these important voices.

The history of native american literature is a testament to the enduring power of storytelling and the vital
role it plays in preserving culture and fostering understanding across generations. As the literary landscape
continues to expand, Native voices remain at the forefront, inviting readers to explore stories that are as
ancient as they are urgent today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Native American literature?
Native American literature refers to the oral and written stories, myths, legends, songs, and poetry created
by the indigenous peoples of the Americas, reflecting their cultures, histories, and worldviews.

When did Native American literature begin?
Native American literature began long before European contact, primarily as oral traditions passed down
through generations, with written forms emerging after colonization.

What are common themes in Native American literature?
Common themes include the connection to nature, spirituality, identity, community, the impact of
colonization, and the preservation of cultural heritage.

Who are some notable Native American authors?
Notable authors include N. Scott Momaday, Leslie Marmon Silko, Sherman Alexie, Louise Erdrich, and Joy
Harjo, among others.

How did oral tradition influence Native American literature?
Oral tradition is foundational, shaping storytelling techniques, the use of repetition, symbolism, and the
preservation of history and cultural knowledge in Native American literature.



What role does mythology play in Native American literature?
Mythology provides a framework for understanding the world, teaching moral lessons, and preserving
cultural values, often featuring creation stories and legendary figures.

How has Native American literature evolved over time?
It has evolved from primarily oral storytelling to written forms, incorporating contemporary issues while
maintaining traditional themes and cultural identity.

What impact did colonization have on Native American literature?
Colonization disrupted traditional storytelling, introduced written language, and influenced themes of loss,
survival, and resistance in Native American literature.

How is Native American literature taught in schools today?
It is increasingly included in curricula to promote cultural awareness and diversity, often through
anthologies, novels, poetry, and historical texts by Native authors.

Why is Native American literature important?
It preserves indigenous cultures and histories, challenges stereotypes, provides diverse perspectives, and
enriches the broader literary landscape.

Additional Resources
History of Native American Literature: Tracing the Voices of Indigenous Storytelling

history of native american literature is a rich and complex narrative that spans thousands of years,
reflecting the diverse cultures, traditions, and experiences of the indigenous peoples of North America.
Unlike conventional literary traditions rooted primarily in written texts, Native American literature
encompasses oral storytelling, mythologies, songs, and ceremonial narratives that have been passed down
through generations. This unique form of literature not only preserves cultural identity but also serves as a
living testament to the resilience and adaptability of Native American communities in the face of
colonization and cultural disruption.

Understanding the Foundations of Native American Literary



Tradition

To fully appreciate the history of Native American literature, it is essential to recognize its origins in oral
traditions. Before European contact, indigenous peoples relied heavily on spoken word to transmit
knowledge, history, spirituality, and social values. These oral narratives were often conveyed through
ceremonies, rituals, and communal gatherings, utilizing storytelling techniques rich in symbolism,
metaphor, and allegory.

The oral nature of Native American literature means that many early stories were not intended for
permanent written record but as dynamic performances that changed with each telling. Consequently, the
literature is deeply intertwined with cultural practices and the natural environment, reflecting a holistic
worldview that contrasts with the Western literary canon’s focus on individualism and linear narratives.

The Role of Oral Tradition and Mythology

Mythologies and legends are central pillars in the history of Native American literature. These stories often
explain the creation of the world, natural phenomena, and the origins of tribes and customs. For example,
the Navajo creation story, the Iroquois Great Law of Peace, and the Haudenosaunee’s Sky Woman myth
have been integral in shaping cultural identity and community cohesion.

Oral storytelling in Native cultures also served educational purposes, teaching moral lessons, social
responsibilities, and survival skills. The use of repetition, poetic devices, and performance elements such as
song and dance enhanced memorability and engagement, ensuring the survival of these narratives despite
the absence of written documentation.

Impact of Colonization on Native American Literary Expression

The arrival of European colonists in the 15th and 16th centuries marked a significant turning point in the
history of Native American literature. Colonization brought forced assimilation policies, loss of land, and
cultural suppression that threatened the survival of indigenous languages and oral traditions. Many stories
and histories were lost or altered under pressure to conform to European literary norms.

During this period, Native American storytelling began to be recorded by non-indigenous anthropologists,
missionaries, and historians. While these records preserved some narratives, they often reflected the biases
and misunderstandings of their collectors. Consequently, early written accounts of Native American
literature must be critically examined for cultural accuracy and representation.



Emergence of Written Native American Literature

It was not until the late 19th and early 20th centuries that Native American authors began writing their
own stories, poems, and autobiographies in English and indigenous languages. This transition from oral to
written form was both a challenge and an opportunity, as writers navigated between preserving traditional
storytelling methods and adapting to Western literary frameworks.

Notable early figures include Zitkala-Ša (Gertrude Simmons Bonnin), whose works combined Native
myths with personal narrative to highlight the struggles of indigenous identity under colonial influence.
Likewise, Charles Eastman (Ohiyesa), a Santee Dakota physician and writer, contributed autobiographical
accounts that blended Native perspectives with Western literary styles.

Contemporary Native American Literature: A Resurgence of
Voice and Identity

The late 20th century witnessed a renaissance in Native American literature, driven by a new generation
of writers committed to reclaiming indigenous narratives and challenging stereotypes. This period saw the
rise of authors such as N. Scott Momaday, Leslie Marmon Silko, Louise Erdrich, and Sherman Alexie, who
brought Native American themes to a broader audience through novels, poetry, and essays.

These contemporary works often explore themes of cultural survival, identity, displacement, and the
ongoing effects of colonization. They also incorporate traditional storytelling elements, such as cyclical time
and interconnectedness, while experimenting with modern literary techniques.

Key Features of Modern Native American Literature

Hybrid Narratives: Blending oral tradition with written forms to create layered storytelling
experiences.

Political and Social Commentary: Addressing issues like tribal sovereignty, environmental justice,
and historical trauma.

Cultural Revitalization: Celebrating indigenous languages, ceremonies, and community values.

Intersectionality: Exploring identity across gender, class, and sexuality within Native contexts.



The Role of Literary Awards and Education

Recognition of Native American literature has grown significantly through literary awards such as the
American Indian Youth Literature Award and the Native Writers’ Circle of the Americas. These platforms
have elevated indigenous voices and encouraged academic institutions to incorporate Native American
texts into curricula, fostering greater understanding and appreciation.

Education programs focusing on Native literature also emphasize the importance of language preservation
and cultural context, challenging earlier Eurocentric interpretations and promoting indigenous
epistemologies.

Challenges and Future Directions in Native American Literary
Studies

Despite considerable progress, the history of Native American literature is still marked by challenges. Issues
such as cultural appropriation, misrepresentation, and limited access to publishing opportunities persist.
Additionally, the digital age presents both opportunities and risks for the transmission of indigenous stories,
posing questions about authenticity and control.

Scholars and writers continue to advocate for greater support of indigenous languages, which are critical to
the full expression of native literary traditions. Efforts to archive oral histories and facilitate
intergenerational storytelling are vital to maintaining the continuity of these narratives.

Furthermore, the expanding scope of Native American literature now includes graphic novels, film, and
multimedia works that engage younger audiences and blend traditional motifs with contemporary forms.

The evolving history of Native American literature remains a dynamic field that reflects broader dialogues
about identity, sovereignty, and cultural survival. As indigenous authors and communities assert their
narratives on their own terms, this literary tradition continues to enrich and challenge the American
literary landscape in profound ways.
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  history of native american literature: Handbook of Native American Literature Andrew
Wiget, 2013-06-17 The Handbook of Native American Literature is a unique, comprehensive, and
authoritative guide to the oral and written literatures of Native Americans. It lays the perfect
foundation for understanding the works of Native American writers. Divided into three major
sections, Native American Oral Literatures, The Historical Emergence of Native American Writing,
and A Native American Renaissance: 1967 to the Present, it includes 22 lengthy essays, written by
scholars of the Association for the Study of American Indian Literatures. The book features reports
on the oral traditions of various tribes and topics such as the relation of the Bible, dreams, oratory,
humor, autobiography, and federal land policies to Native American literature. Eight additional
essays cover teaching Native American literature, new fiction, new theater, and other important
topics, and there are bio-critical essays on more than 40 writers ranging from William Apes (who in
the early 19th century denounced white society's treatment of his people) to contemporary poet Ray
Young Bear. Packed with information that was once scattered and scarce, the Handbook of
NativeAmerican Literature -a valuable one-volume resource-is sure to appeal to everyone interested
in Native American history, culture, and literature. Previously published in cloth as The Dictionary of
Native American Literature
  history of native american literature: The Invention of Native American Literature
Robert Dale Parker, 2003 Tradition, invention, and aesthetics in Native American literature and
literary criticism -- Nothing to do : John Joseph Mathews's Sundown and Restless young Indian men
-- Who shot the sheriff : storytelling, Indian identity, and the marketplace of masculinity in D'Arcy
McNickle's The surrounded -- Text, lines, and videotape : reinventing oral stories as written poems --
The existential surfboard and the dream of balance, or To be there, no authority to anything : the
poetry of Ray A. Young Bear -- The reinvention of restless young men : storytelling and poetry in
Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony and Thomas King's Medicine River -- Material choices : American
fictions and the post-canon.
  history of native american literature: The Cambridge History of Native American
Literature Melanie Benson Taylor, 2020-09-17 Native American literature has always been uniquely
embattled. It is marked by divergent opinions about what constitutes authenticity, sovereignty, and
even literature. It announces a culture beset by paradox: simultaneously primordial and postmodern;
oral and inscribed; outmoded and novel. Its texts are a site of political struggle, shifting to meet
external and internal expectations. This Cambridge History endeavors to capture and question the
contested character of Indigenous texts and the way they are evaluated. It delineates significant
periods of literary and cultural development in four sections: “Traces & Removals” (pre-1870s);
“Assimilation and Modernity” (1879-1967); “Native American Renaissance” (post-1960s); and
“Visions & Revisions” (21st century). These rubrics highlight how Native literatures have evolved
alongside major transitions in federal policy toward the Indian, and via contact with broader cultural
phenomena such, as the American Civil Rights movement. There is a balance between a history of
canonical authors and traditions, introducing less-studied works and themes, and foregrounding
critical discussions, approaches, and controversies.
  history of native american literature: Native American Perspectives on Literature and
History Alan R. Velie, 1995 James Ruppert explores the bicultural nature of Indian writers and
discusses strategies they employ in addressing several audiences at once: their tribe, other Indians,
and other Americans. Helen Jaskoski analyzes the genre of autoethnography, or Indian historical
writing, in an Ottawa writer's account of a smallpox epidemic. Kimberly Blaeser, a Chippewa, writes
about how Indian writers reappropriate their history and stories of their land and people. Robert
Allen Warrior, an Osage, examines the ideas of the leading Indian philosopher in America, Vine
Deloria, Jr., who calls for a return to traditional tribal religions. Robert Berner exposes the
incomplete myths and false legends pervading Indian views of American history. Alan Velie discusses
the issue of historical objectivity in two Indian historical novels, James Welch's Fools Crow and
Gerald Vizenor's The Heirs of Columbus. Kurt M. Peters relates how Laguna Indians retained their
culture and identity while living in the boxcars of the Santa Fe Railroad Indian Village at Richmond,



California. Juana Maria Rodriguez examines power relations in Gerald Vizenor's narrative of a
Dakota Indian accused of murder in 1967, Thomas White Hawk. Finally, Gerald Vizenor, a Chippewa,
discusses Indian conceptions of identity in contemporary America, including simulations he calls
postindian identity..
  history of native american literature: The Invention of Native American Literature
Robert Dale Parker, 2018-08-06 In an original, widely researched, and accessibly written book,
Robert Dale Parker helps redefine the study of Native American literature by focusing on issues of
gender and literary form. Among the writers Parker highlights are Thomas King, John Joseph
Mathews, D'Arcy McNickle, Leslie Marmon Silko, and Ray A. Young Bear, some of whom have
previously received little scholarly attention.Parker proposes a new history of Native American
literature by reinterpreting its concerns with poetry, orality, and Indian notions of authority. He also
addresses representations of Indian masculinity, uncovering Native literature's recurring fascination
with restless young men who have nothing to do, or who suspect or feel pressured to believe that
they have nothing to do. The Invention of Native American Literature reads Native writing through a
wide variety of shifting historical contexts. In its commitment to historicizing Native writing and
identity, Parker's work parallels developments in scholarship on other minority literatures and is
sure to provoke controversy.
  history of native american literature: Native American Literature Gerald Robert Vizenor,
1995 HISTORY AND CRITIQUE OF NATIVE AMERICAN LITERATURE.
  history of native american literature: A History of American Literature Richard Gray,
2011-09-23 Updated throughout and with much new material, A History of American Literature,
Second Edition, is the most up-to-date and comprehensive survey available of the myriad forms of
American Literature from pre-Columbian times to the present. The most comprehensive and
up-to-date history of American literature available today Covers fiction, poetry, drama, and
non-fiction, as well as other forms of literature including folktale, spirituals, the detective story, the
thriller, and science fiction Explores the plural character of American literature, including the
contributions made by African American, Native American, Hispanic and Asian American writers
Considers how our understanding of American literature has changed over the past?thirty years
Situates American literature in the contexts of American history, politics and society Offers an
invaluable introduction to American literature for students at all levels, academic and general
readers
  history of native american literature: White Robe's Dilemma Neil Schmitz, 2001 This study
reconstructs and analyzes the multiple legacies of the Mesquakie people. The author seeks to show
how the complex story of their survival raises critical questions about the representation of Indians
in American literature and history.
  history of native american literature: The Native American Renaissance Alan R. Velie, A.
Robert Lee, 2013-11-11 The outpouring of Native American literature that followed the publication
of N. Scott Momaday’s Pulitzer Prize–winning House Made of Dawn in 1968 continues unabated.
Fiction and poetry, autobiography and discursive writing from such writers as James Welch, Gerald
Vizenor, and Leslie Marmon Silko constitute what critic Kenneth Lincoln in 1983 termed the Native
American Renaissance. This collection of essays takes the measure of that efflorescence. The
contributors scrutinize writers from Momaday to Sherman Alexie, analyzing works by Native women,
First Nations Canadian writers, postmodernists, and such theorists as Robert Warrior, Jace Weaver,
and Craig Womack. Weaver’s own examination of the development of Native literary criticism since
1968 focuses on Native American literary nationalism. Alan R. Velie turns to the achievement of
Momaday to examine the ways Native novelists have influenced one another. Post-renaissance and
postmodern writers are discussed in company with newer writers such as Gordon Henry, Jr., and D.
L. Birchfield. Critical essays discuss the poetry of Simon Ortiz, Kimberly Blaeser, Diane Glancy, Luci
Tapahonso, and Ray A. Young Bear, as well as the life writings of Janet Campbell Hale, Carter
Revard, and Jim Barnes. An essay on Native drama examines the work of Hanay Geiogamah, the
Native American Theater Ensemble, and Spider Woman Theatre. In the volume’s concluding essay,



Kenneth Lincoln reflects on the history of the Native American Renaissance up to and beyond his
seminal work, and discusses Native literature’s legacy and future. The essays collected here
underscore the vitality of Native American literature and the need for debate on theory and ideology.
  history of native american literature: The Cambridge Companion to Native American
Literature Joy Porter, Kenneth M. Roemer, 2005-07-21 An informative and wide-ranging overview of
Native American literature from the 1770s to present day.
  history of native american literature: The Routledge Companion to Native American
Literature Deborah L. Madsen, 2015-10-05 The Routledge Companion to Native American
Literature engages the multiple scenes of tension — historical, political, cultural, and aesthetic —
that constitutes a problematic legacy in terms of community identity, ethnicity, gender and sexuality,
language, and sovereignty in the study of Native American literature. This important and timely
addition to the field provides context for issues that enter into Native American literary texts
through allusions, references, and language use. The volume presents over forty essays by leading
and emerging international scholars and analyses: regional, cultural, racial and sexual identities in
Native American literature key historical moments from the earliest period of colonial contact to the
present worldviews in relation to issues such as health, spirituality, animals, and physical
environments traditions of cultural creation that are key to understanding the styles, allusions, and
language of Native American Literature the impact of differing literary forms of Native American
literature. This collection provides a map of the critical issues central to the discipline, as well as
uncovering new perspectives and new directions for the development of the field. It supports
academic study and also assists general readers who require a comprehensive yet manageable
introduction to the contexts essential to approaching Native American Literature. It is essential
reading for anyone interested in the past, present and future of this literary culture. Contributors:
Joseph Bauerkemper, Susan Bernardin, Susan Berry Brill de Ramírez, Kirby Brown, David J. Carlson,
Cari M. Carpenter, Eric Cheyfitz, Tova Cooper, Alicia Cox, Birgit Däwes, Janet Fiskio, Earl E. Fitz,
John Gamber, Kathryn N. Gray, Sarah Henzi, Susannah Hopson, Hsinya Huang, Brian K. Hudson,
Bruce E. Johansen, Judit Ágnes Kádár, Amelia V. Katanski, Susan Kollin, Chris LaLonde, A. Robert
Lee, Iping Liang, Drew Lopenzina, Brandy Nālani McDougall, Deborah Madsen, Diveena Seshetta
Marcus, Sabine N. Meyer, Carol Miller, David L. Moore, Birgit Brander Rasmussen, Mark Rifkin,
Kenneth M. Roemer, Oliver Scheiding, Lee Schweninger, Stephanie A. Sellers, Kathryn W. Shanley,
Leah Sneider, David Stirrup, Theodore C. Van Alst, Jr., Tammy Wahpeconiah
  history of native american literature: The Native American in American Literature Roger
Rock, 1985-05-22 This bibliography is a starting point for those interested in researching the
American Indian in literature or American Indian literature. Designed to augment other major
bibliographies, it classifies all relevant bibliographies and critical works and supplies listings not
cited by them. The author's general introduction provides bibliographical background for those
beginning research in the field. Cited works are listed alphabetically by the author's or editor's last
name in each of three categories: bibliographies; works about the Indian in literature; and Indian
literature. Each citation is numbered and the cross-referenced subject and author indexes refer to
each work by number, thereby facilitating speedy reference.
  history of native american literature: Native American Literature Helen May Dennis,
2006-11-22 Considering Native American literature within a modernist framework, and comparing it
with writers such as Woolf, Stein, T.S Eliot and Proust results in a valuable and enriching context for
the selected texts.
  history of native american literature: History and Hope in American Literature Benjamin
Railton, 2016-11-10 Throughout history, creative writers have often tackled topical subjects as a
means to engage and influence public discourse. American authors—those born in the States and
those who became naturalized citizens—have consistently found ways to be critical of the more
painful pieces of the country’s past yet have done so with the patriotic purpose of strengthening the
nation’s community and future. In History and Hope in American Literature: Models of Critical
Patriotism, Ben Railton argues that it is only through an in-depth engagement with



history—especially its darkest and most agonizing elements—that one can come to a genuine form of
patriotism that employs constructive criticism as a tool for civic engagement. The author argues that
it is through such critical patriotism that one can imagine and move toward a hopeful, shared future
for all Americans. Railton highlights twelve works of American literature that focus on troubling
periods in American history, including John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath,David Bradley’s The
Chaneysville Incident, Louise Erdrich’s Love Medicine, Tony Kushner’s Angels in America, Junot
Díaz’s The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, and Dave Eggers’s What Is the What. From African
and Native American histories to the Depression and the AIDS epidemic, Caribbean and Rwandan
refugees and immigrants to global climate change, these works help readers confront, understand,
and transcend the most sorrowful histories and issues. In so doing, the authors of these books offer
hard-won hope that can help point people in the direction of a more perfect union. History and Hope
in American Literature will be of interest to students and practitioners of American literature and
history.
  history of native american literature: Native American Literature Sean Kicummah Teuton,
2018 North American indigenous literature reaches back thousands of years to when the continent's
original inhabitants first circled fires and shared tales. In this Very Short Introduction, Sean Teuton
tells the story of indigenous literature from its ancient and largely oral beginnings to its
contemporary stature in North America.
  history of native american literature: Dictionary of Native American Literature Andrew
Wiget, 1994-10-25 The Dictionary of Native American Literature is a unique, comprehensive, and
authoritative guide to the oral and written literatures of Native Americans. It lays the perfect
foundation for understanding the works of Native. The book features reports on the oral traditions of
various tribes and topics such as the relation of the Bible, dreams, oratory, humor, autobiography,
and federal land policies to Native American literature. Eight additional essays cover teaching
Native American literature, new fiction, new theater, and other important topics, and there are
bio-critical essays on more than 40 writers ranging from William Apes (who in the early 19th century
denounced white society's treatment of his people) to contemporary poet Ray Young Bear. Packed
with information that was once scattered and scarce, the Dictionary of Native American Literature -a
valuable one-volume resource-is sure to appeal to everyone interested in Native American history,
culture, and literature.
  history of native american literature: The Cambridge History of American Literature:
Volume 1, 1590-1820 Sacvan Bercovitch, Cyrus R. K. Patell, 1997-01-28 Volume I of The
Cambridge History of American Literature was originally published in 1997, and covers the colonial
and early national periods and discusses the work of a diverse assemblage of authors, from
Renaissance explorers and Puritan theocrats to Revolutionary pamphleteers and poets and novelists
of the new republic. Addressing those characteristics that render the texts distinctively American
while placing the literature in an international perspective, the contributors offer a compelling new
evaluation of both the literary importance of early American history and the historical value of early
American literature.
  history of native american literature: American Indian Literature Kimberly
Wieser-Weryackwe, 2025-07-10 Discover the essential people, works, movements, and themes in
American Indian literature. American Indian literature is a varied and vibrant collection of
Indigenous artistic expression. American Indian novelists, poets, essayists, and critics have over the
last four centuries asserted powerful forms of intellectual and artistic sovereignty, writing in English
while building on discrete tribal oral traditions and forms of storytelling. This encyclopedia
introduces readers to the key historical and contemporary figures in American Indian literature and
their defining works. From the fiery sermons of Methodist minister William Apess to the Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel House Made of Dawn by N. Scott Momaday to the critically acclaimed and
commercially successful novels of Louise Erdrich, this book illustrates the indelible and influential
imprint American Indians have on the landscape of American letters. Readers are also introduced to
the key themes and context of American Indian literature, exploring how it is inextricable from



American literary history, the American literary canon, and the narrative of American history: not on
the fringes of the American experience, but central to it.
  history of native american literature: The Cambridge History of American Literature: Volume
2, Prose Writing 1820-1865 Sacvan Bercovitch, Cyrus R. K. Patell, 1994 This is the fullest and
richest account of the American Renaissance available in any literary history. The narratives in this
volume made for a four-fold perspective on literature: social, cultural, intellectual and aesthetic.
Michael D. Bell describes the social conditions of the literary vocation that shaped the growth of a
professional literature in the United States. Eric Sundquist draws upon broad cultural patterns: his
account of the writings of exploration, slavery, and the frontier is an interweaving of disparate
voices, outlooks and traditions. Barbara L. Packer's sources come largely from intellectual history:
the theological and philosophical controversies that prepared the way for transcendentalism.
Jonathan Arac's categories are formalist: he sees the development of antebellum fiction as a dialectic
of prose genres, the emergence of a literary mode out of the clash of national, local and personal
forms. Together, these four narratives constitute a basic reassessment of American prose-writing
between 1820 and 1865. It is an achievement that will remain authoritative for our time and that will
set new directions for coming decades in American literary scholarship.
  history of native american literature: A History of British, Irish and American
Literature Hans-Peter Wagner, 2021-10-04 The third revised and enlarged edition contains
discussions of British, Irish and American literary works up to 2020. Focussing on outstanding
writings in prose, poetry, drama and non-fiction, the book covers the time from the Anglo-Saxon
period to the 21st century. The feature that makes this literary history unique among its rivals is the
coverage of television/web series as a particular form of postmodern drama. The chapters on recent
drama now contain detailed analyses of the development of TV and web series from Britain, Ireland
and America, with extensive discussions of those series now considered classics. In addition, there
are several major innovative features. To begin with, each century is introduced by a survey of the
socio-political and cultural backgrounds in which the literary works are embedded. Furthermore,
extensive visual material (more than 160 engravings, cartoons and paintings) has been integrated.
This visual aspect as well as the introductory sections on art for each century give the reader an
excellent idea of the symbiosis between visual and literary representations. Further innovative
aspects include - discussions of non-fictional works from literary criticism and theory, travel writing,
historiography, and the social sciences - analyses of such popular genres as crime fiction, science
fiction, fantasy, the Western, horror fiction, and children’s literature - footnotes explaining technical
and historical terms and events - a detailed glossary of literary terms - chronological tables for
British/Anglo-Irish and American literatures an updated (cut-off date 2020), extensive bibliography
containing suggestions for further reading
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