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American History Textbook: A Gateway to Understanding America's Past

american history textbook serves as more than just a collection of dates and
events; it is a window into the complex story of a nation. Whether you’'re a
student, teacher, or history enthusiast, an American history textbook
provides essential context and narratives that illuminate the country’s
journey from its indigenous roots through colonization, independence, civil
strife, and modern development. In this article, we’ll explore what makes an
American history textbook invaluable, how it has evolved over time, and tips
for getting the most out of this educational resource.

The Role of an American History Textbook in
Education

When you pick up an American history textbook, you’re engaging with a curated
outline of the nation’s past. These books are designed not only to inform but
also to foster critical thinking about historical events, societal changes,
and cultural developments. The best history textbooks weave together
political milestones, economic trends, social movements, and personal stories
to provide a multifaceted understanding of America.

Bridging the Past and Present

One of the key roles of an American history textbook is to connect historical
events to contemporary issues. For example, discussions about the Civil
Rights Movement often lead to conversations about racial equality today. By
exploring the causes and consequences of pivotal moments, textbooks encourage
readers to see history as a living dialogue rather than a static timeline.

Building Critical Thinking Skills

Modern American history textbooks often include primary source documents,
such as letters, speeches, and photographs. These excerpts invite readers to
analyze perspectives from the past, question biases, and interpret evidence.
This approach helps students develop skills in evaluating information, an
ability that is crucial in today’s information-rich world.



Evolution of American History Textbooks

The content and style of American history textbooks have transformed
significantly over the decades. Early textbooks were often Eurocentric and
focused heavily on political leaders and military events. However,
contemporary textbooks strive to be more inclusive, incorporating diverse
voices and experiences.

From Traditional to Inclusive Narratives

Historically, textbooks centered on prominent figures like presidents and
generals, painting a somewhat narrow picture of American history. Today'’s
textbooks aim to include stories of Native Americans, African Americans,
women, immigrants, and other marginalized groups. This shift not only
provides a richer historical tapestry but also fosters empathy and
understanding across different communities.

Incorporating Multiple Perspectives

A modern American history textbook acknowledges that history is complex and
multifaceted. It presents conflicting viewpoints and encourages readers to
understand the reasons behind differing interpretations of events. For
example, coverage of the American Revolution might explore the perspectives
of colonists, Loyalists, Native tribes, and enslaved people, offering a more
nuanced understanding of the era.

Choosing the Right American History Textbook

With so many textbooks available, selecting the right one can be
overwhelming. Whether for academic purposes or personal study, it’s important
to consider several factors to ensure the textbook meets your needs.

Consider the Level and Purpose

American history textbooks come in a range of complexity from elementary
school editions to advanced college-level texts. Understanding your learning
goals is crucial. Are you looking for a comprehensive overview, a thematic
study, or a textbook that emphasizes certain periods like the Civil War or
the 20th century? Knowing your purpose helps narrow down your options.



Look for Updated and Balanced Content

History is an ever-evolving field, with new research and interpretations
continually emerging. Choose textbooks that are current and reflect ongoing
scholarship. Balanced content that presents multiple sides of controversial
issues can provide a more honest and engaging study experience.

Check for Supplementary Materials

Many American history textbooks come with additional resources such as
timelines, maps, glossaries, and online portals. These tools can enhance
understanding and retention. For teachers, accompanying lesson plans and test
banks can be invaluable.

Tips for Making the Most of Your American
History Textbook

Owning a textbook is just the first step. To truly benefit from it, engaging
actively and thoughtfully is essential.

Annotate and Highlight Strategically

As you read, underline key points, write margin notes, and highlight
important dates or concepts. This active reading helps reinforce memory and
allows you to quickly review vital information later.

Use the Textbook as a Starting Point

An American history textbook provides a solid foundation, but don’t hesitate
to go beyond it. Supplement your learning with documentaries, historical
fiction, podcasts, and visits to museums or historical sites. Diverse sources
deepen your understanding and keep the subject lively.

Discuss and Debate

History thrives on discussion. Whether in a classroom or informal setting,
talking about what you’ve read can clarify ideas and expose you to new
viewpoints. Debate controversial topics found in the textbook to sharpen your
analytical skills.



The Impact of Digital and Interactive American
History Textbooks

The rise of technology has revolutionized how American history textbooks are
delivered and consumed. Digital and interactive versions offer dynamic
learning experiences that traditional print books cannot match.

Interactive Features Enhance Engagement

Many electronic textbooks include integrated quizzes, videos, and interactive
maps. These features make history more accessible and engaging, especially
for younger learners who benefit from varied content formats.

Accessibility and Convenience

Digital textbooks can be accessed on multiple devices, allowing learners to
study anytime and anywhere. Features like search functions and hyperlinks to
additional resources streamline the research process.

Challenges and Considerations

While digital American history textbooks have many advantages, they also
require reliable internet access and compatible devices. Moreover, some
learners may prefer physical books for ease of note-taking and reduced screen
time.

Why an American History Textbook Still Matters
Today

In an era of rapid change and information overload, a well-crafted American
history textbook remains a cornerstone of education. It offers a structured,
reliable, and comprehensive narrative that helps individuals make sense of
the present by understanding the past.

By guiding readers through the triumphs, struggles, and transformations that
shaped the United States, these textbooks foster citizenship, cultural
awareness, and critical thinking. Whether you’re delving into the founding
documents, exploring the civil rights era, or analyzing the impact of
industrialization, an American history textbook is an indispensable companion
on your journey through the nation’s story.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes covered in a typical
American history textbook?

A typical American history textbook covers themes such as colonization, the
American Revolution, the Constitution, Civil War, Reconstruction,
industrialization, the World Wars, civil rights movements, and contemporary
American society.

How do American history textbooks address the topic
of indigenous peoples?

American history textbooks increasingly include the perspectives and
histories of indigenous peoples, discussing their cultures, the impact of
European colonization, treaties, displacement, and ongoing issues affecting
Native American communities.

What role do primary sources play in American
history textbooks?

Primary sources such as letters, speeches, photographs, and official
documents are used in American history textbooks to provide firsthand
accounts and evidence, helping students develop critical thinking and a
deeper understanding of historical events.

How have American history textbooks evolved to
include diverse perspectives?

American history textbooks have evolved by incorporating the experiences and
contributions of minorities, women, and marginalized groups, moving beyond a
Eurocentric narrative to present a more inclusive and accurate portrayal of
American history.

What controversies surround the content of American
history textbooks?

Controversies include debates over the portrayal of slavery, the Civil War,
indigenous history, and social movements, with disagreements about what
should be emphasized or omitted, reflecting different political and cultural
viewpoints.

How do American history textbooks approach the
teaching of the Civil Rights Movement?

They typically cover key events, figures, legislation, and social changes of



the Civil Rights Movement, highlighting the struggle for racial equality and
the impact of activists like Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Malcolm
X.

Are American history textbooks standardized across
all states?

No, American history textbooks are not standardized nationwide; each state
often has its own standards and approval processes, resulting in variations
in content, emphasis, and perspective depending on local educational
policies.

What is the importance of American history textbooks
in education?

American history textbooks are crucial for providing students with a
structured and comprehensive overview of the nation's past, helping them
understand cultural heritage, civic responsibilities, and the historical
context of current events.

How do American history textbooks incorporate recent
historical events?

Recent editions of American history textbooks are updated to include
significant events from the late 20th and early 21st centuries, such as the
September 11 attacks, the War on Terror, economic crises, and social
movements like Black Lives Matter.

Additional Resources

American History Textbook: An Analytical Review of Its Role and Relevance in
Modern Education

american history textbook serves as a foundational resource in classrooms
across the United States, shaping students’ understanding of the nation’s
complex past. The significance of these textbooks extends beyond mere dates
and events; they are pivotal in framing narratives, influencing perspectives,
and fostering critical thinking about American identity and values. In an era
marked by evolving educational standards and diverse viewpoints, evaluating
the content, structure, and pedagogical approach of American history
textbooks becomes essential for educators, parents, and policymakers alike.

The Evolution and Purpose of American History



Textbooks

American history textbooks have undergone substantial transformation over the
decades. Historically, they tended to emphasize patriotic themes and a linear
progression of events that celebrated national achievements. However, recent
editions reflect a broader, more inclusive representation of the country’s
multifaceted history, incorporating perspectives from marginalized groups and
addressing contentious topics with greater nuance.

The primary purpose of these textbooks is to provide a coherent narrative
that aligns with curriculum standards while engaging students in a meaningful
exploration of past events. They act as a guide for teachers, offering
structured lesson plans, primary source documents, and discussion prompts.
Importantly, they also serve to instill civic knowledge and historical
literacy, which are crucial for informed citizenship.

Content Coverage and Thematic Balance

One of the critical factors in assessing an American history textbook is the
scope and depth of its content. Modern textbooks strive to cover a wide
chronological span—from pre-Columbian times and colonial history through the
Revolutionary War, Civil War, Reconstruction, the World Wars, Civil Rights
Movement, and contemporary issues such as globalization and technological
advancements.

A balanced thematic approach is evident in how textbooks now integrate
social, economic, political, and cultural histories. For instance, alongside
political milestones, they explore the experiences of Native Americans,
African Americans, women, immigrants, and other ethnic groups. This inclusive
approach helps students appreciate the diversity of American experiences and
the complexities underpinning historical development.

Comparison of Popular American History Textbooks

Several prominent American history textbooks are widely used in schools, each
with unique qualities:

e "The American Pageant" by David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen is known
for its engaging narrative style and comprehensive coverage, making it a
favorite among high school students.

e "America: A Narrative History" by George Brown Tindall and David E. Shi
offers a detailed and scholarly perspective, incorporating recent
historiographical debates and primary sources.



e "Give Me Liberty!" by Eric Foner focuses heavily on themes of freedom
and democracy and is praised for its clear explanations and inclusion of
diverse voices.

Each textbook's approach reflects different editorial philosophies, striking
various balances between readability, depth, and critical analysis. Educators
often select textbooks based on the specific needs of their curriculum and
student demographics.

Pedagogical Features and Learning Enhancements

Modern American history textbooks incorporate a variety of pedagogical tools
designed to enhance students' engagement and comprehension. These features
include timelines, maps, biographical sketches, and primary source excerpts
that contextualize historical events and figures.

Interactive Components and Digital Integration

With the rise of digital education, many textbooks now come with companion
websites, online quizzes, and interactive modules. These digital supplements
enable students to access multimedia content, such as videos and interactive
maps, which enrich the learning experience beyond traditional print.

Moreover, adaptive learning technologies embedded in some digital platforms
can tailor content to individual student needs, providing differentiated
instruction that supports diverse learning styles and paces.

Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills Development

A significant advancement in recent American history textbooks is the
emphasis on developing students' critical thinking abilities. Rather than
memorizing facts, students are encouraged to analyze primary sources,
evaluate differing perspectives, and construct evidence-based arguments.

Discussion questions and essay prompts interspersed throughout chapters
challenge learners to consider the causes and consequences of historical
events, fostering a more profound and nuanced understanding of American
history.



Challenges and Controversies Surrounding
American History Textbooks

Despite many improvements, American history textbooks remain at the center of
ongoing debates regarding content accuracy, ideological bias, and cultural
representation.

Content Accuracy and Historical Interpretation

The interpretation of historical events can vary widely, and textbooks
sometimes face criticism for oversimplification or omission. For example, the
portrayal of Native American histories or the legacy of slavery and
segregation may differ significantly depending on the author’s perspective or
the publisher’s guidelines.

Such discrepancies underscore the importance of critical engagement by
educators in supplementing textbook material with diverse sources and
encouraging students to question established narratives.

Political and Cultural Controversies

Textbooks have often been battlegrounds for political and cultural disputes.

Content related to topics such as the Civil Rights Movement, immigration, and
colonialism can evoke strong reactions from various communities and interest

groups.

In some states, textbook adoptions are subject to legislative review, which
may influence the portrayal of sensitive subjects. This politicization raises
concerns about academic freedom and the objective presentation of history.

Accessibility and Inclusivity in American
History Textbooks

Inclusive representation is a critical criterion for evaluating modern
American history textbooks. The inclusion of diverse voices and experiences
not only enriches the historical narrative but also promotes equity and
cultural understanding among students.

Representation of Marginalized Groups

Recent editions have made strides in highlighting contributions and struggles



of African Americans, Native Americans, Latino communities, Asian Americans,
women, and LGBTQ+ individuals. This shift reflects broader societal
recognition of previously overlooked narratives and aims to provide students
with a more holistic view of American history.

Language and Readability Considerations

Effective textbooks balance complexity with accessibility. They must present
challenging concepts and historical debates in language appropriate for the
grade level, ensuring that students with varying reading abilities can grasp
essential ideas.

Some publishers offer versions with simplified text or additional glossaries
to support English language learners and students with learning differences,
thereby broadening access to historical education.

Future Directions for American History
Textbooks

As education continues to evolve, so too will the role and design of American
history textbooks. Emerging trends suggest increased integration of digital
resources, collaborative learning tools, and interdisciplinary approaches
linking history with civics, economics, and literature.

Furthermore, the ongoing reassessment of historical narratives in response to
contemporary social movements promises even greater inclusivity and critical
engagement in future textbook editions.

American history textbooks remain indispensable in the educational landscape,
reflecting both the nation’s rich heritage and its dynamic, contested
interpretations. Their continued development will be essential in equipping
students with the historical knowledge and analytical skills necessary to
understand America’s past and contribute thoughtfully to its future.
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Criticizes the way history is presented in current textbooks, and suggests a fresh and more accurate
approach to teaching American history.

american history textbook: The First U.S. History Textbooks Barry Joyce, 2015-08-27 This
book analyzes the common narrative residing in American History textbooks published in the first
half of the 19th century. That story, what the author identifies as the American “creation” or
“origins” narrative, is simultaneously examined as both historic and “mythic” in composition. It
offers a fresh, multidisciplinary perspective on an enduring aspect of these works. The book begins
with a provocative thesis that proposes the importance of the relationship between myth and history
in the creation of America’s textbook narrative. It ends with a passionate call for a truly inclusive
story of who Americans are and what Americans aspire to become. The book is organized into three
related sections. The first section provides the context for the emergence of American History
textbooks. It analyzes the structure and utility of these school histories within the context of
antebellum American society and educational practices. The second section is the heart of the book.
It recounts and scrutinizes the textbook narrative as it tells the story of America’s emergence from
“prehistory” through the American Revolution—the origins story of America. This section identifies
the recurring themes and images that together constitute what early educators conceived as a
unified cultural narrative. Section three examines the sectional bifurcation and eventual
re-unification of the American History textbook narrative from the 1850s into the early 20th century.
The book concludes by revisiting the relationship between textbooks, the American story, and mythic
narratives in light of current debates and controversies over textbooks, American history curriculum
and a common American narrative.

american history textbook: The Beginner's American History D. H. Montgomery, 2019-11-20
In The Beginner's American History, D. H. Montgomery crafts an engaging introduction to American
history, targeting a younger audience and novice readers. The book is characterized by a clear,
accessible style that places emphasis on key events, figures, and themes, providing a readable yet
informative overview. Montgomery's work is culturally significant as it emerged during a time when
formal education systems began emphasizing patriotic education, making its straightforward
narrative a vital resource for children and young adults eager to understand their national identity
within a historical framework. D. H. Montgomery, born into a period marked by rapid social changes
and the burgeoning field of educational reform, was influenced by contemporary movements that
sought to make history more relatable to the young. His background in literature and the social
sciences guided him in presenting historical concepts in an engaging format, fostering an early
appreciation for history among readers. Montgomery's dedication to the educational needs of
children is evident in his focus on clarity and relatability. This book is highly recommended for
parents, educators, and young students alike, as it serves not only as a foundational text for
understanding American history but also instills a sense of curiosity and connection to the past.
Montgomery's engaging style makes it an excellent starting point for anyone looking to embark on
their historical journey. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your
reading experience: - Hand-picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary
brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases
for an effortless, more informed read.

american history textbook: Schoolbook Nation Joseph Moreau, 2010-02-22 A superior book. . .
. Many readers will be surprised to see that today's arguments about history education follow the
culture wars that go back to almost the beginning of the republic. Moreau's writing is engaging,
with brilliant flashes of insight, as well as balance and wit. -Gary B. Nash, Director of the National
Center for History in the Schools Taking Frances FitzGerald's textbook study America Revised as a
point of departure, Joseph Moreau in Schoolbook Nation challenges FitzGerald's premise that the
1960s were the beginning of the end of the glory days of American history education. Moreau
recounts how in the late twentieth century, cultural commentators such as historian Arthur
Schlesinger Jr. and politician Newt Gingrich preached that a new identity crisis had shaken
American history in the sixties, and that the grand unified view of our past had given way to various



interest groups, who dismantled the old national narrative while demanding a more inclusive
curriculum for their children. Moreau discovered, however, that American history, while grand, has
never been unified. Delving into more than 100 history books from the last 150 years, the author
reveals that the efforts of pressure groups to influence the history curriculum are nearly as old as
the mustiest textbook. For those who would influence textbooks and teaching-Protestant elites in the
1870s, Irish-Americans in the 1920s, and conservative politicians today-the sky has always been
falling, according to Moreau. Schoolbook Nation offers a history lesson of its own: when the story of
the past is written or rewritten, truth is often a victim. With its comprehensive treatment of the
subjects of honesty and politics in the teaching of history, this is an essential book on the side of
truth in a complex debate.

american history textbook: A First Book in American History Edward Eggleston, 1899

american history textbook: Don't Know Much About American History Kenneth C. Davis,
2003-04 Presents, in question and answer format, a history of the United States from the exploration
of Christopher Columbus to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

american history textbook: Making History Bruce Olav Solheim, 2023-05-24 It's time to take
history personally. This unique text takes a personal approach to American history to get readers
excited about their own roles in making history and improving their country. Making History: A
Personal Approach to Modern American History begins with the important point that while many
textbooks cover events that have shaped America, these events didn't happen to America--they
happened to individual Americans. With this perspective in mind, students read and think differently
about post-Civil War history, including industrialization, the Spanish-American War and World Wars,
the Depression, the Cold War, the Civil Rights Era, Vietnam, the rise of modern conservatism, and
the country's current state of decline. The third edition includes a new chapter that covers the
Trump presidency, COVID-19 pandemic, January 6th attack on the Capitol, the Black Lives Matter
movement, and the election of President Joe Biden. The first history textbook to include comic book
pages, Making History features artwork by comic book artist Gary Dumm of American Splendor.
Featuring a unique and innovative approach, Making History is a fresh alternative for survey
courses in American history and historiography or classes in American civilization or popular
culture.

american history textbook: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2019-10 A powerful text by an
acclaimed historian, Give Me Liberty! delivers an authoritative, concise, and integrated American
history. In the Sixth Edition, Eric Foner addresses a question that has motivated, divided, and stirred
passionate debates: Who is an American? With new coverage of issues of inclusion and
exclusion--reinforced by new primary source features in the text and a new secondary source tutorial
online--Give Me Liberty! strengthens students' most important historical thinking skills.

american history textbook: U. S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker Janssen, John M. Lund, Todd
Pfannestiel, Pau Vickery, 2014-12-30 U.S. History is designed to meet the scope and sequence
requirements of most introductory courses. The text provides a balanced approach to U.S. history,
considering the people, events, and ideas that have shaped the United States from both the top
down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness accounts, lived experience). U.S.
History covers key forces that form the American experience, with particular attention to issues of
race, class, and gender.

american history textbook: America Revised Frances FitzGerald, 1980 Almost all of the book
appeared initially in the New Yorker. Bibliography: p. [227]-240.

american history textbook: The American Yawp Joseph L. Locke, Ben Wright, 2019-01-22 I too
am not a bit tamed—I too am untranslatable / I sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the
world.—Walt Whitman, Song of Myself, Leaves of Grass The American Yawp is a free, online,
collaboratively built American history textbook. Over 300 historians joined together to create the
book they wanted for their own students—an accessible, synthetic narrative that reflects the best of
recent historical scholarship and provides a jumping-off point for discussions in the U.S. history
classroom and beyond. Long before Whitman and long after, Americans have sung something




collectively amid the deafening roar of their many individual voices. The Yawp highlights the
dynamism and conflict inherent in the history of the United States, while also looking for the
common threads that help us make sense of the past. Without losing sight of politics and power, The
American Yawp incorporates transnational perspectives, integrates diverse voices, recovers
narratives of resistance, and explores the complex process of cultural creation. It looks for America
in crowded slave cabins, bustling markets, congested tenements, and marbled halls. It navigates
between maternity wards, prisons, streets, bars, and boardrooms. The fully peer-reviewed edition of
The American Yawp will be available in two print volumes designed for the U.S. history survey.
Volume I begins with the indigenous people who called the Americas home before chronicling the
collision of Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans.The American Yawp traces the development
of colonial society in the context of the larger Atlantic World and investigates the origins and
ruptures of slavery, the American Revolution, and the new nation's development and rebirth through
the Civil War and Reconstruction. Rather than asserting a fixed narrative of American progress, The
American Yawp gives students a starting point for asking their own questions about how the past
informs the problems and opportunities that we confront today.

american history textbook: American History Textbooks Gilbert T. Sewall, 1987

american history textbook: Sports in American History Gerald R. Gems, Linda ]J. Borish,
Gertrud Pfister, 2022-04-19 Sports in American History: From Colonization to Globalization, Third
Edition, journeys from the early American past to the present to help students grasp the compelling
evolution of American sporting practices.

american history textbook: U.S. History Openstax, P. Scott Corbett, Volker Janssen, 2022-04
U.S. History is designed to meet the scope and sequence requirements of most introductory courses.
The text provides a balanced approach to U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that
have shaped the United States from both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom
up (eyewitness accounts, lived experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American
experience, with particular attention to issues of race, class, and gender.

american history textbook: American History James West Davidson, Michael B. Stoff, Jennifer
L. Bertolet, 2016

american history textbook: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2019 The leading U.S. history
textbook, with a new focus on Who is an American?

american history textbook: History Textbooks American Textbook Council, 1994 Based on
expert review and research, this book provides an innovative standard and guide to social studies
textbooks used in kindergarten through 12th grade classrooms for content, style, and design. The
standards provide a foundation for individuals to select satisfactory textbooks and to help educators
and school boards in the adoption of instructional materials. Chapter 1 addresses the problems of
textbook content and style. Chapter 2 discusses the vast business of social studies publishing and
the increased complexity of textbook packaging with the movement away from state-level adoption
of textbooks. Chapter 3 focuses on the content of social studies textbooks with a comparison of past
and present textbooks, a discussion of revisionism and reality, and a look at religion in textbooks.
Chapter 4 examines the style and story of textbooks and finds that although the content of past
textbooks may be flawed, the prose is superior to recent textbooks. Ideas on narrative, readability,
vocabulary, instructional design, history, and style provide ways for textbooks to improve. Chapter 5
addresses the issue of format and proposes clarity and simplicity in technical design of books.
Chapter 6 provides an outline to review textbooks for content and style and instructional activities
and teacher guidance materials for usefulness. Chapter 7 includes an annotated list of the major
U.S. and world history textbooks. (CK)

american history textbook: Problems in US History Jim Cook, 2019-03-07 In presenting
students with diverse issues and interests, the selections in Problems in U.S. History help readers
think critically about the social, political, and cultural issues that have shaped America. The readings
provide students exposure to the unique perspectives of various historians and the challenges of an
evolving country. The anthology explores the place of food in historic events, a history of the



Puritans, Native Americans and historical consciousness in the 19th century, industrial capitalism,
changes in the labor force in recent times, and more. Each reading is framed by an introduction,
which places it in context and prepares students for effective reading, and post-reading questions
that encourage students to explore and analyze ideas and information. The second edition features
new readings on American Reconstruction and the 19th century roots of the Stone-Campbell
Movement. Problems in U.S. History helps students understand that history is more than a sequence
of events, composed of the challenges people experience, the values they hold, and the changes in
culture that occur with the evolution of a specific place. It is an ideal textbook for foundational
courses in U.S. history.

american history textbook: Give Me Liberty! Eric Foner, 2006 Give Me Liberty! An American
History is a concise, clear, and inclusive narrative of American history written by distinguished
historian Eric Foner.

american history textbook: Making History Bruce Solheim, 2017-08-16 It's time to take
history personally. This unique text takes a personal approach to American history to get readers
excited about their own roles in making history and empower them to make changes for the
betterment of their country. Making History: A Personal Approach to Modern American History
begins with the important point that while most standard textbooks refer to events that have shaped
America, these events didn't happen to America - they happened to individual Americans. It is
individuals who give their lives in armed conflicts and lose their homes during financial downturns.
With this perspective in mind, students are prepared to read and think differently about post-Civil
War history, including industrialization, the Spanish-American War and World Wars, the Depression,
the Cold War, the Civil Rights Era, Vietnam, the rise of modern conservatism, and the country's
current state of decline. This edition features a new chapter on reconstruction and an assessment of
the Obama presidency and the 2016 presidential election. The first history textbook to include comic
book pages, Making History features artwork by comic book artist Gary Dumm of American
Splendor. With its non-traditional take on events and their impacts, Making History is a fresh
alternative for survey courses in American history and historiography or classes in American
civilization or popular culture.
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