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American Psycho Book: A Deep Dive into Bret Easton Ellis’s Controversial Masterpiece

american psycho book is a novel that has sparked intense debates, garnered cult status, and left a
lasting impact on modern literature since its publication in 1991. Written by Bret Easton Ellis, this
dark and disturbing narrative delves into the mind of Patrick Bateman, a wealthy New York
investment banker who leads a double life as a serial killer. The book’s blend of satirical social
commentary, psychological horror, and graphic violence has made it a standout work in the genre of
transgressive fiction.

In this article, we’ll explore the various facets of the american psycho book, from its themes and
characters to its cultural significance and controversies. Whether you’re a first-time reader curious
about this infamous novel or someone looking to deepen your understanding of its complex layers,
this guide offers a comprehensive and engaging look at one of the most talked-about books of the
late 20th century.

Understanding the Context of the American Psycho
Book

To fully appreciate the american psycho book, it’s helpful to understand the cultural and historical
backdrop against which Bret Easton Ellis wrote it. The late 1980s and early 1990s in the United
States were characterized by excess, greed, and a kind of moral numbness, especially in elite circles.
Wall Street was booming, consumerism was rampant, and the “yuppie” lifestyle was at its peak.

Patrick Bateman, the protagonist, embodies this era’s superficiality and materialism. He is obsessed
with brand names, appearances, and social status, which makes him a perfect symbol of the hollow
consumer culture Ellis critiques. The novel’s setting in Manhattan’s high society exposes the
emptiness behind the glamorous façade, making the american psycho book a sharp satire of
capitalism and privilege.

The Author’s Background and Writing Style

Bret Easton Ellis was already known for his earlier novel, “Less Than Zero,” which also explored
themes of alienation among wealthy youth. With american psycho book, Ellis pushed boundaries
further, employing a cold, detached narrative style that mimics Bateman’s clinical mindset. The
prose is minimalist and often repetitive, reflecting the monotony and emptiness of Bateman’s life.

Ellis’s writing is deliberately provocative, blending mundane descriptions of consumer products with
graphic scenes of violence. This juxtaposition unsettles readers and forces them to confront the dark
undercurrents lurking beneath the surface of modern society.



The Complex Character of Patrick Bateman

At the heart of the american psycho book is Patrick Bateman, a character who is as fascinating as he
is horrifying. He is a paradox: charming and educated on one hand, yet utterly devoid of empathy
and consumed by psychopathic impulses on the other.

Bateman’s Dual Life

Bateman’s existence is a chilling exploration of duality. By day, he is a successful investment banker,
blending seamlessly into the upper echelons of New York’s elite. By night, however, he indulges in
brutal acts of violence and murder, often described in agonizing detail.

This split between public persona and private monstrosity raises questions about identity and sanity.
Is Bateman’s violence real, or is it a manifestation of his fractured psyche? The novel intentionally
blurs these lines, adding layers of psychological complexity.

Symbolism and Themes Embodied by Bateman

Patrick Bateman symbolizes more than just a serial killer; he represents the moral decay and
dehumanization associated with unchecked capitalism and consumerism. His obsession with status
symbols—designer suits, exclusive restaurants, and pop music—illustrates how identity can become
reduced to superficial markers.

The american psycho book uses Bateman’s character to explore themes such as:

- Alienation and loneliness despite social connectivity.
- The emptiness of materialism and the search for meaning.
- The desensitization to violence in media and culture.
- The fragility of human sanity in a world obsessed with appearances.

The Controversy and Reception of the American Psycho
Book

No discussion about the american psycho book would be complete without addressing the
controversy it ignited upon release. The novel’s graphic depictions of violence, particularly against
women, led to bans and censorship attempts in several countries.

Public and Critical Reactions

Upon publication, many critics condemned the book for its explicit content, accusing Ellis of
glorifying violence and misogyny. Some bookstores refused to stock it, and Ellis himself faced



personal and professional backlash.

However, over time, a significant number of literary critics and readers began to appreciate the
novel’s satirical and psychological depth. It was recognized not merely as shock literature but as a
potent critique of a superficial society and a dark exploration of the human psyche.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The american psycho book’s influence extends beyond literature. In 2000, it was adapted into a cult
classic film starring Christian Bale as Patrick Bateman. The movie preserved much of the book’s
dark humor and unsettling tone, introducing the story to a broader audience.

The novel and film have since inspired countless discussions, academic analyses, and references in
popular culture, highlighting their lasting relevance in conversations about consumerism, identity,
and violence.

Why You Should Read the American Psycho Book

If you’re considering whether to pick up the american psycho book, it’s worth understanding what
makes it a compelling read despite its difficult subject matter.

Insight into Modern Society

The book offers a unique lens through which to examine the obsession with wealth, status, and
image that still pervades contemporary culture. Bateman’s world, though extreme, is a distorted
mirror reflecting real societal issues.

A Challenge to Readers

The novel challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about violence, mental health, and
moral ambiguity. It pushes boundaries and provokes thought, making it a valuable read for those
interested in psychological thrillers or social critique.

Literary Merit and Style

Beyond its content, Ellis’s writing style is noteworthy for its ability to evoke a sense of detachment
and unease. The narrative’s structure and tone serve as a masterclass in how form can enhance
thematic storytelling.



Tips for Reading and Understanding the American
Psycho Book

Given the book’s complexity and intensity, approaching it with the right mindset can enhance your
reading experience.

Prepare for Graphic Content: Be aware that the novel contains explicit scenes that some
readers may find disturbing.

Focus on Themes: Try to look beyond the surface violence and consider the social
commentary and psychological themes.

Consider the Ambiguity: Keep in mind that the novel blurs the line between reality and
Bateman’s imagination, inviting multiple interpretations.

Don’t Rush: Take your time to digest the narrative and reflect on its implications.

Exploring reviews, critical essays, or watching the film adaptation after reading can also provide
additional insights and enrich your understanding.

The american psycho book remains a provocative and influential work, inviting readers to examine
the darkest corners of human nature and the society we live in. Its complex protagonist, sharp social
critique, and unsettling narrative style ensure that it continues to captivate and challenge audiences
decades after its initial publication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the book 'American Psycho'?
'American Psycho' explores themes of consumerism, identity, and the superficial nature of 1980s
yuppie culture, alongside a critique of capitalism and materialism through the lens of its protagonist,
Patrick Bateman.

Who is the author of 'American Psycho' and when was it
published?
'American Psycho' was written by Bret Easton Ellis and was first published in 1991.

Why was 'American Psycho' considered controversial upon its
release?
The book was controversial due to its graphic depictions of violence, particularly sexual violence,
which led to it being banned or censored in various countries and sparked significant public debate.



Is 'American Psycho' based on a true story?
No, 'American Psycho' is a work of fiction. While it references real cultural elements of the 1980s,
the story and characters are entirely fictional.

How does 'American Psycho' portray the character Patrick
Bateman?
Patrick Bateman is depicted as a wealthy, materialistic Wall Street professional who leads a double
life as a serial killer, embodying the emptiness and moral decay of 1980s corporate culture.

Has 'American Psycho' been adapted into other media?
Yes, 'American Psycho' was adapted into a film in 2000 starring Christian Bale. There have also been
stage adaptations and discussions about TV adaptations.

What literary style is used in 'American Psycho'?
'American Psycho' uses a first-person narrative style with a detached, clinical tone that reflects the
protagonist’s psychopathic mindset and the emptiness of his social environment.

What impact has 'American Psycho' had on popular culture?
'American Psycho' has influenced various aspects of popular culture, including fashion, music, and
film, and remains a reference point for discussions about materialism, identity, and the dark side of
capitalism.

Additional Resources
American Psycho Book: A Deep Dive into Bret Easton Ellis’s Controversial Masterpiece

american psycho book stands as one of the most provocative and polarizing novels of the late 20th
century. Written by Bret Easton Ellis and published in 1991, this work has garnered both critical
acclaim and intense controversy for its unflinching portrayal of violence, consumerism, and the dark
underbelly of 1980s yuppie culture. As a cultural artifact, the american psycho book is often
dissected for its commentary on identity, morality, and capitalism, making it a subject of enduring
fascination for literary critics, sociologists, and readers alike.

Context and Background of the American Psycho Book

Set against the backdrop of Manhattan’s elite social scene during the late 1980s, the american
psycho book introduces readers to Patrick Bateman, a wealthy investment banker who leads a
double life as a serial killer. Ellis’s narrative captures not only Bateman’s psychopathic tendencies
but also the superficiality and vacuity of the Wall Street lifestyle. The novel emerged at a time when
the excesses of the 1980s were being critically reevaluated, with Wall Street’s greed and
materialism reaching a cultural crescendo.



Bret Easton Ellis, already known for his debut novel *Less Than Zero*, pushed boundaries even
further with american psycho book. The novel was initially met with widespread controversy due to
its graphic depictions of violence and sexual content. Various bookstores refused to stock it, and
some critics condemned it as gratuitously violent. Despite—or perhaps because of—this, the book
became a cult classic and a defining work of transgressive fiction.

In-Depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative Style

The american psycho book is not merely a thriller or horror story; it operates on multiple thematic
levels. At its core, the novel is a chilling exploration of alienation and identity fragmentation. Patrick
Bateman’s character embodies the extreme consequences of a society obsessed with image and
consumerism. His obsession with brands, appearances, and social status serves as a critique of the
superficial values dominating 1980s America.

The Role of Consumerism and Materialism

One of the most striking features of the american psycho book is its exhaustive cataloging of
consumer goods—from designer suits to high-end restaurants. Bateman’s monologues on products
and pop culture are detailed, almost obsessive, highlighting his detachment from genuine human
emotion. This fixation on material possessions illustrates how consumerism becomes a substitute for
meaningful connection, reinforcing the novel’s critique of capitalism’s dehumanizing effects.

Violence as Social Commentary

The graphic violence in american psycho book often overshadows its thematic richness, but it serves
a deliberate purpose. Rather than gratuitous shock value alone, Ellis uses violence to expose the
brutality that lurks beneath polished surfaces. Bateman’s acts are extreme manifestations of inner
emptiness and societal decay. The disturbing nature of the violence forces readers to confront
uncomfortable truths about desensitization and the potential darkness within affluent societies.

Narrative Style and Reliability

Ellis employs a first-person narrative that immerses readers in Bateman’s disturbed psyche. The
prose is clinical and detached, mirroring the protagonist’s emotional numbness. Notably, the novel
plays with the concept of an unreliable narrator. Throughout the book, it becomes increasingly
unclear which events are real and which may be hallucinations or fantasies. This ambiguity adds a
layer of complexity, inviting readers to question the nature of reality and identity in the story.

The Impact and Legacy of the American Psycho Book

Since its publication, the american psycho book has influenced a wide range of media and academic



discourse. The novel’s cultural critique resonates beyond literature, inspiring adaptations and
scholarly analysis.

Film Adaptation and Popular Culture

In 2000, the american psycho book was adapted into a film starring Christian Bale as Patrick
Bateman. The movie retained much of the novel’s dark humor and satirical edge while navigating
the challenges of portraying graphic content on screen. The film’s success brought renewed
attention to the book, cementing its place in popular culture.

Critical Reception and Academic Perspectives

While initial reactions to the american psycho book were mixed, with some condemning its explicit
content, over time it has been reassessed as a significant work of contemporary literature. Scholars
often examine the novel through lenses of postmodernism, psychoanalysis, and social criticism. Its
commentary on consumerism and identity fragmentation aligns with broader academic discussions
about late capitalism and media saturation.

Key Features and Considerations for Readers

For those approaching the american psycho book, it is important to recognize its challenging content
and complex narrative. Here are some key aspects to consider:

Graphic Content: The novel contains explicit violence and sexual scenes that may be
disturbing to some readers.

Satirical Tone: Despite its dark themes, the book often employs satire and dark humor to
critique societal norms.

Complex Protagonist: Patrick Bateman is a deeply flawed and unreliable narrator, making
the story’s reality ambiguous.

Social Critique: The novel serves as a mirror to the excesses and superficiality of 1980s
capitalist culture.

Literary Style: Ellis’s prose is minimalist and repetitive at times, reflecting the monotony and
emptiness of Bateman’s world.

Readers drawn to psychological thrillers, social satire, or explorations of identity will find the
american psycho book a provocative and thought-provoking experience. However, those sensitive to
violence should approach the novel with caution.



Comparisons to Other Works

The american psycho book is often compared to other works of transgressive fiction such as Chuck
Palahniuk’s *Fight Club* or Irvine Welsh’s *Trainspotting*. Like these novels, it challenges
mainstream sensibilities and explores themes of alienation, violence, and societal critique. However,
Ellis’s focus on the intersection of capitalism and psychopathy is distinctive, offering a unique lens
on the psychological consequences of consumer culture.

The novel also shares thematic links with classic dystopian literature in its portrayal of a fractured,
dehumanized society. Yet, its setting within a recognizable contemporary world makes its warnings
more immediate and unsettling.

---

The american psycho book remains a compelling, if controversial, exploration of the dark facets of
human nature and consumer-driven society. Its enduring relevance lies in its ability to provoke
reflection on the cost of material obsession and the complexities of identity in a fractured world.
Whether approached as a psychological thriller, social critique, or literary experiment, Bret Easton
Ellis’s novel continues to challenge and engage readers decades after its initial publication.

American Psycho Book

Find other PDF articles:
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  american psycho book: American Psycho Bret Easton Ellis, 2000 An international bestseller
and true modern classic Patrick Bateman is twenty-six and works on Wall Street; he is handsome,
sophisticated, charming and intelligent. He is also a psychopath. Taking us to a head-on collision
with America's greatest dream – and its worst nightmare – American Psycho is a bleak, bitter, black
comedy about a world we all recognize but do not wish to confront.Celebrating 40 years of
outstanding international writing, this is one of the essential Picador novels reissued in a beautiful
new series style.
  american psycho book: American Psycho Bret Easton Ellis, 1991-03-06 INTERNATIONAL
BESTSELLER • In this modern classic, the acclaimed author of The Shards explores the
incomprehensible depths of madness and captures the insanity of violence in our time or any other.
A seminal book.” —The Washington Post One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past
100 Years Patrick Bateman moves among the young and trendy in 1980s Manhattan. Young,
handsome, and well educated, Bateman earns his fortune on Wall Street by day while spending his
nights in ways we cannot begin to fathom. Expressing his true self through torture and murder,
Bateman prefigures an apocalyptic horror that no society could bear to confront. “A masterful satire
and a ferocious, hilarious, ambitious, inspiring piece of writing.... An important book.” —Katherine
Dunn, bestselling author of Geek Love
  american psycho book: American Psycho Jason Huff, Mimi Cabell, 2012
  american psycho book: Bret Easton Ellis's American Psycho Julian Murphet, 2002-01-11 This is
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part of a new series of guides to contemporary novels. The aim of the series is to give readers
accessible and informative introductions to some of the most popular, most acclaimed and most
influential novels of recent years - from 'The Remains of the Day' to 'White Teeth'. A team of
contemporary fiction scholars from both sides of the Atlantic has been assembled to provide a
thorough and readable analysis of each of the novels in question.
  american psycho book: Bret Easton Ellis Naomi Mandel, 2010-11-18 This collection of
critical essays on the American novelist Bret Easton Ellis examines the novels of his mature period:
American Psycho (1991), Glamorama (1999), and Lunar Park (2005). Taking as its starting-point
American Psycho's seismic impact on contemporary literature and culture, the volume establishes
Ellis' centrality to the scholarship and teaching of contemporary American literature in the U.S. and
in Europe. Contributors examine the alchemy of acclaim and disdain that accrues to this
controversial writer, provide an overview of growing critical material on Ellis and review the literary
and artistic significance of his recent work. Exploring key issues including violence, literature,
reality, reading, identity, genre, and gender, the contributors together provide a critical
re-evaluation of Ellis, exploring how he has impacted, challenged, and transformed contemporary
literature in the U.S. and abroad.
  american psycho book: American Psycho Bret Easton Ellis, 1993 Een seriemoordenaar
vertelt gedetailleerd over de moorden die hij pleegt en over zijn leven.
  american psycho book: Consuming and Consumed People. Violence in American Psycho
Florian Burkhardt, 2005-11-04 Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies -
Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 2,0, University of Stuttgart, language: English, abstract: Bret
Easton Ellis’American psychohas been a highly controversial book. Many critics condemned this
novel before it had been published so Ellis even had to search for a new publishing company. The
indignation atAmerican psychohad been so fierce, it verged on hysteria and some interest groups
(feminist and religious groups for instance) agitated against the author and his work1. The main
reason why critics reacted that outraged was the explicit and detailed description of violence in this
book2. In this paper I will discuss the appearence of violence inAmerican psycho.But first I want to
create a picture of social phenomena in the USA of the 80’s as they are described in the novel, in
order to provide the setting, the atmosphere in which the violence takes place. This will help to give
an opinion of this violence and to interpret it. Then I will discuss how violence is presented in the
text. In the fourth
  american psycho book: American Psycho , 2000 Patrick Bateman leads a normal, dull
existence in the office by day, but by night, he transforms into a fiendish psychopath, slaying without
motive or mercy.
  american psycho book: American Psycho Bret Easton Ellis, 2017
  american psycho book: American psycho Bret Easton Ellis, 2000 Patrick Bateman, 26 ans,
beau, riche, sophistiqué, est l'un des plus flamboyants golden boys de Wall Street. Par ailleurs, il est
psychopathe. La nuit, il dévoile sa double personnalité en agressant de simples passants, des
clochards, en tuant des prostituées, voire un ami.
  american psycho book: American Psycho Bret Easton Ellis, 2001-04 Patrick Bateman moves
among the young and trendy in 1980s Manhattan. Young, handsome, and well educated, Bateman
earns his fortune on Wall Street by day while spending his nights in ways we cannot begin to fathom.
Expressing his true self through torture and murder, Bateman prefigures an apocalyptic horror that
no society could bear to confront.
  american psycho book: American Psycho (Spanish Edition) Bret Easton Ellis, 2021-03-23 La
novela más infame de Bret Easton Ellis: un clásico contemporáneo que se ha convertido en símbolo
de una generación. El sofisticado, inteligente y vanidoso Patrick Bateman trabaja en Wall Street,
idolatra al joven magnate Donald Trump, cena en los restaurantes de moda de Nueva York y es
capaz de distinguir un traje Armani a cincuenta metros de distancia. También le gusta violar,
torturar, asesinar y desmembrar. American Psycho, la novela más polémica de Bret Easton Ellis, se
ha convertido en el reflejo más descarnado de la sociedad hipermaterialista de finales de los 80 y en



una de las obras maestras de finales del siglo xx. Bret Easton Ellis lanza una crítica corrosiva hacia
el egoísmo y la depravación del capitalismo exacerbado: un retrato desolador, irónico y
rabiosamente vigente de un mundo al borde del colapso en el que todavía vivimos. La novela más
infame de Bret Easton Ellis: un clásico contemporáneo que se ha convertido en símbolo de una
generación. «American Psycho sigue siendo la exégesis literaria más indispensable y salvaje sobre la
sociedad que hemos construido.» Irvine Welsh. ENGLISH DESCRIPTION The modern classic, the
basis of a Broadway musical, and major motion picture from Lion's Gate Films starring Christian
Bale, Chloe Sevigny, Jared Leto, and Reese Witherspoon, and directed by Mary Harron. In American
Psycho, Bret Easton Ellis imaginatively explores the incomprehensible depths of madness and
captures the insanity of violence in our time or any other. Patrick Bateman moves among the young
and trendy in 1980s Manhattan. Young, handsome, and well educated, Bateman earns his fortune on
Wall Street by day while spending his nights in ways we cannot begin to fathom. Expressing his true
self through torture and murder, Bateman prefigures an apocalyptic horror that no society could
bear to confront.
  american psycho book: American Psycho Michael Calero, 2024-06-25 Based on the hit film,
this graphic novel collects all five issues of the best-selling comic book series! See Patrick Bateman's
infamous New York City killing spree from a brand new perspective as a familiar character from the
film is revealed to be much more than they appeared. Witness the greatest hits of Patrick's
murderous rampage while exploring new revelations in the world of American Psycho, in this story
that'll make fans see Patrick's bloody story through a whole new lens. This limited series also begins
the journey of an all-new psychopath as social media obsessed millennial, Charlie (Charlene)
Carruthers, goes on a downward spiral filled with violence. Drug fueled partying leads to bloodshed
as Charlie leaves a trail of bodies on her way to discovering the truth about her dark nature.
  american psycho book: American Psycho/Less Than Zero , 2021
  american psycho book: American Psycho Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa, 2018 Based on the
electrifying novel by Bret Easton Ellis, the musical tells the story of Patrick Bateman, a young and
handsome Wall Street banker with impeccable taste and unquenchable desires. Patrick and his elite
group of friends spend their days in chic restaurants, exclusive clubs, and designer labels. But at
night, Patrick takes part in a darker indulgence, and his mask of sanity is starting to slip...
  american psycho book: “Abandon All Hope” - consumerism and loss of identity in Bret
Easton Ellis’s "American Psycho" as an example of blank fiction Anja Schiel, 2008-04-23
Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,5, University
of Hamburg (Sprach-, Literatur- und Medienwissenschaft), language: English, abstract: Bret Easton
Ellis’s American Psycho has been labeled many things from “Brat Pack Fiction” to “Generation X” to
“Minimal Realism”. While the classification of the novel might be difficult and it has often been
misunderstood for its extremely violent scenes, what is clear to the attentive reader is its critique of
consumer culture Critics have acknowledged an emergence of a large number of writings dealing
with this topic in contemporary American literature in the recent past. These novels focus on the
relationship of American youth with consumer culture with a seemingly non-elaborate content and
style. Attempts of explaining this kind of writing, which has also been called “fiction of insurgency”,
“new narrative”, “downtown writing” and “punk fiction”, range from millennial angst to the
classification of this literary movement as part of the postmodern culture. What seems clear is that
these narrations are closely related to the society they have been created in. The way these texts
incorporate products of their time as a constant accompanying element places them very clearly in a
specific time period. The apparent non-existence of complexity concerning the style, which at times
reminds the reader of a movie script or a sequence of an MTV video, has, in the case of American
Psycho, caused many critics to classify the novel as boring and deny the author the status of an
artist. Exactly this seeming meaninglessness of these novels argues in favor of a term introduced by
critics James Annesley and Elizabeth Young: Blank fiction, or Blank Generation Fiction. The term
Blank fiction seems to capture perfectly the emptiness created by consumer culture that has found
its way into these narratives not simply in its context but also by means of its language,



incorporating consumer goods into the narrative as secondary characters, in the case of American
Psycho ascribing more character to these objects than to the protagonists.
  american psycho book: Violence and Consumerism in Bret Easton Ellis’s "American Psycho"
and Chuck Palahniuk’s "Fight Club" Michael Frank, 2009-11-08 Examination Thesis from the year
2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,5, University of
Heidelberg, language: English, abstract: Art has always reflected society. [...] Fight Club examines
violence and the roots of frustration that are causing people to reach out for such radical solutions.
And that's exactly the sort of discussion we should be having about our culture. Because a culture
that doesn't examine its violence is a culture in denial, which is much more dangerous. This
assessment of Fight Club by Edward Norton, who plays the narrator in the novel’s movie adaptation,
explains the reasoning behind this thesis, which examines the basic principles of today’s consumer
culture, its connection to aggression and violence, and the way these topics are presented in two
contemporary novels: Bret Easton Ellis’s American Psycho and Chuck Palahniuk’s Fight Club. In
these books, the respective protagonists face similar deadlocks connected to life in the consumerist
world of the 1980s and 1990s. Despite, evidently, having everything a person could ask for, both
main characters’ lives remain unfulfilled, leaving them frustrated and dissatisfied. As it turns out,
acts of violence become the only thing that lets them get away from the boredom of their daily
routine and gives them a sense of satisfaction.
  american psycho book: Mary Harron’s movie adaptation of Bret Easton Ellis’s "American
Psycho". A feminist movie Tobias Utz, 2013-08-28 Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject
American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Catholic University Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, language:
English, abstract: “I'm always shocked when people want to make movies out of my books. [...] They
have cinematic scenes, they have a lot of dialogue, but often they don't have that narrative
momentum a movie needs” (Shulman, par. 12), said Bret Easton Ellis, the author of the novel
American Psycho, in an interview about movie adaptations of his books. Ellis wrote a total of seven
novels and became one of the most famous authors of postmodern American literature. His third
novel American Psycho was published in 1991 and turned into a movie in 2000 by Mary Harron. Yet,
the missing narrative momentum Ellis mentioned was not Harron’s only problem while adapting the
novel. When American Psycho was published in 1991, it was not well received. Because of its
extremely graphic scenes of violence and pornography the novel caused a chorus of outrage among
critics. Female activist groups complained that it was “a how-to novel on the torture and
dismemberment of women” (McDowell, par. 1). Ellis even received death threats and had to face
furious outcries from women... Ellis was surprised that the novel provoked such reactions because
he intended the novel to be a black comedy and a critique of the capitalist society in New York City
in the 1980s. His intention was to decry the greed, envy and the urge for conformity present at Wall
Street at that time. However, the satiric elements of his novel were almost completely overshadowed
by the violent and pornographic passages which led many people to misinterpret the novel’s
message. The reactions to Mary Harron’s movie adaptation of American Psycho were much
friendlier: Watching American Psycho is like witnessing a bravura sleight-of-hand feat. In adapting
Bret Easton Ellis's turgid, gory 1991 novel to the screen, the director Mary Harron has boiled a
bloated stew of brand names and butchery into a lean and mean horror comedy classic. (Holden,
par. 1) In view of this change of opinion from the novel to the movie adaptation, it is justified to take
a closer look at how Harron adapted Ellis’s novel. In the framework of the seminar Literature and
Media: A Kaleidoscope, this paper analyzes the rehabilitation of the novel focusing on internal
changes and the resulting changes in the effect on the audience. Mary Harron rehabilitated
American Psycho by turning it into a feminist movie.
  american psycho book: American Psycho Trivia Book: Fun Facts and Quizzes about
American Psycho Brazile WILLIAM, 2021-07-17 It's hard to believe it's been over 20 years since
American Psycho was first released (2000) but the movie still remains a cult classic to this day. And
even though Christian Bale had been acting since he was just a kid, his portrayal of Patrick Bateman
based off the character of the same name in the book will always be remembered as one of his finest.



Not to mention Bale was completely shredded in this movie. It's probably where he first starting
getting so good at body transformation as he's quite known for that throughout his career. Amaze
your friends and family with all things related to the American Psycho Movie! If you know your
movie, there are many facts and questions sure to riddle even the most die hard fan! Ready to take
the challenge? Get American Psycho Trivia Book today!
  american psycho book: Parallelism of Character and Concept in American Psycho and
Cosmopolis Timm Gehrmann, 2007-08-24 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, University of Wuppertal, course: Issues in American Society -
Literary Negotiations, 2 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: American Psycho by
Bret Easton Ellis and Cosmpolis by Don De Lillo both are stories that depict the decadence of their
time, hinting at social, moral and political issues that are of importance in their respective times. In
both books New York as the world centre of capitalism serves as a stage for two main characters
who are shapen by the enormous amounts of money they have at their disposal. The characters and
their interaction with society are the central points in both books. While Don De Lillo's Cosmopolis
deals at a time no clearly defined, which is probably supposed to be the post modern world of the
early 2000s, Bret Easton Ellis' book is set in the booming New York of the 80s where people who
work on Wall Street are treated like pop stars and many of them well known as heroes of capitalism
(e.g. Warren Buffet and Donald Trump). The book by Bret Easton Ellis takes us into this decadent
cocain addicted world, that basically revolves the hunger for parties and sex. The book by Don De
Lillo presents a totally different atmosphere. The atmosphere is rather shapen by fear of those that
have come too short in the capitalist world and the security needs of those who work on wall street
who have by now become anonymous figures, that may only be identified by their stretch limousines.
The world of Cosmopolis has become darker and more dangerous; wild parties are no longer
celebrated, just as get togethers of business people don't seem to happen in public, mainly for
security reasons. The pace of the world has also changed as computers and video transmit news
from all over the world into cars that have become indistinguishable from offices. Yet both books
have a lot in common in terms of the topics they deal with and the kinds of ch

Related to american psycho book
American Psycho - Wikipedia American Psycho is a satirical horror novel by American writer Bret
Easton Ellis, published in 1991. The story is told in the first-person by Patrick Bateman, a wealthy,
narcissistic, and vain
American Psycho: Ellis, Bret Easton: 9780679735779: : Books   In the first third of the book,
Pat Bateman, a 26-year-old who works on Wall Street, describes his designer lifestyle in excruciating
detail. This is a world in which the elegance of a
American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis | Goodreads   Taking us to head-on collision with
America's greatest dream—and its worst nightmare—American Psycho is a bleak, bitter, black
comedy about a world we all recognize
American Psycho | Introduction & Summary | Britannica   American Psycho is a horror novel
by Bret Easton Ellis that was published in 1991. It was the subject of intense controversy because of
its graphic violence
American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis: 9780679735779   Young, handsome, and well educated,
Bateman earns his fortune on Wall Street by day while spending his nights in ways we cannot begin
to fathom. Expressing his true self
American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis, Paperback - Barnes & Noble   A scathing satire of
modern capitalism wrapped in a slick shell of sociopathic sleaze, American Psycho is as grim and
disquieting as you'd expect from 1980's Wall Street
American Psycho Book: Portrait of the Psychopath as a Young Man   American Psycho Book is
a novel by Bret Easton Ellis, first published in 1991 by Vintage Books. The book offers a dark,
satirical look at consumerism and narcissism and
American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis - EBSCO   "American Psycho" is a novel by Bret Easton



Ellis, published in 1991, that delves into the life of Patrick Bateman, a wealthy investment banker in
1980s New York City
American Psycho - Bret Easton Ellis - Google Books   BRET EASTON ELLIS is the author of
Less Than Zero, The Rules of Attraction, American Psycho, The Informers, Glamorama, Lunar Park,
and Imperial Bedrooms. His works
American Psycho.: Ellis, Bret Easton: 9780330372480: : Books   Taking us to head-on collision
with America's greatest dream—and its worst nightmare— American Psycho is bleak, bitter, black
comedy about a world we all recognise

Related to american psycho book
American Psycho and its (Panned) Sequel Hit Paramount+ Next Month (Comic Book
Resources on MSN1d) In 2000, Bale starred alongside another DC film star, Jared Leto, in American
Psycho. The film, along with its 2002 sequel
American Psycho and its (Panned) Sequel Hit Paramount+ Next Month (Comic Book
Resources on MSN1d) In 2000, Bale starred alongside another DC film star, Jared Leto, in American
Psycho. The film, along with its 2002 sequel
American Psycho To Get A Comic Book Sequel (bleedingcool2y) Comic book publisher Sumerian
is to publish a comic book sequel to the movie adaptation of the novel American Psycho by Bret
Easton Ellis. which starred Christian Bale as the psychopath in question,
American Psycho To Get A Comic Book Sequel (bleedingcool2y) Comic book publisher Sumerian
is to publish a comic book sequel to the movie adaptation of the novel American Psycho by Bret
Easton Ellis. which starred Christian Bale as the psychopath in question,
A Dark R-Rated Violent Horror Comedy Is The Best Book Adaptation Ever (6d) The film is
part of pop culture, but most don't know it's based on an equally as impressive and darkly comedic
novel
A Dark R-Rated Violent Horror Comedy Is The Best Book Adaptation Ever (6d) The film is
part of pop culture, but most don't know it's based on an equally as impressive and darkly comedic
novel
Christian Bale's Patrick Bateman returns in American Psycho comic book (Yahoo2y) Patrick
Bateman is back from returning those videotapes in a new American Psycho comic. The four-issue
series will feature two different narratives around Bateman's murders. One reveals a new
Christian Bale's Patrick Bateman returns in American Psycho comic book (Yahoo2y) Patrick
Bateman is back from returning those videotapes in a new American Psycho comic. The four-issue
series will feature two different narratives around Bateman's murders. One reveals a new
'I read the most disturbing book ever - I gave it five stars but I'll never read it again' (1mon)
Readers have taken to Goodreads to share their experience of reading the cult book. One person
said: “This may be the only book I've rated 5 stars that I have NO intention of EVER reading again.”
'I read the most disturbing book ever - I gave it five stars but I'll never read it again' (1mon)
Readers have taken to Goodreads to share their experience of reading the cult book. One person
said: “This may be the only book I've rated 5 stars that I have NO intention of EVER reading again.”
Christian Bale Classic ‘American Psycho’ Getting Comic Book Adaptation: Comic-Con
(Deadline.com2y) EXCLUSIVE: LA-based comic book publisher Sumerian is lining up a comic book
series based on the 2000 horror classic American Psycho, starring Christian Bale as iconic madman
Patrick Bateman. The
Christian Bale Classic ‘American Psycho’ Getting Comic Book Adaptation: Comic-Con
(Deadline.com2y) EXCLUSIVE: LA-based comic book publisher Sumerian is lining up a comic book
series based on the 2000 horror classic American Psycho, starring Christian Bale as iconic madman
Patrick Bateman. The
Maybe The American Psycho Remake Isn’t Such A Crazy Idea (Game Rant8mon) Lionsgate's
American Psycho remake isn't as bad as skeptics think, due to fresh take on source material. (106)
New film could explore uncharted storylines from the original novel and address



Maybe The American Psycho Remake Isn’t Such A Crazy Idea (Game Rant8mon) Lionsgate's
American Psycho remake isn't as bad as skeptics think, due to fresh take on source material. (106)
New film could explore uncharted storylines from the original novel and address
American Psycho Getting Comic Book Sequel (Comicbook.com2y) Sumerian Comics today
announced that they plan to launch a comic book series following up after the events of American
Psycho, the 2000 cult classic horror/satire movie from filmmaker Mary Harron. The
American Psycho Getting Comic Book Sequel (Comicbook.com2y) Sumerian Comics today
announced that they plan to launch a comic book series following up after the events of American
Psycho, the 2000 cult classic horror/satire movie from filmmaker Mary Harron. The

Back to Home: https://lxc.avoiceformen.com

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com

