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how congress works and why you should care is a question many people ask,
especially in times of political turmoil or major national decisions.
Understanding the inner workings of the United States Congress isn’t just for
politicians or policy wonks; it’s crucial for every citizen who wants to
grasp how laws are made, how power is balanced, and how government decisions
impact daily life. Whether it's healthcare, education, taxes, or national
security, the laws passed by Congress shape the country we live in. So,
diving into how congress works and why you should care can empower you as a
voter, a community member, and a participant in democracy.

What Is Congress and Why It Matters

Congress is the legislative branch of the U.S. government, responsible for
making federal laws. It’s a bicameral body, meaning it has two chambers: the
House of Representatives and the Senate. This structure was created by the
Constitution to balance the interests of states with large populations and
those with smaller populations, ensuring fair representation across the
country.

The House of Representatives, often called simply “the House,” has 435
members who serve two-year terms. Representation here is based on population,
so states with more people have more representatives. Meanwhile, the Senate
has 100 members, two from each state, serving staggered six-year terms. This
setup means that while the House might be more responsive to public opinion,
the Senate offers stability and a longer-term perspective.

Knowing how Congress works and why you should care means recognizing that
these lawmakers draft, debate, and pass laws that affect everything from your
taxes to your rights to free speech. They also control federal spending,
declare war, and provide oversight of the executive branch. Essentially,
Congress is where much of the country’s political action happens.

The Legislative Process: How a Bill Becomes Law

One of the most important ways to understand how congress works and why you
should care is by learning how a bill becomes law. This process might seem
slow or complicated, but it’s designed to ensure careful consideration and
debate before making decisions that impact millions.



Step 1: Introduction of a Bill

Any member of Congress can introduce a bill. Once introduced, the bill is
assigned to a committee that specializes in the bill’s subject—whether that’s
education, defense, health, or another area. Committees are the gatekeepers
and play a crucial role in shaping legislation.

Step 2: Committee Review and Markup

The committee studies the bill, holds hearings, and may make changes through
a process called “markup.” If the committee votes to approve the bill, it
moves forward; if not, it often dies here. This step is vital because many
bills never make it out of committee.

Step 3: Debate and Voting in the House and Senate

Once out of committee, the bill is debated on the floor of the House or
Senate. Members discuss the pros and cons, propose amendments, and eventually
vote. To become law, a bill must pass both chambers in identical form.

Step 4: Conference Committee

If the House and Senate pass different versions of a bill, a conference
committee made up of members from both chambers works out the differences.
After agreement, both chambers vote again on the final version.

Step 5: Presidential Approval

The bill then goes to the President, who can sign it into law or veto it. If
vetoed, Congress can override the veto with a two-thirds majority vote in
both chambers.

Understanding these steps not only demystifies Congress but also shows why it
takes time to pass laws—and why public input during debates and committee
hearings can influence outcomes.

The Role of Committees and Leadership

Congress isn’t just about big speeches and votes on the floor. Much of the
real work happens behind the scenes in committees and through the leadership



structure.

Committees: The Engines of Congress

Committees specialize in different policy areas such as finance, foreign
affairs, or judiciary matters. Because Congress deals with so many complex
issues, committees allow members to develop expertise and focus on detailed
work. They hold hearings to gather information, question experts, and shape
legislation.

For example, the House Ways and Means Committee handles tax-related bills,
while the Senate Foreign Relations Committee oversees international
diplomacy. Knowing which committee handles what helps citizens track bills
that matter most to them.

Leadership Roles

Leadership in Congress guides the agenda and strategy. The Speaker of the
House, the Senate Majority Leader, and Minority Leaders have significant
influence over which bills come to the floor and how debates unfold. They
negotiate across party lines and with the President to push legislation
forward.

This leadership dynamic often explains why some bills move quickly while
others stall, underscoring the importance of political negotiation and
strategy in how congress works and why you should care.

Why Should You Care About How Congress Works?

It might seem easier to tune out the political drama and focus on your own
life, but ignoring how congress works misses the bigger picture. Here are
some compelling reasons why understanding Congress matters:

Your Voice in Democracy

Congress is made up of elected representatives who answer to you. Knowing how
they operate helps you hold them accountable. Whether through voting,
contacting your representatives, or participating in public hearings,
understanding Congress empowers you to influence decisions that affect your
community.



Impact on Everyday Life

From healthcare policies and environmental regulations to education funding
and infrastructure projects, congressional decisions impact nearly every
aspect of your life. For instance, changes in tax laws can affect your
paycheck, and laws about internet privacy can influence your online security.

The Power to Shape the Future

Congress controls the federal budget and national priorities. It decides how
much money goes to defense, social programs, and scientific research. These
choices have long-term effects on economic growth, social equity, and
national security.

Checks and Balances

Congress plays a critical role in limiting and overseeing the powers of the
President and the executive branch. This system of checks and balances is
fundamental to protecting democracy and preventing abuses of power. Being
informed about congressional actions helps you understand how government
power is balanced.

Tips for Staying Engaged with Congress

If you want to be more informed and active, here are some practical tips:

Follow Your Representatives: Use official websites and social media to
track what your senators and representatives are doing.

Understand Key Committees: Identify which committees are relevant to
issues you care about and watch their hearings or read summaries.

Read Legislative Summaries: Many organizations provide easy-to-
understand summaries of bills and congressional actions.

Participate in Public Comment: When bills are open for public input,
share your views through calls, emails, or town halls.

Stay Updated on News: Reliable news sources often analyze congressional
developments and their implications.

Engaging with Congress doesn’t require deep political expertise—just



curiosity and a willingness to learn. The more you know, the more effectively
you can advocate for your interests and those of your community.

The Bigger Picture: Congress and Civic
Responsibility

Understanding how congress works and why you should care isn’t just about
politics; it’s about being an active citizen. Democracy thrives when people
engage with the institutions that govern them. When citizens understand
congressional processes, they can better navigate the political landscape,
push for reforms, and support policies that reflect their values.

Moreover, an informed electorate strengthens democracy by reducing
misinformation and encouraging thoughtful debate. Whether it’s local town
halls or national elections, your engagement with Congress shapes the future
of the country.

---

Getting a clearer picture of how Congress operates and why it matters is a
step toward greater civic awareness and personal empowerment. When you
understand the process, you’re better equipped to influence it—and that’s a
powerful position to be in.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary role of Congress in the United
States government?
Congress is the legislative branch of the U.S. government responsible for
making laws, controlling federal spending, and representing the interests of
citizens.

How is Congress structured and why does it matter?
Congress is divided into two chambers: the House of Representatives and the
Senate. This bicameral structure ensures a balance of power and
representation between populous and smaller states.

How does a bill become a law in Congress?
A bill is introduced in either chamber, then reviewed by committees, debated,
and voted on. If both the House and Senate approve it, the bill is sent to
the President for approval or veto.



Why should citizens care about the work of Congress?
Congress makes decisions that affect taxes, healthcare, education, and
national security, directly impacting everyday life and the country’s future.

What powers does Congress have over the President
and the executive branch?
Congress can override presidential vetoes, approve federal budgets, conduct
investigations, and has the authority to impeach and remove presidents and
other officials.

How do constituents influence their congressional
representatives?
Citizens can communicate with their representatives through voting,
petitions, letters, and attending town halls, helping shape policies and
priorities.

Why is understanding the legislative process
important for democracy?
Knowing how laws are made empowers citizens to hold elected officials
accountable and participate effectively in shaping government policies.

How does Congress impact the economy and public
services?
Congress controls federal spending and taxation, influencing economic growth,
funding for public services, and resource allocation for programs like Social
Security and infrastructure.

Additional Resources
How Congress Works and Why You Should Care

how congress works and why you should care is a question that resonates
deeply within the framework of American democracy. As the legislative branch
of the United States government, Congress plays a pivotal role in shaping
laws, allocating budgets, and overseeing the executive branch. Yet, many
citizens remain uncertain about the inner workings of this institution or why
an understanding of Congress is essential to informed civic participation.
This article delves into the mechanics of Congress, explores its structure
and functions, and explains why grasping how Congress operates can empower
individuals and communities alike.



The Structure of Congress: Bicameral
Foundations

At the heart of the U.S. legislative process lies a bicameral system composed
of two chambers: the House of Representatives and the Senate. This dual-
chamber design was forged during the Constitutional Convention of 1787 as a
compromise balancing representation between populous and smaller states.

The House of Representatives

The House consists of 435 members, apportioned based on state populations as
determined by the decennial census. Representatives serve two-year terms,
making the House an institution closely attuned to public opinion and
electoral shifts. This chamber is often regarded as more responsive to the
immediate concerns of constituents, with its members focusing on local issues
and district-level interests.

The Senate

Conversely, the Senate comprises 100 members, with each state allotted two
senators regardless of population. Senators serve staggered six-year terms,
providing a degree of stability and insulation from fleeting political
trends. The Senate’s unique responsibilities include confirming presidential
appointments and ratifying treaties, granting it significant influence over
foreign policy and national governance.

How Congress Functions: The Legislative Process

Understanding how Congress works and why you should care requires a closer
look at the legislative process, which transforms ideas into binding laws
through a series of procedural steps.

Introducing and Drafting Bills

Legislation typically begins as a bill introduced by a member of either
chamber. The bill is then assigned to a relevant committee that specializes
in the bill’s subject matter—such as finance, education, or defense.
Committees play a critical gatekeeping role by holding hearings, debating,
and amending proposed legislation before it reaches the wider chamber floor.



Committee Review and Markup

Committees scrutinize bills through a markup process, where members can
propose changes and negotiate compromises. This stage is essential for
refining legislation and resolving conflicts. It also serves as a filter, as
many bills never survive committee scrutiny to reach full consideration.

Floor Debate and Voting

Once approved by committees, bills proceed to the floor of the House or
Senate, where members debate their merits and offer further amendments. The
procedures differ between the two chambers: the House often operates under
strict rules limiting debate time, while the Senate allows for extended
discussion, including the filibuster—a tactic requiring a supermajority to
close debate.

After debate, members vote on the bill. Passage requires a majority in both
chambers. If the House and Senate pass different versions, a conference
committee works out the differences. The final bill then returns to both
chambers for a vote.

Presidential Action

Once Congress passes a bill, it is sent to the President, who can sign it
into law or veto it. Congress can override a veto with a two-thirds majority
in both chambers, though this is relatively rare. The interplay between
Congress and the President shapes the ultimate fate of legislation and
reflects the system of checks and balances fundamental to U.S. governance.

Why You Should Care: The Impact of
Congressional Decisions

The significance of understanding how Congress works and why you should care
goes beyond academic interest; congressional decisions directly affect
everyday life, from healthcare and education to national security and
economic policy.

Representation and Accountability

Congress members are elected representatives tasked with voicing the concerns
of their constituents. Knowing how Congress functions enables citizens to
hold their representatives accountable, advocate for their interests, and



participate meaningfully in democratic processes. Voter engagement, public
input during committee hearings, and grassroots lobbying are all avenues
through which citizens can influence legislation.

Budget and Fiscal Policy

One of Congress’s most consequential powers is control over the federal
budget. Decisions about taxation, spending, and borrowing have long-term
effects on economic stability, social programs, and infrastructure.
Understanding congressional budgetary procedures can illuminate how policy
priorities are set and why certain programs receive funding while others do
not.

Checks and Balances

Congress serves as a check on the executive branch, preventing the
concentration of power. Through oversight hearings, investigations, and
confirmation processes, Congress ensures transparency and accountability in
government operations. This function protects democratic norms and maintains
the rule of law.

Challenges and Criticisms of Congress

No discussion of how Congress works and why you should care would be complete
without acknowledging the challenges and criticisms this institution faces.

Partisanship and Gridlock

Increasing political polarization has led to legislative gridlock, where
partisan divisions stall critical policymaking. This can frustrate public
expectations and erode trust in government effectiveness. Understanding these
dynamics helps citizens contextualize legislative delays and advocate for
reforms.

Influence of Special Interests

Lobbying and campaign finance play significant roles in shaping congressional
priorities. Critics argue that this can lead to disproportionate influence by
wealthy donors or interest groups, potentially skewing policy outcomes.
Awareness of these influences is crucial for evaluating the integrity and
fairness of the legislative process.



Complexity and Accessibility

The procedural complexity of Congress can make it difficult for ordinary
citizens to follow or engage with legislative activities. However, increased
transparency initiatives, digital resources, and civic education programs are
gradually improving public access to congressional information.

How to Engage with Congress

Understanding how Congress works and why you should care naturally leads to
questions about civic engagement. Here are practical ways citizens can
connect with their representatives and influence policy:

Contact Your Representatives: Writing emails, making phone calls, or
attending town halls to express opinions on issues.

Monitor Legislation: Using online tools like Congress.gov to track bills
and understand their implications.

Participate in Public Hearings: Providing testimony or feedback during
committee sessions.

Join Advocacy Groups: Collaborating with organizations that align with
your policy interests.

These actions not only empower individuals but also reinforce the
foundational democratic principle that government derives its power from the
consent of the governed.

In sum, how Congress works and why you should care is a vital inquiry that
touches on governance, representation, and civic responsibility. By
demystifying the legislative process and highlighting its relevance, citizens
can better navigate the complexities of policy and democracy, ensuring their
voices contribute to the nation’s future trajectory.
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  how congress works and why you should care: How Congress Works and Why You Should
Care Lee H. Hamilton, 2004-02-26 How Congress Works and Why You Should Care is a concise
introduction to the functions and vital role of the U.S. Congress by eminent former Congressman
Lee H. Hamilton. Drawing on 34 years as a U.S. Representative, Hamilton explains how Congress
reflects the diversity of the American people, serves as a forum for finding consensus, and provides
balance within the federal government. Addressing widespread public misperceptions, he outlines
areas where Congress can work better and ways for citizens to become more engaged in public
affairs through their representatives in Washington. How Congress Works and Why You Should Care
is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the inner workings of Congress, and how all
citizens can participate in its unique mission.
  how congress works and why you should care: How Congress Works and why You
Should Care Lee Hamilton, 2004 Describes what Congress is and how it works.
  how congress works and why you should care: Indianapolis Monthly , 2004-08 Indianapolis
Monthly is the Circle City’s essential chronicle and guide, an indispensable authority on what’s new
and what’s news. Through coverage of politics, crime, dining, style, business, sports, and arts and
entertainment, each issue offers compelling narrative stories and lively, urbane coverage of Indy’s
cultural landscape.
  how congress works and why you should care: Indianapolis Monthly , 2004-08 Indianapolis
Monthly is the Circle City’s essential chronicle and guide, an indispensable authority on what’s new
and what’s news. Through coverage of politics, crime, dining, style, business, sports, and arts and
entertainment, each issue offers compelling narrative stories and lively, urbane coverage of Indy’s
cultural landscape.
  how congress works and why you should care: 9/11 Final Report of the National Commission
Thomas R. Eldridge, Susan Ginsburg, Walter T. Hempel II, Janice L. Kephart, Kelly Moore, Joanne M.
Accolla, The National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United State, 2023-12-17 In the
incisive anthology, *9/11 Final Report of the National Commission*, readers are invited to explore
the intricate realities and profound reflections surrounding one of the most pivotal events in modern
history. This collection offers a comprehensive examination of the September 11 attacks, presenting
a blend of investigative journalism, detailed analysis, and poignant narrative. By weaving together a
variety of literary styles, from compelling reportage to intimate commentary, the anthology provides
a mosaic of perspectives that delve into the complexities and repercussions of the events. Central to
its discourse are key segments that illuminate lesser-known facets of the attacks, providing new
layers of understanding and insight into the broader implications for both the national and global
landscapes. Spearheaded by a diverse group of contributors, including Thomas R. Eldridge, Susan
Ginsburg, Walter T. Hempel II, and others alongside The National Commission on Terrorist Attacks
Upon the United States, this anthology bridges the individual expertise and collective experiences of
its editors and authors. As the book aligns itself with historical, cultural, and socio-political analysis,
the distinguished backgrounds of the contributors enrich the narrative, offering both empirical data
and personal reflections that capture the essence of the post-9/11 world. Their concert of voices
fosters an integrated perspective that underscores the importance of understanding the past to
navigate future challenges. This comprehensive anthology is an indispensable resource for those
seeking a deeper appreciation of the intricate tapestry woven by recent history. By engaging with
this volume, readers access a broad continuum of insights and dialogues that traverse across diverse
narratives and analyses. The 9/11 Final Report presents a unique opportunity not only to
comprehend the details of the attacks but also to engage with the enduring narratives they inspire.
This collection embodies a unique blend of educational value and multifaceted storytelling, making it
a vital addition to the scholarship of modern history and global relations.
  how congress works and why you should care: 9/11 Report: Final Report of the National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States Thomas R. Eldridge, Susan Ginsburg,
Walter T. Hempel II, Janice L. Kephart, Kelly Moore, Joanne M. Accolla, The National Commission on



Terrorist Attacks Upon the United State, 2023-11-16 The '9/11 Report: Final Report of the National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States' provides an exhaustive exploration of one
of the most pivotal moments in modern history, drawing together a range of literary styles that
include narrative history, investigative analysis, and policy evaluation. This collection stands out for
its meticulous detail and comprehensive examination of the events leading up to September 11,
2001, the day itself, and the aftermath that reshaped global relations and national security policies.
The anthology's depth illuminates critical aspects and systemic failures through compelling narrative
arcs, offering readers an unvarnished account of the multifaceted tragedy. The work is crafted by a
diverse group of contributors—Thomas R. Eldridge, Susan Ginsburg, Walter T. Hempel II, Janice L.
Kephart, Kelly Moore, and Joanne M. Accolla—alongside the esteemed National Commission. These
authors bring varied expertise from governmental, legal, and academic backgrounds, unified under
the important historical and cultural framework of post-9/11 American society. Their collective
voices coalesce to transport the reader into the heart of the investigations, offering valuable
perspectives that bridge the complex interplay between policy, governance, and lived experience in
turbulent times. This anthology is an essential addition for readers keen on understanding the
intricate web of security, politics, and personal narratives that define the post-9/11 era. Offering a
rare glimpse into the multiplicity of perspectives, it serves as both an educational resource and a
catalyst for further dialogue on counterterrorism and international affairs. The '9/11 Report' invites
readers to critically engage with the exhaustive potential of this compilation, presented in a single,
compelling volume.
  how congress works and why you should care: The 9/11 Commission Report Thomas R.
Eldridge, Susan Ginsburg, Walter T. Hempel II, Janice L. Kephart, Kelly Moore, Joanne M. Accolla,
The National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, 2018-02-05 It is perhaps
obvious to state that terrorists cannot plan and carry out attacks in the United States if they are
unable to enter the country. Yet prior to September 11, while there were efforts to enhance border
security, no agency of the U.S. government thought of border security as a tool in the
counterterrorism arsenal. Indeed, even after 19 hijackers demonstrated the relative ease of
obtaining a U.S. visa and gaining admission into the United States, border security still is not
considered a cornerstone of national security policy. We believe, for reasons we discuss in the
following pages, that it must be made one. Contents: A Factual Overview of the September 11
Border Story The September 11 Travel Operation – a Chronology Terrorist Entry and Embedding
Tactics, 1993-2001 The Redbook Terrorist Travel Tactics by Plot Al Qaeda's Organizational Structure
for Travel and Travel Tactics Immigration and Border Security Evolve, 1993 to 2001 The Intelligence
Community The State Department The Immigration and Naturalization Service Planning and
Executing Entry for the 9/11 Plot The State Department The Immigration and Naturalization Service
Finding a Fair Verdict Crisis Management and Response Post-September 11 The Intelligence
Community The Department of State The Department of Justice Response at the Borders, 9/11-9/20,
2001 The Department of Homeland Security
  how congress works and why you should care: 9/11 Final Report Thomas R. Eldridge,
Susan Ginsburg, Walter T. Hempel II, Janice L. Kephart, Kelly Moore, Joanne M. Accolla, The
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United State, 2022-11-13 The '9/11 Final Report'
offers an unparalleled exploration of the events surrounding one of the most pivotal moments in
modern history. With its overarching theme focused on the investigation into the September 11,
2001, terrorist attacks, the collection stands as an authoritative compilation blending narrative
depth with rigorous analysis. This volume showcases a spectrum of literary styles, from detailed
investigative reports to reflective essays, each contributing a unique lens through which the tragic
events and their far-reaching consequences are examined. The diverse range of works included in
this compendium highlights the significant findings and narratives, allowing for a multifaceted
understanding of the attacks and their aftermath. The authors, led by a dedicated team from The
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, offer insights derived from
extensive research and firsthand testimonies. Collectively, contributors such as Thomas R. Eldridge



and Janice L. Kephart have significantly shaped the discourse around national security, providing
historical and cultural contexts that illuminate the underpinnings of this monumental day. Their
combined efforts reflect a multitude of perspectives within the broader movement of post-9/11
literature and scholarship, drawing attention to the global and political impacts that resonate to this
day. '9/11 Final Report' invites readers to engage with a comprehensive dialogue on the intricacies
of terrorism, policy shifts, and heroism. This collection is indispensable for those seeking a deeper
historical, cultural, and political understanding of 9/11, offering educational value through its
meticulously researched content. It stands as a testament to the power of diverse voices and
meticulous scholarship to enlighten and inform, presenting a crucial resource for anyone eager to
explore the legacies of September 11 in a single, cohesive volume.
  how congress works and why you should care: Citizen-Soldier Handbook: 101 Ways
Every American Can Fight Terrorism Michael Mandaville, 2009-02 Citizen Soldier Handbook:
101 Ways for Every American to Fight Terrorism is a How-To Guide for Americans to fight the
greatest threat to Western Civilization - Radical Islam. Terrorists declared every man, woman and
child to be a target. We have no choice but to become Citizen Soldiers. The Handbook's Five sections
- Morale, Intelligence, Physical Training, Mental Training and Action - encourage Americans of all
backgrounds, ages, and skills to do their part against Radical Islam. The Citizen Soldier Handbook is
a Call to Arms in the spirit of Citizen Soldiers - at Lexington and Concord firing the 'Shot Heard
Round the World' - brighten the glow of Freedom from the Torch of Liberty. --- ... Citizen Soldier
Handbook puts this power into the citizen's hands with knowledge about the threat of Radical Islam,
how to empower yourself and how to use media to stop the threat of Radical Islam in the age of
Information Warfare. This book will inspire you.... -John Ziegler Radio Show Host & Author The
Death of Free Speech We are engaged in a great war of Ideas - Freedom versus Tryanny, Democracy
versus Islamic Totalitarianism. The weapon of ... is Information. As a writer, I understand the power
of Ideas, Information and Humor. The Citizen-Soldier Handbook will help and inspire you, your
friends, family, coworkers, fellow Americans to get the word out in dozens of ways. -Burt Prelutsky
Former WGA President & Author Conservatives Are from Mars, Liberals Are from San Francisco:
101 Reasons I'm Happy I Left the Left The Citizen-Soldier Handbook is an invaluable resource... at
once an exhaustively researched compendium of strategies and a stirring reaffirmation of the
meaning of citizenship, it is a clarion call to action in a time when too many have been lulled into a
false sense of complacency. -Harry Stein - Author of How I Accidentally Joined the Vast Right-Wing
Conspiracy (and Found Inner Peace)' and is a Contributing Editor to City Journal ...this is more than
a handbook. It is a call to action. In this age of information and internet warfare, everyone can be a
Citizen Soldier and everyone can join the fight. The Citizen Soldier Handbook will show you the way.
-Brandon L. Millett Chairman and Co-Founder, The GI Film Festival, Washington D.C. The Citizen
Soldier Handbook's Five Sections has 101 Actions (even more if you include subheadings ) urging
Americans to take action in their Lives, Communities and the World to fight Radical Islam. Morale -
Believe in the Greatness of America and Fight For Her Intelligence - Learn about Radical Islam, its
Roots, Adherents, Beliefs and Dangers Physical Training - As Physical Beings, We Must Be in Shape
to Take Action Mental Training - Steel Yourself for the Mission Ahead. Take Action - Take Action
With Suggestions, Ideas, Techniques, Methods and Resources, Organizations and More.... This Book
is a Match to Light The Torch of Freedom that You - America's Citizen Soldier - Must Hold High to
Stop the Encroaching Darkness. The Fight Is Yours.
  how congress works and why you should care: The 9/11 Commission Report: Final
Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States
(Authorized Edition) National Commission on Terrorist Attacks, 2011-05-16 Nearly three thousand
people died in the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. In Lower Manhattan, on a field in
Pennsylvania, and along the banks of the Potomoc, the United States suffered the single largest loss
of life from an enemy attack on its soil. In November 2002 the United States Congress and President
George W. Bush established by law the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United
States, also known as the 9/11 Commission. This independent, bipartisan panel was directed to



examine the facts and circumstances surrounding the September 11 attacks, identify lessons
learned, and provide recommendations to safeguard against future acts of terrorism. This volume is
the authorized edition of the Commission's final report.
  how congress works and why you should care: The 9/11 Commission Report National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States, Thomas H. Kean, Lee Hamilton, 2004-07
Final report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States.
  how congress works and why you should care: Congress and Its Members Roger H.
Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, Frances E. Lee, Eric Schickler, 2019-07-12 I think Congress and Its
Members is a near-perfect example of what a textbook is supposed to be. It provides a clear
foundation of factual knowledge for students, along with an accessible summary of the current state
of scholarly knowledge in the field, and well-chosen examples from today’s headlines to better
enable students to understand the implications of what they have read. —James B. Cottrill, St. Cloud
State University The Gold Standard for Congress Courses for Over Thirty Years Congress and Its
Members offers comprehensive coverage of the U.S. Congress and the legislative process by
examining the tension between Congress as a lawmaking institution and as a collection of politicians
constantly seeking re-election. The highly anticipated Seventeenth Edition considers the 2018
elections and the Trump administration, discussing the agenda of the new Congress, White
House–Capitol Hill relations, party and committee leadership changes, judicial appointments, and
partisan polarization, in addition to covering changes to budgeting, campaign finance, lobbying,
public attitudes about Congress, reapportionment, rules, and procedures. Always balancing great
scholarship with currency, this bestseller features lively case material along with relevant data,
charts, exhibits, maps, and photos. Instructors! Sign in at study.sagepub.com/davidson17e for
additional teaching resources.
  how congress works and why you should care: The Legislative Branch of Federal
Government Gary P. Gershman, 2008-08-20 This volume focuses on the U.S. Congress, its history,
constitutional powers, daily workings, and the politics that affect its operation. Spanning the history
of the federal system of government of the United States, The Legislative Branch of Federal
Government: People, Process, and Politics looks at the evolution of the U.S. Congress over the past
225+ years, then describes its current structure, responsibilities, and daily operations. Readers will
learn how congressional powers have changed with different interpretations of the Constitution, how
a colorful gallery of power brokers (famous and infamous) made its mark, and how politics (both
electoral and within the Capitol) affects legislation, oversight efforts, and other actions. The volume
includes a mini-pedia of alphabetically organized entries and the concluding chapter highlights some
fascinating examples of interactions between Congress and the other branches of federal
government.
  how congress works and why you should care: Health Care Reform Act Susan Dudley Gold,
2012-01-15 Examines United States legislation that has changed policies and implementation of laws
regarding American citizens' rights.
  how congress works and why you should care: The House of Representatives Rachel A.
Koestler-Grack, Daniel Partner, 2007 A history of the U.S. House of Representatives and its
accomplishments from 1789 to 2007--Source other than the Library of Congress
  how congress works and why you should care: American National Security Amos A.
Jordan, William J. Taylor, Jr., Michael J. Meese, Suzanne C. Nielsen, 2009-02-20 The sixth edition of
American National Security has been extensively rewritten to take into account the significant
changes in national security policy in the past decade. Thorough revisions reflect a new strategic
context and the challenges and opportunities faced by the United States in the early twenty-first
century. Highlights include: • An examination of the current international environment and new
factors affecting U.S. national security policy making• A discussion of the Department of Homeland
Security and changes in the intelligence community• A survey of intelligence and national security,
with special focus on security needs post-9/11• A review of economic security, diplomacy, terrorism,
conventional warfare, counterinsurgency, military intervention, and nuclear deterrence in the



changed international setting• An update of security issues in East Asia, South and Southeast Asia,
the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, Russia and Central Asia, and Latin America and the
Caribbean• New material on globalization, transnational actors, and human security Previous
editions have been widely used in undergraduate and graduate courses. -- James Schlesinger, former
Secretary of Defense, from the foreword
  how congress works and why you should care: American National Security Michael J. Meese,
Suzanne C. Nielsen, Rachel M. Sondheimer, 2018-09-03 This classic text provides a rich and
nuanced discussion of American national security policymaking. American National Security remains
the ideal foundational text for courses in national security, foreign policy, and security studies. Every
chapter in this edition has been extensively revised, and the book includes discussion of recent
security policy changes in the Trump administration. Highlights include: • An updated look at
national security threats, military operations, and homeland security challenges • An analysis of the
evolving roles of the president, Congress, the intelligence community, the military, and other
institutions involved in national security • A revised consideration of the strengths, limitations, and
employment of instruments of national power, including diplomacy, information, economic tools, and
armed forces • An exploration of the economic and national security implications of globalization •
An enhanced examination of the proliferation of transnational threats, including security challenges
in space and in cyberspace • A new assessment of how international, political, and economic trends
may change US leadership of the post–World War II international order • A comprehensive update
on changing dynamics in key states and regions, including Russia, China, East Asia, the Middle East,
South Asia, Europe, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Latin America An authoritative book that explains US
national security policy, actors, and processes in a wide-ranging yet understandable way, American
National Security addresses key issues, including challenges to the free and open international
order, the reemergence of strategic competition among great powers, terrorism, economic and fiscal
constraints, and rapid advances in information and technology.
  how congress works and why you should care: Conservatives Without Conscience John W.
Dean, 2006-07-11 On the heels of his national bestseller Worse Than Watergate, John Dean takes a
critical look at the current conservative movement In Conservatives Without Conscience, John Dean
places the conservative movement's inner circle of leaders in the Republican Party under scrutiny.
Dean finds their policies and mind- set to be fundamentally authoritarian, and as such, a danger to
democracy. By examining the legacies of such old-line conservatives as J. Edgar Hoover, Spiro
Agnew, and Phyllis Schlafly and of such current figures as Dick Cheney, Newt Gingrich, and leaders
of the Religious Right, Dean presents an alarming record of abuses of power. His trenchant analysis
of how conservatism has lost its bearings serves as a chilling warning and a stirring inspiration to
safeguard constitutional principles.
  how congress works and why you should care: Transatlantic Trends in Democracy Promotion
Rouba Al-Fattal Eeckelaert, 2016-02-24 How did the EU, US, and Canada decide and implement
their electoral assistance in the Palestinian Territories (PT)? Why did the EU, the US, and Canada
embark on assisting the elections in the PT, and what factors influenced their electoral assistance?
What lessons can be learned for other countries approaching elections after a long period of
conflict? This book answers these questions and charts the process of electoral assistance with an
in-depth analysis of each transatlantic actor's electoral assistance in the PT. It shows that, despite
the many institutional and operational differences between the EU, the US, and Canada, the three
actors do share common interests and influencing factors which often unify their response. The book
also reveals the limitations facing electoral assistance and the implications of this on the
sustainability, clarity, consistency, and responsiveness of the policy. In this systematic, comparative
analysis of European, American and Canadian efforts to assist elections and transform governance in
conflict zones Rouba Al-Fattal greatly advances the empirical knowledge of electoral assistance and
provides the first steps needed to reform electoral assistance policy to cope with the challenges of
the twenty-first century.
  how congress works and why you should care: The Supreme Court and the NCAA Brian



Porto, 2012-01-03 Porto identifies the Court’s role in shaping college sports and advances a
prescription for reform
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