
kairos definition literature example
**Understanding Kairos: Definition, Literature, and Examples**

kairos definition literature example is a phrase that often sparks curiosity among students,
writers, and enthusiasts of rhetoric and classical studies. Kairos, an ancient Greek term, carries
profound significance not only in philosophy and rhetoric but also in literature and everyday
communication. To grasp its essence, one needs to delve into its classical roots, see how it plays out
in literary works, and recognize its relevance in shaping meaning through the perfect moment or
context.

What Is Kairos? A Clear Definition

Kairos refers to the opportune moment—the right or favorable time to say or do something. Unlike
chronos, which measures chronological or sequential time, kairos is qualitative, emphasizing timing
and context. It’s about seizing the perfect moment to deliver a message or take action, making it
particularly vital in rhetoric, storytelling, and persuasive writing.

In simpler terms, kairos means recognizing the window of opportunity where a particular statement
or event will have the greatest impact. It’s timing, but with a nuanced focus on appropriateness and
effectiveness. This concept originated in ancient Greek rhetoric, where orators and philosophers
stressed the importance of timing in persuasion.

The Role of Kairos in Literature

Kairos is more than just a rhetorical strategy; it’s a literary device that enriches narratives by
embedding meaning in moments of critical timing. Through kairos, authors create emotional
resonance, tension, or revelation by positioning events or dialogue at just the right moment. This
careful timing influences the reader’s experience and understanding of the text.

#### How Kairos Shapes Storytelling

In storytelling, kairos can determine when a character makes a pivotal decision, when a plot twist
unfolds, or when a revelation changes the course of the narrative. These moments often feel natural
and inevitable because the timing aligns perfectly with the story’s emotional and thematic trajectory.

For example, in Shakespeare’s plays, kairos is central to many dramatic moments. Consider *Julius
Caesar*: the timing of Caesar’s assassination hinges on the conspirators’ belief that acting too soon
or too late would jeopardize their cause. The tension of kairos heightens the drama and underscores
the consequences of timing in political power struggles.

Kairos Definition Literature Example: Classical and Modern



Instances

To better understand kairos, let’s explore some notable examples from literature that demonstrate
this concept in action.

#### Classical Example: Sophocles’ *Oedipus Rex*

In *Oedipus Rex*, kairos manifests in the timing of Oedipus’s discovery of his true identity. The
moment when he realizes the tragic truth arrives at a point where it cannot be avoided or reversed,
making it a critical turning point. The timing intensifies the tragedy because Oedipus’s fate is sealed
at exactly the moment of revelation—the perfect kairotic moment that maximizes the emotional and
thematic impact.

#### Modern Example: Harper Lee’s *To Kill a Mockingbird*

In *To Kill a Mockingbird*, Atticus Finch’s courtroom speech demonstrates kairos through its timing
and audience. Delivering a plea for justice in a racially charged environment, Atticus chooses his
words and moment carefully to appeal to the jury’s sense of fairness, morality, and conscience. The
kairos here lies in the precise timing of his argument within the narrative and the social context,
making it a powerful moment of persuasion.

Why Kairos Matters in Writing and Communication

Understanding kairos is invaluable for anyone engaged in writing, public speaking, or any form of
communication. It teaches us that what we say is not just about content but also about when and
how we say it.

#### Tips for Applying Kairos in Writing

- **Know Your Audience:** Timing your message to resonate with your audience’s current needs,
emotions, or circumstances enhances its effectiveness.
- **Build Up to Key Moments:** Use pacing and narrative structure to create anticipation, so when
the kairotic moment arrives, it feels impactful.
- **Read the Context:** Whether in a speech or written work, understanding the broader context
helps identify when to introduce critical points.
- **Use Timing for Emotional Impact:** Deliver revelations or arguments when they will evoke the
strongest response.

Kairos vs. Other Rhetorical Concepts

Kairos often gets discussed alongside ethos, pathos, and logos—the three pillars of rhetoric. While
ethos deals with the speaker’s credibility, pathos appeals to emotions, and logos to logic, kairos
focuses on the timing and context of the message.

This distinction is essential because even the most logical or emotional argument can fail if delivered
at the wrong time. Kairos ensures that the message lands effectively, making it a crucial



complement to the other rhetorical strategies.

Recognizing Kairos in Everyday Life and Media

Kairos isn’t confined to classical texts or academics; it’s everywhere in daily life and popular culture.
Advertisers, politicians, and influencers rely heavily on kairos to capture attention and persuade.

- **Advertising:** Campaigns often launch around holidays or events to capitalize on consumer
sentiment.
- **Political Speeches:** Leaders choose moments of crisis or celebration to deliver impactful
messages.
- **Social Media:** Timely posts responding to current trends or events can boost engagement and
relevance.

By identifying kairos in these contexts, we can better appreciate how timing shapes communication
effectiveness.

Enhancing Your Literary Analysis with Kairos

When analyzing literature, paying attention to kairos can deepen your interpretation and
appreciation of the text. Look for moments when timing changes the meaning or emotional weight of
a scene. Consider how the author uses kairos to:

- Heighten suspense or drama
- Reinforce themes through timely revelations
- Develop characters by showing their reactions to critical moments
- Create irony or contrast by juxtaposing events at specific times

This approach adds a nuanced layer to literary criticism and makes your analysis more insightful.

---

Kairos, with its rich historical roots and practical applications, remains a powerful concept in
literature and rhetoric. By understanding its definition and exploring kairos definition literature
example, readers and writers alike can unlock new dimensions of meaning and persuasion. Whether
you’re dissecting a classic tragedy or crafting your own narrative, recognizing the power of the right
moment can transform the impact of your words.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of kairos in literature?
Kairos in literature refers to the opportune or critical moment to deliver a message or take action,
emphasizing the timeliness and appropriateness that can influence the effectiveness of
communication.



How is kairos used as a rhetorical strategy in literary works?
Kairos is used as a rhetorical strategy in literature to seize the right moment for persuasion,
ensuring that arguments or narratives resonate strongly with the audience by aligning with their
current context or emotions.

Can you provide an example of kairos from a famous literary
work?
In Shakespeare's "Julius Caesar," Mark Antony's speech uses kairos effectively by addressing the
crowd immediately after Caesar's assassination, capitalizing on the public's emotions to turn opinion
against the conspirators.

How does kairos differ from chronos in literary analysis?
Kairos refers to the qualitative aspect of time—choosing the perfect moment for action or
speech—while chronos denotes chronological or quantitative time. In literature, kairos focuses on
timing's impact on meaning and effect.

Why is understanding kairos important for interpreting
literature?
Understanding kairos is important because it helps readers recognize how timing and context
influence characters' decisions and the narrative's persuasiveness, thereby enriching interpretation
and appreciation of the text's rhetorical power.

Additional Resources
Kairos Definition Literature Example: Understanding the Power of Timeliness in Rhetoric and
Narrative

kairos definition literature example serves as a gateway to exploring one of the most nuanced
concepts in rhetoric and literary analysis. Kairos, an ancient Greek term, refers to the opportune
moment or the right timing to deliver a message or make a decision. In literature and rhetoric,
kairos emphasizes not just what is said but when it is said, highlighting the importance of context,
timing, and appropriateness in communication. This article delves into the kairos definition, its
significance in literature, and provides illustrative examples to clarify its application and impact.

The Meaning and Significance of Kairos in Literature

Kairos is often juxtaposed with chronos, another Greek term that denotes chronological or
sequential time. While chronos is quantitative, kairos is qualitative—it focuses on the critical
moment that calls for action or speech, a moment ripe with potential that can influence outcomes
dramatically. In literary contexts, kairos involves recognizing the perfect timing within a narrative or
dialogue to heighten emotional resonance or to pivot the story’s direction.



This concept is crucial for writers and speakers alike, as deploying kairos effectively can transform
an ordinary statement into a compelling argument or a mundane scene into a pivotal turning point.
The art of kairos transcends mere timing; it incorporates understanding audience mood, setting, and
cultural context, ensuring that the message resonates deeply and produces the intended effect.

Kairos and Its Relationship with Rhetoric

In classical rhetoric, kairos is one of the three rhetorical appeals alongside ethos, pathos, and logos.
It is often considered the art of seizing the moment—tailoring the argument to the specific
circumstances to maximize persuasion. Aristotle and later rhetoricians underscored that a speaker’s
success depends not only on logical reasoning or emotional appeal but also on timing, which kairos
encapsulates.

For example, a politician’s speech might be logically sound and emotionally stirring, but if delivered
at an inopportune moment, it could fail to persuade or even backfire. This demonstrates kairos’s
unique role in rhetoric: it is the strategic sense of timing that complements content and delivery.

Kairos in Literature: Examples and Applications

Exploring kairos through literature reveals its varied manifestations—from dialogue and plot
development to thematic emphasis. Authors utilize kairos to create moments that feel inevitable yet
surprising, guiding readers’ interpretations and emotional responses.

Classic Literature Examples of Kairos

One of the most cited examples of kairos in literature comes from Shakespeare’s plays, where timing
is critical to the drama’s unfolding. In *Julius Caesar*, Mark Antony’s funeral speech exemplifies
kairos. Antony recognizes the charged atmosphere following Caesar’s assassination and chooses that
exact moment to sway the public’s opinion. His repeated phrase, “Brutus is an honorable man,”
laced with irony, gains power precisely because of the context and timing—this is kairos in action.

Similarly, in *Hamlet*, the protagonist’s delay in avenging his father’s death is a study in kairos.
Hamlet struggles with the right moment to act, showing how timing can be a source of tension and
thematic depth. When he finally seizes the moment, the consequences are irreversible, underscoring
kairos’s dramatic weight.

Modern Literary Uses of Kairos

In contemporary literature, kairos often emerges in moments of crisis or decision-making that reveal
character and propel plot. For instance, Toni Morrison’s *Beloved* harnesses kairos through
flashbacks and the timing of revelations about the past. The narrative unfolds in a way that the
reader gradually comprehends the trauma of slavery and its psychological impact, aligning the
timing of information with emotional catharsis.



In narrative fiction, kairos also pertains to pacing. Authors consciously manipulate when to reveal
key information or introduce conflict, thereby controlling reader engagement and thematic
development. This strategic timing exemplifies kairos beyond dialogue—integrating it into the very
fabric of storytelling.

Analyzing Kairos Through Its Features and Effects

Understanding kairos requires dissecting its core features and how these influence both rhetoric and
literature:

Contextual Awareness: Kairos demands a deep understanding of the situation, audience, and
cultural moment to ensure the message is appropriate and impactful.

Timing and Opportunity: It emphasizes the selection of the precise moment that enhances
persuasion or narrative effect.

Adaptability: Effective use of kairos involves tailoring communication to shifting
circumstances, making flexibility essential.

Emotional and Intellectual Resonance: Kairos amplifies both the logical and emotional
appeal by situating the message within an opportune moment.

The effects of kairos in literature and rhetoric are profound. It can build suspense, underscore irony,
facilitate persuasion, or deepen thematic complexity. However, misuse or mistiming can dilute the
intended impact or confuse the audience, illustrating the delicate balance required to execute kairos
effectively.

Pros and Cons of Employing Kairos

Pros:

Enhances persuasive power by aligning message with audience readiness.

Creates memorable and emotionally charged moments in literature.

Allows for dynamic interaction between speaker/writer and audience/reader.

Cons:

Requires keen situational awareness, which can be challenging to master.



Risk of mistiming can undermine credibility or narrative flow.

May limit message flexibility if tied too rigidly to specific moments.

Implementing Kairos in Writing and Analysis

For writers and critics, recognizing and applying kairos involves a multi-layered approach. Writers
must:

Assess the narrative or rhetorical context to pinpoint opportune moments.1.

Consider audience expectations and cultural timing to enhance relevance.2.

Balance pacing and timing to maximize engagement and thematic clarity.3.

Literary analysts and rhetoricians, on the other hand, examine how kairos shapes meaning and
effect. By identifying kairotic moments, they uncover deeper layers of intention and impact within
texts and speeches.

In practice, kairos is less a rigid principle and more an intuitive art form, one that demands
sensitivity to nuance and change. Its successful employment can elevate literature and rhetoric from
mere communication to transformative experience.

Kairos remains a vital concept that bridges ancient rhetorical theory and modern literary analysis,
reminding us that in both speech and story, timing is not just everything—it is the art of everything.

Kairos Definition Literature Example
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  kairos definition literature example: Rhetoric and Kairos Phillip Sipiora, James S. Baumlin,
2012-02-01 This collection offers the first comprehensive discussion of the history, theory, and
pedagogical applications of kairos, a seminal and recently revised concept of classical rhetoric.
Augusto Rostagni, James L. Kinneavy, Richard Leo Enos, John Poulakos, and John E. Smith are
among the international list of scholars who explore the Homeric and literary origins of kairos, the
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technologies of time-keeping in antiquity, the role of right-timing in Hippocratic medicine, the
improvisations of Gorgias, as well as the uses of kairos in Isocrates, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, and the
New Testament. Broad in its scope, the book also examines the distinctive philosophies of time
reflected in Renaissance Humanism, Nineteenth-Century American Transcendentalism, Oriental art
and ritual, and the application of kairos to contemporary philosophy, ethics, literary criticism,
rhetorical theory, and composition pedagogy.
  kairos definition literature example: Ideology and Rhetoric Bożenna Chylińska, 2009-01-14
The discovery of America and its further development into a modern state and a nation are the clear
instance of how ideology and rhetoric are entwined and how they can encompass widely disparate
viewpoints. The essays collected in this book address the topical issues of modern American Studies:
cultural difference and otherness; gender, race and ethnicity; class and power. They represent new
texts and contexts, approached through the revision, reevaluation, and reconfiguration of cannons,
thus accommodating the expectations of the heterodox audience. Femininity reconsidered; an
ideology of passing away in contemporary world of technical development; race captured within the
framework of identity and gender; the rhetoric of blackness approached through racial exploitation;
American conquest ideology revealed in a mission of Manifest Destiny; the 20th century assimilation
rhetoric in the relations between Native Americans and the US federal government; the conservative
ideology and apologetic rhetoric of the Antebellum South; the critique of the 21st century American
legal system; the evolution of the presidential rhetoric which today addresses a large heterogeneous
audience – all these topics impose a transnational interpretation of American culture which
developed as a result of the cross-cultural transformation of European culture/cultures, moulded on
American soil to finally become a unique reformulation of the very idea of America itself.
  kairos definition literature example: Rhetoric's Earthly Realm Bernard Alan Miller,
2011-05-07 Plato privileges the realm of absolute reality and truth above and beyond the world of
language, discourse, and rhetoric. For Plato, earth harbors the façade of mere appearances and the
evils of the bewitching powers of language. In RHETORIC’S EARTHLY REALM: HEIDEGGER,
SOPHISTRY, AND THE GORGIAN KAIROS, Bernard Alan Miller counters this intellectual legacy
with an innovative and thoroughly conceived theory of rhetoric, one concerned with “earth” in its
Heideggerian aspect, complex and multifaceted, at the root of a phenomenology placing the focus on
earth as the power of Being itself, whereby it is manifest purely as language.
  kairos definition literature example: The Routledge Companion to Literature and Human
Rights Sophia McClennen, Alexandra Schultheis Moore, 2018-02-05 The Routledge Companion to
Literature and Human Rights provides a comprehensive, transnational, and interdisciplinary map to
this emerging field, offering a broad overview of human rights and literature while providing
innovative readings on key topics. The first of its kind, this volume covers essential issues and
themes, necessarily crossing disciplines between the social sciences and humanities. Sections cover:
subjects, with pieces on subjectivity, humanity, identity, gender, universality, the particular, the
body forms, visiting the different ways human rights stories are crafted and formed via the literary,
the visual, the performative, and the oral contexts, tracing the development of the literature over
time and in relation to specific regions and historical events impacts, considering the power and
limits of human rights literature, rhetoric, and visual culture Drawn from many different global
contexts, the essays offer an ideal introduction for those approaching the study of literature and
human rights for the first time, looking for new insights and interdisciplinary perspectives, or
interested in new directions for future scholarship. Contributors: Chris Abani, Jonathan E. Abel,
Elizabeth S. Anker, Arturo Arias, Ariella Azoulay, Ralph Bauer, Anna Bernard, Brenda Carr Vellino,
Eleni Coundouriotis, James Dawes, Erik Doxtader, Marc D. Falkoff, Keith P. Feldman, Elizabeth
Swanson Goldberg, Audrey J. Golden, Mark Goodale, Barbara Harlow, Wendy S. Hesford, Peter
Hitchcock, David Holloway, Christine Hong, Madelaine Hron, Meg Jensen, Luz Angélica Kirschner,
Susan Maslan, Julie Avril Minich, Alexandra Schultheis Moore, Greg Mullins, Laura T. Murphy,
Hanna Musiol, Makau Mutua, Zoe Norridge, David Palumbo-Liu, Crystal Parikh, Katrina M. Powell,
Claudia Sadowski-Smith, Mark Sanders, Karen-Magrethe Simonsen, Joseph R. Slaughter, Sharon



Sliwinski, Sidonie Smith, Domna Stanton, Sarah G. Waisvisz, Belinda Walzer, Ban Wang, Julia
Watson, Gillian Whitlock and Sarah Winter.
  kairos definition literature example: Attention and Distraction in Modern German Literature,
Thought, and Culture Carolin Duttlinger, 2022-05-26 Attention is fundamental to how we experience
reality, and yet this notion has been understood and practised in very different ways across history.
This interdisciplinary study explores the dynamic relationship between attention and its supposed
opposite, distraction, as it unfolds from the eighteenth century to the present day. Its primary focus
is on twentieth-century Germany and Austria, where matters of (in)attention gained a unique
urgency during a period of social change and political crisis. Building on Enlightenment practices of
self-observation, nineteenth-century Germany was the birthplace of experimental psychology, a
discipline which sought to measure and potentially enhance human attention. This approach was
also adopted outside the psychological laboratory--for instance in the First World War, when
psychological testing was used to select soldiers for particular strategic positions. After the war
these techniques filtered through into everyday life. Weimar Germany was unique in the western
world in rolling out the methods of 'psychotechnics' across civilian society--in fields such as work
and education, advertising and mass entertainment. This state-sponsored programme aimed to
reshape people's minds and behaviour in order to build a more efficient, streamlined society. But as
this study shows, this initiative also had profound repercussions in the fields of thought, literature,
and culture. New readings of leading writers and intellectuals of the period--Kafka, Musil, Kracauer,
Benjamin, and Adorno--are interspersed with broader cultural-historical chapters dedicated to the
history of psychology and psychiatry, to Weimar self-help literature, portrait photography, and
musical culture.
  kairos definition literature example: The Rhetoric of Lincoln's Letters Marshall Myers,
2018-07-27 Lincoln's letters have been cited in countless biographical and critical works yet have
received little scholarly attention as a whole. This comprehensive study reveals his letters to be
fundamental to understanding his development as a writer. Early on, he employed Hugh Blair's
popular idea of developing taste in written documents, and carefully studied the letters of his
contemporaries. He wrote more than 5000 of his own. As he became more proficient, he employed
more sophisticated rhetorical strategies to deal with political opponents, imperious generals and
critics of his policies.
  kairos definition literature example: Off Beat Jan Hein Hoogstad, Birgitte Stougaard
Pedersen, 2013-08-01 Off Beat: Pluralizing Rhythm draws attention to rhythm as a tool for analyzing
various cultural objects. In fields as diverse as music, culture, nature, and economy, rhythm can be
seen as a phenomenon that both connects and divides. It suggests a certain measure with which
people, practices, and cultures may comply. Yet, for this very reason rhythm can also function as a
field of exclusion, contestation, and debate. In that respect, rhythm possesses an underestimated
meaning-creating potential. Whereas its connecting force is often accentuated in the aesthetic,
political, and commercial usage of the term, the divisive aspect of rhythm is at least as important.
This volume wants to rid rhythm of its harmless, nearly esoteric, reputation as a cosmic unifier by
understanding it in the light of the contemporary medial turn. In the present collection of essays, we
have encouraged approaches that combine political, aesthetic, musical, and theoretical dimensions
of rhythm. Jan Hein Hoogstad is Assistant Professor in Comparative Literature and Cultural Analysis
at the University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Birgitte Stougaard Pedersen is Associate Professor
in the Section for Aesthetics and Culture, Department of Aesthetics and Communication, Aarhus
University, Denmark.
  kairos definition literature example: Kairos Paul Åström, Elisabeth Piltz, 1998
  kairos definition literature example: Theologies of Language in English Renaissance
Literature James S. Baumlin, 2012-05-30 Redescribing renaissance literature as a battleground of
competing theologies of language, Baumlin reads Shakespeare's Hamlet, Donne's Songs and Sonets,
and Milton's Lycidas within a revisionist history of rhetoric: these works, Baumlin argues, mark
stages in the Weberian Entzauberung or disenchantment of literature, as they move from the



word-magic of medieval Catholicism to a puritan-reformed rhetoric of.
  kairos definition literature example: The Routledge Companion to Children's Literature and
Culture Claudia Nelson, Elisabeth Wesseling, Andrea Mei-Ying Wu, 2023-11-30 Focusing on
significant and cutting-edge preoccupations within children’s literature scholarship, The Routledge
Companion to Children’s Literature and Culture presents a comprehensive overview of print, digital,
and electronic texts for children aged zero to thirteen as forms of world literature participating in a
panoply of identity formations. Offering five distinct sections, this volume: Familiarizes students and
beginning scholars with key concepts and methodological resources guiding contemporary inquiry
into children’s literature Describes the major media formats and genres for texts expressly
addressing children Considers the production, distribution, and valuing of children’s books from an
assortment of historical and contemporary perspectives, highlighting context as a driver of content
Maps how children’s texts have historically presumed and prescribed certain identities on the part of
their readers, sometimes addressing readers who share some part of the author’s identity,
sometimes seeking to educate the reader about a presumed “other,” and in recent decades
increasingly foregrounding identities once lacking visibility and voice Explores the historical
evolutions and trans-regional contacts and (inter)connections in the long process of the formation of
global children’s literature, highlighting issues such as retranslation, transnationalism,
transculturality, and new digital formats for considering cultural crossings and renegotiations in the
production of children’s literature Methodically presented and contextualized, this volume is an
engaging introduction to this expanding and multifaceted field.
  kairos definition literature example: The Politics of Intersectional Practice Ashlee
Christoffersen, 2025-05-20 The Politics of Intersectional Practice has been shortlisted for the 2025
BSA Philip Abrams Memorial Prize. It is increasingly recognized that, to achieve social justice,
policies and organizations need to apply an intersectional approach, rather than addressing
inequalities separately. However, intersectionality is a challenging theory to apply, as policy makers
and practitioners often navigate the confines of divided policy areas. This book examines the use of
intersectionality in UK policy and practice, with a specific focus on NGOs, outlining five distinct
interpretations of intersectional practice and their implications. Drawing from extensive fieldwork
with a diverse range of equality organizations, this book offers invaluable insights into how policy
and practice can be organized in more (and less) intersectional ways.
  kairos definition literature example: Teaching Modernist Anglophone Literature , 2018-08-13
Teaching Modernist Anglophone Literature features fresh classroom approaches to teaching
modernism, with an emphasis on pedagogy grounded in educational theory and contemporary digital
media tools. It offers techniques for improving students’ close reading, critical thinking/writing, and
engagement with issues of gender, race, class, and social justice. Discussions are raised of
subjectivity, perception, the nature of language, and the function of art. Innovative project ideas,
assignments, and examples of student work are offered in a special annex. This volume fills a gap in
higher education pedagogy uniquely suited to the experimental nature of modernism. Madden and
McKenzie’s inspiring volume can steer the teaching of modernist literature in creative, new
directions that benefit both teachers and students. Contributors are: Susan Hays Bussey, William A.
Johnsen, Benjamin Johnson, Mary C. Madden, Laci Mattison, Precious McKenzie, Susan Rowland,
and Kelsey Squire.
  kairos definition literature example: The World of Ion of Chios Victoria Jennings, Andrea
Katsaros, 2007 Sixteen international contributors offer the first comprehensive examination of the
life, works and reception of Ion of Chios, the prolific and innovative fifth century BC writer (variously
prose and poetry) on classical Greek mythology, history and society.
  kairos definition literature example: Explorations of Spirituality in American Women's
Literature Scarlett Cunningham, 2023-07-07 This book connects the aging woman to the image of
God in the work of Flannery O’Connor, Joyce Carol Oates, Alicia Ostriker, Lucille Clifton, Mary
Szybist, and Anne Babson. It introduces a canon of contemporary American women’s spiritual
literature with the goal of showing how this literature treats aging and spirituality as major,



connected themes. It demonstrates that such literature interacts meaningfully with feminist
theology, social science research on aging and body image, attachment theory, and narrative
identity theory. The book provides an interdisciplinary context for the relationship between aging
and spirituality in order to confirm that US women’s writing provides unique illustrations of the
interconnections between aging and spirituality signaled by other fields. This book demonstrates
that relationships between the human and divine remain a consistent and valuable feature of
contemporary women’s literature and that the divine–human relationship is under constant literary
revision.
  kairos definition literature example: Later Middle English Literature, Materiality, and
Culture Brian Gastle, Erick Kelemen, 2018-04-12 The essays in this volume consider the ways in
which material and intellectual culture both shaped and were shaped by the literature of late
medieval England. The first section, “Textual Material,” reflects on cultural and social issues
generally referred to as the History of Ideas, and how those ideas manifest in later medieval English
texts. Essays address, for example, affect in The Book of Margery Kempe, rhetoric in Sir Gawain and
the Green Knight, anarchy in late medieval political texts, and temporality in Gower’s Confessio
Amantis. The essays in the second section, “Material Texts,” examine physical objects – from pilgrim
badges, to manuscripts, to money, to early printed editions – and the cultural behaviors associated
with them, interpreting these objects and exploring their connections to the important literary and
political texts of the age such as Piers Plowman, Lydgate’s Troy Book, and Chaucer’s Canterbury
Tales. All of the essays in this collection emerge from the relationships and connections between the
issues that characterize Jim Dean’s work: the cultural, material, and aesthetic aspects of later
medieval English literature. So too do they reflect a movement in medieval literary studies presaged
by Dean’s career of scholarship and teaching, that critical approaches to literary texts are best
undertaken with an understanding of the complex cultural and historical milieu that defines both the
production of those texts and the production of our own work on those texts.
  kairos definition literature example: Agamben’s Political Ontology of Nudity in
Literature and Art Frances Restuccia, 2019-05-13 This volume develops the central (though
neglected) Agambenian concept of nudity along with its crucial political implications. The book
discovers within The Use of Bodies a philosophical path to Agamben’s ontology of nudity, as it is
subtended by his notion of the messianic—a dual temporality of form in motion reflected in the
image of a whirlpool that is autonomous although no drop of water belongs to it separately. Drawn
from Paul and Benjamin (rather than Derrida), Agamben’s messianic is elaborated in this study
through its embodiment in literature—Woolf’s To the Lighthouse, James’s The Aspern Papers,
Brodsky’s Watermark, and Mann’s Death in Venice—in response to Agamben’s insistence on the
wedding of poetry and philosophy. In particular, Coetzee’s Disgrace gives poetic form to Agamben’s
focus on the dissolution of the human/animal border, the salvation of the unsavable, and nudity—all
to illustrate Agamben’s Open without a closedness. This text shows how art serves as the house of
philosophy also by taking up the nude in visual art, making the case that, in comprising chronos and
kairos (the two messianic components of Agamben’s ontology of nudity), art demonstrates the
constitution of form-of-life for the viewer. Emphasizing Agamben’s privileged
non-unveilability/nudity, this book finally examines two major missed encounters, with Heidegger
and Lacan, philosophers of the veil. Veiling to Agamben correlates with the sovereignty/bare life
structure of the exception, which his ontology of nudity is meant to deactivate—as there is no such
thing as a bare life.
  kairos definition literature example: Sourcebook on Rhetoric James Jasinski, 2001-07-19 This
book is designed to introduce readers to the language of contemporary rhetorical studies. The book
format is an alphabetized glossary (with appropriate cross listings) of key terms and concepts in
contemporary rhetorical studies. An introductory chapter outlines the definitional ambiguities of the
central concept of rhetoric itself. The primary emphasis is on the contemporary tradition of
rhetorical studies as it has emerged in the discipline of speech communication. Each entry in the
glossary ranges in length from a few paragraphs to a short essay of a few pages. Where appropriate,



examples are provided to further illustrate the term or concept. Each entry will be accompanied by a
list of references and additional readings to direct the reader to other materials of possible interest.
  kairos definition literature example: Sourcebook on Rhetoric ,
  kairos definition literature example: Selling Public Policy Joseph Drew, 2023-03-07 Professor
Drew’s latest work makes the case that even great public policy needs to be deliberately and
strategically sold in order for it to ultimately be considered a success. However, it seems that most
people charged with the task of selling public policy simply do not have the requisite skills to do so.
Selling public policy is an art that draws on disparate strands of scholarship spanning the political
sciences, economics, sociology, ethics and the classics. To perform the art of selling public policy
one must first master the lessons from the greats in the field. Following this, it is necessary to learn
how to apply the knowledge to real-world complex scenarios in such a way that the policy is indeed
sold and stays sold over the implied returns period. This book is unique in the corpus of scholarly
literature because it provides both the knowledge and real-world case studies required for students,
scholars, and policy practitioners to master the art of selling public policy.
  kairos definition literature example: Chronometres Krista Lysack, 2019-09-20 What does it
mean to feel time, to sense its passing along the sinews and nerves of the body as much as the
synapses of the mind? And how do books, as material arrangements of print and paper, mediate such
temporal experiences? Chronometres: Devotional Literature, Duration, and Victorian Reading
Culture is a study of the time-inflected reading practices of religious literature, the single largest
market for print in Victorian Britain. It examines poetic cycles by John Keble, Alfred Tennyson,
Christina Rossetti, and Frances Ridley Havergal; family prayer manuals, Sunday-reading books and
periodicals; and devotional gift books and daily textbooks. Designed for diurnal and weekly reading,
chronometrical literature tuned its readers' attentions to the idea of eternity and the everlasting
peace of spiritual transcendence, but only in so far as it parcelled out reading into discrete
increments that resembled the new industrial time-scales of factories and railway schedules.
Chronometres thus takes up print culture, affect theory, and the religious turn in literary studies in
order to explore the intersections between devotional practice and the condition of modernity. It
argues that what defines Victorian devotional literature is the experience of its time signatures,
those structures of feeling associated with its reading durations. For many Victorians, reading
devotionally increasingly meant reading in regular portions and often according to the calendar and
work-day in contrast to the liturgical year. Keeping pace with the temporal measures of modernity,
devotion became a routinized practice: a way of synchronizing the interior life of spirit with the
exigencies of clock time. Chronometres considers how the deliverances afforded through time-scaled
reading are persistently materialised in the body, both that of the book and of the reader.
Recognizing that literature and devotion are not timeless abstractions, it asks how the materiality of
books, conceived as horological relationships through reading, might bring about the felt experience
of time. Even as Victorian devotion invites us to tarry over the page, it also prompts the question:
what if it is 'eternity' that keeps time with the clock?
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