
what is the moby dick about
What Is the Moby Dick About? Exploring the Depths of Melville’s Masterpiece

what is the moby dick about is a question that has intrigued readers, scholars, and casual book
lovers for generations. At first glance, it might seem like a straightforward tale of a whale hunt, but
Herman Melville’s 1851 novel dives much deeper into themes of obsession, fate, and humanity’s
relationship with nature. This article unpacks the core story, explores the rich symbolism, and sheds
light on why Moby Dick remains a timeless classic that continues to captivate audiences today.

The Basic Plot: What Is the Moby Dick About in Story
Terms?

At its most fundamental level, Moby Dick tells the story of Captain Ahab, a whaling ship captain
obsessed with hunting down a giant white sperm whale named Moby Dick. The narrative is delivered
through the eyes of Ishmael, a young sailor who joins the Pequod, Ahab’s whaling vessel. As the ship
sails across the world’s oceans, the crew embarks on a perilous journey driven by Ahab’s vengeful
pursuit.

The plot weaves through thrilling whale hunts and life aboard the Pequod, but the story is much
more than an adventure tale. It’s a complex exploration of human determination and the
consequences of obsession. Ahab’s relentless quest to kill Moby Dick symbolizes a deeper struggle
against nature, fate, and the unknown.

The Role of Ishmael: Narrator and Philosopher

Ishmael’s perspective is vital to understanding what Moby Dick is about. More than just a narrator
recounting events, Ishmael offers philosophical musings, reflections on whaling, and insights into
the human condition. His voice provides a balance to Ahab’s intense, single-minded focus, often
bringing a contemplative and sometimes humorous tone to the narrative.

Through Ishmael, readers engage with themes like friendship, survival, and the vastness of the sea.
His observations help frame the story within larger questions about existence and the natural world,
making the novel as much a meditation as it is an adventure.

Symbolism and Themes: Digging Deeper into What
Moby Dick Is About

Moby Dick is renowned for its rich symbolism and multi-layered themes, which elevate the story
beyond a simple whale hunt. Understanding these elements is key to grasping what the moby dick
about question really entails.



The White Whale as a Symbol

The character of Moby Dick, the white whale, is arguably the most significant symbol in the novel.
To Captain Ahab, the whale embodies evil, malice, and the embodiment of all that is wrong with the
world. Yet, the whale is also a force of nature—powerful, untamable, and indifferent to human
concerns.

This duality makes the whale a complex symbol. Some interpret Moby Dick as representing fate or
the inscrutable mysteries of life, while others see it as a metaphor for the struggle against one’s
inner demons or the destructive nature of obsession. The ambiguity surrounding the whale invites
endless interpretation, which is part of why the novel remains so compelling.

Obsession and Revenge

Central to the story is Ahab’s obsession with revenge. His fixation on killing Moby Dick consumes
him, blinding him to the dangers it poses to himself and his crew. This theme explores the
destructive power of obsession and how it can lead to self-destruction.

Melville uses Ahab’s character to delve into the psychological depths of vengeance and madness,
making readers reflect on the costs of allowing hatred and obsession to dominate one’s life.

Man vs. Nature

Another dominant theme is the clash between humanity and the natural world. The whaling voyage
is a literal confrontation with nature’s raw power. Through vivid descriptions of the sea, marine life,
and the whale hunt, Melville highlights humanity’s vulnerability and sometimes arrogant attempts to
control nature.

This theme resonates beyond the story’s 19th-century setting, touching on contemporary concerns
about environmental respect and the limits of human dominion.

Why Does Moby Dick Matter? The Novel’s Enduring
Impact

Understanding what Moby Dick is about also means appreciating its place in literary history and
culture. When first published, the novel received mixed reviews and was not widely popular.
However, over time, it has come to be regarded as one of the greatest American novels.

Innovative Narrative Style

Melville’s narrative technique is notable for blending adventure storytelling with philosophical
discourse, scientific detail about whales and whaling, and poetic language. This mix creates a unique



reading experience that challenges and enriches readers.

The novel’s episodic structure, shifts in tone, and detailed digressions make it a precursor to
modernist literature, influencing countless writers and critics.

Exploring Human Nature

Beyond its literary innovations, Moby Dick resonates because it probes fundamental questions about
human nature—our desires, fears, and relationship with the unknown. The characters embody
different aspects of humanity, from Ahab’s monomaniacal drive to Ishmael’s reflective curiosity.

This exploration adds layers of meaning, inviting readers to see the novel as an allegory for life’s
struggles and mysteries.

How to Approach Reading Moby Dick

If you’re curious about what Moby Dick is about and want to dive into the book yourself, here are
some tips to enrich your reading experience:

Patience with the prose: Melville’s style can be dense and detailed, especially with his
extensive descriptions of whaling. Embrace these as part of the novel’s texture rather than
distractions.

Reflect on the symbolism: Keep in mind the symbolic meanings behind characters and
events. The whale, the sea, and Ahab’s quest are all rich with metaphorical significance.

Focus on the themes: Think about how obsession, fate, and humanity’s place in nature
resonate in today’s world.

Consider reading companion analyses: Supplement your reading with critical essays or
discussions to uncover deeper interpretations.

Final Thoughts on What Is the Moby Dick About

Ultimately, what is the moby dick about cannot be pinned down to a single definition. It’s a tale of
adventure, yes, but also a profound inquiry into the human spirit, the forces of nature, and the
mysteries that lie beyond our understanding. Whether you approach it as a thrilling seafaring saga
or a philosophical novel, Moby Dick offers layers of meaning that invite reflection and discovery with
every reading. It’s this richness that secures its place not just in literary canon but in the ongoing
conversation about what it means to be human.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Moby Dick?
The main theme of Moby Dick is the destructive obsession of Captain Ahab with hunting the white
whale, symbolizing the conflict between man and nature.

Who is the author of Moby Dick?
Moby Dick was written by Herman Melville and first published in 1851.

What is the plot of Moby Dick?
Moby Dick follows Ishmael, a sailor on the whaling ship Pequod, as Captain Ahab obsessively
pursues the giant white whale, Moby Dick, leading to a tragic and dramatic conclusion.

What does the white whale symbolize in Moby Dick?
The white whale symbolizes various concepts including nature's power, the unknown, fate, and
Ahab's personal vengeance and obsession.

Who is the narrator of Moby Dick?
The narrator of Moby Dick is Ishmael, a sailor who joins the Pequod's whaling expedition.

Why is Moby Dick considered a classic novel?
Moby Dick is considered a classic due to its complex narrative, deep philosophical themes, rich
symbolism, and exploration of human nature and obsession.

What genre does Moby Dick belong to?
Moby Dick is a work of literary fiction that combines adventure, tragedy, and philosophical allegory,
often categorized as an epic sea story or American Renaissance literature.

How does Captain Ahab’s character influence the story in
Moby Dick?
Captain Ahab's monomaniacal pursuit of Moby Dick drives the plot and themes, highlighting the
dangers of obsession and revenge.

What is the significance of the Pequod in Moby Dick?
The Pequod is the whaling ship on which the story takes place, symbolizing a microcosm of society
and the journey of life fraught with danger and ambition.



Additional Resources
**Understanding the Depths: What Is the Moby Dick About?**

what is the moby dick about is a question that has intrigued readers, scholars, and literary critics
for well over a century and a half. Herman Melville’s 1851 novel, *Moby-Dick; or, The Whale*, is
widely regarded as one of the greatest American novels and a cornerstone of world literature. Yet,
its narrative complexity, symbolic density, and thematic richness make it more than just a simple
tale about a whale hunt. This article delves into the multifaceted dimensions of *Moby Dick*,
exploring its plot, characters, symbolic meanings, and enduring cultural impact.

Exploring the Narrative: The Plot and Its Significance

At the most basic level, *Moby Dick* chronicles the voyage of the whaling ship *Pequod*, led by the
obsessive Captain Ahab, who is determined to hunt down and kill Moby Dick, a massive white sperm
whale. The story is narrated by Ishmael, a contemplative sailor who joins the *Pequod*’s crew. The
narrative oscillates between adventure and philosophical discourse, blending detailed accounts of
19th-century whaling practices with profound reflections on humanity, nature, and fate.

The whale hunt itself serves as a gripping adventure plot, but Melville's real genius lies in the layers
beneath. The relentless pursuit of Moby Dick becomes a metaphor for the human condition — a
representation of obsession, revenge, and the struggle against an indifferent universe. This duality is
central to understanding what *Moby Dick* is about: it is both a seafaring adventure and a profound
existential inquiry.

The Obsession of Captain Ahab

Captain Ahab’s monomaniacal quest drives the narrative forward. His character embodies the
destructive nature of obsession, as he sacrifices everything — his ship, his crew, and ultimately
himself — to exact vengeance on the whale that maimed him. Ahab’s fixation on Moby Dick
symbolizes humanity’s broader struggle against forces beyond control, whether they be nature, fate,
or one’s inner demons.

Ahab’s character also invites readers to consider the cost of vengeance and the limits of human
understanding. His tragic flaw is not merely his obsession but his refusal to accept the whale as a
natural creature rather than an evil adversary. This refusal to reconcile with reality adds a tragic
dimension to the story.

Symbolism and Themes: The Depths Beneath the
Surface

Understanding what *Moby Dick* is about requires delving into its rich symbolism and overarching
themes. The novel is rife with allegory and metaphor, which have been interpreted in myriad ways
over the years.



The White Whale as a Symbol

Moby Dick, the whale itself, is one of literature’s most enigmatic symbols. It can represent nature’s
sublime power, the unknowable mysteries of existence, or an embodiment of evil or fate. The
whiteness of the whale, paradoxically, symbolizes both purity and terror, evoking the ambiguity and
complexity of the natural world.

This symbol’s ambiguity means that Moby Dick resists a single, definitive interpretation, which
contributes to the novel’s enduring intrigue. Readers and critics alike have seen in the whale
reflections of God, the universe, death, the human subconscious, and even capitalism.

Man vs. Nature and the Limits of Knowledge

A prominent theme in *Moby Dick* is humanity’s confrontation with the natural world. The novel
vividly depicts the dangers and uncertainties of the sea, illustrating how nature is both beautiful and
merciless. This theme resonates with Melville’s broader 19th-century context, a time when
industrialization and scientific advancements were challenging traditional understandings of the
world.

Melville also explores epistemological questions — what can humans truly know? Ishmael’s
philosophical musings and the detailed whaling chapters demonstrate both the thirst for knowledge
and its inherent limitations. The novel questions the possibility of fully comprehending the natural
world or the divine.

Literary Style and Structure

Melville’s narrative style in *Moby Dick* contributes significantly to how the novel communicates its
themes and engages readers. The book is notable for its eclectic structure, blending narrative fiction
with encyclopedic chapters on whales and whaling techniques.

Mixing Genres and Narrative Techniques

One of the novel’s distinctive features is its genre hybridity. It incorporates elements of adventure
fiction, tragedy, allegory, and even scientific treatise. The shifts between fast-paced narrative and
slow, detailed exposition create a rhythm that mirrors the ebb and flow of the sea.

Melville’s prose ranges from straightforward storytelling to poetic and symbolic language. This
variation challenges readers but also enriches the reading experience, inviting multiple
interpretations and deeper engagement.

Characterization and Perspective



Ishmael’s role as narrator is crucial in shaping the reader’s understanding. His reflective and
sometimes ironic voice provides philosophical insights and a degree of distance from the unfolding
tragedy. The diversity of the *Pequod*’s crew — featuring sailors from different ethnic and cultural
backgrounds — also adds layers of social commentary, reflecting 19th-century global interactions
and tensions.

The Cultural and Historical Context of *Moby Dick*

To fully appreciate what *Moby Dick* is about, it’s important to situate the novel within its historical
and cultural context. Written during the American Renaissance, Melville’s work reflects the anxieties
and aspirations of a rapidly changing society.

19th-Century Whaling Industry

The detailed portrayals of whaling in the novel are based on Melville’s own experiences at sea. In
the mid-1800s, whaling was a major industry, providing oil for lamps and other materials essential to
the economy. The novel offers an authentic glimpse into this world, from the dangers of hunting
whales to the complex social hierarchies aboard ships.

Philosophical and Religious Influences

*Moby Dick* is deeply influenced by contemporary philosophical and religious ideas, including
Transcendentalism, existentialism, and biblical motifs. Melville engages with themes of
predestination, free will, and the nature of evil, often drawing on Christian imagery and symbolism
to heighten the novel’s moral and spiritual questions.

Enduring Legacy and Modern Interpretations

The question of what *Moby Dick* is about remains open-ended, which contributes to its status as a
literary classic. Over time, the novel has been reinterpreted through various critical lenses —
feminist, psychoanalytic, postcolonial, and ecological, among others.

Comparisons with Other Classic Works

Similar to works like *Heart of Darkness* by Joseph Conrad or *The Odyssey* by Homer, *Moby
Dick* explores the human psyche through a journey motif. However, Melville’s novel stands out for
its dense symbolism and philosophical depth, positioning it as a seminal work in American and
global literature.



Pros and Cons of Reading *Moby Dick* Today

Pros: Offers profound insights into human nature and the natural world; rich literary style;
historically informative.

Cons: Dense and challenging prose; extensive digressions on whaling may deter casual
readers.

Despite its challenges, *Moby Dick* continues to inspire adaptations in film, theater, and popular
culture, proving its timeless appeal.

The question of what *Moby Dick* is about cannot be answered with a simple summary; it is a
multifaceted exploration of obsession, nature, knowledge, and existence. Through its intricate
narrative and symbolism, Melville’s masterpiece invites readers to embark on a profound intellectual
and emotional voyage that remains as relevant today as it was over 170 years ago.
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Find other PDF articles:
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-29/files?dataid=Zjj08-6616&title=the-important-book-pdf.
pdf

  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 2018-09-04 Perhaps the greatest of
all American novels, Moby Dick is newly presented with sixty inspiring full-page illustrations that
bring fresh life and emotional depth to this classic of literature. Every reader knows the obsessive
story of Captain Ahab and the famous white whale. Moby Dick is the great American novel, a
monument of literature. Based on the events depicted in the “Narrative of the Most Extraordinary
and Distressing Shipwreck of the Whale-Ship Essex” and the legend of “Mocha Dick, it is the story of
the wandering sailor Ishmael and his voyage aboard the whaling ship the Pequod. Commanded by
the obsessed Captain Ahab, a man who is hell-bent on revenge against a white whale of incredible
ferocity, the Pequod and its crew are tasked with this singular goal, whatever the emotional or
human cost. It is a novel rich with symbolism and complex themes. But this mythical adventure has
never been portrayed in such a powerful way and with such striking illustrations, presenting a new
perspective on this cornerstone of American literature. It marks a wonderful entry point for new
readers to discover Melville's universe—and a beautiful edition for the countless dedicated readers
of this unique novel.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby-Dick, Or, The Whale Herman Melville, 2001 Looking for
adventure and a new life, Ishmael, the story's narrator, decides to find work on a whaling boat. On
arriving at the Massachusetts harbour to begin his search, the only bed available is already half
occupied by a cannibal named Queequeg. Although Queequeg has limited English, a friendship
forms and the two men sign up for work together aboard the Pequod under the infamous Captain
Ahab.
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  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick Herman Melville, A masterpiece of storytelling, this
epic saga pits Ahab, a brooding and fantastical sea captain, against the great white whale that
crippled him. In telling the tale of Ahab's passion for revenge and the fateful voyage that ensued,
Melville produced far more than the narrative of a hair-raising journey; Moby-Dick is a tale for the
ages that sounds the deepest depths of the human soul. Interspersed with graphic sketches of life
aboard a whaling vessel, and a wealth of information on whales and 19th-century whaling, Melville's
greatest work presents an imaginative and thrilling picture of life at sea, as well as a portrait of
heroic determination. The author's keen powers of observation and firsthand knowledge of
shipboard life (he served aboard a whaler himself) were key ingredients in crafting a maritime story
that dramatically examines the conflict between man and nature.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 2014-11-24 Moby-Dick; or, The
Whale (1851) is a novel by Herman Melville, in which Ishmael narrates the monomaniacal quest of
Ahab, captain of the whaler Pequod, for revenge on the albino sperm whale Moby Dick, which on a
previous voyage destroyed Ahab's ship and severed his leg at the knee. Although the novel was a
commercial failure and out of print at the time of the author's death in 1891, its reputation grew
immensely during the twentieth century. D. H. Lawrence called it one of the strangest and most
wonderful books in the world, and the greatest book of the sea ever written. Moby-Dick is
considered a Great American Novel and an outstanding work of the Romantic period in America and
the American Renaissance. Call me Ishmael is one of world literature's most famous opening
sentences.The product of a year and a half of writing, the book is dedicated to Nathaniel Hawthorne,
in token of my admiration for his genius, and draws on Melville's experience at sea, on his reading in
whaling literature, and on literary inspirations such as Shakespeare and the Bible. The detailed and
realistic descriptions of whale hunting and of extracting whale oil, as well as life aboard ship among
a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with exploration of class and social status, good and evil, and
the existence of God. In addition to narrative prose, Melville uses styles and literary devices ranging
from songs, poetry and catalogs to Shakespearean stage directions, soliloquies and asides.The
author changed the title at the very last moment in September 1851. The work first appeared as The
Whale in London in October 1851, and then under its definitive title Moby-Dick in New York in
November. The whale, however, appears in both the London and New York editions as Moby Dick,
with no hyphen. The British edition of five hundred copies was not reprinted during the author's life,
the American of almost three thousand was reprinted three times at approximately 250 copies, the
last reprinting in 1871. These figures are exaggerated because three hundred copies were destroyed
in a fire at Harper's; only 3,200 copies were actually sold during the author's life.
  what is the moby dick about: New Essays on Moby-Dick Richard H. Brodhead, 1986-11-28 An
introductory critical guide with five specialised essays analysing Melville's classic Moby-Dick.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick Herman Melville, Alfred Kazin, 1955-01-02 The
classic story of Moby Dick, the whale pursued relentlessly by the crazed Captain Ahab.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 2017-11-10 Large Print,
Dyslexia-Friendly Edition: Call me Ishmael. This classic story by Herman Melville follows the keen
young whaler, Ishmael, aboard the Pequod for his first whaling mission, and Captain Ahab's
obsession with a huge white whale, Moby Dick. The captain lost his leg to the creature years earlier
and as the crew soon learns, Ahab will stop at nothing to avenge his nemesis.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick by Herman Melville Herman Herman Melville,
2021-02-09 Moby Dick, novel by Herman Melville, published in London in October 1851 as The
Whale and a month later in New York City as Moby-Dick; or, The Whale. It is dedicated to Nathaniel
Hawthorne. Moby Dick is generally regarded as Melville's magnum opus and one of the greatest
American novels.
  what is the moby dick about: MOBY-DICK; Or, the WHALE by Herman Melville (Annotated)
Herman Melville, 2021-05-12 The novel Moby Dick by Herman Melville is an epic tale of the voyage
of the whaling ship the Pequod and its captain, Ahab, who relentlessly pursues the great Sperm
Whale (the title character) during a journey around the world. The narrator of the novel is Ishmael, a



sailor on the Pequod who undertakes the journey out of his affection for the sea.Moby Dick begins
with Ishmael's arrival in New Bedford as he travels toward Nantucket. He rests at the Spouter Inn in
New Bedford, where he meets Queequeg, a harpooner from New Zealand who will also sail on the
Pequod. Although Queequeg appears dangerous, he and Ishmael must share a bed together and the
narrator quickly grows fond of the somewhat uncivilized harpooner. Queequeg is actually the son of
a High Chief who left New Zealand because of his desire to learn among Christians. The next day,
Ishmael attends a church service and listens to a sermon by Father Mapple, a renowned preacher
who delivers a sermon considering Jonah and the whale that concludes that the tale is a lesson to
preacher Truth in the face of Falsehood.On a schooner to Nantucket, Ishmael and Queequeg come
across a local bumpkin who mocks Queequeg. However, when this bumpkin is swept overboard,
Queequeg saves him. In Nantucket, Queequeg and Ishmael choose between three ships for a year
journey, and decide upon the Pequod. The Captain of the Pequod, Peleg, is now retired, and merely
owns the boat with another Quaker, Bildad. Peleg tells them of the new captain, Ahab, and
immediately describes him as a grand and ungodly man. Before leaving for their voyage, Ishmael
and Queequeg come across a stranger named Elijah who predicts disaster on their journey. Before
leaving on the Pequod, Elijah again predicts disaster.Ishmael and Queequeg board the Pequod,
where Captain Ahab is still unseen, secluded in his own cabin. Peleg and Bildad consult with
Starbuck, the first mate. He is a Quaker and a Nantucket native who is quite practical. The second
mate is Stubb, a Cape Cod native with a more jovial and carefree attitude. The third is Flask, a
Martha's Vineyard native with a pugnacious attitude. Melville introduces the rest of the crew,
including the Indian harpooner Tashtego, the African harpooner Daggoo.Several days into the
voyage, Ahab finally appears as a man seemingly made of bronze who stands on an ivory leg
fashioned from whalebone. He eventually gets into a violent argument with Stubb when the second
mate makes a joke at Ahab's expense, and kicks him. This leads Stubb to dream of kicking Ahab's
ivory leg off, but Flask claims that the kick from Ahab is a sign of honor.At last, Ahab tells the crew
of the Pequod to look for a white-headed whale with a wrinkled brow: Moby Dick, the legendary
whale that took Ahab's leg. Starbuck tells Ahab that his obsession with Moby Dick is madness, but
Ahab claims that all things are masks and there is some unknown reasoning behind that mask that
man must strike through. For Ahab, Moby Dick is that mask. Ahab himself seems to recognize his
own madness. Starbuck begins to worry that the ship is overmatched by the mad captain and knows
that he will see an impious end to Ahab.While Queequeg and Ishmael weave a sword-mat for lashing
to their boat, the Pequod soon comes upon a whale and Ahab orders his crew to their boats. Ahab
orders his special crew, which Ishmael compares to phantoms, to their boats. The crew attacks a
whale and Queequeg does strike it, but this is insufficient to kill it. Among the phantoms in the boat
is Fedallah, a sinister Parsee.After passing the Cape of Good Hope, the Pequod comes across the
Goney (Albatross), another ship on its voyage. Ahab asks whether they have seen Moby Dick as the
ships pass one another, but Ahab cannot hear his answer. The mere passing of the ships is
unorthodox behavior, for ships will generally have a 'gam,' a meeting between two ships. The
Pequod does have a gam with the next ship it encounters, the Town-Ho.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby-Dick or, The Whale - Herman Melville Herman
Melville, 2021-05-20 Moby-Dick; or, The Whale is an 1851 novel by American writer Herman
Melville. The book is the sailor Ishmael's narrative of the obsessive quest of Ahab, captain of the
whaling ship Pequod, for revenge on Moby Dick, the giant white sperm whale that on the ship's
previous voyage bit off Ahab's leg at the knee. A contribution to the literature of the American
Renaissance, Moby-Dick was published to mixed reviews, was a commercial failure, and was out of
print at the time of the author's death in 1891. Its reputation as a Great American Novel was
established only in the 20th century, after the centennial of its author's birth. William Faulkner said
he wished he had written the book himself, and D. H. Lawrence called it one of the strangest and
most wonderful books in the world and the greatest book of the sea ever written. Its opening
sentence, Call me Ishmael, is among world literature's most famous
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick the Complete & Unabridged Original Classic Herman



Melville, 2015-04-12 This premium quality edition contains the complete and unabridged original
classic version of Moby Dick, printed on heavyweight, bright white paper in a large 7.44x9.69
format, with a laminated cover featuring an original design. Also included is a detailed introductory
essay discussing the life and work of Herman Melville and the history and significance of Moby Dick,
providing the modern reader with useful background information to enhance the enjoyment of this
classic. Herman Melville is known today primarily for his iconic whaling novel, Moby Dick (1851),
the story of the struggle between Captain Ahab and the great white whale, which appears on many
lists of greatest books ever written and is considered an essential part of the Western Canon.
Ironically, when the novel was published it was a monumental flop and signaled the end of
Melvilles's career as a novelist. One theory is that the omission of the epilogue from the first printing
left the book open to ridicule as a first-person narrative in which the narrator did not survive to tell
the tale. He published several more novels, all without success, and in 1866 became a New York
customs inspector, all but forgotten for the next fifty years. It was not until the rise of the modernist
movement that Moby Dick was recognized as a great literary work. What once were regarded as
serious flaws came to be viewed as literary innovations, and the novel went from being criticized as
undisciplined and poorly crafted to being hailed as ahead of its time and visionary. For the modern
reader, the complex analytical theories behind Moby Dick may get in the way of enjoying the novel
for its own sake. Taking Moby Dick at face value, it is an interesting tale, rich with diverse
characters and evocative themes like friendship, class and social status, good and evil, isolation and
community, the existence of God, obsession and human perception. A vivid depiction of life aboard
ship in the nineteenth century it is perhaps the most detailed and accessible existing picture of what
was, for a time, the richest industry in the United States. If at times the text seems stilted or
antiquated, as might be expected from any work from this era, it is equally true that at times the text
attains a soaring, almost lyric tone. The most casual reader cannot fail to appreciate the
unforgettable characters, compelling storyline and vivid depictions of whales, whalers and whaling,
and the obsession-driven quest after the great white whale upon which Ahab leads, and the crew
follows, to their doom. And this, without anything more, makes Moby Dick essential reading.
Herman Melville (1819-1891) was an author of the American Renaissance, or Romantic, period. Born
in New York City, he was the third child of a successful merchant. He worked as a schoolteacher
before going to sea for the first time in 1839. Serving on a whaler in 1842, he jumped ship and spent
a month living among South Pacific islanders. His first novel, Typee (1846), a bestseller, was based
in part on his experiences in the South Pacific as was the successful sequel, Omoo (1847). The same
year Melville, now a successful novelist, married Elizabeth Knapp Shaw. They would have four
children between 1849 and 1855. Mardi and Redburn, both published in 1849, met with limited
success. Mardi in particular was criticized as so thematically dense as to be incomprehensible.
White-Jacket (1850), based on Melville's brief service in the U.S. Navy, was his most influential work
during his lifetime, with graphic descriptions of flogging that led directly to banning the practice on
naval vessels. Moby Dick and several additional failed novels and poetry collections followed.
Melville sank into obscurity and died in 1891, about 20 years before Moby Dick was recognized as a
literary classic.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick - Kid Classics Thomas Nelson, 2024-07-09 Share the
classic novel by Herman Melville in an illustrated chapter storybook made for young readers! Full of
adventure and excitement, beginner readers will find the epic tale of Kid Classics Moby Dick
irresistible! The sailor Ishmael tells the tale of whaling ship Captain Ahab's obsessive quest to get
revenge on Moby Dick, the legendary giant white sperm whale who bit off his leg! With page after
page of captivating illustrations, this magical hardcover will be the fought over favorite in your home
and schoolroom! Melville was an American novelist, short story writer, and poet. He also worked as
a schoolteacher, clerk, and sailor, and his writing was not well known at the time of his death;
however, in years since Moby Dick has become known as one of the greatest novels of all time. This
just-for-kids retelling of Herman Melville’s classic Moby Dick: Is an abridged, child-friendly retelling
of original novel Is a beautiful illustrated hardcover with illustrations in each chapter Is perfect for



homeschooling, school reading challenges, and beginning readers
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick or The Whale Herman Melville, 2024-09-10
Embark on an epic voyage with Herman Melville's classic, Moby-Dick; or, The Whale. This timeless
masterpiece captures the relentless pursuit of vengeance and the profound depths of human
obsession as narrated by the sailor Ishmael. Join Captain Ahab on his fateful quest aboard the
whaling ship Pequod as he seeks revenge against Moby Dick, the formidable white whale that
maimed him. Melville's intricate narrative and vivid descriptions dive deep into the complexities of
fate, nature, and the human spirit. But what drives Ahab’s unyielding pursuit of the whale? Is his
quest fueled by personal vengeance, or does it symbolize a deeper struggle against the forces of
nature and destiny? Explore the rich tapestry of Melville's prose, where every chapter unravels new
dimensions of adventure and existential reflection. This novel is not just a story of a whale hunt; it's
a profound exploration of humanity's struggles and aspirations. Are you ready to journey into the
heart of the sea and confront the mysteries of Moby-Dick; or, The Whale? Experience Melville's epic
tale and discover the challenges faced by Captain Ahab and his crew. Purchase your copy of
Moby-Dick; or, The Whale today, and immerse yourself in one of the greatest literary adventures
ever told.
  what is the moby dick about: Herman Melville's Moby-Dick Harold Bloom, 2007 Herman
Melville was already considered to be a successful author when he wrote Moby-Dick in just under
two years. Yet despite his earlier success, the novel was widely misunderstood by its 19th-century
readers, who expected a more traditional adventure novel. Today Moby-Dick is considered to be an
undisputed classic, and many believe it to be the epitome of the great American novel. With an
unforgettable cast of characters, inluding the mad Captain Ahab, Melville skillfully documents the
Pequod crew's tragic hunt for the great white whale. The full-length essays presented in Herman
Melville's Moby Dick, Updated Edition provide expert commentary on the huge canvas of symbols
themes, and subjects presented in this novel, as well as an introduction, a chronology, a
bibliography, and an index, that will help students navigate confidently through Melville's
masterpiece.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby-Dick Hermann Hesse, 2020-04-14 Moby-Dick is an 1851
novel by Herman Melville. The story tells the adventures of the wandering sailor Ishmael and his
voyage on the whaling ship Pequod, commanded by Captain Ahab. Ishmael soon learns that Ahab
seeks one specific whale, Moby-Dick, a white whale of tremendous size and ferocity. Comparatively
few whaling ships know of Moby-Dick, and fewer yet have encountered him. In a previous encounter,
the whale destroyed Ahab's boat and bit off his leg. Ahab intends to exact revenge.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick; Gold, the Whale Herman Melville, 2017-11-16
MOBY-DICKMoby-Dick; or, The Whale is a novel by the American writer Herman Melville, published
in 1851 during the American Renaissance. Sailor Ishmael tells the story of the obsessive quest of
Ahab, captain of the whaling ship Pequod, for revenge for Moby Dick, the white whale who, during
the previous whaling trip, bit Ahab's leg at the knee. The novel was a commercial failure and
exhausted at the time of the author's death in 1891, but during the 20th century, his reputation as a
great American novel was established. William Faulkner confessed that he would have liked to write
it himself, and DH Lawrence called it one of the strangest and most wonderful books in the world,
and the greatest book of the sea ever written. Call me Ishmael is among the most famous opening
phrases of world literature.The result of a year and a half of writing, the book draws on Melville's
experience at sea, his reading of whale literature and literary inspirations such as Shakespeare and
the Bible. The white whale is modeled on the famous albino whale Mocha Dick, whose end is based
on the sinking of the whale whale Essex. Detailed and realistic descriptions of whaling and whale oil
extraction, as well as life on board a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with the exploration of social
and class status, good and evil and the existence of God. In addition to narrative prose, Melville uses
literary styles and devices ranging from songs, poetry, and catalogs to Shakespeare's scenic
directions, soliloquies, and sides.Dedicated to Nathaniel Hawthorne, as a sign of my admiration for
his genius, the work was first published under the title The Whale in London in October 1851, and



under its definitive title in New York in November. Hundreds of differences, mostly light and some
important, are observed between the two editions. The London publisher has censored or changed
sensitive passages and Melville has made revisions, including the last-minute change of title for the
New York edition. The whale, however, appears in both editions as Moby Dick, without a
hyphen.HERMAN MELVILLEHerman Melville (August 1, 1819 - September 28, 1891) was an
American novelist, a news writer, and a poet of the American Renaissance period. His best-known
works include Typee (1846), a romantic account of his experiences in Polynesian life, and his
whaling novel Moby-Dick (1851). His work has been almost forgotten in his last 30 years. His writing
is based on his experience at sea as a common sailor, the exploration of literature and philosophy,
and the engagement in the contradictions of American society in a period of rapid change. He
developed a complex Baroque style; the vocabulary is rich and original, a strong sense of rhythm
permeates the elaborate sentences, the imagery is often mystical or ironic, and the abundance of
allusions extends to biblical writing, to myth, to philosophy, to literature and the visual arts.Melville
was born in New York, the third child of a dry French merchant. His formal education ended
abruptly after his father's death in 1832, leaving the family in a difficult financial situation. He
briefly became a teacher before sinking in 1839 as a seaman on a merchant ship. In 1840, he signed
aboard the whaler Acushnet on his first whaling trip, but jumped ship in the Marquesas Islands. He
returned to Boston in 1844 after other adventures.His first book was Typee (1846), a highly
romanticized account of his life among the Polynesians. He became such a bestseller that he wrote
the Omoo Suite (1847). These successes encouraged her to marry Elizabeth Shaw, daughter of a
prominent Boston family, but success was hard to maintain. His first novel that was not based on his
own experiences was Tuesday (1849), a tale of the sea that develops into a philosophical allegory -
but it was not well received.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick Herman Melville, 2020-08-26 Moby-Dick; or, The
Whale is an 1851 novel by American writer Herman Melville. The book is the sailor Ishmael's
narrative of the obsessive quest of Ahab, captain of the whaling ship Pequod, for revenge on Moby
Dick, the giant white sperm whale that on the ship's previous voyage bit off Ahab's leg at the knee. A
contribution to the literature of the American Renaissance, Moby-Dick was published to mixed
reviews, was a commercial failure, and was out of print at the time of the author's death in 1891. Its
reputation as a Great American Novel was established only in the 20th century, after the centennial
of its author's birth. William Faulkner said he wished he had written the book himself, and D. H.
Lawrence called it one of the strangest and most wonderful books in the world and the greatest book
of the sea ever written. Its opening sentence, Call me Ishmael, is among world literature's most
famous. Melville began writing Moby-Dick in February 1850, and finished 18 months later, a year
longer than he had anticipated. Melville drew on his experience as a common sailor from 1841 to
1844, including several years on whalers, and on wide reading in whaling literature. The white
whale is modeled on the notoriously hard-to-catch albino whale Mocha Dick, and the book's ending is
based on the sinking of the whaleship Essex in 1820. His literary influences include Shakespeare
and the Bible. The detailed and realistic descriptions of whale hunting and of extracting whale oil, as
well as life aboard ship among a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with exploration of class and
social status, good and evil, and the existence of God. In addition to narrative prose, Melville uses
styles and literary devices ranging from songs, poetry, and catalogs to Shakespearean stage
directions, soliloquies, and asides. In August 1850, with the manuscript perhaps half finished, he met
Nathaniel Hawthorne and was deeply moved by his Mosses from an Old Manse, which he compared
to Shakespeare in its cosmic ambitions. This encounter may have inspired him to revise and expand
Moby-Dick, which is dedicated to Hawthorne, in token of my admiration for his genius.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick; Or the Whale Herman Melville, 2015-10-28 Herman
Melville (August 1, 1819 - September 28, 1891) was an American novelist, short story writer, and
poet from the American Renaissance period. Most of his writings were published between 1846 and
1857. Best known for his sea adventure Typee (1846) and his whaling novel Moby-Dick (1851), he
was almost forgotten during the last thirty years of his life. Melville's writing draws on his



experience at sea as a common sailor, exploration of literature and philosophy, and engagement in
the contradictions of American society in a period of rapid change. The main characteristic of his
style is probably pervasive allusion, reflecting his written sources. Melville's way of adapting what
he read for his own new purposes, scholar Stanley T. Williams wrote, was a transforming power
comparable to Shakespeare's.
  what is the moby dick about: Moby Dick: Or, the Whale by Herman Melville Herman
Herman Melville, 2021-07-26 Moby-Dick; or, The Whale is a novel by Herman Melville, in which
Ishmael narrates the monomaniacal quest of Ahab, captain of the whaler Pequod, for revenge on the
albino sperm whale Moby Dick, which on a previous voyage destroyed Ahab's ship and severed his
leg at the knee. Although the novel was a commercial failure and out of print at the time of the
author's death in 1891, its reputation grew immensely during the twentieth century. D. H. Lawrence
called it one of the strangest and most wonderful books in the world, and the greatest book of the
sea ever written. Moby-Dick is considered a Great American Novel and an outstanding work of the
Romantic period in America and the American Renaissance. Call me Ishmael is one of world
literature's most famous opening sentences. The product of a year and a half of writing, the book is
dedicated to Nathaniel Hawthorne, in token of my admiration for his genius, and draws on Melville's
experience at sea, on his reading in whaling literature, and on literary inspirations such as
Shakespeare and the Bible. The detailed and realistic descriptions of whale hunting and of
extracting whale oil, as well as life aboard ship among a culturally diverse crew, are mixed with
exploration of class and social status, good and evil, and the existence of God. In addition to
narrative prose, Melville uses styles and literary devices ranging from songs, poetry and catalogs to
Shakespearean stage directions, soliloquies and asides. The author changed the title at the very last
moment in September 1851. The work first appeared as The Whale in London in October 1851, and
then under its definitive title Moby-Dick in New York in November. The whale, however, appears in
both the London and New York editions as Moby Dick, with no hyphen. The British edition of five
hundred copies was not reprinted during the author's life, the American of almost three thousand
was reprinted three times at approximately 250 copies, the last reprinting in 1871. These figures are
exaggerated because three hundred copies were destroyed in a fire at Harper's; only 3,200 copies
were actually sold during the author's life.
  what is the moby dick about: The Originals Moby Dick Or The Whale HERMAN. MELVILLE,
2019-03-15 Originally published as Moby-Dick, or, The Whale (1851), Herman Melville's
masterpiece, is one of the greatest American novels. The deceptively simple novel of the sea is filled
with allegories and is open to interpretation, both religious and agnostic, amongst others. At the
simplest level, the novel narrates Captain Ahab's murderous obsession with the titular character, the
whale, Moby-Dick after he loses his leg to it on a whaling mission. His quest for revenge drives him
insane and deeply affects those around him. Beautifully written, Melville's masterly narrative comes
to the fore in his magnum opus, which was dedicated to American writer Nathaniel Hawthorne.
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