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Last Chance Saloon: Understanding the Meaning, Origins, and Modern Usage

last chance saloon is a phrase that often pops up in conversations, movies, and literature, evoking an image of
a final opportunity or a critical moment before things go wrong. But what exactly does it mean, where did it
come from, and how is it used today? Whether you’ve heard it in passing or want to enrich your vocabulary
with idiomatic expressions, this article dives deep into the world of the last chance saloon, offering insights,
historical context, and tips on using the phrase naturally.

The Meaning Behind the Last Chance Saloon

At its core, the term “last chance saloon” refers to a final opportunity to do something before it’s too late.
Imagine a scenario where someone is on the brink of failure or losing something important, and the “last chance
saloon” is their final stop — their last shot at redemption or success. The phrase conveys urgency, a do-or-
die moment, or a crucial turning point.

This idiomatic expression is often used in both literal and metaphorical contexts. Literally, it originated from
physical saloons or bars that were the last place to buy alcohol before entering dry zones or crossing
borders where alcohol sales were prohibited. Metaphorically, it has evolved to describe any last opportunity
or critical juncture in life, business, sports, or personal relationships.

Tracing the Origins of the Last Chance Saloon

Understanding where the phrase “last chance saloon” comes from enriches its meaning and shows how language
evolves over time.

The Literal Last Chance Saloon

Back in the 19th and early 20th centuries, especially in parts of the United States and the United Kingdom,
certain towns or regions implemented dry laws restricting or banning the sale of alcohol. Travelers
approaching these areas would find a final bar or saloon just before entering the dry zone — literally their
last chance to enjoy a drink. This bar was colloquially dubbed the “last chance saloon.”

For example, near state lines where alcohol laws changed, or before entering towns with prohibition rules,
these establishments served as a final stop for thirsty patrons. Over time, the phrase became associated not
only with physical places but also with the concept of a final opportunity.

Figurative Use in Literature and Speech

The phrase started gaining traction in general speech and literature as a metaphor for last chances. Writers
and public speakers used it to describe situations where someone was on the edge of failure but still had one
more opportunity to turn things around.

Its evocative imagery made it a popular idiom and it found its way into newspapers, novels, and everyday
conversation. Today, even without any literal saloon attached, the phrase carries the weight of urgency and
finality.



How to Use Last Chance Saloon in Everyday Conversation

Incorporating idioms like last chance saloon into your language can make your speech more colorful and
relatable. Here are some pointers and examples to help you use the phrase naturally.

When to Use the Phrase

The last chance saloon is appropriate when describing:

A final opportunity to fix a problem or succeed

A critical moment when one must act decisively

A situation where failure to act will lead to negative consequences

For instance, if a student is about to fail a course but has one more exam to pass, you could say, “This exam
is my last chance saloon to pass the class.”

Examples in Sentences

- “After missing several deadlines, this project review meeting is her last chance saloon to impress the boss.”
- “We’re approaching the last chance saloon for registering before the event sells out.”
- “The team is in the last chance saloon of the championship — win this game or go home.”

Tips for Natural Usage

- Avoid overusing the phrase to keep it impactful.
- Match the tone: it works well in informal to semi-formal contexts.
- Pair it with clear stakes or consequences to emphasize urgency.
- Use it to add a bit of dramatic flair when describing last opportunities.

The Cultural Impact of the Last Chance Saloon

Beyond language, the term last chance saloon has made its mark on pop culture, music, and media, often
symbolizing moments of desperate hope or final battles.

In Film and Television

Numerous Westerns and dramas have featured literal last chance saloons as settings where characters face
critical decisions. These saloons are often depicted as dimly lit, smoky bars where the protagonist confronts
their fate, reflecting the phrase’s metaphorical meaning.

Even in modern shows, the phrase is used to heighten tension or underline pivotal moments — a last chance
before a relationship ends, a career stalls, or a mystery is solved.



In Music and Literature

Songs and poems sometimes mention the last chance saloon to evoke feelings of desperation, hope, or finality.
It’s a powerful symbol that resonates with anyone who has faced a last opportunity.

Writers use the phrase to describe characters’ turning points, making scenes more vivid and emotionally
charged.

Similar Expressions and Related Terms

If you enjoy idioms like last chance saloon, you might find the following expressions useful. These phrases share
similar themes of urgency, finality, or critical moments:

Make or break: A situation where the outcome will either lead to success or failure.

Do or die: A critical moment requiring decisive action.

Last ditch effort: A final attempt to achieve something.

Final curtain: The end of a period or opportunity.

Point of no return: A stage beyond which one cannot go back.

Using a variety of these idioms can help you express nuanced ideas about urgent or pivotal situations.

The Psychological Angle: Why Do Last Chances Matter?

From a psychological perspective, last chance moments often trigger intense emotional responses. The pressure
of a final opportunity can motivate people to focus, act decisively, or sometimes feel overwhelmed.

Understanding this helps explain why the last chance saloon metaphor resonates so deeply. It reflects the
human experience of facing deadlines, consequences, and pivotal choices.

Here are some insights related to last chance scenarios:

Motivation Boost: The urgency can stimulate a surge of energy and focus.

Stress and Anxiety: The pressure may also cause fear of failure or hesitation.

Decision Making: People may rely more on intuition or simplified choices under pressure.

Resilience: Success in a last chance scenario can build confidence and grit.

Recognizing these dynamics can help you prepare for your own “last chance saloon” moments, whether in exams,
job interviews, or personal challenges.



Applying the Last Chance Saloon Mindset in Real Life

Sometimes, life hands us “last chance saloon” situations, but you don’t have to wait for a crisis to act.
Adopting a proactive mindset can turn potential last chances into early wins.

Strategies to Make the Most of Final Opportunities

Stay Calm: Manage stress and keep your focus clear.

Prepare Thoroughly: Even if it’s a last chance, preparation increases the odds of success.

Prioritize: Identify what matters most and concentrate your efforts there.

Seek Support: Don’t hesitate to ask for help or advice.

Learn from Failure: If the last chance slips away, analyze what went wrong to improve future efforts.

By embracing these approaches, you can turn “last chance saloon” moments into defining success stories.

---

Language is a living thing, and idioms like last chance saloon add color and depth to the way we express
critical moments. Whether you’re describing a tricky situation at work, a tense game, or a personal
crossroads, this phrase perfectly captures the essence of that one final opportunity everyone hopes to make
count. Next time you find yourself facing a do-or-die scenario, you’ll know you’re right in the middle of your
very own last chance saloon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'last chance saloon' mean?

The phrase 'last chance saloon' refers to a final opportunity to do something before it is too late, often
implying a last hope or final warning.

Where does the term 'last chance saloon' originate from?

The term originates from American frontier times, where a 'last chance saloon' was a bar located just before
one entered dry territory, offering a final chance to drink alcohol.

How is 'last chance saloon' used in everyday language?

In everyday language, 'last chance saloon' is used metaphorically to describe a situation or opportunity that
represents a final chance to succeed or avoid failure.

Can 'last chance saloon' be used in a professional context?

Yes, 'last chance saloon' can be used in professional settings to describe a final opportunity to meet targets,
make decisions, or rectify issues before facing serious consequences.



Are there any cultural references associated with 'last chance saloon'?

The phrase 'last chance saloon' appears in various cultural references, including literature, films, and music,
symbolizing a critical moment or turning point where a final effort is required.

Additional Resources
Last Chance Saloon: Understanding the Origins, Usage, and Cultural Impact

last chance saloon is a phrase deeply embedded in the English language, often used metaphorically to describe a
final opportunity to succeed or avoid failure. Its vivid imagery evokes scenes of the Old West, where a saloon
stood as the last stop for travelers before venturing into uncertain territory. Exploring the origins,
evolution, and contemporary applications of the term reveals not only linguistic nuances but also broader
cultural and social implications.

The Historical Roots of Last Chance Saloon

The phrase "last chance saloon" traces its origins to the 19th-century American frontier, where saloons were
common establishments offering food, drink, and lodging to travelers and locals alike. The "last chance"
aspect referred to the final place to purchase alcohol or rest before entering a dry territory or a long
stretch devoid of amenities.

In the context of the American West, such saloons often marked the transition point between settled towns
and the wilderness. For instance, miners heading towards remote gold rush sites or pioneers moving westward
would encounter these establishments as their final respite. The phrase quickly entered popular vernacular,
symbolizing any last opportunity to secure a necessary resource or advantage.

Interestingly, the term also found its way into British English, where it took on a slightly altered
connotation. In Britain, a "last chance saloon" could refer to a pub located near a jurisdictional boundary
where alcohol sales were restricted, effectively serving as the final place to drink before entering dry zones or
adhering to specific licensing laws.

Last Chance Saloon in Modern Language and Culture

Today, "last chance saloon" is predominantly used metaphorically, extending far beyond its literal origins. It
serves as a powerful idiom in business, sports, politics, and personal contexts, denoting a critical juncture
where failure to act decisively could result in irrevocable loss.

Business and Economic Usage

In corporate environments, executives often describe scenarios as a "last chance saloon" when a company faces
dire financial straits or strategic crossroads. For example, a struggling firm might view a product launch or
merger as their last chance saloon to regain market relevance. This usage encapsulates the pressure and
urgency inherent in critical decision-making moments.

Moreover, economic downturns can create last chance saloon scenarios for industries or governments.
Bailouts, restructuring, or policy shifts become the metaphorical saloons where stakeholders must act or
face collapse. The phrase thus encapsulates both risk and opportunity, highlighting the high stakes involved.



Sports and Entertainment

In competitive sports, athletes and teams frequently encounter "last chance saloon" moments—matches or
tournaments where victory is imperative to continue competing or to salvage a season. Coaches and
commentators leverage the phrase to underscore the gravity of such encounters, amplifying audience
engagement.

Similarly, in entertainment, reality television shows or talent competitions often frame elimination rounds as
last chance saloons, intensifying drama and viewer investment. This usage demonstrates the phrase's
adaptability and its resonance with audiences seeking narratives of redemption and final opportunities.

Political Contexts

Political arenas are rife with last chance saloon scenarios, particularly during elections, negotiations, or
legislative deadlines. Politicians may face a final opportunity to pass crucial bills, secure voter support, or
salvage reputations. The metaphor aptly conveys the high-pressure environment and the consequences of
inaction or failure.

Analyzing the Linguistic and Cultural Significance

The enduring popularity of "last chance saloon" can be attributed to its vivid imagery and emotional weight.
The saloon, historically a social hub, symbolizes refuge and decision-making under pressure. Coupled with "last
chance," it encapsulates a universal human experience: confronting a decisive moment with limited options.

From a linguistic perspective, the phrase functions as a dynamic idiom, flexible enough to be applied across
diverse contexts while retaining its core meaning. It illustrates how language evolves by borrowing historical
and cultural elements to enrich contemporary communication.

Pros and Cons of Using the Phrase

Pros: The phrase is immediately evocative, concise, and widely understood, making it effective for
emphasizing urgency and stakes.

Cons: Overuse in media and corporate jargon can dilute its impact, leading to clich� and potential
ambiguity if the audience is unfamiliar with its connotations.

Comparisons with Similar Idioms

"Last chance saloon" shares thematic similarities with idioms like "make or break," "do or die," and "final
hurdle." However, its unique historical background and imagery set it apart, providing richer narrative
potential. Unlike more generic phrases, it evokes a tangible setting and cultural milieu, enhancing storytelling.

The Phrase in Digital and SEO Contexts



For content creators and marketers, integrating "last chance saloon" alongside related LSI (Latent Semantic
Indexing) keywords—such as "final opportunity," "critical moment," "pressing deadline," and "urgent
decision"—can enhance SEO performance. Using this phrase naturally within articles, reviews, or reports helps
capture search intent related to urgency and pivotal situations.

However, maintaining a balance is essential. Overstuffing content with idioms or synonyms risks keyword
stuffing penalties and diminishes readability. Instead, weaving the phrase organically into well-researched
narratives ensures engagement and search engine favorability.

Practical Applications for SEO Writers

Utilize "last chance saloon" in headings and subheadings to target niche searches.

Complement the phrase with LSI keywords like "final chance," "last opportunity," or "urgent action."

Incorporate contextual examples from business, sports, or politics to broaden relevance.

Maintain a professional tone to appeal to knowledge-seeking audiences and authoritative platforms.

Last Chance Saloon: A Symbol Beyond Language

Beyond its linguistic utility, the concept of a last chance saloon resonates with human psychology and
decision-making patterns. It represents the pressure-cooker scenario where individuals or groups confront
consequences shaped by past choices. This universal theme permeates literature, film, and everyday
conversation, reinforcing its place in cultural consciousness.

In sum, the last chance saloon is more than a quaint phrase; it is a versatile metaphor capturing the essence of
critical junctures. Whether invoked in strategic meetings, sports commentaries, or political analyses, it
communicates urgency, stakes, and the need for decisive action with clarity and emotional depth. As language
and culture continue to evolve, this idiom remains a potent tool for expressing the timeless drama of final
opportunities.
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Tara, Katherine and Fintan have been best friends since they were teenagers. Now in their early
thirties, they've been living it up in London for ten years. But what have they to show for a decade of
hedonism? Sure, Tara's got a boyfriend - but only because she's terrified of spending five minutes
alone. Katherine, on the other hand, has a neatness fetish that won't let anyone too close to mess up
her life. And Fintan? Well, he has everything. Until he learns that without your health, you've got
nothing . . . All three are drinking in the last chance saloon and they're about to discover that if you
don't change your life, life has a way of changing you . . . 'A comforting doorstopper of a read that's
as addictive as solitaire' Daily Mail ___________ Praise for Marian Keyes 'An outstanding writer and
chronicler of our times' Independent on Sunday 'Mercilessly funny' Times 'The voice of a generation'
Daily Mirror
  last chance saloon: The Last Chance Saloon (Talking Book). Marian Keyes, 2012
  last chance saloon: Ghost Stories of Alberta Barbara Smith, 1993-09 An eerie collection of
ghost stories in Alberta, from urban centres to rural areas and the Rocky Mountains.
  last chance saloon: Last Chance Saloon Random House, 1999-12-01
  last chance saloon: Last Chances Judith Bartow, 2020-02-05 Is there still time? Do I have a last
chance after all? These revealing stories introduce you to characters of a certain age, without
regrets but with those lingering questions. Meet... • Scott, once the golden boy who always seemed
to have everything except the one thing he still needs most of all. Can he finally find a way to feel
like the hero everyone seemed to expect him to be? • Sam, who cherishes a dystopian view of
himself. Can he risk discarding that perception for a shot at redemption by daring to love someone?
• Lacey, who depends on a succession of affairs to feel complete. Can she take from a new and
unlikely friendship the courage to defeat the dangers of the way she has been living her life? •
Emily, who has a mysterious encounter with the lost love of her youth. Can she learn the lessons of
her past in time to accept the happier reality of who she has become? • Ben, who had his own
encounter with the devil romance. Can he stop obsessing over what he has lost to embrace what he
still has? • Marianne, who lives under a self-serving cloud of failure. Can she let go of that excuse to
claim what is right there waiting for her?
  last chance saloon: Tombstone Walter Noble Burns, 1999 A mixture of fact and fiction, this is
the book that defined Wyatt Earp's legend as a gunfighter-lawman.
  last chance saloon: Sherri's Secrets Laurie Campbell, 2018-04-04 With candor and directness,
the author takes you on a deeply personal, narrative journey through her life. From a sometimes
abusive and disturbing childhood, to several moves between three provinces in Canada, she builds a
life with her husband and children. Through a compelling tale of adversity and accomplishment, she
becomes an enterprising and tenacious adult. Learning through it all, that she is empowered to
decide what situations confine or define her, and asserts. How truly blessed my life has been!
  last chance saloon: Ilona's Mountain C. Birch Pontius, 2006-04 ILONA'S MOUNTAIN is a
woman's historical adventure novel circa 1820-1850. What follows is an engrossing action-packed
tale of a young woman's struggles in an era where violence and conflict exists in a male-dominated
society. The heroine is a destitute young girl, born 1820 into a sharecropper's family. Adopted by the
famous Colonel Wade Hampton of America's Revolutionary War, Ilona Christine Rutledge grows up
on the Carolina showplace, Hampton Plantation. Over the years the young Ilona matures as an
educated southern lady and an astute businesswoman. Using plantation slaves, the heroine farms a
sizeable garden, opens highway vegetables stand, and wisely shares her profits with the slaves. By
her middle teens, she finances the re-floating of a sunken riverboat from the waters of Savannah,
Georgia. She hires a New Orleans marine engineer to raise the derelict, refit it, and fashion it into an
opulent riverboat casino. Unexpectedly, heavily armed enemies strike. Within years, That Rutledge
intruder, now known as The River Queen, acquires a fleet of elegant stern-wheeler gambling boats.
Accumulating immense wealth, she helps many people, unwittingly including those who secretly plot
to kill her. The grisly showdown comes when the duelist, Randolph Holcombe, pursues, traps, then
challenges Gray Hair, leader of the murder conspiracy, inside a snow-covered mountain cave. In
spite of a surprising and horrible confrontation, the actual identity of Gray Hair remains hidden.



Only suspicions point to why he hates The River Queen so much.
  last chance saloon: San Luis Obispo Janet Penn Franks, 2004 San Luis Obispo was founded in
1772 as a mission in the foothills of the Santa Lucia Mountains on California's Central Coast. The
city that grew from a rustic pueblo, with its scattering of adobe buildings, today has a wealth of
architectural styles. From the simple barns of the outlying farm community, to the grand hotels and
lively saloons kept busy by the Southern Pacific Railroad depot, and back full circle to the Mission
Revival style edifices of California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo's architecture has
echoed its history. Motor travel brought the world's first motel to this half-way point on California's
historic Highway 101, and the famously zany tourist attraction, the Madonna Inn.
  last chance saloon: Columbus, Ohio Richard E. Barrett, 2002 During the first half of the 20th
century, Columbus grew from a population of 125,560 (1900) to a population of 375,901 (1950)-a
three-fold increase. Postcards were one vehicle for recording the activities that accompanied this
growth. Columbus, Ohio: 1898-1950 in Vintage Postcards includes the earliest Columbus scenic
postcards, many scenes from the golden era of postcards, and later scenes that show some of the
changes that occurred in Columbus between the end of World War I and the post-World War II boom
of the late 1940s. The material presented is from the personal collection of the author, considered to
be the most extensive collection in existence. This collection includes all of the common views such
as the State Capitol, and a large number of one-of-a-kind views, including those of Papa Presutti's
first saloon and of Tommy Sopwith (the English airplane manufacturer) at an air meet in Columbus
in 1910.
  last chance saloon: Archeological Investigations in Skagway, Alaska: The Mascot Sallon
Catherine Holder Spude, 1983
  last chance saloon: Hell's Half Acre Richard F. Selcer, 1991 Includes material on Luke Short,
Bat Masterson, Wyatt Earp, Doc Holliday, Sam Bass, and Butch Cassiday.
  last chance saloon: The Pecos Kid Book 4: Outlaw Hell Len Levinson, 2011-11-16 He killed
before he could shoot, kissed before he could love, won before he could lose. He was too green to
live, too lucky to die. He was a natural, born to be a legend. Outlaw Hell. Everyone tells Duane
Braddock to stay out of Escondido. But a month alone in the desert, even with his keen
Apache-trained survival skills, is a month too long. He’s just partial to trouble – and when he’s hired
to bring order to the outlaw town, there’s plenty for the taking. Before the day is out, four bullies are
dead and the cold-blooded killer responsible is just warming up for his real target – Braddock. Duane
knows that the truth about his family and his past is at stake, sending him on a vengeance ride that
will end in a hail of lightning quick lead.
  last chance saloon: Scout's Honor John A. Miller Jr., 2012-09-19 Why is 13-year-old Scout
Walker first hiding out in a mountaintop cave and then working in the copper mining town of Bisbee,
Arizona disguised as a 16-year-old messenger boy during the autumn of 1896? Her stepfather,
Southern Pacific Railroad Detective Pima Gallagher, is up to his ears in problems dealing with
inexplicable rail shipments at the same time he's busy searching for the runaway girl. Will Scout be
able to maintain her disguise while remaining hidden from her family, or will she become just
another victim of a mining accident before Pima is able to locate and rescue her?
  last chance saloon: Circle of Life Gary Levey, 2011-08-30 Circle of Life, the third novel of the
Joad Cycle, continues the story of Gil Rose, a reticent, immature teenager foreordained to change
mid-twenty-first century America, which is governed by free-market capitaliststhe corporate elite,
who impose dehumanizing laws that replace morality with profit margins. When government troops
destroy Angel Falls, Maine, Gils girlfriend, Stacey Grant, narrowly avoids capture. She flees to
Canada with former president Mark Rose, but their luck runs out and they are taken prisoner.
Stacey manages to escape, though, and finds her way as a fugitive to sanctuary with terrorist Glen
Omar Smithwho is desperate to find Gil before the government does. Using Virtuoso, he brainwashes
Stacey into betraying Gil. After Profit, Gil has split with Bree. He seeks anonymity in the industrial
town of Hamilton, the former site of Detroit. There, he learns what life is like in a world where
money is paramount. He continually runs afoul of city laws designed to minimize human



interrelationships and maximize profit. As HomeSec closes in, Gil meets franchise singer Dyllon
Thomas, who helps him and Queenie, a terrorist who sets him free. As Gil escapes, he is
double-crossed by the person he loves most. For more on the book and America in the mid to late
twenty-first century, visit www.joadcycle.com.
  last chance saloon: Legendary Locals of Aurora, Indiana Jenny Awad, 2013 Aurora, just 20
miles south of Cincinnati, is located at a north-south bend in the Ohio River in Dearborn County. The
first settlers, Revolutionary War veterans Isaac Morrison, Adam Flake, and George Cheek, arrived in
the 1790s looking for a new start for their families. The history of the city was shaped by the Ohio
River, as well as industrial leaders like Thomas Gaff, Peter Williams, and O.P. Cobb and city leaders
such as Watchdog of the Treasury representative William S. Holman, his partner Judge John D.
Haynes, and Dr. John Sutton and his tireless work to cure cholera. Today, Aurora is known for its
picturesque historic downtown and churches. Volunteers like the Turner family, the Charlotte
(Peters) Hastings family, and the Aurora Lions Club work to keep the town beautiful.
  last chance saloon: Taxi to Broadway Christy Jones, 2022-10-31 “Hey, did anyone tell you
look like James Dean!” It happened once in a while. I had just lit a cigarette... (can’t resist the slice
of ham). Drawing into myself; playing the dead actor behind the wheel, cigarette dangling loosely
from my pouting lips; angry at life... scowling at the world! Christy Jones was no James Dean, but he
could proudly tell people in his taxi that he was an actor nonetheless. And driving wasn’t the only
time he could play a character. The author of this memoir found a passion for acting and made it to
Stella Adler’s Academy for Theater in the early ’60s. But to make a decent living he drove a taxi
across New York for six years. Christy never had an accident, though he had plenty of narrow
escapes during his six years of driving. He preferred driving at night, so he could make the rounds of
agents and producers during the day. But the streets can be treacherous... and dangerous. A cab
only lasts a couple of years on New York City streets. After a long time spent dropping people off at
their destinations, he finally arrived at his own: Broadway. Taxi to Broadway is a story of fleeting
conversations and adventurous nocturnal driving, but in the end, it is what all great stories should
be – a tale about following your passions.
  last chance saloon: The New Tourist Paige McClanahan, 2024-06-18 “A genuinely helpful
framework for thinking about our own voyages” (The Atlantic), The New Tourist explores how
tourism has shaped the world, for better and for worse, and offers essential reading for anyone
looking for a deeper understanding of the implications of their wanderlust. Through deep and
insightful dispatches from tourist spots around the globe—from Hawaii to Saudi Arabia, Amsterdam
to Angkor Wat—The New Tourist shines a light on an industry that accounts for one in ten jobs
worldwide and generates nearly ten percent of global GDP. How did a once-niche activity become
the world’s most important means of contact across cultures? When does tourism destroy the soul of
a city, and when does it offer a place a new lease on life? Is “last chance tourism” prompting a
powerful change in perspective—or driving places we love further into the ground? “Engaging and
thoughtful” (Kirkus Reviews) and filled with page-turning revelations, The New Tourist spotlights
painful truths but also delivers a message of hope: that the right kind of tourism—and the right kind
of tourist—can be a powerful force for good.
  last chance saloon: Bramble, Infant Martian Donald L. Kaufmann, 2014-08-29 All the girls like
his name: Bramble. It's the kind of name that would make Shirley Temple say ouch if she were bad.
Eternally part infant, part wily adult, Bramble is a twentieth-century wanderer and adventurer who
leads a vicarious, nomadic life across America and ironically finds himself on his way to Mars.
Throughout his travels, Bramble becomes entangled in complications that require-and reveal-his
sharp intelligence, coupled with an acute sense of absurdity, that enable him to survive. Bramble not
only survives his confrontations with adversity, he thrives in his struggles with the realities of
contemporary American life. Imbuing a dark sense of irony, Bramble, Infant Martian by author
Donald L. Kaufmann, imagines the physical end of American men as the Machine Age wipes them
out. Written against the backdrop of America's developing space exploration program, this science
fiction novel shares how transformed men migrate beyond earth and use their wits and resources to



survive.
  last chance saloon: Pinole George Vincent, Jeff Rubin, Pinole Historical Society, 2009 Pinole
began as the cornerstone of a massive land grant nearly 200 years ago and grew to become an
economic center of early Contra Costa County. Today it is a diverse and public-spirited small city
with a high regard for, and interest in, its heritage. Pinole was named for the gruel (penole or
pinolli) made from seeds, grain, and acorns given by welcoming Native Americans to explorers in the
Pedro Fages expedition in 1772. Pinoles rich commercial and farming historymade possible by its
access to San Pablo Bay and by the convergence of two railroads that ran through the heart of the
communityis chronicled here with numerous photographs from the latter part of the 19th century
through 2009, recalling buildings, people, and events that still live in the hearts of the citys
modern-day residents.
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