challenger deep neal shusterman

**Exploring the Depths: Challenger Deep Neal Shusterman and His Impact on Young Adult Literature**

challenger deep neal shusterman is a phrase that instantly brings to mind one of the most
profound and emotionally stirring novels in contemporary young adult literature. Neal Shusterman’s
*Challenger Deep* has resonated deeply with readers and critics alike, not only for its compelling
narrative but also for its poignant exploration of mental health. In this article, we’ll dive into what
makes *Challenger Deep* such a standout work, unpack the themes and inspirations behind the book,
and explore why Neal Shusterman’s storytelling continues to captivate a diverse audience.

Understanding Challenger Deep Neal Shusterman: The
Book and the Author

Neal Shusterman is a prolific author known for his versatility in writing, ranging from dystopian novels
to contemporary fiction. However, *Challenger Deep* stands out as one of his most personal and
critically acclaimed works. Published in 2015, the novel won the prestigious National Book Award for
Young People’s Literature, cementing Shusterman’s place as a powerful voice in the literary world.

The novel is inspired by Shusterman’s own son’s struggles with schizophrenia, which gives the story
an authenticity and emotional depth that many readers find both enlightening and comforting.
*Challenger Deep* is not just a story about mental iliness; it's a journey into the mind, blending reality
with surrealism to depict the protagonist’s inner turmoil.

The Plot At a Glance

The story follows Caden Bosch, a talented high school student who begins to experience episodes of
psychosis. Throughout the novel, readers are taken on a voyage through Caden’s fractured
perception of reality as he descends into the depths of his own mind. The book’s title refers to the
deepest point in the world’s oceans—the Challenger Deep in the Mariana Trench—symbolizing the
deepest recesses of the human mind and the challenges of navigating mental illness.

Why Challenger Deep Neal Shusterman Resonates with
Readers

One of the reasons *Challenger Deep* has garnered such a strong following is its honest portrayal of
mental health struggles. Unlike many young adult novels that shy away from complex psychological
issues, Shusterman confronts them head-on with sensitivity and nuance.



Breaking the Stigma Around Mental Illiness

At a time when mental health conversations are becoming more prevalent, *Challenger Deep* serves
as a vital tool. It humanizes the experience of living with schizophrenia, a condition often
misunderstood or misrepresented. Readers, especially teens and young adults, find solace in Caden’s
story, recognizing that they are not alone in their struggles.

The Power of Metaphor and Surrealism

Shusterman’s use of metaphor—particularly the ocean as a symbol of Caden’s mind—is a brilliant
narrative device. The blurred lines between reality and hallucination invite readers into the
bewildering experience of psychosis without overwhelming them. This literary technique not only
enriches the storytelling but also fosters empathy.

Delving Deeper: Themes and Literary Elements in
Challenger Deep Neal Shusterman

*Challenger Deep* is rich in themes that extend beyond mental illness. Understanding these layers
adds depth to the reading experience and highlights Shusterman’s skill as a writer.

The Journey of Self-Discovery

Caden’s journey is as much about grappling with his mental iliness as it is about discovering his
identity. The novel explores the challenges of adolescence, family dynamics, and the search for
meaning, all set against the backdrop of his psychological descent and recovery.

The Role of Family and Support Systems

Throughout the novel, the importance of family support is evident. Caden’s parents and sister play
crucial roles in his life, showcasing the impact loved ones have in the face of mental health crises.
This aspect encourages readers to appreciate the value of empathy and patience within their own
relationships.

Hope and Resilience

Despite the heavy subject matter, *Challenger Deep* ultimately conveys a message of hope. Through
Caden’s resilience and moments of clarity, Shusterman illustrates that recovery and understanding
are possible even in the darkest times.



Neal Shusterman’s Writing Style and Its Effectiveness
in Challenger Deep

Shusterman’s prose in *Challenger Deep* is distinctly poetic yet accessible, making it a compelling
read for both young adults and older audiences. His vivid imagery and carefully crafted sentences
mirror the chaos and beauty of Caden’s mind.

Use of Dual Narratives

The novel features two intertwined narratives: Caden’s real-world experiences and his allegorical
journey aboard a ship venturing into the Challenger Deep. This dual structure enhances the
storytelling by juxtaposing the tangible with the abstract, offering readers multiple lenses through
which to understand the protagonist’s condition.

Symbolism and Imagery

Shusterman’s use of nautical imagery—storms, deep-sea creatures, and the vast ocean—serves as
powerful metaphors for mental illness. These symbols help demystify schizophrenia, making the
experience more relatable and less frightening.

Why Educators and Mental Health Advocates
Recommend Challenger Deep Neal Shusterman

Given its sensitive and accurate portrayal of mental health, *Challenger Deep* has become a valuable
resource in educational and therapeutic settings.

Promoting Mental Health Awareness in Schools

Teachers and school counselors often include *Challenger Deep* in their curricula or reading lists to
open discussions about mental health. The book’s empathetic tone and realistic depiction encourage
students to engage in conversations they might otherwise avoid.

Encouraging Empathy and Understanding

By walking in the shoes of someone with schizophrenia, readers develop a deeper understanding and
compassion for those living with mental illness. This can help reduce stigma and foster supportive
environments both in and out of classrooms.



Supporting Families and Caregivers

For families dealing with mental health challenges, *Challenger Deep* offers insight into the
emotional landscape of their loved ones. It can serve as a conversation starter or a source of comfort
during difficult times.

Tips for Readers Approaching Challenger Deep Neal
Shusterman

If you're planning to read *Challenger Deep*, here are a few tips to enhance your experience:

e Approach with an open mind: The novel’s blend of reality and metaphor can be challenging,
but it's designed to convey the complexity of mental illness.

» Take your time: The poetic style and layered narrative benefit from careful reading and
reflection.

¢ Use supplementary resources: Exploring information about schizophrenia can provide
additional context and deepen your understanding.

e Discuss with others: Sharing thoughts with book clubs, educators, or mental health
professionals can enrich your perspective.

Final Thoughts on Challenger Deep Neal Shusterman
and Its Enduring Significance

Neal Shusterman’s *Challenger Deep* is more than just a novel—it’s a bridge between literature and
mental health advocacy. Its authentic portrayal of schizophrenia, combined with masterful
storytelling, has opened doors for empathy and dialogue in ways few books have. Whether you're a
young adult navigating your own challenges, an educator seeking meaningful material, or simply a
lover of powerful stories, *Challenger Deep* offers a profound journey into the human mind and spirit,
reminding us all of the depths we can explore and the hope that lies beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Challenger Deep' by Neal Shusterman about?

'‘Challenger Deep' is a novel by Neal Shusterman that explores the journey of a teenager named
Caden Bosch as he struggles with schizophrenia, blending his reality with a vivid hallucination of a sea



voyage to the deepest point on Earth, the Challenger Deep.

Is 'Challenger Deep' based on Neal Shusterman's personal
experiences?

Yes, Neal Shusterman has stated that 'Challenger Deep' was inspired by his son’s battle with
schizophrenia, which adds authenticity and emotional depth to the story.

What themes are explored in 'Challenger Deep'?

‘Challenger Deep' explores themes such as mental illness, specifically schizophrenia, identity, family
relationships, and the struggle for understanding and acceptance.

Who is the main character in 'Challenger Deep' and what
challenges does he face?

The main character is Caden Bosch, a high school student who experiences schizophrenia. He faces
challenges in distinguishing reality from hallucination, coping with his mental health, and maintaining
relationships with his family and friends.

How does Neal Shusterman portray schizophrenia in
'‘Challenger Deep'?

Shusterman portrays schizophrenia through a dual narrative, alternating between Caden's real life
and his hallucinated sea voyage, providing readers with insight into the disorienting experience of the
illness.

Has 'Challenger Deep' received any awards or recognition?

Yes, 'Challenger Deep' won the 2015 National Book Award for Young People's Literature and has been
widely acclaimed for its sensitive and powerful depiction of mental illness.

What age group is 'Challenger Deep' appropriate for?

‘Challenger Deep' is generally recommended for young adults and older readers due to its mature
themes and complex portrayal of mental iliness.

How does 'Challenger Deep' contribute to mental health
awareness?

By providing an honest and empathetic look at schizophrenia, 'Challenger Deep' helps reduce stigma,
promotes understanding, and encourages conversations about mental health among teens and
adults.

Are there any notable literary techniques used in ‘Challenger



Deep'?

Yes, Shusterman uses a dual narrative structure, vivid imagery, and metaphorical language to depict
Caden’s mental state and the experience of schizophrenia effectively.

Where does the title 'Challenger Deep' come from in Neal
Shusterman's novel?

The title refers to Challenger Deep, the deepest known point in the Earth's oceans, symbolizing the
depths of Caden’s mind and his struggle with the depths of schizophrenia.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Depths of "Challenger Deep" by Neal Shusterman: A Profound Literary Journey**

challenger deep neal shusterman stands as a compelling exploration of mental illness and
adolescent turmoil, masterfully penned by acclaimed author Neal Shusterman. This novel, lauded for
its poignhant and honest portrayal of schizophrenia, diverges from Shusterman’s typical speculative
fiction works, delving instead into the intricate landscapes of the human mind. Since its publication,
"Challenger Deep" has garnered critical acclaim and a dedicated readership, making it a significant
contribution to contemporary young adult literature.

Understanding "Challenger Deep": An Overview

At its core, "Challenger Deep" chronicles the experience of a teenage boy named Caden Bosch as he
grapples with the onset of schizophrenia. The narrative oscillates between his reality and a vivid
hallucinatory journey to the ocean’s deepest trench—the Challenger Deep of the Mariana
Trench—serving as a metaphor for his mental state. Neal Shusterman’s personal connection to the
subject matter, with his son’s own struggle with mental illness, infuses the novel with authenticity and
emotional depth.

This dual narrative structure invites readers to navigate the blurred lines between perception and
reality, providing insight into the challenges faced by those living with severe mental health
conditions. Unlike traditional mental health narratives that might lean towards clinical or didactic
approaches, "Challenger Deep" adopts a literary and symbolic approach, enhancing its accessibility
and impact.

Neal Shusterman’s Approach to Mental Health Representation

Neal Shusterman’s choice to depict schizophrenia through metaphor and poetic prose distinguishes
"Challenger Deep" from other YA novels addressing mental health. His portrayal avoids
sensationalism, instead fostering empathy by illustrating the protagonist's internal conflict in a way
that resonates on both intellectual and emotional levels.

The book’s use of oceanic imagery and the metaphor of a deep-sea expedition serves not only as a



narrative device but also as a symbolic representation of isolation, depth, and the unknown territories
of the mind. This artistic framing encourages readers to confront the stigma surrounding mental
illness by humanizing the experience.

Critical Reception and Literary Significance

Since its release, "Challenger Deep" has attracted significant critical attention. The novel won the
prestigious National Book Award for Young People’s Literature in 2015, highlighting its literary merit
and societal relevance. Critics have praised Shusterman’s skillful balance of narrative complexity and
accessibility, making a difficult topic approachable for young readers without diminishing its
seriousness.

In comparison to other mental health-focused YA novels, such as "It’s Kind of a Funny Story" by Ned
Vizzini or "The Bell Jar" by Sylvia Plath, "Challenger Deep" is noted for its unique narrative style and
metaphorical depth. While those works rely heavily on realism and direct depiction, Shusterman’s
novel leans into surrealism, which may appeal to readers who appreciate innovative storytelling
techniques.

Impact on Readers and Educational Value

"Challenger Deep" serves as an important educational tool for educators, parents, and mental health
professionals aiming to foster understanding and dialogue about schizophrenia. Its empathetic
portrayal can demystify the condition, reducing fear and misconceptions commonly associated with
severe mental illnesses.

Many educators incorporate the novel into curricula to promote mental health awareness among
adolescents. The book’s nuanced depiction encourages discussions about symptoms, treatment, and
support systems, making it a valuable resource for developing emotional intelligence and compassion
in young readers.

Analyzing Themes and Symbolism in “"Challenger Deep"

The novel’s primary themes include mental illness, identity, isolation, and resilience. Through Caden’s
journey, Shusterman explores how individuals navigate the fragmented realities imposed by
schizophrenia while seeking connection and meaning.

The Challenger Deep as a Metaphor

The Challenger Deep, the deepest known point in the Earth’s oceans, functions as a powerful
metaphor for the protagonist’s mental state. Just as the trench represents an unexplored and
daunting abyss, Caden’s mind is depicted as a vast, sometimes terrifying expanse where clarity is
elusive.



This metaphor extends to the novel’s visual elements as well—Shusterman includes original artwork
by his son, which complements the narrative’s dreamlike quality and enhances the reader’s
immersion in Caden’s experience.

Isolation and Connection

Isolation is a pervasive theme, reflecting both the physical and emotional distances imposed by
schizophrenia. Caden'’s alienation from family, friends, and society mirrors the isolating nature of
mental illness. However, the narrative also emphasizes the importance of connection—through family
support, therapy, and self-awareness—as a pathway toward healing.

Resilience Amidst Adversity

While "Challenger Deep" does not shy away from depicting the harrowing realities of schizophrenia, it
ultimately conveys a message of hope and resilience. Caden’s story underscores the possibility of
navigating mental illness with courage and the support of loved ones, challenging fatalistic narratives
often associated with psychiatric disorders.

Pros and Cons of "Challenger Deep" in Literary and
Educational Contexts

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Authentic and empathetic portrayal of schizophrenia.

[¢]

Innovative narrative structure combining reality and metaphor.

o

Engages young adult readers with complex themes in an accessible manner.

[¢]

Includes unique artistic elements that enhance storytelling.

[¢]

Widely recognized and awarded, lending credibility.

e Cons:

o Metaphorical style may be challenging for some readers seeking straightforward
narratives.

o Complex themes might require guided reading in educational settings.

o Limited focus on treatment processes or broader mental health systems.



Final Thoughts on "Challenger Deep" by Neal
Shusterman

"Challenger Deep Neal Shusterman" is a distinctive and essential work in contemporary young adult
literature, offering a profound exploration of mental illness through poetic storytelling and symbolic
imagery. Its impact extends beyond literary circles, contributing meaningfully to mental health
discourse and education. By inviting readers to traverse the depths of Caden’s mind, Shusterman
encourages a deeper understanding of schizophrenia—one that is rooted in empathy rather than fear.

As mental health continues to gain prominence in public conversation, novels like "Challenger Deep"
play a crucial role in shaping perceptions and fostering compassion. For readers seeking a thought-
provoking and emotionally resonant experience, Neal Shusterman’s work remains a compelling and
insightful choice.
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challenger deep neal shusterman: Challenger Deep Neal Shusterman, 2015-04-21 National
Book Award * Golden Kite Award Winner * Six Starred Reviews A captivating novel about mental
illness that lingers long beyond the last page, Challenger Deep is a heartfelt tour de force by New
York Times bestselling author Neal Shusterman. Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the
deepest point on Earth: Challenger Deep, the southern part of the Marianas Trench. Caden Bosch is
a brilliant high school student whose friends are starting to notice his odd behavior. Caden Bosch is
designated the ship's artist in residence to document the journey with images. Caden Bosch
pretends to join the school track team but spends his days walking for miles, absorbed by the
thoughts in his head. Caden Bosch is split between his allegiance to the captain and the allure of
mutiny. Caden Bosch is torn. Challenger Deep is a deeply powerful and personal novel from one of
today's most admired writers for teens. Laurie Halse Anderson, award-winning author of Speak, calls
Challenger Deep a brilliant journey across the dark sea of the mind; frightening, sensitive, and
powerful. Simply extraordinary.

challenger deep neal shusterman: Challenger Deep , 2008

challenger deep neal shusterman: Everfound Neal Shusterman, 2012-05 In the limbo that is
Everlost, Mary, Nick, Allie, and others must determine whether that place and Earth will continue to
exist, as well as where their own futures lie.

challenger deep neal shusterman: Everwild Neal Shusterman, 2010-11-02 Nick, enamored
with Mary Hightower, leader of a group of Afterlights living in the ruins of the World Trade Center,
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joins with her and the Chocolate Ogre in a battle to save the land of Everlost.

challenger deep neal shusterman: Thunderhead Neal Shusterman, 2019-06-04 “Intelligent
and entertaining.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Even better than the first book.” —School
Library Journal (starred review) Rowan and Citra take opposite stances on the morality of the
Scythedom, putting them at odds, in the chilling sequel to the Printz Honor Book Scythe from New
York Times bestseller Neal Shusterman, author of the Unwind dystology. Humans learn from their
mistakes. I cannot. I make no mistakes. The Thunderhead is the perfect ruler of a perfect world, but
it has no control over the scythedom. A year has passed since Rowan had gone off grid. Since then,
he has become an urban legend, a vigilante snuffing out corrupt scythes in a trial by fire. His story is
told in whispers across the continent. As Scythe Anastasia, Citra gleans with compassion and openly
challenges the ideals of the “new order.” But when her life is threatened and her methods
questioned, it becomes clear that not everyone is open to the change. Old foes and new enemies
converge, and as corruption within the Scythedom spreads, Rowan and Citra begin to lose hope. Will
the Thunderhead intervene? Or will it simply watch as this perfect world begins to unravel?

challenger deep neal shusterman: UnWholly Neal Shusterman, 2013-10-15 Rife with action
and suspense, this riveting companion to the perennially popular Unwind challenges assumptions
about where life begins and ends and what it means to live.

challenger deep neal shusterman: UnSouled Neal Shusterman, 2014-10-14 After the
destruction of the Graveyard, Connor and Lev are on the run, seeking a woman who may be the key
to bringing down unwinding forever while Cam, the rewound boy, tries to prove his love for Risa by
bringing Proactive Citizenry to its knees.

challenger deep neal shusterman: Challenger deep Neal Shusterman, 2017

challenger deep neal shusterman: Full Tilt Neal Shusterman, 2012-02-21 Full of
roller-coaster twists and turns, Neal Shusterman's page-turner is an Orpheus-like adventure into one
boy's psyche. Sixteen-year-old Blake and his younger brother, Quinn, are exact opposites. Blake is
the responsible member of the family. He constantly has to keep an eye on the fearless Quinn, whose
thrill-seeking sometimes goes too far. But the stakes get higher when Blake has to chase Quinn into
a bizarre phantom carnival that traps its customers forever. In order to escape, Blake must survive
seven deadly rides by dawn, each of which represents a deep, personal fear--from a carousel of
stampeding animals to a hall of mirrors that changes people into their deformed reflections. Blake
ultimately has to face up to a horrible secret from his own past to save himself and his brother--that
is, if the carnival doesn't claim their souls first!

challenger deep neal shusterman: Unwind Neal Shusterman, 2009-06-02 Three teens embark
upon a cross-country journey in order to escape from a society that salvages body parts from
children ages thirteen to eighteen.

challenger deep neal shusterman: Scythe Neal Shusterman, 2017-11-28 Two teens must
learn the art of killing in this Printz Honorwinning book, the first in a chilling new series from the
author of the New York Times-bestselling Unwind dystology. 5 1/2 x 8 5/16.

challenger deep neal shusterman: A Cat's Garden of Secrets Jacqueline Diamond, 2024-03-28
Don’t miss this endearing tale of a magical library, a talking cat, and an orphan who discovers she
has special powers... plus a murder to solve! By an author whose books have sold more than 7
million copies. On the weirdest day of a 19-year-old orphan's life, her cat starts talking, her car
kidnaps her to a long-lost village, and she inherits a bookstore and archive. Now she must learn to
wield her new magical abilities before whoever killed her grandmother comes for her! Come home
to this funny, heartwarming novel and see why National Book Award winner Neal Shusterman says,
“Master storyteller Jacqueline Diamond draws you in to this magical feline mystery, enchanting you
page after page.” Jacqueline Diamond is the USA Today bestselling author of more than 100 novels,
including mysteries, fantasy and Regency romances. Her books have sold more than 7 million copies
worldwide.

challenger deep neal shusterman: Chasing Forgiveness Neal Shusterman, 2015-10-13
Originally published in 1991 as What daddy did by Little, Brown, and Company.



challenger deep neal shusterman: The Toll Neal Shusterman, 2020-11-03 “A furiously paced
finale that reaches for the stars.” —Kirkus Reviews “Gripping.” —School Library Journal (starred
review) “Stellar.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) In the highly anticipated finale to the New
York Times bestselling trilogy, dictators, prophets, and tensions rise. In a world that’s conquered
death, will humanity finally be torn asunder by the immortal beings it created? Citra and Rowan
have disappeared. Endura is gone. It seems like nothing stands between Scythe Goddard and
absolute dominion over the world scythedom. With the silence of the Thunderhead and the
reverberations of the Great Resonance still shaking the earth to its core, the question remains: Is
there anyone left who can stop him? The answer lies in the Tone, the Toll, and the Thunder.

challenger deep neal shusterman: The Antiracist English Language Arts Classroom
Keisha Rembert, 2023-09-05 How can you incorporate antiracist practices into specific subject
areas? This practical guide answers that question and provides a road map for introducing
antiracism into the English language arts (ELA) classroom with teacher-friendly tools and strategies.
Drawing on foundational and cutting-edge knowledge of antiracism, expert Keisha Rembert
responds to the following questions: What does antiracism look like in the English language arts
classroom, given the unique responsibilities of the ELA educator; why is it vital to implement
antiracist practices that are relevant to your classroom and school; and how can you enact antiracist
pedagogies that foster critical engagement and stimulate a culture of antiracism? Aligned with
National Council of Teachers of English standards, this accessible resource is replete with hands-on
antiracist activities, teacher insights and interviews, questions to spark reflection and action and
lesson plans and is essential reading for all ELA teachers. From building an antiracist foundation to
evaluating the effect of antiracist practice on students and reflecting on your own lived experience,
this book is a truly comprehensive guide for educators who want to empower all students. Rembert
demonstrates how to find motivation in progress and joy in the process, pushing past confusion and
discomfort in a continued effort to create an equitable, inclusive and antiracist ELA classroom.

challenger deep neal shusterman: UnBound Neal Shusterman, 2016-12-13 Find out what
happens to Connor, Risa, and Lev now that they've finally destroyed the Proactive Citizenry in this
collection of short stories set in the world of the New York Times bestselling Unwind Dystology by
Neal Shusterman. Connor Lassiter's fight to bring down Proactive Citizenry and find a suitable
alternative to unwinding concluded in UnDivided. Now Connor, Risa, and Lev are free to live in a
peaceful future--or are they? Neal Shusterman brings back his beloved Unwind characters for his
fans to see what's left for those who were destined to be unwound.

challenger deep neal shusterman: The Eyes of Kid Midas Neal Shusterman, 2009-11-10
Kevin is entranced when he finds a pair of sunglasses that turn his desires into reality, but then
things start to get out of control.

challenger deep neal shusterman: Dry Neal Shusterman, Jarrod Shusterman, 2019-09-03
“The authors do not hold back.” —Booklist (starred review) “The palpable desperation that pervades
the plot...feels true, giving it a chilling air of inevitability.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“The Shustermans challenge readers.” —School Library Journal (starred review) “No one does doom
like Neal Shusterman.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) When the California drought escalates to
catastrophic proportions, one teen is forced to make life and death decisions for her family in this
harrowing story of survival from New York Times bestselling author Neal Shusterman and Jarrod
Shusterman. The drought—or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it—has been going on for a while now.
Everyone’s lives have become an endless list of don’ts: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your pool,
don’t take long showers. Until the taps run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals into
a warzone of desperation; neighbors and families turned against each other on the hunt for water.
And when her parents don’t return and her life—and the life of her brother—is threatened, Alyssa
has to make impossible choices if she’s going to survive.

challenger deep neal shusterman: The Police Chief's Lady Jacqueline Diamond, 2020-06-02
IIs he the enemy, or a man she could love? And can a mismatch of epic proportions turn out to be the
cure for two broken hearts? Due to her troubled past, Dr. Jenni Vine needs a second chance, and



Downhome, Tennessee desperately needs a doctor. But the community—including its handsome
police chief—isn’t prepared for scandal. Ethan Forrest is determined to protect his diabetic little boy
as well as his beloved small town. He has no idea that Jenni’s shady past results from false
accusations. When she stumbles into trouble again through an act of kindness, it seems to confirm
his suspicions—but it also brings out an unexpectedly warm side of his nature. This
enemies-to-lovers romance was a Romantic Times top pick! “The details are impeccable, the back
story is intriguing, and the true-to-life characters bring the story to life.”—Tamra Dickey, Roundtable
Reviews

challenger deep neal shusterman: UnDivided Neal Shusterman, 2014-10-14 Teens control the
fate of America in the fourth and final book in the New York Times bestselling Unwind dystology by
Neal Shusterman. Proactive Citizenry, the company that created Cam from the parts of unwound
teens, has a plan: to mass produce rewound teens like Cam for military purposes. And below the
surface of that horror lies another shocking level of intrigue: Proactive Citizenry has been
suppressing technology that could make unwinding completely unnecessary. As Conner, Risa, and
Lev uncover these startling secrets, enraged teens begin to march on Washington to demand justice
and a better future. But more trouble is brewing. Starkey's group of storked teens is growing more
powerful and militant with each new recruit. And if they have their way, they'll burn the harvest
camps to the ground and put every adult in them before a firing squad--which could destroy any
chance America has for a peaceful future.
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