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David Crowder Band Give Us Rest: A Timeless Worship Experience

david crowder band give us rest is more than just an album title; it represents a profound musical
journey that has touched the hearts of countless listeners worldwide. Released in 2012, this double
album stands out as a monumental work in contemporary Christian music, blending worship,
innovation, and artistry into an unforgettable experience. For fans of modern worship music and those
seeking a fresh yet deeply spiritual sound, David Crowder Band’s "Give Us Rest" offers a unique and
compelling invitation to rest in faith and creativity.

The Significance of David Crowder Band Give Us Rest

When the David Crowder Band released "Give Us Rest," it was their final studio album before they
disbanded, making it a poignant farewell. This album not only encapsulates their musical evolution
but also expresses a rich theological and artistic depth rarely found in worship albums. The title itself,
"Give Us Rest," suggests a longing for spiritual peace and renewal, themes that resonate throughout
the album’s lyrics and melodies.

A Unique Blend of Styles and Sounds

One of the most remarkable aspects of David Crowder Band’s "Give Us Rest" is its eclectic musical
style. The album defies simple categorization, weaving together elements of rock, folk, bluegrass,
electronic music, and orchestral arrangements. This fusion creates a soundscape that feels both fresh
and timeless, appealing to a broad audience.

Listeners will notice everything from soaring electric guitars and driving rhythms to gentle acoustic
melodies and intricate string sections. This variety not only showcases the band’s musical versatility
but also enhances the worship experience by inviting listeners to engage with God in different
emotional and sonic spaces.

Deeply Theological and Poetic Lyrics

Beyond the music, the lyrical content of "Give Us Rest" stands out for its theological richness and
poetic expression. David Crowder and his bandmates draw from scripture and Christian tradition to
craft lyrics that are thoughtful, challenging, and intimate. Themes of grace, redemption, human
frailty, and divine rest permeate the songs, offering listeners a chance to reflect on their own spiritual
journeys.

For example, songs like "Oh Great God" and "How He Loves" have become staples in worship settings
due to their heartfelt declarations and scriptural grounding. The album doesn’t shy away from
grappling with doubt and struggle either, making it relatable and authentic.



Exploring the Tracks: Highlights from Give Us Rest

With over 20 tracks spanning two discs, "Give Us Rest" offers a rich listening experience that rewards
multiple plays. Here are some standout songs that capture the essence of the album:

"Oh Great God"

This song opens the album with a powerful declaration of God’s sovereignty and mercy. Its dynamic
build and heartfelt lyrics immediately draw listeners into a worshipful space. The blend of modern
rock elements with traditional hymn-like reverence exemplifies the band’s signature style.

"How He Loves"

Arguably one of the most beloved tracks, "How He Loves" expresses the overwhelming and
unconditional nature of God’s love. Its simple yet profound lyrics, paired with anthemic melodies,
have made it a favorite in churches and personal devotion alike.

"Here Is Our King"

Featuring a joyful and celebratory tone, this song highlights the triumphant reign of Christ. The
upbeat tempo and singable chorus make it a perfect anthem for corporate worship, capturing the
excitement of proclaiming Jesus as King.

"Ain’t No Grave"

This track brings a gritty, almost folk-rock feel to the album, with lyrics that confront death and
resurrection head-on. It’s a stirring reminder of hope and victory in Christ, delivered with raw emotion
and musical intensity.

The Impact of Give Us Rest on Contemporary Worship
Music

David Crowder Band’s "Give Us Rest" has had a lasting influence on the landscape of Christian
worship music. Its creative approach and depth have inspired countless artists and worship leaders to
push beyond conventional boundaries. The album’s success demonstrated that worship music could
be artistically ambitious without losing its spiritual focus.



Inspiring Creativity in Worship

Many worship teams and musicians look to "Give Us Rest" as a benchmark for innovation. The album
encourages exploring diverse musical genres and integrating rich instrumentation into worship
settings, helping congregations experience God in new and meaningful ways.

Encouraging Authenticity and Vulnerability

The honest and sometimes raw lyrical themes on the album have opened doors for more transparent
conversations about faith struggles and the complexities of spiritual life. This authenticity resonates
deeply with listeners, making worship more relatable and transformative.

Listening Tips for David Crowder Band Give Us Rest

To fully appreciate the depth and artistry of "Give Us Rest," consider these tips when diving into the
album:

Set aside uninterrupted time: With its length and complexity, the album deserves focused
listening without distractions.

Use quality headphones or speakers: The intricate layers of instrumentation and production
shine best with good audio equipment.

Follow along with the lyrics: Engaging with the words can deepen your understanding and
connection to the songs’ messages.

Reflect on the themes: Take moments after each track to ponder the spiritual truths and
emotions expressed.

Listen multiple times: Each play reveals new details and nuances, enriching the overall
experience.

Where to Find and Experience David Crowder Band
Give Us Rest

For those interested in exploring "Give Us Rest," the album is widely available on major streaming
platforms such as Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon Music. Physical copies, including CDs and vinyl,
can be found through online retailers and specialty Christian music stores.

Additionally, many worship communities have incorporated songs from the album into their services,
providing opportunities to experience these powerful tracks in a communal setting. Live performances



and covers by various artists also offer fresh interpretations of these beloved songs.

The legacy of David Crowder Band’s "Give Us Rest" continues to echo in the world of worship music,
inviting listeners to encounter God with renewed passion and creativity. Whether you’re a longtime
fan or new to their music, this album remains a treasure trove of spiritual encouragement and artistic
excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall theme of David Crowder Band's album
'Give Us Rest'?
The overall theme of 'Give Us Rest' revolves around worship, rest in God, redemption, and the hope
found in Jesus Christ. The album blends deep theological concepts with heartfelt worship music.

When was 'Give Us Rest' by David Crowder Band released?
David Crowder Band's album 'Give Us Rest' was released on September 27, 2012.

What musical styles are featured in 'Give Us Rest' by David
Crowder Band?
The album features a mix of contemporary Christian rock, worship, folk, bluegrass, and experimental
sounds, showcasing the band's diverse musical influences and creative arrangements.

Is 'Give Us Rest' the final album by David Crowder Band?
Yes, 'Give Us Rest' is the final studio album released by David Crowder Band before they disbanded in
2012 to pursue separate projects.

What are some standout tracks from 'Give Us Rest' by David
Crowder Band?
Some standout tracks include 'Oh Great God', 'Come As You Are', 'All Creatures of Our God and King',
and 'Let Me Feel You Shine', which are praised for their powerful lyrics and worshipful tone.

Additional Resources
David Crowder Band Give Us Rest: A Deep Dive into the Iconic Worship Epic

david crowder band give us rest stands as a monumental work in contemporary Christian music,
often hailed for its ambitious scope, artistic depth, and theological richness. Released in 2012, this
album pushed the boundaries of worship music by blending genres, lyrical complexity, and innovative
production techniques. As one of the most discussed projects in the David Crowder Band discography,
"Give Us Rest" invites listeners and critics alike to explore its multifaceted layers beyond the typical



worship album format.

Context and Creation of Give Us Rest

The David Crowder Band, known for their experimental approach to praise and worship, had already
established a loyal following by the time "Give Us Rest" arrived. This album marked their sixth and
final studio release before the band’s disbandment, making it a pivotal moment in their career. The
project was ambitious in length and concept, spanning nearly 80 minutes and incorporating a wide
array of musical styles, including folk, rock, gospel, and even orchestral elements.

The album was produced by David Crowder himself alongside Jeremy SH Griffith, ensuring a cohesive
yet expansive sonic experience. Recorded at the iconic Blackbird Studio in Nashville, "Give Us Rest"
reflects a maturation in songwriting and production that set it apart from previous releases such as
"Church Music" or "A Collision."

Musical Innovation and Genre Fusion

One of the standout features of david crowder band give us rest is its seamless melding of musical
genres. The album refuses to be pigeonholed into a single category, instead weaving together folk
instrumentation, electronic textures, and traditional worship anthems. Tracks like “Come As You Are”
showcase gentle acoustic melodies paired with heartfelt vocals, while “Oh Great God” delivers a
robust, almost rock-driven energy.

This genre fluidity serves not only to diversify the listening experience but also to reflect the thematic
complexity of the album. The use of strings, horns, and choir-like backing vocals adds a cinematic
quality that elevates the worship experience from the standard congregational setting to a more
immersive and reflective journey.

Thematic Depth and Lyrical Exploration

Lyrically, david crowder band give us rest dives deep into themes of grace, rest, redemption, and the
human longing for peace amidst chaos. The album’s title itself is a call for spiritual and emotional
reprieve, a motif that runs throughout the record. Songs such as “Let Me Feel You Shine” and “Come
Thou Fount” (a reimagined hymn) explore the tension between divine holiness and human frailty.

The lyrics are rich with scriptural references and poetic imagery, reflecting Crowder’s background as
both a worship leader and a thoughtful songwriter. Unlike many worship albums that focus primarily
on praise, "Give Us Rest" embraces lament and confession, which adds authenticity and emotional
resonance to the listening experience.

Production Quality and Artistic Presentation

The production on "Give Us Rest" is meticulous and layered, boasting a clarity that highlights the



intricate arrangements without overwhelming the listener. The mixing balances raw emotion with
polished soundscapes, allowing each instrument and vocal part to shine distinctly while contributing
to the album’s overall atmosphere.

Visually, the album’s artwork complements its sonic ambition. The cover art evokes a sense of
mystery and reverence, aligning with the album’s themes of spiritual seeking and rest. This synergy
between visual and auditory elements strengthens the album’s identity and helps it stand out in the
crowded worship music market.

Comparative Position within Contemporary Christian Music

When compared to other worship albums of its time, david crowder band give us rest distinguishes
itself through its length and conceptual ambition. While many worship albums typically range
between 40 to 60 minutes with straightforward song structures, this album pushes close to 80
minutes and includes a variety of interludes, hymns, and original compositions.

Artists like Hillsong United, Chris Tomlin, and Matt Redman have produced influential worship records,
but David Crowder Band’s final release is often cited for its artistic risks and narrative cohesion. The
blending of traditional hymns with modern worship songs, alongside the experimental
instrumentation, places "Give Us Rest" in a unique niche that appeals to both casual listeners and
worship music connoisseurs.

Reception and Legacy

Critically, "Give Us Rest" was met with widespread acclaim. Reviewers praised its creative ambition,
lyrical depth, and the band’s ability to maintain worshipful integrity while experimenting musically. It
received several award nominations and is frequently listed among the top Christian music albums of
the decade.

Fans of the David Crowder Band often consider this album a fitting farewell, encapsulating their
growth and the evolution of their sound. Post-disbandment, members including David Crowder have
continued to influence the worship music scene, but "Give Us Rest" remains a high watermark for the
group’s collective artistry.

Key Tracks and Their Significance

“Come As You Are”: A gentle invitation to approach God with honesty, this track balances
simplicity with emotional resonance, making it a favorite in both personal and congregational
settings.

“Oh Great God”: Featuring a powerful declaration of God’s sovereignty, this song combines
rock elements with choral backing, creating an anthem of praise.

“Let Me Feel You Shine”: This track stands out for its introspective lyrics and melodic



subtlety, embodying the album’s theme of seeking divine presence amid uncertainty.

“Come Thou Fount”: A reimagining of the classic hymn, this version integrates modern
instrumentation while preserving the original’s theological richness.

These tracks exemplify how david crowder band give us rest balances traditional worship with
contemporary innovation, appealing to diverse audiences.

Strengths and Areas of Debate

The strengths of "Give Us Rest" lie in its ambitious scope, musical diversity, and lyrical sophistication.
The album’s production quality and thematic depth set a high standard for worship music. However,
some listeners may find its length and complex arrangements challenging for casual or
congregational use, where brevity and simplicity often take precedence.

Moreover, the album’s experimental nature may not resonate with all worship music fans who prefer
more conventional styles. Nonetheless, this very quality has solidified its status as a groundbreaking
work within the genre.

David Crowder Band’s final studio album, "Give Us Rest," remains a seminal project that pushed the
boundaries of worship music. Its fusion of genres, theological depth, and artistic production continue
to influence contemporary Christian musicians and worship leaders. As an album that invites
reflection, praise, and rest, it holds a distinct place in the landscape of modern worship recordings.
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Songbook). Fourteen songs from what is sadly the final album from the David Crowder*Band.
Includes the single Let Me Feel You Shine and: After All (Holy) * Because He Lives * Blessedness of
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Have you been abused? Forgotten? Betrayed? Unemployed? Or maybe you are fearful of what the
future holds? Take heart! God's finest work happens in your weakest moments, when you let Him
carry you through the storms of life. He promises to never leave you or forsake you, especially when
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is a collection of my personal testimonies that will inspire and encourage you in the midst of the
worst storms in your life. God's strength is made perfect in our weakest moments! He is always
alongside you through the deepest valleys and also on the highest mountaintops. The same God who
created the universe and placed each star in the sky, naming each one, lovingly records your every
lament and collects every tear in His bottle (Psalm 56:8). Do not allow past mistakes or hurts rob you
of the amazing life God wants you to experience! I challenge you to desperately seek after Him, love
Him with your whole heart, and watch amazing things happen. I promise you, you will never regret
it!
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Contemporary worship music is ubiquitous in many Protestant Christian communities today. Rather
than debating or decrying this post–worship-wars reality, David Lemley accepts it as a premise and
examines what it means for us to be singing along with songs that aren’t so different from the pop
genre. How do we cope with the consumerism embedded in the mentality that catchy is good? How
do we stay committed to subverting cultural norms, as Christians are called to do, when our music is
modeled after those cultural norms? How do we ensure that the way we participate in the liturgy of
contemporary worship music rehearses a cruciform identity? Becoming What We Sing draws on
cultural criticism, ethnomusicology, and liturgical and sacramental theology to process the deluge of
the contemporary in today’s worship music. Lemley probes the thought of historical figures, such as
Augustine, Hildegard of Bingen, Martin Luther, and the Wesleys, while also staying situated in the



current moment by engaging with cultural philosophers such as James K. A. Smith and popular
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