
romanticism in literature was
characterized by
Romanticism in Literature Was Characterized by a Profound Celebration of
Emotion and Nature

romanticism in literature was characterized by a vibrant shift away from the
strict rationalism and formality of the Enlightenment era. This literary
movement, which flourished in the late 18th and early 19th centuries,
emphasized emotion, individualism, and the glorification of nature,
imagination, and the past. Romantic writers sought to forge a deeper
connection with human experience by exploring intense feelings, heroic
characters, and the sublime beauty of the natural world. In this article,
we’ll explore the defining traits of Romanticism in literature, its
historical context, and how its influence continues to resonate in modern
storytelling.

The Historical Backdrop of Romanticism in
Literature

To truly grasp why romanticism in literature was characterized by such
distinctive themes, it helps to understand the world from which it emerged.
The late 1700s were a period of tremendous social and political
upheaval—marked by revolutions, industrialization, and the rapid expansion of
scientific thought. The Enlightenment’s focus on reason and logic provided a
foundation for many modern ideas, but it also left some feeling disconnected
from emotional depth and natural beauty.

Romanticism arose partly as a reaction to this perceived coldness. Writers
and artists began to emphasize intuition over reason and the individual soul
over social convention. This shift was not just literary but philosophical,
reflecting a broader cultural desire for freedom, authenticity, and a
reconnection with the natural and spiritual world.

Core Characteristics of Romanticism in
Literature

When we say romanticism in literature was characterized by certain elements,
what do we mean exactly? Here are some of the key features that define the
movement:



1. Emphasis on Emotion and Individualism

Romantic literature places feelings at the forefront. Unlike the
Enlightenment’s celebration of reason, Romantic writers believed that true
understanding came from intense emotions—love, awe, melancholy, and even
terror. Their protagonists often wrestled with inner turmoil, personal
freedom, and subjective experience.

This focus on the individual also manifested in the celebration of unique
perspectives and the rejection of societal norms. The Romantic hero might be
a brooding loner, a rebellious spirit, or someone deeply connected to nature
and imagination.

2. Glorification of Nature

Nature was much more than a backdrop in Romantic literature; it was a living,
breathing force that inspired awe and spiritual renewal. Romantic poets and
novelists often portrayed landscapes as sublime—both beautiful and
terrifying—and as a source of emotional and moral truth.

Writers like William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge explored how
nature could heal the soul and provide wisdom beyond human society’s
constraints. The natural world was a sanctuary from industrialization’s
encroachment and a symbol of purity and freedom.

3. Fascination with the Past and the Exotic

Romanticism in literature was characterized by a deep interest in medieval
history, folklore, and distant lands. This fascination allowed writers to
escape the present and explore alternative realities filled with mystery and
adventure.

Gothic novels with haunted castles and supernatural elements became wildly
popular, reflecting a desire to delve into the unknown and the uncanny. This
embrace of the exotic also extended to an interest in different cultures and
mythologies, enriching Romantic literature with diverse storytelling.

4. Celebration of Imagination and Creativity

Imagination was the cornerstone of Romantic thought. Writers believed that
through imagination, individuals could transcend the ordinary and access
deeper truths. This led to a flourishing of poetry, fantastical stories, and
expressive prose that broke free from classical rules.

Romantic authors often experimented with form and style, seeking to capture



the spontaneity of human creativity and the mysteries of the mind.

5. Focus on the Sublime and the Supernatural

The sublime—a feeling of awe mixed with terror—was a popular theme in
Romantic literature. It often involved encounters with vast, overwhelming
landscapes or mysterious, otherworldly forces. This theme expressed the
complexity of human experience and the limits of human understanding.

Supernatural elements, ghosts, and unexplained phenomena were used to evoke
wonder and fear, challenging the boundaries between reality and fantasy.

Prominent Figures Who Defined Romanticism in
Literature

Understanding romanticism in literature was characterized by these traits
becomes clearer when we look at the works of key Romantic authors who
embodied and shaped the movement.

William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Often credited with launching the English Romantic movement, Wordsworth and
Coleridge’s collaboration in "Lyrical Ballads" (1798) emphasized everyday
language and themes of nature and emotion. Wordsworth’s poetry celebrated the
spiritual power of nature and childhood innocence, while Coleridge introduced
elements of the supernatural and the imaginative.

Mary Shelley

Mary Shelley’s "Frankenstein" is a quintessential Romantic novel, blending
Gothic elements with deep philosophical questions about creation, humanity,
and isolation. The novel explores the consequences of unchecked ambition and
the emotional turmoil of both creator and creation, embodying many Romantic
themes.

Edgar Allan Poe

Though American, Poe’s work is inseparable from Romanticism’s darker side.
His tales of mystery and macabre delve into human psychology, fear, and the
supernatural, illustrating the movement’s fascination with emotion and the
sublime.



Lord Byron and John Keats

Byron’s passionate and rebellious poetry captured the Romantic spirit of
individualism and defiance, while Keats’s lyrical work explored beauty,
mortality, and the power of imagination with exquisite sensitivity.

How Romanticism in Literature Was Characterized
in Different Genres

Romanticism left its mark across poetry, novels, and drama, each adapting the
core characteristics in unique ways.

Romantic Poetry

Poetry became the ideal form for expressing the intense emotions and sublime
experiences central to Romanticism. Poets used vivid imagery and personal
reflection to invite readers into their emotional worlds. The emphasis on
natural settings and simple, heartfelt language made poetry accessible and
deeply moving.

Romantic Novels

Novels during the Romantic era often featured complex characters caught
between societal expectations and personal desires. Themes of love, nature,
and the supernatural intertwined to create stories that were both
entertaining and philosophically rich. Gothic novels, in particular,
showcased fear, mystery, and the unknown.

Romantic Drama

In drama, Romanticism encouraged more emotional and expressive performances.
Playwrights experimented with themes of individual struggle, nature, and
passion, moving away from classical constraints to create more dynamic and
relatable characters.

The Enduring Legacy of Romanticism in
Literature

Even today, the influence of romanticism in literature was characterized by



its celebration of emotion, nature, and imagination continues to inspire
writers and readers alike. Contemporary literature often echoes Romantic
ideals by valuing personal experience, exploring the natural world, and
embracing the mysterious aspects of life.

Whether in poetry, novels, or film, the Romantic spirit reminds us of the
power of feeling and creativity to connect us to deeper truths beyond the
confines of logic and convention.

For anyone looking to dive into Romantic literature, starting with the works
of Wordsworth, Shelley, or Byron offers a rich, emotional journey. As you
read, pay attention to how these writers use language to evoke mood, explore
the human psyche, and celebrate the wild beauty of the world around
us—hallmarks that show how romanticism in literature was characterized by a
timeless quest for meaning and expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Romanticism in literature characterized by?
Romanticism in literature is characterized by an emphasis on emotion,
individualism, nature, and the glorification of the past and the imagination.

How did Romanticism in literature differ from the
Enlightenment?
Romanticism differed from the Enlightenment by focusing more on emotion and
intuition rather than reason and logic, valuing individual experience and the
sublime aspects of nature.

Which themes are commonly found in Romantic
literature?
Common themes include intense emotion, the beauty and power of nature, the
supernatural, heroism, and the celebration of the individual and imagination.

Who are some notable authors associated with
Romanticism in literature?
Notable authors include William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lord
Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, John Keats, and Mary Shelley.

How did Romanticism influence the portrayal of
nature in literature?
Romanticism portrayed nature as a powerful, spiritual force that inspires awe



and represents freedom and emotional depth, often contrasting with
industrialization and urban life.

What role did imagination play in Romantic
literature?
Imagination was central in Romantic literature, regarded as a creative force
that transcends reality and allows access to deeper truths and emotional
experiences.

How did Romantic literature depict individualism?
Romantic literature celebrated the individual's emotions, experiences, and
creativity, often portraying protagonists as unique, rebellious, or
misunderstood figures.

In what ways did Romanticism in literature address
the past?
Romanticism often idealized the past, especially medieval times, as a source
of mystery, heroism, and authenticity, contrasting it with the present's
rationalism and industrialization.

What stylistic features are typical of Romantic
literature?
Typical features include expressive and lyrical language, use of symbolism,
vivid imagery, exploration of intense emotions, and an often subjective
narrative voice.

Additional Resources
Romanticism in Literature: Defining Characteristics and Enduring Influence

Romanticism in literature was characterized by a profound shift away from the
rationalism and orderliness of the Enlightenment, embracing instead emotion,
nature, individualism, and imagination. Emerging in the late 18th century and
flourishing through the early 19th century, the Romantic movement profoundly
influenced literary production across Europe and the Americas. By privileging
subjective experience over objective fact, romanticism reshaped the literary
landscape, inviting readers and writers alike to explore the depths of human
feeling and the mysteries of the natural world. Understanding the defining
traits of romanticism in literature is essential for appreciating its lasting
impact on narrative forms, themes, and stylistic approaches.



Core Features of Romanticism in Literature

Romanticism in literature was characterized by several key elements that
distinguished it from previous literary movements. Foremost among these was
an emphasis on emotion and individual experience. Romantic writers sought to
capture intense feelings—be it passion, melancholy, or awe—and to depict the
complexities of human consciousness. This focus on emotional depth often
manifested in lyrical and expressive language, creating evocative imagery and
mood.

Nature also played a central role in romantic literature. Unlike the
Enlightenment’s view of nature as a system to be studied and catalogued,
Romantics regarded the natural world as a source of spiritual renewal and
sublime beauty. The wilderness became a symbol of freedom and transcendence,
standing in contrast to the constraints of industrializing societies. Writers
such as William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge celebrated nature’s
power to elevate the human spirit.

Moreover, romanticism in literature was characterized by a fascination with
the past, especially medieval and folk traditions. This nostalgia reflected a
desire to escape the mechanization and urbanization of contemporary life and
to reconnect with more authentic cultural roots. Gothic elements,
supernatural motifs, and exotic settings became popular in romantic
narratives, contributing to a heightened sense of mystery and wonder.

Individualism and the Romantic Hero

A pivotal aspect of romanticism in literature was the valorization of the
individual. Romantic authors often centered their works on protagonists who
embodied personal freedom, rebellion against societal norms, and deep
introspection. The archetype of the “romantic hero” emerged—typically a
brooding, often isolated figure grappling with inner turmoil and existential
questions. Characters like Lord Byron’s Childe Harold or Mary Shelley’s
Victor Frankenstein exemplify this trend, representing complex personalities
caught between idealism and despair.

This focus on individualism also dovetailed with a broader democratization of
literature. Romantic writers frequently challenged aristocratic conventions
and sought to give voice to the marginalized or the common person. The
exploration of personal identity and subjective truth became a hallmark of
the movement.

Imagination and Creativity as Literary Forces

Romanticism in literature was characterized by its celebration of imagination
as a creative and transformative power. Rejecting the rigid formalism of



neoclassicism, Romantics embraced innovative narrative structures, symbolism,
and metaphor. Imagination was seen not only as an artistic tool but as a
means of accessing deeper truths beyond empirical reality.

This philosophical stance encouraged experimentation with poetic forms and
prose styles. The use of first-person narration, stream of consciousness, and
vivid, sensory descriptions aimed to immerse readers in the author’s
subjective world. Romantic literature often blurred the boundaries between
reality and fantasy, fostering a sense of wonder.

Thematic Explorations in Romantic Literature

Romanticism in literature was characterized by a rich thematic diversity,
reflecting its complex engagement with cultural and existential issues.
Several recurrent themes illustrate the movement’s breadth:

Nature and the Sublime: Romantic texts frequently explored the awe-
inspiring and sometimes terrifying aspects of nature, evoking the
sublime—a concept describing overwhelming beauty mixed with danger and
vastness.

Emotion over Reason: The primacy of feeling challenged Enlightenment
ideals of logic and order, positing intuition and passion as equally
valid ways of knowing.

Rebellion and Revolution: Many Romantic works expressed political
dissent and a yearning for social change, inspired by events such as the
French Revolution.

Exoticism and the Supernatural: Fascination with distant lands, ancient
myths, and ghostly phenomena pervaded romantic narratives, expanding the
imaginative horizons.

Mortality and Melancholy: A preoccupation with death, loss, and the
fleeting nature of happiness often infused romantic poetry and prose
with a somber tone.

Comparative Perspectives: Romanticism and Other
Literary Movements

To fully grasp how romanticism in literature was characterized, it is
instructive to compare it with preceding and succeeding movements. Unlike the
Enlightenment’s focus on reason and universal truths, Romanticism privileged
subjectivity and emotional complexity. The movement’s rebellion against



classical forms and conventions marked a significant departure from
neoclassical restraint.

Following Romanticism, literary Realism and Naturalism emerged, emphasizing
detailed social observation and determinism rather than individual emotion
and imaginative flights. However, the Romantic emphasis on personal
experience and nature’s significance continued to influence later literary
forms, including Symbolism and Modernism.

Global Impact and Variations

While Romanticism originated primarily in Europe, its principles spread
worldwide, adapting to diverse cultural contexts. American Romanticism,
exemplified by authors like Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Ralph
Waldo Emerson, integrated themes of wilderness and transcendental philosophy.
Similarly, Latin American romanticism engaged with national identity and
post-colonial themes.

The movement’s adaptability underscores how romanticism in literature was
characterized not by rigid doctrines but by a flexible set of ideals that
resonated across different societies and epochs.

Legacy and Criticism

Romanticism’s enduring influence is evident in contemporary literature’s
ongoing fascination with the individual psyche, nature, and emotional
authenticity. However, the movement has also faced criticism for its
perceived escapism and idealization of emotion at the expense of rational
discourse.

Critics argue that romanticism’s emphasis on personal sentiment can sometimes
lead to solipsism or neglect of social realities. Additionally, the
glorification of the “romantic hero” has been scrutinized for promoting
problematic notions of masculinity and individualism.

Nonetheless, the rich imaginative and thematic contributions of Romantic
literature continue to inspire writers and readers, demonstrating the
movement’s complex and multifaceted nature.

The exploration of romanticism in literature reveals a dynamic interplay
between emotion, nature, imagination, and individualism. By challenging prior
literary conventions and expanding the scope of artistic expression,
romanticism opened new pathways for understanding human experience and
creativity. Its nuanced characteristics remain a vital point of reference for
literary analysis and cultural reflection.
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(Routledge Revivals) Laura Dabundo, 2009-10-15 First Published in 1992, this encyclopedia is
designed to survey the social, cultural and intellectual climate of English Romanticism from
approximately the 1780s and the French Revolution to the 1830s and the Reform Bill. Focussing on
‘the spirit of the age’, the book deals with the aesthetic, scientific, socioeconomic – indeed the
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trends, fads, and conventions, the familiar and the newly discovered. The book will be of use for
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their works, and the impact of Romanticism on art, music, and politics. Romanticism was a reaction
against the Enlightenment's emphasis on reason and logic. Romantics believed that true knowledge
and beauty could be found in the realm of emotion, imagination, and intuition. They sought to
explore the inner landscape of the human mind and to find a deeper connection with nature. This
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the French Revolution and other revolutionary movements throughout Europe. Romanticism also
played a role in the rise of nationalism and the development of new political ideologies.
**Romanticism: Between the Heart and the Mind** is an essential resource for anyone interested in
the Romantic movement. This book provides a comprehensive overview of the movement, its key
figures, and its impact on Western culture. It is a must-read for students of literature, art, and
history, as well as for general readers who want to learn more about this fascinating period in
history. **Key Features:** * Comprehensive overview of the Romantic movement * In-depth analysis
of key figures and their works * Examination of Romanticism's impact on art, music, and politics *
Engaging and accessible writing style * Extensive bibliography for further reading If you like this
book, write a review!
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revolutionary era, which emerged in the late 18th century, ushered in a new era of artistic
expression, characterized by its emphasis on emotion, imagination, and individualism. In this
comprehensive guide, we embark on a lyrical odyssey through the world of Romantic poetry,
exploring the works of renowned poets who shaped this transformative movement. From the
introspective musings of William Wordsworth to the passionate outpourings of Lord Byron, we delve
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into the depths of their poetic genius, uncovering the themes, techniques, and influences that
shaped their remarkable creations. Through the lens of Romanticism, we witness the birth of a new
poetic language, rich in symbolism, metaphor, and vivid imagery, that sought to capture the
ineffable and transcend the boundaries of reason. We explore the Romantic poets' fascination with
the natural world, their preoccupation with the emotions and the human condition, and their
unwavering belief in the transformative power of imagination. This book delves into the historical,
cultural, and intellectual contexts that gave rise to Romanticism, providing a deeper understanding
of the forces that shaped this remarkable movement. We examine the impact of the French
Revolution, the rise of nationalism, and the Industrial Revolution on the Romantic sensibility. More
than just a literary movement, Romanticism was a cultural phenomenon that left an indelible mark
on art, music, and philosophy. This book explores the interconnections between Romanticism and
other artistic expressions, revealing the shared themes and influences that shaped the era. Whether
you are a seasoned poetry lover or a newcomer to the world of Romanticism, this comprehensive
guide will illuminate the depths of this influential movement, providing a fresh perspective on the
works of its iconic poets. Join us as we embark on this lyrical journey, exploring the complexities of
human emotion, the wonders of nature, and the boundless realm of imagination. If you like this book,
write a review on google books!
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  romanticism in literature was characterized by: Literary Greats: A Guide for Book Lovers of
All Ages Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-09 Literary Greats: A Guide for Book Lovers of All Ages is the
ultimate guide to great literature for book lovers of all ages. Whether you're a seasoned reader or
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your appreciation and understanding of the written word. Embark on a literary journey through
time, from the captivating tales of ancient Greece and Rome to the groundbreaking works of the
Modernist movement. Literary Greats: A Guide for Book Lovers of All Ages provides in-depth
analysis of literary classics, offering fresh insights and perspectives on beloved works by
Shakespeare, Austen, Dickens, and Hemingway. Delve into the complexities of poetry, non-fiction
narratives, and literary criticism. Discover how to analyze literary texts, explore different literary
forms and genres, and understand the role of literature in society. Literary Greats: A Guide for Book
Lovers of All Ages also includes practical tips for fostering a love of reading in children and adults,
and thought-provoking discussions on the future of literature in the digital age. Written in an
accessible and engaging style, Literary Greats: A Guide for Book Lovers of All Ages is packed with
expert guidance and insights. It's the perfect companion for anyone who wants to deepen their
understanding of literature, expand their reading horizons, or simply rediscover the joy of reading.
With Literary Greats: A Guide for Book Lovers of All Ages, you'll: - Gain a deeper appreciation for
great literature, from ancient classics to contemporary masterpieces - Develop a critical
understanding of different literary forms and genres - Learn how to analyze literary texts and
uncover their hidden meanings - Discover the power of literature to enrich your life, ignite your
imagination, and connect you with the human experience - Stay up-to-date on the latest trends and
developments in the literary world Literary Greats: A Guide for Book Lovers of All Ages is more than
just a guide to great literature; it's an invitation to explore the transformative power of words. Open
its pages and immerse yourself in the timeless world of great literature. If you like this book, write a
review!
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in Overall Social Context Going beyond the general literary survey, A History of Romantic Literature
examines the literatures of sensibility and intensity as well as the aesthetic dimensions of horror and
terror, sublimity and ecstasy, by providing a richly integrated account of shared themes, interests,
innovations, rivalries and disputes among the writers of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. Drawing from the assemblage theory, Prof. Burwick maintains that the literature of the



period is inseparable from prevailing economic conditions and ongoing political and religious
turmoil, as well as developments in physics, astronomy, music and art. Thus, rather than deal with
authors as if they worked in isolation from society, he identifies and describes their interactions with
their communities and with one another, as well as their responses to current events. By connecting
seemingly scattered and random events such as the bank crisis of 1825, he weaves the coincidental
into a coherent narrative of the networking that informed the rise and progress of Romanticism.
Notable features of the book include: A strong narrative structure divided into four major
chronological periods: Revolution, 1789-1798; Napoleonic Wars, 1799-1815; Riots, 1815-1820;
Reform, 1821-1832 Thorough coverage of major and minor figures and institutions of the Romantic
movement (including Mary Wollstonecraft, Elizabeth Montague and the Bluestockings, Lord Byron,
John Keats, Letitia Elizabeth Landon etc.) Emphasis on the influence of social networks among
authors, such as informal dinners and teas, clubs, salons and more formal institutions With its
extensive coverage and insightful analysis set within a lively historical narrative, History of
Romantic Literature is highly recommended for courses on British Romanticism at both
undergraduate and post-graduate levels. It will also prove a highly useful reference for advanced
scholars pursuing their own research.
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  romanticism in literature was characterized by: Revolutions in Romantic Literature Paul
Keen, 2004-03-11 This concise Broadview anthology of primary source materials is unique in its
focus on Romantic literature and the ways in which the period itself was characterized by
wide-ranging, self-conscious debates about the meaning of literature. It includes materials that are
not available in other Romantic literature anthologies. The anthology is organized into thirteen
sections that highlight the intensity and sophistication with which a variety of related literary issues
were debated in the Romantic period. These debates posed fundamental questions about the very
nature of literature as a cultural phenomenon, the extent and role of the reading public, literature’s
relation to the sciences and the aesthetic, the influence of contemporary commercial pressures, and
the impact of perceived excesses in consumer fashions. The anthology foregrounds the ways that
these literary debates converged with broader social and political controversies such as the French
Revolution, the struggle for women’s rights, colonialism, and the anti-slave trade campaign. This
anthology includes an impressive range of writings from the period (including literary criticism and
philosophical, political, scientific, and travel writing) which embodies the collection’s broad
approach to Romantic literature. Both lesser-known and more canonical writings are included, and
the selections are organized by topic in such a way as to dramatize the debates and exchanges which
characterize the Romantic period.
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American Literature Roberto Gonzalez Echevarría, Enrique Pupo-Walker, 1996-09-19 The
Cambridge History of Latin American Literature is by far the most comprehensive work of its kind
ever written. Its three volumes cover the whole sweep of Latin American literature (including
Brazilian) from pre-Colombian times to the present, and contain chapters on Latin American writing
in the USA. Volume 3 is devoted partly to the history of Brazilian literature, from the earliest writing
through the colonial period and the Portuguese-language traditions of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries; and partly also to an extensive bibliographical section in which annotated reading lists
relating to the chapters in all three volumes of The Cambridge History of Latin American Literature
are presented. These bibliographies are a unique feature of the History, further enhancing its
immense value as a reference work.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: British Romantic Literature Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2023-06-23 Examines Romantic poets and their revolutionary literary ideals.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: The Encyclopedia of Romantic Literature, 3
Volume Set Frederick Burwick, Nancy Moore Goslee, Diane Long Hoeveler, 2012-01-30 The
Encyclopedia of Romantic Literature is an authoritative three-volume reference work that covers



British artistic, literary, and intellectual movements between 1780 and 1830, within the context of
European, transatlantic and colonial historical and cultural interaction. Comprises over 275 entries
ranging from 1,000 to 6,500 words arranged in A-Z format across three fully cross-referenced
volumes Written by an international cast of leading and emerging scholars Entries explore genre
development in prose, poetry, and drama of the Romantic period, key authors and their works, and
key themes Also available online as part of the Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Literature, providing
24/7 access and powerful searching, browsing and cross-referencing capabilities
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: British Romanticism and Italian
Literature , 2005-01-01 Drawing on a long-standing tradition of fictional images, British writers of
the Romantic period defined and constructed Italy as a land that naturally invites inscription and
description. In their works, Italy is a cultural geography so heavily overwritten with discourse that it
becomes the natural recipient of further fictional transformations. If critics have frequently attended
to this figurative complex and its related Italophilia, what seems to have been left relatively
unexplored is the fact that these representations were paralleled and sustained by intense scholarly
activities. This volume specifically addresses Romantic-period scholarship about Italian literature,
history, and culture under the interconnected rubrics of ‘translating’, ‘reviewing’, and ‘rewriting’.
The essays in this book consider this rich field of scholarly activity in order to redraw its contours
and examine its connections with the fictional images of Italy and the general fascination with this
land and its civilization that are a crucial component of British culture between the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: Encyclopedia of the Romantic Era
1760-1850 Christopher John Murray, 2013-05-13 In 850 analytical articles, this two-volume set
explores the developments that influenced the profound changes in thought and sensibility during
the second half of the eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth century. The
Encyclopedia provides readers with a clear, detailed, and accurate reference source on the
literature, thought, music, and art of the period, demonstrating the rich interplay of international
influences and cross-currents at work; and to explore the many issues raised by the very concepts of
Romantic and Romanticism.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: A History of the Romantic Movement in
Spain E. Allison Peers, 2014-02-06 Originally published in 1940, this book examines the Romantic
Movement in Spain from its decline and dwindling popularity after 1837, and the rise of eclecticism,
to its final expressions around 1860. Peers looks at key texts in the history of the Romantic style, as
well as the real meaning of Romanticism in Spain at this time.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: Nonfictional Romantic Prose Steven P.
Sondrup, Virgil Nemoianu, Gerald Gillespie, 2004 Nonfictional Romantic Prose: Expanding Borders
surveys a broad range of expository, polemical, and analytical literary forms that came into
prominence during the last two decades of the eighteenth century and the first half of the
nineteenth. They stand in contrast to better-known romantic fiction in that they endeavor to address
the world of daily, empirical experience rather than that of more explicitly self-referential, fanciful
creation. Among them are genres that have since the nineteenth century come to characterize many
aspects of modern life like the periodical or the psychological case study; others flourished and
enjoyed wide-spread popularity during the nineteenth century but are much less well-known today
like the almanac and the diary. Travel narratives, pamphlets, religious and theological texts, familiar
essays, autobiographies, literary-critical and philosophical studies, and discussions of the visual arts
and music all had deep historical roots when appropriated by romantic writers but prospered in
their hands and assumed distinctive contours indicative of the breadth of romantic thought.
SPECIAL OFFER: 30% discount for a complete set order (5 vols.).The Romanticism series in the
Comparative History of Literatures in European Languages is the result of a remarkable
international collaboration. The editorial team coordinated the efforts of over 100 experts from more
than two dozen countries to produce five independently conceived, yet interrelated volumes that
show not only how Romanticism developed and spread in its principal European homelands and



throughout the New World, but also the ways in which the affected literatures in reaction to
Romanticism have redefined themselves on into Modernism. A glance at the index of each volume
quickly reveals the extraordinary richness of the series' total contents. Romantic Irony sets the
broader experimental parameters of comparison by concentrating on the myriad expressions of
�irony� as one of the major impulses in the Romantic philosophical and artistic revolution, and by
combining cross-cultural and interdisciplinary studies with special attention also to literatures in
less widely diffused language streams. Romantic Drama traces creative innovations that deeply
altered the understanding of genre at large, fed popular imagination through vehicles like the opera,
and laid the foundations for a modernist theater of the absurd. Romantic Poetry demonstrates deep
patterns and a sharing of crucial themes of the revolutionary age which underlie the lyrical
expression that flourished in so many languages and environments. Nonfictional Romantic Prose
assists us in coping with the vast array of writings from the personal and intimate sphere to modes
of public discourse, including Romanticism's own self-commentary in theoretical statements on the
arts, society, life, the sciences, and more. Nor are the discursive dimensions of imaginative literature
neglected in the closing volume, Romantic Prose Fiction, where the basic Romantic themes and story
types (the romance, novel, novella, short story, and other narrative forms) are considered
throughout Europe and the New World. This enormous realm is seen not just in terms of Romantic
theorizing, but in the light of the impact of Romantic ideas and narration on later generations. As an
aid to readers, the introduction to Romantic Prose Fiction explains the relationships among the
volumes in the series and carries a listing of their tables of contents in an appendix. No other series
exists comparable to these volumes which treat the entirety of Romanticism as a cultural happening
across the whole breadth of the �Old� and �New� Worlds and thus render a complex picture of
European spiritual strivings in the late eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries, a heritage still very
close to our age.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: Romantic Science and the Experience
of Self Martin Halliwell, 2016-03-31 First published in 1999, this engaging interdisciplinary study of
romantic science focuses on the work of five influential figures in twentieth-century transatlantic
intellectual history. In this book, Martin Halliwell constructs an innovative tradition of romantic
science by indicating points of theoretical and historical intersection in the thought of William James
(American philosopher); Otto Rank (Austrian psychoanalyst); Ludwig Binswanger (Swiss
psychiatrist); Erik Erikson (Danish/German psychologist); and Oliver Sacks (British neurologist).
Beginning with the ferment of intellectual activity in late eighteenth-century German Romanticism,
Halliwell argues that only with William James’ theory of pragmatism early in the twentieth century
did romantic science become a viable counter-tradition to strictly empirical science. Stimulated by
debates over rival models of consciousness and renewed interest in theories of the self, Halliwell
reveals that in their challenge to Freud’s adoption of ideas from nineteenth-century natural science,
these thinkers have enlarged the possibilities of romantic science for bridging the perceived gulf
between the arts and sciences.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: The Romantic Ideology Jerome J. McGann,
1985-02-15 Claiming that the scholarship and criticism of Romanticism and its works have for too
long been dominated by a Romantic ideology—by an uncritical absorption in Romanticism's own
self-representations—Jerome J. McGann presents a new, critical view of the subject that calls for a
radically revisionary reading of Romanticism. In the course of his study, McGann analyzes both the
predominant theories of Romanticism (those deriving from Coleridge, Hegel, and Heine) and the
products of its major English practitioners. Words worth, Coleridge, Shelley, and Byron are
considered in greatest depth, but the entire movement is subjected to a searching critique. Arguing
that poetry is produced and reproduced within concrete historical contexts and that criticism must
take these contexts into account, McGann shows how the ideologies embodied in Romantic poetry
and theory have shaped and distorted contemporary critical activities.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: The Romantic Poets Uttara Natarajan,
2008-04-15 This welcome addition to the Blackwell Guides to Criticism series provides students with



an invaluable survey of the critical reception of the Romantic poets. Guides readers through the
wealth of critical material available on the Romantic poets and directs them to the most influential
readings Presents key critical texts on each of the major Romantic poets – Blake, Wordsworth,
Coleridge, Byron, Shelley and Keats – as well as on poets of more marginal canonical standing
Cross-referencing between the different sections highlights continuities and counterpoints
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: British Romanticism in Asia Alex
Watson, Laurence Williams, 2019-02-15 This book examines the reception of British Romanticism in
India and East Asia (including China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan). Building on recent scholarship on
“Global Romanticism”, it develops a reciprocal, cross-cultural model of scholarship, in which “Asian
Romanticism” is recognized as itself an important part of the Romantic literary tradition. It explores
the connections between canonical British Romantic authors (including Austen, Blake, Byron,
Shelley, and Wordsworth) and prominent Asian writers (including Natsume Sōseki, Rabindranath
Tagore, and Xu Zhimo). The essays also challenge Eurocentric assumptions about reception and
periodization, exploring how, since the early nineteenth century, British Romanticism has been
creatively adapted and transformed by Asian writers.
  romanticism in literature was characterized by: The Complete Works of Nathaniel
Hawthorne: Novels, Short Stories, Poetry, Essays, Letters and Memoirs (Illustrated Edition)
Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2024-01-06 The Complete Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne: Novels, Short
Stories, Poetry, Essays, Letters and Memoirs (Illustrated Edition) offers an extensive compendium of
the author's literary oeuvre, showcasing his mastery in weaving intricate narratives and profound
themes that explore the human condition. Rich with symbolism and imbued with a moral complexity,
Hawthorne's works evoke the tensions of sin and redemption, innocence and experience, against the
backdrop of 19th-century America. This illustrated edition not only illuminates the text with visual
artistry but enhances the reader'Äôs understanding of Hawthorne's psychological depth and
philosophical inquiry. Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) was a critical figure in American literature,
often associated with the Transcendental Movement yet markedly distinct in his exploration of
darker themes. His heritage, marked by ancestry tied to the Puritanical roots of New England,
provided a fertile ground for his fascination with guilt, the past, and moral ambiguity. Throughout
his life, Hawthorne faced personal struggles, including economic hardships and the shadow of his
family's legacy, which influenced his contemplative and sometimes melancholic writing style. For
readers seeking to delve into the complexities of human nature and the moral quandaries that define
our existence, this illustrated edition of Hawthorne'Äôs complete works serves as an essential
resource. It invites aficionados of American literature, new readers, and scholars alike to engage
deeply with Hawthorne's timeless explorations, leaving an indelible impression that resonates across
generations.
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