
laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age

**Laissez Faire Economic Policies in the Gilded Age: A Closer Look at America’s Era of Unregulated

Growth**

laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age defined much of the United States' approach to

industry, business, and government intervention during the late 19th century. This period, roughly

spanning from the 1870s to the early 1900s, was marked by rapid industrialization, explosive economic

growth, and significant social upheaval. Understanding how laissez-faire principles shaped this era

offers valuable insights into the roots of modern American capitalism and the complex legacy of

minimal government interference in the economy.

The Essence of Laissez Faire Economic Policies in the Gilded

Age

The term “laissez-faire” originates from French, meaning “let do” or “let go,” essentially advocating

for minimal government intervention in economic affairs. During the Gilded Age, this philosophy

became the guiding principle for policymakers and business leaders alike. The federal government

largely refrained from regulating industries, allowing private enterprises to operate freely, set prices,

and negotiate labor conditions without much oversight.

This hands-off approach was believed to encourage innovation, entrepreneurship, and competition,

driving unprecedented economic expansion. However, it also created an environment where

monopolies flourished, labor abuses were rampant, and wealth inequality widened dramatically.



The Political Climate and Its Impact on Economic Policy

Politics during the Gilded Age were heavily influenced by the belief that government should play a

limited role in economic matters. Presidents like Rutherford B. Hayes, James Garfield, and Grover

Cleveland often supported policies that favored business interests, such as low tariffs and minimal

taxation. Congress, dominated by pro-business Republicans and Democrats focused on states’ rights,

was reluctant to impose regulations that might hinder industrial growth.

This political stance meant that key industries—railroads, steel, oil, and banking—operated with little

government restraint. The result was a booming economy but also growing public concern over

corporate power and corruption, which would eventually fuel progressive reform movements.

How Laissez Faire Policies Shaped Key Industries

The Gilded Age saw the transformation of the American economy from agrarian to industrial, with

laissez-faire policies serving as the backdrop for this change.

Railroads: The Arteries of Economic Expansion

Railroads were the backbone of the Gilded Age economy, connecting raw materials, factories, and

markets across vast distances. Without stringent government regulation, railroad companies engaged

in practices like price-fixing and discriminatory rates, often exploiting farmers and small businesses.

The lack of oversight allowed railroad tycoons, such as Cornelius Vanderbilt and Jay Gould, to amass

great fortunes. While these railroads spurred economic growth, their unchecked power sparked public

outrage, leading to the first regulatory efforts like the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887—an early

response to the excesses of laissez-faire.



Steel and Oil: Titans of Industry Unleashed

Industrial giants like Andrew Carnegie in steel and John D. Rockefeller in oil epitomized the laissez-

faire ideal of self-made success. Their companies thrived in an environment where monopolistic

practices were common and anti-trust laws were virtually nonexistent.

Carnegie’s steel empire revolutionized construction and infrastructure, while Rockefeller’s Standard Oil

controlled nearly 90% of the U.S. oil refining industry at its peak. Both men benefited from minimal

government interference, enabling them to consolidate power and wealth on an unprecedented scale.

The Social and Economic Consequences of Laissez Faire

While laissez-faire economic policies fostered growth and innovation, they also led to significant social

challenges that would shape America’s future.

Labor Conditions and the Rise of Unions

One of the most significant downsides of minimal regulation was the exploitation of workers. Factory

laborers, including many immigrants, faced long hours, low wages, and dangerous working conditions.

The absence of labor protections made it difficult for workers to demand better treatment.

In response, labor unions like the Knights of Labor and the American Federation of Labor began to

organize strikes and advocate for workers’ rights. Events like the Haymarket Riot and the Pullman

Strike highlighted the tensions between capital and labor during this laissez-faire period.



Wealth Inequality and Social Stratification

The Gilded Age’s laissez-faire policies contributed to stark wealth disparities. While industrialists and

financiers accumulated vast riches, many workers and farmers lived in poverty. This economic divide

created social tensions and fueled criticisms of the capitalist system as one that favored the elite at the

expense of the masses.

Writers and social critics of the time, such as Mark Twain (who coined the term “Gilded Age”) and

Henry George, called attention to these inequalities and the need for reform.

The Beginning of Government Intervention: Challenges to

Laissez Faire

By the late 19th century, the shortcomings of laissez-faire policies became impossible to ignore. Public

outcry over monopolies, corruption, and worker exploitation led to initial attempts at regulation and

reform.

Legislative Efforts and Regulatory Milestones

- **Interstate Commerce Act (1887):** This law aimed to curb railroad abuses by establishing the

Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC), the first federal regulatory agency.

- **Sherman Antitrust Act (1890):** Designed to combat monopolies and promote competition, this act

marked a significant shift away from pure laissez-faire ideals.

- **Labor Legislation:** Though limited initially, some states began passing laws to improve working

conditions and limit child labor.

These early interventions signaled the beginning of a more active government role in managing the



economy, setting the stage for the Progressive Era reforms that would follow.

The Role of Public Opinion and the Press

Journalists known as “muckrakers” played a crucial role in exposing the excesses of laissez-faire

capitalism. Investigative reports on corporate greed, unsafe working conditions, and political corruption

galvanized public support for reform.

This growing awareness made it politically difficult for leaders to maintain a strict hands-off approach,

pushing the nation toward a more balanced relationship between government and business.

Lessons from Laissez Faire Economic Policies in the Gilded

Age

Looking back, the Gilded Age offers important lessons about the benefits and pitfalls of laissez-faire

economics. On one hand, minimal regulation can stimulate innovation, growth, and wealth creation. On

the other, it can lead to abuses of power, social inequality, and instability if left unchecked.

For modern readers and policymakers, understanding this era underscores the importance of striking a

balance between encouraging free enterprise and protecting the public interest. It also highlights how

economic philosophies influence the daily lives of workers, consumers, and communities.

In exploring laissez-faire economic policies in the Gilded Age, we gain a richer appreciation for the

complexities of economic development and the ongoing debate over the role of government in shaping

a fair and prosperous society.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were laissez-faire economic policies during the Gilded Age?

Laissez-faire economic policies during the Gilded Age referred to minimal government intervention in

business and the economy, allowing private enterprises to operate freely with little regulation.

How did laissez-faire policies impact industrial growth in the Gilded

Age?

Laissez-faire policies encouraged rapid industrial growth by allowing businesses to operate without

heavy government restrictions, leading to the expansion of railroads, steel, oil, and other industries.

What role did laissez-faire economics play in the rise of monopolies in

the Gilded Age?

The minimal government regulation under laissez-faire economics facilitated the rise of monopolies

and trusts, as companies could consolidate power and eliminate competition with little oversight.

How did laissez-faire policies affect workers during the Gilded Age?

Laissez-faire policies often left workers vulnerable to poor working conditions, low wages, and long

hours since there were few labor laws or protections enforced by the government.

Why did some Americans support laissez-faire economics during the

Gilded Age?

Many Americans supported laissez-faire economics because they believed it promoted economic

growth, entrepreneurship, and individual freedom without government interference.



What criticisms were raised against laissez-faire economic policies in

the Gilded Age?

Critics argued that laissez-faire policies led to economic inequality, exploitation of labor, unsafe

working conditions, and unchecked corporate power that harmed society.

Did the government maintain a purely laissez-faire approach

throughout the Gilded Age?

While largely laissez-faire, the government did intervene occasionally, such as in the regulation of

interstate commerce with the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887, signaling some limits to complete non-

intervention.

Additional Resources

**Laissez Faire Economic Policies in the Gilded Age: An Analytical Review**

laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age played a pivotal role in shaping the United States'

rapid industrial growth and social transformations during the late 19th century. Characterized by

minimal government intervention in business affairs, these policies fostered an environment where

private enterprises thrived unencumbered by heavy regulation. This economic philosophy underpinned

the era’s dynamic expansion and, simultaneously, sparked intense debates about wealth disparity,

labor rights, and the role of government in economic affairs.

The Context and Origins of Laissez Faire in the Gilded Age

The Gilded Age, spanning roughly from the 1870s to the early 1900s, was a period of profound

economic change and industrialization in America. Following the Civil War, the country experienced

unprecedented growth in manufacturing, transportation, and finance. At the heart of this transformation



was the adherence to laissez faire principles—derived from the French phrase meaning “let do” or “let

go”—which advocated for minimal government interference in economic matters.

During this time, the U.S. government largely embraced a hands-off approach, believing that free

markets and competition would naturally regulate themselves. Tariff policies favored protectionism but

did not extend to regulating business practices domestically. This regulatory environment allowed

industries such as steel, oil, and railroads to consolidate power, often through monopolistic practices,

without significant legal constraints.

Defining Features of Laissez Faire Economic Policies in the Gilded Age

The laissez faire economic model during the Gilded Age had several defining features that influenced

both business operations and social dynamics:

Minimal Regulatory Oversight: The federal government refrained from imposing strict regulations

on industries, allowing corporations to operate with significant autonomy.

Limited Labor Protections: Workers had few legal protections; labor unions were often

suppressed, and workplace conditions remained largely unregulated.

Emphasis on Free Markets: Economic policy favored competition and market forces as the

primary drivers of growth and innovation.

Corporate Consolidation: The lack of antitrust enforcement enabled the rise of monopolies and

trusts, concentrating wealth and market power in the hands of a few industrial magnates.

Low Taxes and Tariffs: While tariffs were used to protect domestic industries, income and

corporate taxes were minimal, encouraging capital accumulation.



Economic Growth Under Laissez Faire: Pros and Cons

The laissez faire economic policies in the Gilded Age contributed significantly to the United States'

transformation into a global industrial powerhouse. However, this growth came with complex

consequences.

Positive Impacts on Industrial Expansion and Innovation

The absence of stringent government regulation allowed entrepreneurs to innovate and expand rapidly.

Industrialists like Andrew Carnegie in steel, John D. Rockefeller in oil, and Cornelius Vanderbilt in

railroads capitalized on the open market to build vast business empires. This entrepreneurial freedom

led to:

Massive increases in production capacity and technological advancements.

Expansion of the railroad network, connecting markets and stimulating commerce.

Acceleration of urbanization and the rise of new economic centers.

Creation of millions of jobs, albeit often under harsh conditions.

The laissez faire approach enabled the U.S. economy to grow at an average rate of about 4.5%

annually during the Gilded Age—remarkably robust for the period.



Negative Consequences: Inequality and Labor Struggles

Despite economic gains, the laissez faire policies also contributed to stark social and economic

inequalities. Wealth became concentrated among a small elite, while many workers faced low wages,

unsafe working environments, and job insecurity. Some of the critical drawbacks included:

Labor Exploitation: Without government protections, child labor, excessively long working hours,

and hazardous conditions were common.

Monopolistic Practices: Large trusts and monopolies stifled competition, leading to price

manipulation and market control detrimental to consumers and smaller businesses.

Limited Social Mobility: The gap between the wealthy industrialists and the working poor

widened, fueling social tensions and unrest.

Political Corruption: The close ties between business interests and political figures sometimes

resulted in corrupt practices, undermining democratic governance.

The Role of Government: Between Laissez Faire and Emerging

Regulation

While laissez faire dominated the Gilded Age, the era was not entirely devoid of government action.

The federal government maintained protective tariffs, such as the McKinley Tariff Act of 1890, to shield

domestic industries from foreign competition. Additionally, the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887

marked one of the earliest attempts to regulate railroads and curb unfair practices, signaling the

beginning of a shift away from pure laissez faire policies.



The Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890 further underscored this transition, aiming to dismantle monopolies

and preserve competition. However, enforcement was initially weak, and many trusts continued to

flourish. These developments reflected growing public and political awareness of the limitations and

social costs associated with unregulated capitalism.

Comparative Perspectives: Laissez Faire in the U.S. vs. Other

Industrializing Nations

Comparing the United States' laissez faire stance during the Gilded Age with other industrialized

countries reveals important distinctions. European powers such as Britain and Germany had more

interventionist policies, including labor laws and social welfare programs emerging in the late 19th

century. For instance, Germany under Otto von Bismarck introduced pioneering social insurance

schemes, which contrasted with the U.S.'s reluctance to regulate businesses and support workers.

This divergence in economic philosophies contributed to varying social outcomes. While the U.S.

experienced rapid industrial expansion, it also endured more pronounced social inequality and labor

unrest. The relative absence of a social safety net heightened the pressures on the working class,

culminating in strikes and the rise of organized labor movements seeking better protections.

Legacy and Lessons from Laissez Faire Economic Policies in the Gilded

Age

The Gilded Age’s laissez faire approach offers valuable insights into the balance between economic

freedom and regulation. Its legacy is mixed: on one hand, it catalyzed innovation and growth; on the

other, it exposed vulnerabilities in social equity and governance.

The challenges that arose during this period spurred progressive reforms in the early 20th century, as



policymakers sought to introduce regulatory frameworks to curb abuses, protect workers, and promote

fair competition. The era highlighted the need for a nuanced economic policy that fosters enterprise

while safeguarding societal welfare.

Understanding the interplay between laissez faire economic policies in the Gilded Age and their

outcomes is crucial for contemporary debates on deregulation and government involvement in markets.

The historical experience underscores that while free markets can drive prosperity, unchecked

capitalism may necessitate thoughtful interventions to ensure inclusive and sustainable growth.

Laissez Faire Economic Policies In The Gilded Age

Find other PDF articles:
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-18/Book?trackid=sdR08-3812&title=march-of-the-pengui
ns-worksheet-answers.pdf

  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: The Routledge History of Religion and
Politics in the United States Since 1775 Cara Lea Burnidge, Lauren Frances Turek, 2024-12-30
Drawing together history and recent historiography, this volume offers a reference work for
understanding how religion influenced politics and how politics shaped religion in the United States
from the American Revolution through to the present day. The book brings together some of the
most well-regarded scholars in history, religious studies, American studies, political science, and
other disciplines working in this field, providing a groundbreaking transdisciplinary history of this
topic. It explores the major themes and historiographical trends that animate current scholarship,
ensuring that readers come away with a thorough picture of the field, how it has evolved, and where
future scholars might take us. This unique approach is well suited to students and scholars of both
U.S. history and religious studies and encourages interdisciplinary analysis for the fields of religion
and politics.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: Historical Dictionary of the Gilded Age
Leonard C. Schlup, James Gilbert Ryan, 2003 Covers all the people, events, movements, subjects,
court cases, inventions, and more that defined the Gilded Age.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: The Rights of the Defenseless Susan J.
Pearson, 2020-10-12 In 1877, the American Humane Society was formed as the national
organization for animal and child protection. Thirty years later, there were 354 anticruelty
organizations chartered in the United States, nearly 200 of which were similarly invested in the
welfare of both humans and animals. In The Rights of the Defenseless, Susan J. Pearson seeks to
understand the institutional, cultural, legal, and political significance of the perceived bond between
these two kinds of helpless creatures, and the attempts made to protect them. Unlike many of
today’s humane organizations, those Pearson follows were delegated police powers to make arrests
and bring cases of cruelty to animals and children before local magistrates. Those whom they
prosecuted were subject to fines, jail time, and the removal of either animal or child from their

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-013/Book?docid=kgw32-6794&title=laissez-faire-economic-policies-in-the-gilded-age.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-18/Book?trackid=sdR08-3812&title=march-of-the-penguins-worksheet-answers.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-18/Book?trackid=sdR08-3812&title=march-of-the-penguins-worksheet-answers.pdf


possession. Pearson explores the limits of and motivation behind this power and argues that while
these reformers claimed nothing more than sympathy with the helpless and a desire to protect their
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storied history, The Rights of the Defenseless will appeal broadly to reform-minded historians and
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inequality not seen since the Gilded Age in the late nineteenth century. At the same time,
technological innovation has transformed society, and a core priority of public policy has been
promoting innovation. What is the relationship between economic inequality and technological
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demonstrates that technological market power tends to rise, increasing inequality of income and
wealth. Unchecked inequality threatens the foundations of democracy: public policy is the only
counterbalancing force that can restrain corporate power, attain more egalitarian distribution of
wealth, and make democracy compatible with capitalism. Presenting a new paradigm for
understanding today’s vast inequalities, this book offers detailed proposals to redress them by
restricting corporate mergers and acquisitions, reforming patent law, improving the balance of
power in the labor market, increasing taxation, promoting upward mobility, and stabilizing the
middle class.
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pragmatists who pioneered social rights in America, Feminist Pragmatism and Social Rights delves
into the transformative efforts of trailblazing figures, including Jane Addams, Julia Lathrop, Florence
Kelley, Grace Abbott, Mary Church Terrell, Mary McLeod Bethune, Emily Greene Balch, Molly
Dewson, and Frances Perkins. As Judy D. Whipps reveals, these women created and led
organizations that were prototypes for later federal programs. Their relentless advocacy reshaped
U.S. politics and culture, from grassroots organizations to federal legislation, paving the way for
constitutional recognition of social rights decades before the United Nation’s International Covenant
on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. This book is the first to cast the philosophy behind these
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struggles and triumphs, from combating child labor to advancing women’s rights, and after their
research gathered popular support for reform, they continued that work by writing drafts of
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platforms, the rise and fall of political movements, and the enduring impact of pivotal moments that
have shaped the nation's destiny. From the early days of the republic to the challenges of the 21st
century, this book provides a thorough examination of the ideas, interests, and power that have
shaped American politics. We explore the complex interplay of political parties, social movements,
and individual leaders in shaping the nation's destiny. This book delves into the ideological battles of
the Cold War, the rise of conservatism, and the struggle for racial equality that culminated in
landmark legislation and the dismantling of Jim Crow. It examines the impact of Reaganomics, the
decline of the labor movement, and the growing wealth gap that has come to define the American
economy. We also explore the impact of 9/11, the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the financial
crisis of 2008 on American politics and society. We conclude our journey with an exploration of the
Obama Era, the rise of social media, and the deep political polarization that has come to
characterize contemporary American politics. This book is an essential resource for anyone seeking
to understand the complex tapestry of American political ideologies. It provides a comprehensive
overview of the nation's political history, from the founding era to the present day, and offers
insights into the challenges and opportunities facing American democracy in the 21st century. With
its engaging narrative and thought-provoking analysis, this book is a must-read for students,
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review!
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shaped the world as we know it today. In the 18th century, market towns emerged as vibrant centers
of economic activity, where merchants and traders exchanged goods and ideas, fostering a sense of
community and driving local economies. The development of transportation networks, including
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engine ushered in a new era of transportation, revolutionizing travel and trade. Steam-powered
ships and locomotives reduced journey times, opened up new possibilities for exploration, and
created a more efficient and reliable transportation infrastructure. This led to the growth of
industries, urban centers, and the rise of capitalism. The Industrial Revolution brought about a
fundamental shift in the way goods were produced. Mechanized production processes increased
efficiency and productivity, transforming industries and leading to the growth of large-scale



factories. The pursuit of profit became a central motivating factor in economic activity, shaping the
social and economic landscape of the 18th century. This book explores the profound impact of
commerce and transportation on society. The growth of cities, the changing nature of work, and the
rise of social movements all reflected the transformative changes taking place. Through captivating
storytelling and meticulous research, this book sheds light on the ways in which commerce and
transportation shaped the lives of ordinary people and the development of societies around the
world. Whether you are a history buff, an economics enthusiast, or simply curious about the forces
that shaped the modern world, this book is an essential read. It offers a comprehensive and
engaging exploration of a pivotal era in human history, providing valuable insights into the origins of
our modern economic and social systems. If you like this book, write a review!
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: CliffsNotes AP U. S. History Cram Plan
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2024-08-27 In August 1889, the five states that were once part of the 1861 Dakota Territory—North
Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho—drafted their state constitutions in
preparation for inclusion in the United States. These constitutions were models of progressive and
pragmatic values for their time. Wyoming, for instance, was the first state to grant women’s
suffrage. In addition to suffrage, delegates from these states banned child labor, curbed the power
of railroads and grain monopolies, mandated state ownership of running water, opened voting
eligibility, and created state-owned banks. These states, the “89ers,” as Samuel Western calls them,
exhibited a spirit of commonweal inclusivity that set them apart. Much has changed since—and not
for the better. Today, legislators in these five states have spurned these inclusive values. Instead,
they promote the narrative of exclusion and lean toward authoritarianism. Legislators restrict
voting, disenfranchise Native Americans, limit protests, squash public education, and discourage
immigration initiatives, such as sanctuary cities. In their current condition, these states are in direct
contradiction of the pragmatically inclusive and progressive values of their 1889 constitutions. The
89ers today are driven by ideological objections to political autonomy (stripping power from cities),
fueling partisanship, and a rigid commitment to traditional commodity-based industries. Western
sees hope for the future, but only if these states replace their fidelity to a particular idea of rural
America with a more pragmatic openness to diversity and change—which will paradoxically bring
them closer to the original spirit of their constitutions. Western calls for a radical rethinking of what
rural America is and could be. As a long-time resident in Wyoming, he speaks not from the outside
but as someone who personally cares about this region and its future prosperity. The Spirit of 1889
aims to shed light on how these states have drifted so far from where they began and what might be
done to reclaim those original values.
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security state? What would a statecraft that pulls ideas from the American left look like? Grand
Strategies of the Left brings the progressive worldview into conversation with security studies and
foreign policy practice. It argues that American progressives think durable security will only come
by prioritizing the interconnected conditions of peace, democracy, and equality. By conceiving of
grand strategy as worldmaking, progressives see multiple ways of using foreign policy to make a
more just and stable world. US statecraft – including defense policy – should be retooled not for



primacy, endless power accumulation, or a political status quo that privileges elites, but rather to
shape the context that gives rise to perpetual insecurity. Progressive worldmaking has its own risks
and dilemmas but expands how we imagine what the world is and could be.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: The Intellectual Devotional: American
History David S. Kidder, Noah D. Oppenheim, 2007-10-16 A year's worth of daily readings from the
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economics, with its traditional dichotomies of socialism versus capitalism, private versus state, and
planning versus market, is changing. This innovative textbook offers a new approach to
understanding different economic systems that reflects both recent transformations in the world
economy and recent changes in the field.This new edition examines a wide variety of institutional
and systemic arrangements, many of which reflect deep roots in countries' cultures and histories.
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comparative treatment to another continent. The chapter on Brazil with its account of the role of the
Amazon rain forest as a great carbon sink expands the coverage of global environmental and
sustainability issues. Each chapter ends with discussion questions.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: Contemporary Criminology and
Criminal Justice Theory G. Skoll, 2009-08-31 This book casts a critical eye on scholarship in the
field of criminal justice, and offers some new orientations to help develop explanations for
twenty-first century criminology and criminal justice studies.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: Facing Fascism Jerry Sorlucco, 2006-08-21
Click this link to read a review of Facing Fascism. Coming off his unsuccessful 2004 New Hampshire
state Senate campaign, Jerry Sorlucco realized something was fundamentally wrong in America.
Across the country people had voted against their own best interest. The Republican far rightnow
the party of our modern robber baronswaving the bloody shirt, and using the war on terrorism to
instill fear, in league with the Christian evangelical movement, had won both houses of Congress
and the White House. President George W. Bush, who had lost the popular vote in 2000 and won the
election in a five to four vote by U.S. Supreme Court, had the power to put in motion an agenda that
rewarded Americas rich elitists and systematically set about destroying the nations social safety net.
Thoroughly researched and annotated, Facing Fascism takes the reader through the 2004 election,
the manipulation of Americas worldview, the mismanagement of the major issues facing the nation,
and offers some solutions. It is a serious work, but essential reading for anyone who wants to



understand what is happening in America. The book shows conclusively that the threat to America in
the 21st century has all the characteristics of fascism, replete with class warfare, militarism, and
religious nationalism.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: The Politics of American Foreign
Policy Peter Hays Gries, 2014-04-16 This “eye-opening analysis” explains how and why America’s
culture wars and partisan divide have led to dysfunctional US policy abroad (The Atlantic). In this
provocative book, Peter Gries challenges the view that partisan elites on Capitol Hill are out of touch
with a moderate American public. Dissecting a new national survey, Gries shows how ideology
powerfully divides Main Street over both domestic and foreign policy and reveals how and why, with
the exception of attitudes toward Israel, liberals consistently feel warmer toward foreign countries
and international organizations—and desire friendlier policies toward them—than conservatives do.
The Politics of American Foreign Policy weaves together in-depth examinations of the psychological
roots and foreign policy consequences of the liberal-conservative divide; the cultural, socio-racial,
economic, and political dimensions of American ideology; and the moral values and foreign policy
orientations that divide Democrats and Republicans. Within this context, the book explores why
Americans disagree over US policy relating to Latin America, Europe, the Middle East, East Asia,
and international organizations such as the UN.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: Presidential Leadership in Feeble Times
Mark Zachary Taylor, 2024 Do presidents matter for America's economic performance? The Gilded
Age presidents of the late nineteenth century seem like weak and forgettable leaders, but they hold
the key to answering this question precisely because of their supposed impotence. In Presidential
Leadership in Feeble Times, Mark Zachary Taylor tells the story of three decades of Gilded Age
economic upheaval with a focus on presidential leadership--why did some presidents crash and burn,
while others prospered? Neither education nor experience mattered much. Nor did brains, personal
ethics, or party affiliation. Instead, Taylor finds that a president's effectiveness as an economic
leader flows primarily from their vision for the country and their leadership style.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: Was the American Revolution a
Mistake? Burton Weltman, 2013-08-27 Why was George Washington dismayed by the outcome of
the American Revolution? Would slavery still exist if the South had not seceded from the Union in
1861? Might socialists rule America today if Teddy Roosevelt had not run for President and lost in
1912? History is full of contingencies. People confront problems and debate options for solving
them. Then they make a choice and face the consequences of their choice. Often they wonder if a
different choice might have been better. Was the American Revolution a mistake? Was racial
segregation inevitable? Was the Cold War necessary? Americans have repeatedly asked these sorts
of questions as they examined the consequences of their choices. This is a book about revisiting
crucial choices people made in history and examining the consequences of those choices for them
and for us. It demonstrates a method of teaching history that recreates events as people experienced
them, and asks important questions that troubled them but that rarely appear in conventional
textbooks. Unlike conventional methods that often reduce history to names, dates and factoids for
students to memorize, it is a method that brings past debates to life, the losers' as well as the
winners' points of view, and makes the subject exciting. In studying history as choice, students
examine the problems people faced, their options for solving them, their decision-making processes,
and the choices they made. Then students evaluate the consequences of those choices both for
people in the past and us today. They explore what might have happened if different choices had
been made. Finally, students relate the consequences of those past choices to problems we face
today and the choices we need to make. History as choice is a practical and practicable method. It
has been designed to satisfy the curriculum goals of the National Council for the Social Studies, and
the book explains how it can be used to satisfy any state or local curriculum standards. The book
also identifies and illustrates resources that can be used with this method -- from data bases to
popular music -- and explains how teachers can gradually integrate it into their courses. In the first
part of the book, the method of history as choice is explained using the question of whether the



American Revolution was a mistake as a case in point. The second part of the book explores thirteen
other questions about significant issues and events in American history as additional examples of
how one might teach history as choice.
  laissez faire economic policies in the gilded age: The Defiant Dawson Barrett, 2018-05-08
The history of the United States is a history of oppression and inequality, as well as raucous
opposition to the status quo. It is a history of slavery and child labor, but also the protest movements
that helped end those institutions ... In this ... book, Dawson Barrett calls our attention to the
post-1960s period, in which [he posits that] US economic, cultural, and political elites turned the
tide against the protest movement gains of the previous forty years and reshaped the ability of
activists to influence the political process--Amazon.com.
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