university of south carolina magic and occult
science

University of South Carolina Magic and Occult Science: Exploring the Mystical and Academic
Intersection

university of south carolina magic and occult science is a fascinating phrase that might spark
curiosity for many. While it sounds like a title from a fantasy novel, the blend of academic inquiry
and the study of mystical traditions is a real and intriguing subject. The University of South Carolina,
known for its diverse academic programs and rich cultural heritage, offers a unique vantage point
into the exploration of magic, occult science, and esoteric studies through historical research,
cultural analysis, and interdisciplinary approaches. Let’s delve into what this intersection means,
how it is approached academically, and why it captivates so many students and scholars alike.

The Academic Context of Magic and Occult Science

When we think about magic and occult science in an academic setting, it’s important to distinguish
between superstition and scholarly study. Universities like the University of South Carolina don’t
teach magic as a practice of spells or sorcery but rather investigate the cultural, historical,
psychological, and philosophical aspects of occult traditions.

Magic and Occult Science as Cultural Phenomena

Magic and occult science have been part of human civilizations for centuries. From ancient Egyptian
rituals and alchemy to medieval European witchcraft and modern-day spiritual movements, these
subjects offer rich material for anthropologists, historians, and religious studies scholars. At the
University of South Carolina, courses and research projects in anthropology, history, and religious
studies explore how these mystical traditions influenced societies, belief systems, and even scientific
progress.

Interdisciplinary Research Opportunities

One of the strengths of studying magic and occult science at a university level is the
interdisciplinary nature of the subject. Students and researchers can approach it from various
angles, including:

- **History:** Investigating historical witch trials, secret societies, and the evolution of occult
philosophies.

- **Literature:** Analyzing how magic and occult themes appear in folklore, classic literature, and
contemporary media.

- *Psychology:** Examining the human mind’s fascination with supernatural phenomena and belief
systems.



- *Philosophy and Ethics:** Debating the moral implications and epistemological questions related
to occult practices.

This multifaceted approach enriches students’ understanding and promotes critical thinking about a
topic often relegated to the fringes of academic discourse.

University of South Carolina’s Unique Contributions

While the University of South Carolina may not offer a standalone degree explicitly titled “Magic and
Occult Science,” its departments provide ample resources and courses that touch upon these
themes. The institution’s commitment to comprehensive liberal arts education encourages students
to explore unconventional and intriguing topics through rigorous scholarship.

Courses and Faculty Expertise

Faculty members with interests in folklore, mythology, religious studies, and cultural anthropology
often incorporate elements of magic and occult into their curricula. For example, a religious studies
professor may offer a course on mystical traditions worldwide, covering topics like Kabbalah,
Hermeticism, and indigenous shamanistic practices. Similarly, folklore classes might delve into
regional superstitions, ghost stories, and the social functions of magical beliefs.

Research Centers and Libraries

The University of South Carolina’s libraries and special collections house rare manuscripts, early
printed books, and archival materials related to esoteric subjects. These resources are invaluable for
students conducting primary research on historical occult movements or mystical literature.
Additionally, interdisciplinary research centers may facilitate symposia and lectures that invite
experts from outside the university, fostering a vibrant intellectual community around these topics.

The Broader Appeal of Magic and Occult Science
Studies

Why do students and scholars find university of south carolina magic and occult science so
captivating? Beyond the obvious allure of mystery and the supernatural, these studies offer insights
into human culture, psychology, and the quest for meaning.

Understanding Human Belief Systems

Magic and occult science often reflect deep-seated human desires to understand and influence the
world beyond empirical observation. By studying these phenomena academically, students gain a



better grasp of how belief systems shape societies, influence behaviors, and reflect collective fears
and hopes. This understanding is crucial in disciplines like sociology, psychology, and religious
studies.

Connecting Past and Present

The study of magical traditions is not merely about ancient or archaic practices; it also sheds light
on contemporary spiritual movements such as neopaganism, Wicca, and New Age philosophies. As
these movements gain popularity, academic inquiry helps contextualize their origins and evolution,
enabling a more informed discussion about their role in modern culture.

Tips for Students Interested in Exploring Magic and
Occult Science at the University of South Carolina

If you're intrigued by the idea of studying the mystical and esoteric at the University of South
Carolina, here are some tips to make the most of your academic journey:

1. Explore Related Majors: Look into majors like Religious Studies, Anthropology, History, or
English. These fields often cover occult and magical themes within their course offerings.

2. Engage with Faculty: Seek out professors who specialize in folklore, mythology, or religious
studies to discuss your interests and find research opportunities.

3. Utilize Library Resources: Take advantage of the university’s special collections and
archives for in-depth research on occult manuscripts and rare texts.

4. Join Student Organizations: Participate in clubs or groups focused on paranormal studies,
mythology, or cultural heritage to connect with like-minded peers.

5. Attend Lectures and Events: Keep an eye out for guest lectures, seminars, or workshops
related to esoteric topics to broaden your understanding beyond the classroom.

The Intersection of Science and the Occult: A Historical
Perspective

An often overlooked aspect of university of south carolina magic and occult science is the historical
relationship between early scientific inquiry and occult practices. Before the rise of modern science,
alchemy, astrology, and other occult sciences were considered legitimate fields of study.



Alchemy and Early Chemistry

Alchemy, the precursor to modern chemistry, was deeply intertwined with mystical and occult
beliefs. Scholars sought to transform matter, discover the philosopher’s stone, and unlock secrets of
immortality. At the University of South Carolina, chemistry and history departments might explore
these origins to illustrate how the scientific method evolved from mystical roots.

Astrology and Astronomy

Similarly, astrology once played a significant role in understanding celestial phenomena. While
contemporary astronomy is grounded in empirical evidence, the cultural and psychological impact of
astrology remains significant. This duality offers a rich area of study, showing how human curiosity
transitioned from magical explanations to scientific ones.

Contemporary Relevance of Magic and Occult Studies

In today’s world, where technology and rationalism dominate, interest in magic and occult science
persists. University of South Carolina students and scholars engage with these topics not just as
relics of the past but as living traditions influencing culture and identity.

Pop Culture and Media Influence

From Harry Potter to popular TV shows and films, magic and occult themes permeate contemporary
media. Academic analysis helps unpack these narratives, exploring their symbolism, cultural
significance, and psychological appeal.

Spirituality and Personal Meaning

Many individuals turn to occult and magical traditions for personal growth, healing, and spiritual
exploration. Understanding these practices academically fosters respect and critical insight into
diverse worldviews, an essential skill in an increasingly globalized society.

Whether it’s through historical research, cultural analysis, or philosophical debate, the University of
South Carolina offers a rich environment to explore magic and occult science in a serious, scholarly
way. This intersection of mysticism and academia continues to inspire curiosity and critical inquiry,
revealing much about human nature and the enduring quest for knowledge beyond the visible world.



Frequently Asked Questions

Does the University of South Carolina offer courses related to
magic or the occult?

The University of South Carolina does not offer formal courses specifically focused on magic or the
occult, but students can explore related topics through anthropology, history, religious studies, or
folklore programs.

Are there any student organizations at the University of South
Carolina dedicated to magic or occult sciences?

While there is no official student organization solely dedicated to magic or occult sciences, some
clubs related to paranormal studies, mythology, or esoteric interests may exist on campus.

Can I study the history of magic and occult practices at the
University of South Carolina?

Yes, you can study aspects of the history of magic and occult practices through courses in history,
religious studies, or cultural anthropology, which sometimes cover esoteric traditions and their
cultural impacts.

Are there any research projects at the University of South
Carolina related to occult sciences?

There are no widely publicized research projects specifically on occult sciences, but faculty in
anthropology or religious studies may conduct research on folklore, mysticism, and related cultural
phenomena.

Has the University of South Carolina hosted any events or
lectures on magic or occult topics?

Occasionally, the university may host guest lectures or events on topics related to magic, mysticism,
or esoteric traditions as part of broader academic discussions in humanities or religious studies.

Are there any libraries or archives at the University of South
Carolina with materials on magic and the occult?

The University of South Carolina's libraries have extensive collections, including books and
manuscripts on folklore, mysticism, and esoteric studies, which can be accessed by students and
researchers.

Can I pursue a career in occult sciences after studying at the



University of South Carolina?

While the university does not offer a formal occult sciences degree, students interested in this field
can pursue careers in academia, cultural studies, or related areas by combining relevant coursework
and independent research.

Is there any faculty expertise in magic or occult studies at the
University of South Carolina?

Some faculty members in departments like religious studies or anthropology may have expertise in
esoteric traditions, folklore, or mystical practices, although this is typically part of broader cultural
studies.

How can I learn about magic and occult science through the
University of South Carolina's resources?

Students can explore magic and occult science through interdisciplinary studies involving history,
anthropology, religious studies, and literature, using university courses, libraries, and independent
research opportunities.

Does the University of South Carolina recognize magic or
occult science as an academic discipline?

Magic and occult science are not recognized as standalone academic disciplines at the University of
South Carolina, but elements of these topics are studied within other established academic fields.

Additional Resources

University of South Carolina Magic and Occult Science: An Investigative Review

university of south carolina magic and occult science represents a fascinating intersection of
academic inquiry and esoteric traditions. While the study of magic and occult science is often
relegated to fringe or purely historical contexts, the University of South Carolina (USC) offers a
unique lens through which these subjects can be explored within an academic framework. This
article delves into the scope, academic treatment, and cultural significance of magic and occult
science as studied or referenced at USC, analyzing how these elements contribute to broader
educational and cultural discourses.

Exploring Magic and Occult Science at the University of
South Carolina

The phrase “magic and occult science” typically conjures images of mysticism, arcane knowledge,
and supernatural phenomena. However, within an academic environment like the University of
South Carolina, this terminology takes on a more nuanced meaning. Here, the study is less about



practicing magic in a literal sense and more about understanding the historical, anthropological,
psychological, and cultural dimensions of magical beliefs and occult practices.

USC’s approach to magic and occult science is primarily interdisciplinary. Rather than offering a
single dedicated program, USC integrates these themes across departments such as Religious
Studies, Anthropology, History, and even Literature. This multidisciplinary engagement allows
students and scholars to analyze occult phenomena critically, situating them within broader societal
and historical contexts.

The Academic Treatment of Magic and Occult Studies

At USC, magic and occult science are often explored through courses that examine belief systems,
ritual practices, symbolism, and the influence of esoteric traditions on culture and society. For
example, coursework in Religious Studies might cover topics such as mysticism, paganism, and New
Age movements, emphasizing how these belief systems function within different communities.

Anthropological perspectives at USC focus on how magical and occult practices serve social and
psychological roles in various cultures. This includes ethnographic studies of rituals and healing
practices that are sometimes labeled as “magical” or “occult” by outsiders. The university’s faculty
members have published research analyzing divination, alchemy, and the use of talismans,
grounding these practices in concrete cultural frameworks rather than sensationalizing them.

Libraries and Resources Supporting Occult Science Research

The University of South Carolina’s extensive library system provides access to a wealth of primary
and secondary sources related to magic and occult science. Rare manuscripts, historical texts, and
contemporary analyses on topics such as Hermeticism, Kabbalah, and early modern witchcraft trials
are available for scholarly research. This access supports rigorous academic inquiry and encourages
students to engage critically with source material.

Additionally, USC’s digital archives and special collections occasionally feature exhibitions or
curated materials that highlight occult themes, allowing the campus community to explore these
topics in a structured and scholarly manner.

Relevance and Contemporary Significance

In today’s academic landscape, the study of magic and occult science often contributes to broader
conversations about spirituality, identity, and cultural heritage. USC’s engagement with these
themes underscores the university’s commitment to exploring diverse worldviews and challenging
conventional narratives.

Comparative Analysis with Other Institutions



While some universities offer specialized degree programs in esotericism or occult studies—such as
the University of Amsterdam or the University of Exeter—USC'’s strategy differs by embedding these
themes within established disciplines. This approach has advantages and disadvantages:

e Pros: Encourages interdisciplinary research; avoids sensationalism; enables contextual
understanding.

e Cons: May lack a centralized focus for students specifically interested in occult science;
potentially limited course offerings solely dedicated to magic or esotericism.

This comparative perspective highlights USC’s balanced but somewhat diffuse engagement with
magic and occult science, reflecting a cautious but open scholarly attitude.

Student Interest and Campus Culture

The presence of student organizations and informal groups interested in esoteric traditions indicates
a cultural curiosity about magic and occult science beyond purely academic boundaries. These
groups often organize discussions, guest lectures, and workshops that explore tarot, astrology, and
ritual practices, contributing to a vibrant campus culture that complements formal academic study.

Moreover, public lectures and events featuring scholars or practitioners of occult traditions
occasionally take place at USC, fostering dialogue between the university and the wider community
on topics related to mysticism and esoteric knowledge.

The Broader Impact of Studying Magic and Occult
Science

Studying magic and occult science at institutions like USC has broader implications for
understanding human history and culture. It challenges the dichotomy between “rational” science
and “irrational” belief, encouraging critical thinking about how knowledge is constructed and
validated.

By examining magical and occult traditions, scholars and students gain insight into alternative
epistemologies and the ways in which humans seek meaning beyond empirical evidence. This
academic curiosity enriches fields such as psychology, cultural studies, and religious history.

Challenges and Opportunities

Engaging with magic and occult science academically is not without challenges. Topics can be
misunderstood or stigmatized, and scholars must navigate biases both within and outside the
academy. USC’s adherence to scholarly rigor helps mitigate these challenges by emphasizing
methodological soundness and contextual analysis.



Opportunities, meanwhile, include contributing to emerging fields like the study of contemporary
spirituality, digital occultism, and the anthropology of religion. USC’s resources and interdisciplinary
framework position it well to participate in these dynamic conversations.

The University of South Carolina’s examination of magic and occult science, though subtle and
integrated, offers an important platform for understanding these complex phenomena in a scholarly
light. Through rigorous inquiry, access to rich archival materials, and a supportive intellectual
environment, USC facilitates a critical engagement with magic and occult traditions that extends
well beyond stereotypes and popular misconceptions.

University Of South Carolina Magic And Occult Science
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university of south carolina magic and occult science: Islamicate Occult Sciences in
Theory and Practice , 2020-11-16 Islamicate Occult Sciences in Theory and Practice brings
together the latest research on Islamic occult sciences from a variety of disciplinary perspectives,
namely intellectual history, manuscript studies and material culture. Its aim is not only to showcase
the range of pioneering work that is currently being done in these areas, but also to provide a model
for closer interaction amongst the disciplines constituting this burgeoning field of study.
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The writings of different types of rulers in different regions and periods are analyzed in this book,
from the early centuries in the central lands of Islam to 19th century Sudan. The composition of
poetry appears as the most fertile area for authorship among rulers. Prose writings show a wide
variety, from astrology to bookmaking, from autobiography to creeds. Some of the rulers made
claims to special knowledge, but in all cases authorship played a special role in the construction of
the rulers' authority and legitimacy. Contributors: Ahmed Ibrahim Abushouk, Sean W. Anthony,
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Melvin-Koushki, Letizia Osti, Jurgen Paul, Petra Schmidl, Tilman Seidensticker.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Rhetoric, Science, and Magic in
Seventeenth-century England Ryan ]J. Stark, 2009 Rhetoric operated at the crux of
seventeenth-century thought, from arguments between scientists and magicians to anxieties over
witchcraft and disputes about theology. Writers on all sides of these crucial topics stressed
rhetorical discernment, because to the astute observer the shape of one's eloquence was perhaps
the most reliable indicator of the heart's piety or, alternatively, of demonry. To understand the
period's tenor, we must understand the period's rhetorical thinking, which is the focus of this book.
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Ryan J. Stark presents a spiritually sensitive, interdisciplinary, and original discussion of early
modern English rhetoric. He shows specifically how experimental philosophers attempted to
disenchant language. While rationalists and skeptics delighted in this disenchantment, mystics,
wizards, and other practitioners of mysterious arts vehemently opposed the rhetorical precepts of
modern science. These writers used tropes not as plain instruments but rather as numinous devices
capable of transforming reality. On the contrary, the new philosophers perceived all esoteric
language as a threat to learning's advancement, causing them to disavow both nefarious forms of
occult spell casting and, unfortunately, edifying forms of wonderment and incantation. This
fundamental conflict between scientists and mystics over the nature of rhetoric is the most
significant linguistic happening in seventeenth-century England, and, as Stark argues, it ought
profoundly to inform how we discuss the rise of modern English writing. ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Ryan J. Stark is assistant professor of English at Pennsylvania State University. PRAISE FOR THE
BOOK: This extremely well-written, thoughtful book sets out to defend the new scientific writers
(members of the Royal Society, inaugurated in 1662 to discuss and foster the study of the physical
sciences) from the charge that 'those who attack rhetoric. . . Continued to use it'. . . .Stark is
eloquent in pursuing a thesis that attacks the eloquence that makes his own book so readable,
engaging, and absorbing.--John Mulryan, Cithara Stark investigates this mare's nest of models and
influences to conclude that seventeenth-century writers deployed what he calls a 'new plain style, '
distinct from the old and devised in opposition to occultism, spell-casting, sorcery, and magical
thinking.--Alvin Snider, Renaissance Quarterly Stark takes readers on an intriguing journey into the
seventeenth-century rhetorical mind. . . . Stark's argument establishes beyond much doubt that a
magical view of language dominated English prose and poetry in the decades prior to the founding
of the Royal Society in 1660. . . . Ryan Stark has provided students of rhetoric a sound,
well-documented and persuasive introduction to the topic of late Renaissance magic and rhetoric in
England. Rhetoric, Science and Magic in Seventeenth-Century England is an important book and one
that ought to change our thinking about the history of English rhetorical theory. --James A. Herrick,
Rhetoric and Public Affairs T]he book is a cryptonomicon that traces the crisis of enchantment in
early modernity as a crisis of style, illuminating some of the most difficult riddles of language in the
new millennium. I recommend it not only for students of the period, but for apprentices, and even
masters, of the arts of enchantment. --Anthony Lioi, JAC
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Renaissance Wayne Shumaker, 2023-04-28 The only short and acceptable summary and analysis of
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university of south carolina magic and occult science: Magical Thinking Stuart
McWilliams, 2011-12-08 Examining how scholarly writing has contended or conspired with
discourses of enchantment from the Middle Ages to the present.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: The Occult Mind Christopher I.
Lehrich, 2012-08-24 Given the historical orientation of philosophy, is it unreasonable to suggest a
wider cast of the net into the deep waters of magic? By encountering magical thought as theory, we
come to a new understanding of a thought that looks back at us from a funhouse mirror.—The Occult
Mind Divination, like many critical modes, involves reading signs, and magic, more generally, can be
seen as a kind of criticism that takes the universe—seen and unseen, known and unknowable—as its
text. In The Occult Mind, Christopher I. Lehrich explores the history of magic in Western thought,
suggesting a bold new understanding of the claims made about the power of various belief systems.



In closely interlinked essays on such disparate topics as ley lines, the Tarot, the Corpus Hermeticum,
writing and ritual in magical practice, and early attempts to decipher Egyptian hieroglyphics,
Lehrich treats magic and its parts as an intellectual object that requires interpretive zeal on the part
of readers/observers. Drawing illuminating parallels between the practice of magic and more recent
interpretive systems—structuralism, deconstruction, semiotics—Lehrich deftly suggests that the
specter of magic haunts all such attempts to grasp the character of knowledge. Offering a radical
new approach to the nature and value of occult thought, Lehrich's brilliantly conceived and executed
book posits magic as a mode of theory that is intrinsically subversive of normative conceptions of
reason and truth. In elucidating the deep parallels between occult thought and academic discourse,
Lehrich demonstrates that sixteenth-century occult philosophy often touched on issues that have
become central to philosophical discourse only in the past fifty years.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Amulets and Talismans of the Middle
East and North Africa in Context , 2022-04-25 In this volume amulets and talismans are studied
within a broader system of meaning that shapes how they were manufactured, activated and used in
different networks. Text, material features and the environments in which these artifacts circulated,
are studied alongside each other, resulting in an innovative approach to understand the many
different functions these objects could fulfil in pre-modern times. Produced and used by Muslims and
non-Muslims alike, the case studies presented here include objects that differ in size, material,
language and shape. What the articles share is an all-round, in-depth approach that helps the reader
understand the complexity of the objects discussed and will improve one’s understanding of the role
they played within pre-modern societies. Contributors are: Hazem Hussein Abbas Ali, Gideon Bohak,
Ursula Hammed, Juan Campo, Jean-Charles Coulon, Venetia Porter, Marcela Garcia Probert, Anne
Regourd, Yasmine al-Saleh, Karl Schaefer and Petra M. Sijpesteijn.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Routledge Handbook on the
Sciences in Islamicate Societies Sonja Brentjes, 2023-01-24 The Routledge Handbook on the
Sciences in Islamicate Societies provides a comprehensive survey on science in the Islamic world
from the 8th to the 19th century. Across six sections, a group of subject experts discuss and analyze
scientific practices across a wide range of Islamicate societies. The authors take into consideration
several contexts in which science was practiced, ranging from intellectual traditions and persuasions
to institutions, such as courts, schools, hospitals, and observatories, to the materiality of scientific
practices, including the arts and craftsmanship. Chapters also devote attention to scientific practices
of minority communities in Muslim majority societies, and Muslim minority groups in societies
outside the Islamicate world, thereby allowing readers to better understand the opportunities and
constraints of scientific practices under varying local conditions. Through replacing Islam with
Islamicate societies, the book opens up ways to explain similarities and differences between diverse
societies ruled by Muslim dynasties. This handbook will be an invaluable resource for both
established academics and students looking for an introduction to the field. It will appeal to those
involved in the study of the history of science, the history of ideas, intellectual history, social or
cultural history, Islamic studies, Middle East and African studies including history, and studies of
Muslim communities in Europe and South and East Asia.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Occult Knowledge, Science, and
Gender on the Shakespearean Stage Mary Floyd-Wilson, 2013-07-11 Belief in spirits, demons and
the occult was commonplace in the early modern period, as was the view that these forces could be
used to manipulate nature and produce new knowledge. In this groundbreaking study, Mary
Floyd-Wilson explores these beliefs in relation to women and scientific knowledge, arguing that the
early modern English understood their emotions and behavior to be influenced by hidden sympathies
and antipathies in the natural world. Focusing on Twelfth Night, Arden of Faversham, A Warning for
Fair Women, All's Well That Ends Well, The Changeling and The Duchess of Malfi, she demonstrates
how these plays stage questions about whether women have privileged access to nature's secrets
and whether their bodies possess hidden occult qualities. Discussing the relationship between
scientific discourse and the occult, she goes on to argue that as experiential evidence gained



scientific ground, women's presumed intimacy with nature's secrets was either diminished or
demonized.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Magical Capitalism Brian Moeran,
Timothy de Waal Malefyt, 2018-07-16 This volume of essays examines the ways in which magical
practices are found in different aspects of contemporary capitalist societies. From contract law to
science, by way of finance, business, marketing, advertising, cultural production, and the political
economy in general, each chapter argues that the kind of magic studied by anthropologists in less
developed societies - shamanism, sorcery, enchantment, the occult - is not only alive and well, but
flourishing in the midst of so-called ‘modernity’. Modern day magicians range from fashion designers
and architects to Donald Trump and George Soros. Magical rites take place in the form of political
summits, the transformation of products into brands through advertising campaigns, and the
biannual fashion collections shown in New York, London, Milan and Paris. Magical language, in the
form of magical spells, is used by everyone, from media to marketers and all others devoted to the
art of ‘spin’. While magic may appear to be opposed to systems of rational economic thought,
Moeran and Malefyt highlight the ways it may in fact be an accomplice to it.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Mother Wit from Laughing
Barrel Alan Dundes, 1973

university of south carolina magic and occult science: The Spenser Encyclopedia Albert
Charles Hamilton, 1997-01-01 A reference book for scholarship on Edmund Spenser offering a
detailed, literary guide to his life, works and influence. Over 700 entries by 422 contributors, an
index and extensive bibliography.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Magic and Modernity Birgit Meyer,
Peter Pels, 2003 This is the first book to explore comparatively how magic—usually portrayed as the
antithesis of the modern—is also at home in modernity.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Disknowledge Katherine Eggert,
2015-10-02 Disknowledge: knowing something isn't true, but believing it anyway. In Disknowledge:
Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England, Katherine Eggert explores
the crumbling state of learning in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Even as the shortcomings
of Renaissance humanism became plain to see, many intellectuals of the age had little choice but to
treat their familiar knowledge systems as though they still held. Humanism thus came to share the
status of alchemy: a way of thinking simultaneously productive and suspect, reasonable and
wrongheaded. Eggert argues that English writers used alchemy to signal how to avoid or
camouflage pressing but discomfiting topics in an age of rapid intellectual change. Disknowledge
describes how John Donne, George Herbert, Henry Vaughan, John Dee, Christopher Marlowe,
William Harvey, Helkiah Crooke, Edmund Spenser, and William Shakespeare used alchemical
imagery, rhetoric, and habits of thought to shunt aside three difficult questions: how theories of
matter shared their physics with Roman Catholic transubstantiation; how Christian Hermeticism
depended on Jewish Kabbalah; and how new anatomical learning acknowledged women's role in
human reproduction. Disknowledge further shows how Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, and Margaret
Cavendish used the language of alchemy to castigate humanism for its blind spots and to invent a
new, posthumanist mode of knowledge: writing fiction. Covering a wide range of authors and topics,
Disknowledge is the first book to analyze how English Renaissance literature employed alchemy to
probe the nature and limits of learning. The concept of disknowledge—willfully adhering to
something we know is wrong—resonates across literary and cultural studies as an urgent issue of
our own era.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: The Ashgate Research
Companion to Nineteenth-Century Spiritualism and the Occult Tatiana Kontou, 2016-03-23
Critical attention to the Victorian supernatural has flourished over the last twenty-five years.
Whether it is spiritualism or Theosophy, mesmerism or the occult, the dozens of book-length studies
and hundreds of articles that have appeared recently reflect the avid scholarly discussion of
Victorian mystical practices. Designed both for those new to the field and for experts, this volume is



organized into sections covering the relationship between Victorian spiritualism and science, the
occult and politics, and the culture of mystical practices. The Ashgate Research Companion to
Nineteenth-Century Spiritualism and the Occult brings together some of the most prominent
scholars working in the field to introduce current approaches to the study of nineteenth-century
mysticism and to define new areas for research.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Invoking the Invisible in the Sahara
Erin Pettigrew, 2023-01-26 In this innovative new history, Erin Pettigrew utilizes invisible forces and
entities - esoteric knowledge and spirits - to show how these forms of knowledge and unseen forces
have shaped social structures, religious norms, and political power in the Saharan West. Situating
this ethnographic history in what became la Mauritanie under French colonial rule and, later the
Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Pettigrew traces the changing roles of Muslim spiritual mediators
and their Islamic esoteric sciences - known locally as 1'hjab - over the long-term history of the region.
By exploring the impact of the immaterial in the material world and demonstrating the importance of
Islamic esoteric sciences in Saharan societies, she illuminates peoples' enduring reliance upon these
sciences in their daily lives and argues for a new approach to historical research that takes the
immaterial seriously.

university of south carolina magic and occult science: Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece
Nigel Wilson, 2013-10-31 Examining every aspect of the culture from antiquity to the founding of
Constantinople in the early Byzantine era, this thoroughly cross-referenced and fully indexed work is
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