lakota woman by mary crow dog

**Lakota Woman by Mary Crow Dog: A Powerful Memoir of Identity and
Resistance**

lakota woman by mary crow dog is more than just a memoir; it is a vivid,
compelling journey into the heart of Native American life, struggle, and
resilience. Mary Crow Dog’s autobiographical narrative offers readers an
intimate look at her experiences growing up as a Lakota woman on the Rosebud
Indian Reservation, her involvement with the American Indian Movement (AIM),
and her personal evolution amid political upheaval and cultural awakening.
This book remains a significant work not only for those interested in
Indigenous history but for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of
identity, colonialism, and activism.

Understanding the Context of Lakota Woman by
Mary Crow Dog

Before diving into the memoir itself, it’s important to understand the
broader historical and cultural backdrop against which Mary Crow Dog’s story
unfolds. The Lakota people are part of the Sioux Nation, with a rich heritage
that has been deeply affected by centuries of colonization, forced
relocation, and systemic oppression. The memoir captures this reality through
the lens of Mary’s personal experiences, making abstract historical events
tangible and deeply human.

Who is Mary Crow Dog?

Mary Crow Dog, born Mary Brave Bird, was a Lakota woman who lived through a
transformative era in Native American history. Her narrative includes her
childhood on the reservation, her struggles with poverty and abuse, and her
eventual rise as a fierce advocate for Indigenous rights. Mary’s story is
deeply intertwined with the American Indian Movement, which sought justice
and sovereignty for Native peoples throughout the 1970s and beyond.

The Significance of the Rosebud Indian Reservation

The Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota is more than a setting; it is
a character in the narrative itself. The reservation’s unique challenges—such
as poverty, cultural loss, and political marginalization—are portrayed with
raw honesty. Through Mary'’'s eyes, readers witness how these conditions affect
everyday life and fuel the urgency for activism.

Key Themes Explored in Lakota Woman by Mary
Crow Dog

Mary Crow Dog’s memoir delves into several powerful themes that resonate



deeply with readers and scholars alike. These themes not only reflect her
personal journey but also illuminate broader Indigenous experiences.

Identity and Cultural Reclamation

One of the most compelling aspects of the book is Mary’s journey toward
reclaiming her Lakota identity. Despite the systemic efforts to erase Native
cultures through boarding schools and assimilation policies, Mary’s narrative
is a testament to the persistence of Indigenous traditions. The memoir
highlights ceremonies, language, and spiritual practices that serve as
anchors for identity and healing.

Resistance and Activism

Lakota Woman is a firsthand account of activism during a critical period for
Native rights. Mary Crow Dog’s involvement with AIM provides insights into
the movement’s goals, challenges, and internal dynamics. The book vividly
describes key events like the Wounded Knee Occupation of 1973, where
Indigenous activists stood up against governmental oppression. Through Mary’s
perspective, readers gain a nuanced understanding of what it meant to resist
and fight for justice.

Personal Struggles and Resilience

Mary’'s story is not just about political activism; it is also an intimate
portrayal of overcoming personal trauma. The memoir candidly discusses issues
such as domestic violence, addiction, and the search for self-worth. Her
resilience in the face of these hardships adds depth and emotional power to
the narrative, helping readers connect on a human level.

Why Lakota Woman by Mary Crow Dog Remains
Relevant Today

Decades after its publication, Lakota Woman continues to be a vital resource
for understanding Native American history and contemporary issues. Its
relevance stems from both its historical insights and its ongoing resonance
with themes of social justice and cultural survival.

Educational Importance

Many educators incorporate Lakota Woman into curricula focused on Indigenous
studies, American history, and social justice. The memoir’s wvivid
storytelling makes complex historical issues accessible and engaging for
students, fostering empathy and critical thinking.



Inspiration for Activism and Healing

Mary Crow Dog’s Jjourney inspires readers who are grappling with their own
identities or seeking ways to engage in activism. Her story illustrates how
personal healing and community advocacy can intertwine, offering a model for
holistic empowerment.

Highlighting Women’'s Voices in Indigenous Narratives

Lakota Woman stands out for centering the experiences of a Native woman, a
perspective often marginalized in mainstream historical accounts. By sharing
her story, Mary Crow Dog amplifies the voices of Indigenous women and
challenges stereotypes.

Tips for Readers Approaching Lakota Woman by
Mary Crow Dog

If you're planning to read this important memoir, here are some suggestions
to enrich your experience:

e Familiarize Yourself with Lakota History: Having a basic understanding
of the Sioux Nation and reservation history can deepen your appreciation
of the book’s context.

e Reflect on the Role of Activism: Consider how Mary’s story aligns with
broader movements for civil rights and social justice, both past and
present.

e Engage with Supplementary Materials: Explore documentaries, interviews,
and other writings by or about Mary Crow Dog and the American Indian
Movement for a fuller picture.

e Approach with Empathy: The memoir deals with intense personal and
political issues; reading with an open heart can make the experience
more meaningful.

The Legacy of Lakota Woman by Mary Crow Dog in
Literature and Beyond

Lakota Woman has left an indelible mark on Native American literature and
activism. Its candid portrayal of life on the reservation and the struggle
for Indigenous rights broke barriers and opened doors for future authors to
tell their stories unapologetically.



Influence on Indigenous Memoirs

Mary Crow Dog’s narrative helped pave the way for a wave of Indigenous
memoirs that explore themes of identity, trauma, and resistance. Authors like
Louise Erdrich, Sherman Alexie, and Joy Harjo have contributed to this rich
literary tradition, inspired in part by trailblazers like Mary.

Impact on Popular Culture

The memoir also influenced the broader cultural conversation about Native
American issues. It has been referenced in documentaries, academic works, and
even theatrical productions, helping to keep Indigenous stories and struggles
in the public eye.

Continuing Conversations on Sovereignty and Rights

As debates about Native sovereignty, land rights, and cultural preservation
continue, Lakota Woman remains a touchstone for activists and policymakers
alike, reminding all of the personal and political stakes involved.

Mary Crow Dog’s *Lakota Woman* is a powerful testament to survival, identity,
and activism. It invites readers not just to witness history but to engage
with it, offering invaluable lessons about the strength found in cultural
roots and the enduring fight for justice. Through her story, we gain a deeper
understanding of the Lakota people’s resilience and the ongoing journey
toward healing and empowerment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Lakota Woman' by Mary Crow Dog about?

'Lakota Woman' is an autobiographical account by Mary Crow Dog that details
her experiences growing up as a Native American on the Pine Ridge
Reservation, her involvement in the American Indian Movement, and the
struggles faced by Indigenous people in the United States.

Who is Mary Crow Dog, the author of 'Lakota Woman'?

Mary Crow Dog, also known as Mary Brave Bird, was a Native American activist,
writer, and member of the Sicangu Lakota tribe. She was involved in the
American Indian Movement and wrote 'Lakota Woman' to share her personal story
and the broader Native American struggle.

Why is 'Lakota Woman' considered an important work in
Native American literature?

'Lakota Woman' is significant because it provides an authentic, first-person
perspective on the challenges faced by Native Americans, including racism,



poverty, and political activism. It sheds light on Indigenous history and
culture from a woman's viewpoint, contributing to a deeper understanding of
Native American issues.

What themes are explored in 'Lakota Woman'?

The book explores themes such as identity, resilience, cultural heritage,
activism, oppression, and the fight for Native American rights. It also
addresses the trauma of boarding schools, the struggle against systemic
injustice, and the strength found in community and tradition.

Has 'Lakota Woman' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'Lakota Woman' was adapted into a television film in 1994, starring
Irene Bedard as Mary Crow Dog. The adaptation helped bring wider attention to
the story and the issues faced by Native Americans.

Additional Resources

**Lakota Woman by Mary Crow Dog: A Critical Exploration of Identity,
Resistance, and History**

lakota woman by mary crow dog stands as a seminal autobiographical work that
offers an unfiltered glimpse into the life of a Native American woman
navigating the complexities of cultural identity, political activism, and
personal trauma. Published in 1990, this memoir captures the struggles and
resilience of Mary Crow Dog (later Mary Brave Bird), a member of the Lakota
Sioux tribe, during a turbulent era marked by Native American activism and
social upheaval. The narrative not only recounts her personal Jjourney but
also highlights broader themes relevant to indigenous rights, feminism, and
historical memory, positioning the book as an essential text for
understanding contemporary Native American experiences.

Contextual Background and Historical
Significance

Laying the foundation for a deeper understanding of the memoir, it is
important to acknowledge the historical and socio-political context in which
Mary Crow Dog’s story unfolds. The 1960s and 1970s were periods of intense
activism for Native American communities in the United States. The American
Indian Movement (AIM), with which Crow Dog was closely associated, sought to
challenge systemic injustices including poverty, racial discrimination, and
violations of treaty rights. The book provides rare insight into the internal
dynamics of AIM as well as the broader indigenous struggle for sovereignty
and cultural preservation.

Mary Crow Dog’s narrative is situated against the backdrop of events such as
the 1973 Wounded Knee Occupation, a pivotal moment in Native American
activism. Her firsthand account lends authenticity and nuance to historical
events often recounted only in governmental or mainstream media perspectives.
By centering the voice of a Lakota woman, the memoir disrupts dominant
narratives that frequently marginalize indigenous women’s experiences.



Personal Identity and Cultural Reclamation

One of the core themes of *lakota woman by mary crow dog* is the exploration
of personal identity intertwined with cultural reclamation. Crow Dog details
her upbringing on the Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota, describing
the challenges of growing up in a community grappling with poverty and the
lingering effects of colonization. The memoir does not shy away from exposing
the painful realities faced by many Native American families, including
substance abuse and domestic violence.

Yet, it also portrays a powerful journey toward reclaiming Lakota traditions
and spirituality. Crow Dog’s narrative emphasizes the importance of ceremony,
language, and communal ties in forging a resilient identity amid external
pressures to assimilate. Her transformation from a troubled youth into a
committed activist and cultural advocate underscores the memoir’s broader
message about the strength inherent in indigenous heritage.

Feminism and the Role of Indigenous Women

A distinguishing feature of *lakota woman by mary crow dog* is its candid
examination of gender dynamics within Native communities and activist
circles. Crow Dog critiques patriarchal structures both within and outside
her tribe, providing valuable insights into the intersection of gender and
ethnicity. The memoir foregrounds the often-overlooked contributions and
struggles of Native women, who have historically faced compounded
marginalization.

The author’s experiences with domestic abuse and her subsequent empowerment
resonate with feminist discourses, particularly those that emphasize
intersectionality. The narrative challenges simplistic portrayals of Native
women by highlighting their agency, resilience, and leadership. This
perspective enriches contemporary conversations about feminism by
incorporating indigenous voices and issues.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Mary Crow Dog employs a straightforward, unembellished prose style that
enhances the memoir’s immediacy and emotional impact. The writing is raw and
direct, eschewing literary flourishes in favor of honesty and clarity. This
stylistic choice serves to immerse readers in the visceral realities of Crow
Dog’s life without romanticizing or sensationalizing trauma.

The memoir is structured chronologically, guiding readers through pivotal
moments in Crow Dog’s personal development and political engagement.
Interwoven with personal anecdotes are reflections on cultural practices,
political events, and historical injustices. This blend of personal and
political narratives creates a compelling tapestry that situates individual
experience within larger social frameworks.

Comparative Perspectives and Reception

When compared to other Native American autobiographies such as Leslie Marmon



Silko’s *Ceremony* or Sherman Alexie’s *The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight
in Heaven*, *lakota woman by mary crow dog* stands out for its unapologetic
focus on activism and the lived experience of a woman deeply embedded in the
indigenous rights movement. While many indigenous literary works explore
cultural identity and spirituality, Crow Dog’s memoir uniquely combines these
themes with a vivid account of political struggle.

Critical reception of the book has highlighted its importance as both a
historical document and a piece of feminist literature. Scholars and readers
alike praise its authenticity and the courage with which it confronts
difficult subjects. However, some critiques note that the memoir’s stark
style may challenge readers unfamiliar with Native American histories or
activist movements, requiring contextual knowledge to fully appreciate its
depth.

Relevance in Contemporary Indigenous Discourse

More than three decades after its publication, *lakota woman by mary crow
dog* remains highly relevant in discussions surrounding indigenous
sovereignty, cultural survival, and gender justice. The book continues to be
used in academic settings, indigenous studies programs, and activist
workshops, underscoring its enduring impact.

The memoir’s themes resonate with ongoing struggles faced by Native
communities, such as the fight against environmental degradation on tribal
lands, the pursuit of legal recognition and rights, and efforts to combat
gender-based violence. In this way, Crow Dog’s story serves as both a
historical record and a call to action, inspiring new generations to engage
with indigenous issues critically and compassionately.

Key Themes and Takeaways

e Resistance and Resilience: The memoir illustrates how personal and
collective resistance can foster healing and empowerment.

e Cultural Identity: Emphasizes the significance of reclaiming language,
spirituality, and traditions in sustaining indigenous identity.

e Gender and Intersectionality: Highlights the complex layers of
marginalization faced by Native women and their role in activism.

e Historical Perspective: Provides an insider’s view of pivotal events in
Native American history, challenging dominant narratives.

In sum, *lakota woman by mary crow dog* offers a profound and multifaceted
account of one woman’s journey through adversity, activism, and cultural
affirmation. Its continued relevance and powerful storytelling make it a
vital resource for anyone seeking to understand the intricate realities of
Native American life and resistance.
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lakota woman by mary crow dog: Lakota Woman Mary Crow Dog, Richard Erdoes,
2014-11-18 The bestselling memoir of a Native American woman's struggles and the life she found in
activism: “courageous, impassioned, poetic and inspirational” (Publishers Weekly). Mary Brave Bird
grew up on the Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota in a one-room cabin without running
water or electricity. With her white father gone, she was left to endure “half-breed” status amid the
violence, machismo, and aimless drinking of life on the reservation. Rebelling against all this—as
well as a punishing Catholic missionary school—she became a teenage runaway. Mary was eighteen
and pregnant when the rebellion at Wounded Knee happened in 1973. Inspired to take action, she
joined the American Indian Movement to fight for the rights of her people. Later, she married
Leonard Crow Dog, the AIM’s chief medicine man, who revived the sacred but outlawed Ghost
Dance. Originally published in 1990, Lakota Woman was a national bestseller and winner of the
American Book Award. It is a story of determination against all odds, of the cruelties perpetuated
against American Indians, and of the Native American struggle for rights. Working with Richard
Erdoes, one of the twentieth century’s leading writers on Native American affairs, Brave Bird
recounts her difficult upbringing and the path of her fascinating life.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Summary of Mary Crow Dog & Richard Erdoes' Lakota
Woman Everest Media,, 2022-07-17T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 It is not the big, dramatic things that get us down, but just
being Indian, trying to hang on to our way of life while being surrounded by a more powerful
culture. #2 I am a Sioux from the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota. I belong to the Burned
Thigh, the Brule Tribe, the Sicangu in our language. The Brules were part of the Seven Sacred
Campfires, the seven tribes of the Western Sioux known collectively as Lakota. #3 The first
Wounded Knee, the massacre, happened in 1891. In 1876, Spotted Tail, the all-powerful chief, had
his Indian police keep most of the young men on the reservation. Some of the young bucks managed
to sneak out trying to get to Montana, but nothing much is known. #4 I am a small woman, not much
over five feet tall, but I can hold my own in a fight. I have white blood in me, and I have always
wished to be able to purge it out of me.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: The Black Elk Reader Clyde Holler, 2000-06-01 This book
includes both new essays and revised versions of classic works by recognized authorities on Black
Elk. Clyde Roller's introduction explores his life and texts and illustrates his relevance to today's
scholarly discussions. Dale Stover considers Black Elk from a postcolonial perspective, and R. Todd
Wise investigates similarities between Black Elk Speaks and the Testimonio (as exemplified by I,
Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala). Anthropologist Raymond A. Bucko provides an
annotated bibliography and a sensitive guide to the issues surrounding cultural appropriation, a
subject also explored through Frances Kaye's engaging reading of Hawthorne's The Marble Fawn.
Classic essays by Julian Rice and George W. Linden are included in the collection as well as Hilda
Niehardt's reflections on the 1931 and 1944 interviews with Black Elk. With its unusually broad
range of academic disciplines and perspectives, this book shows that Black Elk stands at the
intersection of today's scholarly discussions. In addition to scholars of religion, anthropology,
multicultural literature, and Native American studies, The Black Elk Reader will appeal to a general
audience.
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Brodd, 2009 Primary Source Readings in World Religions provides your students with the
opportunity to read foundational texts from the major world religions. Through understanding other
religions we can create an atmosphere of genuine respect and honest discussion. In doing this we
can respond to the invitation Pope Benedict XVI extended to all of us when he said, I encourage all
religious groups in America to persevere in their collaboration and thus enrich public life with the
spiritual values that motivate your action in the world (from Benedict XVI; Meeting with
Representatives of Other Religions.) In Primary Source Readings in World Religions you will find
portions of the foundational texts and teachings of a wide variety of world religions, including Islam,
Shinto, Confucianism, Sikhism, Judaism, Hinduism, Taoism, Christianity, and Buddhism.>

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Native American Women Gretchen M. Bataille, Laurie
Lisa, 2003-12-16 This A-Z reference contains 275 biographical entries on Native American women,
past and present, from many different walks of life. Written by more than 70 contributors, most of
whom are leading American Indian historians, the entries examine the complex and diverse roles of
Native American women in contemporary and traditional cultures. This new edition contains 32 new
entries and updated end-of-article bibliographies. Appendices list entries by area of woman's
specialization, state of birth, and tribe; also includes photos and a comprehensive index.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: A to Z of American Indian Women Liz Sonneborn,
2014-05-14 Presents a biographical dictionary profiling important Native American women,
including birth and death dates, major accomplishments, and historical influence.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Lakota Woman Mary Brave Bird, Richard Erdoes, 1991

lakota woman by mary crow dog: On Being Insane in Sane Places Ran Cartwright, 2018-11 A
collection of term papers and essays I wrote over my college career. Most are
anthropology/archaeology and history with a spattering of other subjects.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Pornography, Sex Work, and Hate Speech Karen
Maschke, 2024-11-01 Multidisciplinary focus Surveying many disciplines, this anthology brings
together an outstanding selection of scholarly articles that examine the profound impact of law on
the lives of women in the United States. The themes addressed include the historical, political, and
social contexts of legal issues that have affected women's struggles to obtain equal treatment under
the law. The articles are drawn from journals in law, political science, history, women's studies,
philosophy, and education and represent some of the most interesting writing on the subject. The
law in theory andpractice Many of the articles bring race, social, and economic factors into their
analyses, observing, for example, that black women, poor women, and single mothers are treated by
the wielders of the power of the law differently than middle class white women. Other topics covered
include the evolution of women's legal status, reproduction rights, sexuality and family issues, equal
employment and educational opportunities, domestic violence, pornography and sexual exploitation,
hate speech, and feminist legal thought. A valuable research and classroom aid, this series provides
in-depth coverage of specific legal issues and takes into account the major legal changes and
policies that have had an impact on the lives of American women.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Encyclopedia of Life Writing Margaretta Jolly,
2013-12-04 First published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Folklore Forum , 1991

lakota woman by mary crow dog: American Women Activists and Autobiography Heather
Ostman, 2021-11-04 American Women Activists and Autobiography examines the feminist rhetorics
that emerge in six very different activists’ autobiographies, as they simultaneously tell the stories of
unconventional women'’s lives and manifest the authors’ arguments for social and political change,
as well as provide blueprints for creating tectonic shifts in American society. Exploring
self-narratives by six diverse women at the forefront of radical social change since 1900—Jane
Addams, Emma Goldman, Dorothy Day, Angela Davis, Mary Crow Dog, and Betty Friedan—the
author offers a breadth of perspectives to current dialogues on motherhood, essentialism, race,
class, and feminism, and highlights the shifts in situated feminist rhetorics through the course of the



last one hundred years. This book is a timely instructional resource for all scholars and graduate
students in rhetorical studies, composition, American literature, women's studies, feminist rhetorics,
and social justice.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Lakhota Rani-Henrik Andersson, David C. Posthumus,
2022-11-17 The Lakhéta are among the best-known Native American peoples. In popular culture and
even many scholarly works, they were once lumped together with others and called the Sioux. This
book tells the full story of Laklidta culture and society, from their origins to the twenty-first century,
drawing on Lakhodta voices and perspectives. In LakRdta culture, “listening” is a cardinal virtue,
connoting respect, and here authors Rani-Henrik Andersson and David C. Posthumus listen to the
Laklidta, both past and present. The history of Laklidta culture unfolds in this narrative as the people
lived it. Fittingly, Lakhota: An Indigenous History opens with an origin story, that of White Buffalo
Calf Woman (Ptesanwin) and her gift of the sacred pipe to the Lakhdta people. Drawing on winter
counts, oral traditions and histories, and Lakhodta letters and speeches, the narrative proceeds
through such periods and events as early Lakhiéta-European trading, the creation of the Great Sioux
Reservation, Christian missionization, the Plains Indian Wars, the Ghost Dance and Wounded Knee
(1890), the Indian New Deal, and self-determination, as well as recent challenges like the #NoDAPL
movement and management of Covid-19 on reservations. This book centers Lakldta experience, as
when it shifts the focus of the Battle of Little Bighorn from Custer to fifteen-year-old Black Elk, or
puts American Horse at the heart of the negotiations with the Crook Commission, or explains the
Lakhota agenda in negotiating the Fort Laramie Treaty in 1851. The picture that emerges—of
continuity and change in Laklidta culture from its distant beginnings to issues in our day—is as
sweeping and intimate, and as deeply complex, as the lived history it encompasses.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: The Hidden 1970s Dan Berger, 2010 The 1970s were a
complex, multilayered, and critical part of an era of profound societal change and an essential
component of the decade before-several of the most iconic events of the sixties occurred in the ten
years that followed. The Hidden 1970s explores the distinctiveness of those years, when radicals
tried to change the world as the world changed around them. Essays trace the struggles from the
1960s through the 1970s, providing insight into the ways that radical social movements shaped
American political culture in the 1970s and the many ways they continue to do so today.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: The Plains Sioux and U.S. Colonialism from Lewis and Clark
to Wounded Knee Jeffrey Ostler, 2004-07-05 This volume, first published in 2004, presents an
overview of the history of the Plains Sioux as they became increasingly subject to the power of the
United States in the 1800s. Many aspects of this story - the Oregon Trail, military clashes, the deaths
of Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull, and the Ghost Dance - are well-known. Besides providing fresh
insights into familiar events, the book offers an in-depth look at many lesser-known facets of Sioux
history and culture. Drawing on theories of colonialism, the book shows how the Sioux creatively
responded to the challenges of US expansion and domination, while at the same time revealing how
US power increasingly limited the autonomy of Sioux communities as the century came to a close.
The concluding chapters of the book offer a compelling reinterpretation of the events that led to the
Wounded Knee massacre of December 29, 1890.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Listening for Change M. B. Lang, 2024-05-31 Listening for
Change challenges those who wish to lead in healing and reconciliation with Native American
communities, showing the need to be quiet and listen. Even before the civil rights era and the
accompanying American Indian Movement, indigenous Americans have insisted that White America
is not listening. Scholars since Vine Deloria Jr. have called out academics for their blindness and
deafness to the insights of Indians. M. B. Lang brings an account of her determination to listen to
what young Native Americans have been telling the larger culture in which they find themselves.
The digital age provided a platform from which a new generation could make itself heard, and Lang
has aimed to listen respectfully. Listening for Change: Letting Native American Voices Unsettle Our
Avoidance reports and recommends, calling for a spiritual hearing that alone may bring change in
those who need it most: the listeners.



lakota woman by mary crow dog: Rationales for Teaching Young Adult Literature
Louann Reid, 1999 Twenty-five educators recommend proven novels, nonfiction works, and short
story collections that adolescents enjoy.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: Indigenous American Women Devon Abbott Mihesuah,
2003-01-01 Oklahoma Choctaw scholar Devon Abbott Mihesuah offers a frank and absorbing look at
the complex, evolving identities of American Indigenous women today, their ongoing struggles
against a centuries-old legacy of colonial disempowerment, and how they are seen and portrayed by
themselves and others. g Mihesuah first examines how American Indigenous women have been
perceived and depicted by non-Natives, including scholars, and by themselves. She then illuminates
the pervasive impact of colonialism and patriarchal thought on Native women?s traditional tribal
roles and on their participation in academia. Mihesuah considers how relations between Indigenous
women and men across North America continue to be altered by Christianity and Euro-American
ideologies. Sexism and violence against Indigenous women has escalated; economic disparities and
intratribal factionalism and ?culturalism? threaten connections among women and with men; and
many women suffer from psychological stress because their economic, religious, political, and social
positions are devalued. g In the last section, Mihesuah explores how modern American Indigenous
women have empowered themselves tribally, nationally, or academically. Additionally, she examines
the overlooked role that Native women played in the Red Power movement as well as some key
differences between Native women feminists and activists.

lakota woman by mary crow dog: The Human Tradition in America Charles William Calhoun,
2003 Calhoun (history, East Carolina U., Greenville) offers a reader of 19 biographical essays from a
series surveying modern US history from the perspective of a diversity of citizens: e.g. a former
slave, interned Japanese immigrants, and champions of various causes. Annotation (c) Book News,
Inc., Por

lakota woman by mary crow dog: The Making of Sacagawea Donna ]. Kessler, Donna
Barbie Kessler, 1998-04-13 Kessler supplies both the biography of a legend and an explanation of
why that legend has endured. Sacagawea is one of the most renowned figures of the American West.
A member of the Shoshone tribe, she was captured by the Hidatsas as a child and eventually became
one of the wives of a French fur trader, Toussaint Charbonneau. In 1805 Charbonneau joined Lewis
and Clark as the expedition's interpreter. Sacagawea was the only woman to participate in this
important mission, and some claim that she served as a guide when the expedition reached the
upper Missouri River and the mountainous region. Although much has been written about the
historical importance of Sacagawea in connection with the expedition, no one has explored why her
story has endured so successfully in Euro-American culture. In an examination of representative
texts (including histories, works of fiction, plays, films, and the visual arts) from 1805 to the present,
Kessler charts the evolution and transformation of the legend over two centuries and demonstrates
that Sacagawea has persisted as a Euro-American legend because her story exemplified critical
elements of America's foundation myths-especially the concept of manifest destiny. Kessler also
shows how the Sacagawea legend was flexible within its mythic framework and was used to address
cultural issues specific to different time periods, including suffrage for women, taboos against
miscegenation, and modern feminism.
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