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The Fascinating Journey: What Is the History of the Bahamas?

What is the history of the Bahamas is a question that opens the door to a rich tapestry of stories,

cultures, and transformations spanning thousands of years. Nestled in the crystal-clear waters of the

Atlantic Ocean, the Bahamas is more than just a tropical paradise known for its beaches and resorts. It

is a place where indigenous peoples, European explorers, pirates, and modern nations have all left

their mark. Let’s dive into the captivating history of the Bahamas to understand how this island nation

came to be what it is today.

Early Beginnings: The Indigenous Lucayan People

Long before Christopher Columbus set foot in the New World, the Bahamas was inhabited by the

Lucayan people, a branch of the Taíno ethnic group. These indigenous inhabitants arrived around 500

AD, migrating from the Greater Antilles. The Lucayans were skilled fishermen, farmers, and navigators

who thrived on the islands’ abundant natural resources.

Unfortunately, the arrival of Europeans in the late 15th century marked a tragic turning point for the

Lucayans. Within decades, their population was decimated by disease, enslavement, and

displacement. Today, no pure Lucayan descendants remain, but their legacy lives on through

archaeological sites and cultural traces.

Columbus and European Discovery



The Historic First Landing

The story of the Bahamas as a point of contact between the Old and New Worlds begins on October

12, 1492, when Christopher Columbus made his first landfall in the Americas on an island he named

San Salvador (though its exact modern-day identity remains debated). This event is monumental,

marking the beginning of European exploration and colonization in the Western Hemisphere.

Columbus and his crew were fascinated by the islands’ natural wealth and friendly indigenous people.

However, their presence also signaled the start of centuries of colonization, exploitation, and cultural

upheaval for the Bahamas.

Colonial Struggles and Pirate Havens

British Colonization and Spanish Rivalry

After the initial Spanish claims to the islands, the Bahamas remained relatively untouched for much of

the 16th and early 17th centuries. The Spanish showed little interest in settling the islands, focusing

instead on richer territories like Cuba and Hispaniola. This left the Bahamas vulnerable to other

European powers.

By the mid-1600s, English settlers began establishing permanent colonies, especially on islands like

New Providence. The Bahamas officially became a British colony in 1718, which would influence its

language, government, and culture significantly.

The Golden Age of Piracy

Perhaps one of the most thrilling chapters in the Bahamas’ history is its role as a pirate sanctuary



during the late 17th and early 18th centuries. The archipelago’s many islands and hidden coves made

it an ideal base for pirates, privateers, and buccaneers who preyed on Spanish treasure fleets and

other shipping routes.

Famous pirates like Blackbeard (Edward Teach) and Calico Jack (John Rackham) operated from the

Bahamas, particularly around Nassau. The pirate era contributed to the colorful folklore and

adventurous spirit associated with the islands even today.

From Slavery to Emancipation

The Role of Slavery in the Bahamian Economy

Like many Caribbean colonies, the Bahamas’ economy in the 18th and 19th centuries was deeply tied

to plantation agriculture and the transatlantic slave trade. Enslaved Africans were brought to the

islands to work on cotton, pineapple, and other crops, forming the backbone of the labor force.

This period left a lasting impact on the Bahamas’ demographic and cultural makeup, with African

traditions blending with European influences to create the vibrant Bahamian culture known today.

Emancipation and Social Change

Slavery was abolished in the British Empire in 1834, and the Bahamas underwent significant social

transformation. Freedmen began to establish their own communities, churches, and businesses,

gradually reshaping Bahamian society.

Despite the end of slavery, racial and economic inequalities persisted for many years, influencing

political developments and the push for greater autonomy.



The Path to Independence

Political Evolution in the 20th Century

The 20th century was marked by a growing desire among Bahamians for self-governance and political

representation. The introduction of universal suffrage in 1962 was a crucial milestone, empowering the

local population to elect their own leaders.

The Progressive Liberal Party (PLP), founded in 1953, played a key role in advocating for

independence and social reforms. Under the leadership of Lynden Pindling, the Bahamas moved

steadily toward nationhood.

Independence Achieved

On July 10, 1973, the Bahamas officially gained independence from the United Kingdom, becoming a

sovereign nation within the Commonwealth. This historic event marked the culmination of decades of

political struggle and national pride.

Since independence, the Bahamas has developed its economy, particularly through tourism and

financial services, while preserving its unique cultural heritage.

Cultural and Economic Highlights Influenced by History

The Bahamas’ complex history has shaped not only its political structure but also its vibrant culture

and thriving economy. Here are some ways history continues to influence the islands today:



Language and Religion: English remains the official language, and Christianity is predominant,

reflecting British colonial influence.

Music and Festivals: Junkanoo, a colorful street parade with African roots, celebrates Bahamian

identity and history.

Tourism: Visitors are drawn to historical sites such as Fort Charlotte and the Pirates of Nassau

Museum, connecting the past with present-day experiences.

Financial Hub: The Bahamas’ history as a trading post and colonial economy laid the

groundwork for its modern role in international banking and finance.

Exploring Historical Sites in the Bahamas

For those curious about what is the history of the Bahamas, visiting historical landmarks offers a

tangible connection to the past. Some must-see places include:

San Salvador Island: Believed by many to be Columbus’ first landfall, this island has1.

archaeological sites and museums.

Nassau’s Colonial Buildings: Structures like the Government House and Parliament Square2.

illustrate the colonial era.

Fort Fincastle and Fort Charlotte: These forts offer insight into the military history of the islands.3.

Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park: Beyond natural beauty, the park protects areas that were once4.

pirate hideouts.



Reflecting on the History of the Bahamas

Understanding what is the history of the Bahamas reveals a story of resilience, adaptation, and cultural

fusion. From the Lucayan natives to European explorers, from pirate legends to the fight for

independence, the Bahamas embodies a unique blend of influences that continue to shape its identity.

Whether you are a history enthusiast, a traveler, or simply curious, exploring the Bahamas’ past

enriches your appreciation for this island nation’s present and future. Its history is not just a record of

events but a living narrative that invites everyone to discover and celebrate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the earliest known history of the Bahamas?

The earliest known history of the Bahamas dates back to around 3000 BC when the indigenous

Lucayan Taínos inhabited the islands before the arrival of Europeans.

Who was the first European to discover the Bahamas?

Christopher Columbus was the first European to discover the Bahamas in 1492 during his first voyage

across the Atlantic Ocean.

How did the Bahamas get its name?

The name 'Bahamas' is believed to come from the Spanish phrase 'baja mar,' meaning 'shallow sea,'

referring to the shallow waters surrounding the islands.



What role did the Bahamas play during the colonial period?

During the colonial period, the Bahamas served as a strategic location for pirates and privateers and

later became a British colony in the 18th century, playing a key role in trade and naval operations.

When did the Bahamas gain independence?

The Bahamas gained full independence from the United Kingdom on July 10, 1973, becoming a

sovereign nation within the Commonwealth.

How has the history of the Bahamas influenced its culture today?

The Bahamas' history, including indigenous heritage, European colonization, African influences from

the transatlantic slave trade, and British rule, has shaped its rich cultural traditions, language, music,

and festivals.

Additional Resources

The History of The Bahamas: A Comprehensive Exploration

what is the history of the bahamas is a question that unravels a fascinating narrative of indigenous

cultures, European exploration, colonial struggles, and eventual independence. This archipelago,

consisting of over 700 islands and cays in the Atlantic Ocean, has a rich and complex past that

shapes its present social, political, and economic landscape. Understanding the history of The

Bahamas requires a detailed investigation into its pre-colonial times, the impact of European contact,

the era of colonialism, and its journey toward sovereignty.

Early Inhabitants and Pre-Colonial Era

Long before European explorers set foot on its shores, the islands of The Bahamas were inhabited by



indigenous peoples. The earliest known settlers were the Lucayans, a branch of the Taíno people, who

migrated from South America and the Greater Antilles around the 9th century AD. These native

inhabitants thrived on fishing, farming, and trading among themselves and with neighboring islands.

The Lucayans developed a distinctive culture characterized by their craftsmanship and social

organization, yet their population remained relatively small due to the limited agricultural potential of

the islands. The lack of large rivers and fertile soil shaped a society reliant on marine resources and

trade networks across the Caribbean.

European Discovery and Early Colonial Impact

Christopher Columbus and the "New World"

The recorded history of The Bahamas dramatically changed on October 12, 1492, when Christopher

Columbus made landfall on an island he named San Salvador, believed to be in the modern Bahamas.

This event marked the beginning of European awareness of the archipelago and integrated it into the

broader narrative of the "New World."

Columbus’s arrival had profound consequences for the indigenous Lucayan population. Within

decades, the native people were decimated by diseases brought by Europeans, forced labor, and

violence. By the mid-16th century, the Lucayans were virtually extinct, leading to a demographic and

cultural void.

Strategic Importance in the Colonial Era

Despite the initial lack of permanent European settlements, The Bahamas’ geographical location made

it a strategic asset for colonial powers. The islands became a haven for pirates and privateers during



the 17th and early 18th centuries, notably serving as a base for figures like Blackbeard and Calico

Jack. These pirates exploited the archipelago’s numerous inlets and secluded coves to disrupt Spanish

shipping lanes.

In 1648, English settlers from Bermuda established the first permanent colony on Eleuthera Island,

initiating a period of British control. The Bahamas officially became a British crown colony in 1718,

solidifying its role within the British Empire as a naval outpost and trading hub.

The Bahamas in the Age of Slavery and Plantation Economy

The Role of Slavery and Economic Development

During the 18th century, The Bahamas’ economy was modest compared to other Caribbean islands

primarily due to its poor soil and lack of large-scale plantations. However, the islands did participate in

the transatlantic slave trade. Enslaved Africans were brought to The Bahamas to work on small-scale

plantations, salt raking, and other labor-intensive industries.

Unlike sugar-dominant colonies such as Barbados and Jamaica, The Bahamas had a more diversified

economy, including agriculture, fishing, and maritime trade. This economic structure influenced the

social dynamics on the islands, where the enslaved population never reached the overwhelming

majority found elsewhere in the Caribbean.

Maritime Activities and Free Black Communities

Following the American Revolutionary War, The Bahamas became a refuge for Loyalists fleeing the

United States. These settlers expanded the plantation economy and brought enslaved Africans with

them. However, many enslaved people escaped or were freed, leading to the growth of free Black



communities in The Bahamas.

The islands’ maritime culture thrived during this period, with boat building, ship repair, and privateering

becoming significant economic sectors. This maritime heritage would later underpin The Bahamas’

development as a center for shipping and tourism.

20th Century: Towards Modern Nationhood

Political Changes and Social Movements

The 20th century heralded significant political and social transformations in The Bahamas. The

emergence of political parties in the 1950s, such as the Progressive Liberal Party (PLP), marked the

beginning of organized movements for greater self-governance and civil rights, especially among the

Afro-Bahamian majority.

The struggle for universal suffrage and equal representation culminated in the first majority-Black

government elected in 1967, a landmark event that set the stage for independence. Key leaders,

including Sir Lynden Pindling, played crucial roles in navigating the transition from colonial rule to self-

determination.

Economic Diversification and Tourism

Parallel to political developments, The Bahamas witnessed rapid economic changes. The mid-20th

century saw the rise of tourism as a dominant industry, capitalizing on the islands’ natural beauty,

climate, and proximity to the United States. This shift transformed the socio-economic fabric, creating

new employment opportunities and infrastructure development.



Financial services and offshore banking also became integral to the economy, positioning The

Bahamas as an international business center. However, these industries introduced challenges related

to economic inequality and environmental sustainability.

Independence and Contemporary Era

Achieving Sovereignty

The Bahamas achieved full independence from Britain on July 10, 1973, while remaining a member of

the Commonwealth of Nations. This milestone was the culmination of decades of political activism and

negotiation.

Independence allowed The Bahamas to assert its identity on the global stage and control its internal

affairs, although the country maintained strong political and economic ties with the United Kingdom

and the United States.

Modern Challenges and Opportunities

Today, The Bahamas faces a complex array of issues rooted partly in its historical development. The

legacy of colonialism, economic dependency on tourism and finance, and vulnerability to climate

change are ongoing concerns.

Efforts to diversify the economy, invest in education, and preserve cultural heritage continue as part of

national development strategies. The Bahamas also plays an active role in regional and international

organizations, advocating for environmental protection and sustainable growth.



Reflecting on the Historical Legacy

Understanding what is the history of the Bahamas reveals a narrative shaped by resilience and

adaptation. From the extinguished Lucayan civilization through centuries of colonial exploitation and

piracy, to a modern independent nation, The Bahamas embodies the complexities of Caribbean

history.

Its unique geographical position has influenced its strategic importance, social composition, and

economic trajectory. The interplay between indigenous heritage, European colonization, and African

diasporic culture has created a rich cultural mosaic that continues to evolve.

As The Bahamas navigates the 21st century, the lessons of its past remain vital for shaping policies

and identities that honor heritage while embracing progress. The historical context also enriches the

visitor experience, inviting deeper appreciation beyond the archipelago’s renowned beaches and

resorts.

What Is The History Of The Bahamas

Find other PDF articles:
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-010/files?ID=Dst21-7056&title=how-to-handle-a-broken-r
elationship.pdf

  what is the history of the bahamas: A History of the Bahamian People Michael Craton, Gail
Saunders, 1992 The present work concludes the important and monumental undertaking of
Islanders in the Stream: A History of the Bahamian People, creating the most thorough and
comprehensive history yet written of a Caribbean country and its people. In the first volume Michael
Craton and Gail Saunders traced the developments of a unique archipelagic nation from aboriginal
times to the period just before emancipation. This long-awaited second volume offers a description
and interpretation of the social developments of the Bahamas in the years from 1830 to the present.
Volume Two divides this period into three chronological sections, dealing first with adjustments to
emancipation by former masters and former slaves between 1834 and 1900, followed by a study of
the slow process of modernization between 1900 and 1973 that combines a systematic study of the
stimulus of social change, a candid examination of current problems, and a penetrating but
sympathetic analysis of what makes the Bahamas and Bahamians distinctive in the world. This work
is an eminent product of the New Social History, intended for Bahamians, others interested in the
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Bahamas, and scholars alike. It skillfully interweaves generalizations and regional comparisons with
particular examples, drawn from travelers' accounts, autobiographies, private letters, and the
imaginative reconstruction of official dispatches and newspaper reports. Lavishly illustrated with
contemporary photographs and original maps, it stands as a model for forthcoming histories of
similar small ex-colonial nations in the region.
  what is the history of the bahamas: The Bahamas in American History Keith Tinker,
2011-11-30 THIS BOOK EXPLORES the many complex historical connections between the UNited
States of America and the Commonwealth of The Bahamas. Beginning with an overview of shared
early Spanish colonization, the book is the first attempt to provide a comprehensive study of the
impact of the sequential development of the United States on events in the emerging Bahamas,
placing the heretofore marginalized history of the island nation firmly into the orbit of Atlantic
historiographical literature. Among other things, the books sheds light on the role played by the
islands in a series of significant events in the U.S. history. These include the American Revolution, in
which four of the initial official military actions of the fledgling U.S. Navy comprised repeated
invasions of British-controlled Nassau, capital of the Bahamas; the American Civil War during which
Nassau became on of the main bases for supply of vital goods and ammunition to the Confederacy;
the intrigues of the Volstead Act, which legislated prohibition but also caused the temporary
transformation of Bahama ISlands into major transshipment centers for the smuggling of alcoholic
beverages to a multitude of prohibition-defiant and thirsty Americans; and the significant role placed
by Bahamian migrants in the creation of the city of Miami and other areas of south Florida. The
author draws on a wealth of tapped and untapped primary sources and presents a new perspective
on the Bahamian experience that helped to define the self-proclaimed American credo of Manifest
Destiny.
  what is the history of the bahamas: The Natural History of The Bahamas Dave Currie,
Joseph M. Wunderle, Jr., Ethan Freid, David N. Ewert, D. Jean Lodge, 2019-10-15 The Natural
History of the Bahamas fills a void in the literature on the avian and terrestrial species found there
and is an overall excellent guide.— Sandra D. Buckner, Past President of the Bahamas National
Trust Take this book with you on your next trip to the Bahamas or the Turks and Caicos Islands or
keep it close to hand in your travel library. The Natural History of the Bahamas offers the most
comprehensive coverage of the terrestrial and coastal flora and fauna on the islands of the Bahamas
archipelago, as well as of the region's natural history and ecology. Readers will gain an appreciation
for the importance of conserving the diverse lifeforms on these special Caribbean islands. A detailed
introduction to the history, geology, and climate of the islands. Beautifully illustrated, with more
than seven hundred color photographs showcasing the diverse plants, fungi, and animals found on
the Bahamian Archipelago.
  what is the history of the bahamas: History of the Bahamas Ashley B. Saunders, 1990
  what is the history of the bahamas: Islanders in the Stream: A History of the Bahamian
People Michael Craton, Gail Saunders, 2011-08-15 From two leading historians of Bahamian history
comes this groundbreaking work on a unique archipelagic nation. Islanders in the Stream is not only
the first comprehensive chronicle of the Bahamian people, it is also the first work of its kind and
scale for any Caribbean nation. This comprehensive volume details the full, extraordinary history of
all the people who have ever inhabited the islands and explains the evolution of a Bahamian national
identity within the framework of neighboring territories in similar circumstances. Divided into three
sections, this volume covers the period from aboriginal times to the end of formal slavery in 1838.
The first part includes authoritative accounts of Columbus’s first landfall in the New World on San
Salvador island, his voyage through the Bahamas, and the ensuing disastrous collision of European
and native Arawak cultures. Covering the islands’ initial settlement, the second section ranges from
the initial European incursions and the first English settlements through the lawless era of pirate
misrule to Britain’s official takeover and development of the colony in the eighteenth century. The
third, and largest, section offers a full analysis of Bahamian slave society through the great influx of
Empire Loyalists and their slaves at the end of the American Revolution to the purported



achievement of full freedom for the slaves in 1838. This work is both a pioneering social history and
a richly illustrated narrative modifying previous Eurocentric interpretations of the islands’ early
history. Written to appeal to Bahamians as well as all those interested in Caribbean history,
Islanders in the Stream looks at the islands and their people in their fullest contexts, constituting not
just the most thorough view of Bahamian history to date but a major contribution to Caribbean
historiography.
  what is the history of the bahamas: Bahamian Culture and Factors which Impact Upon it
Donald M. McCartney, 2004
  what is the history of the bahamas: Introduction to Bahamas Gilad James, PhD, 2022 The
Bahamas is a country located in the North Atlantic Ocean, consisting of more than 700 islands and
cays in the Lucayan Archipelago. It is known for its clear turquoise waters, white sand beaches, and
abundant marine life, making it a popular vacation destination for tourists. The country's capital,
Nassau, is located on the island of New Providence and is home to the majority of the country's
population. The Bahamas has a rich history, dating back to the pre-Columbian era with indigenous
tribes inhabiting the islands. The islands were later discovered by European explorers and were
claimed by the Spanish Empire. Over the centuries, the islands were ruled by various colonial
powers, including the British and the French, before finally gaining independence in 1973. The
country has a diverse culture influenced by its history and its proximity to the United States. The
official language is English, and the majority of the population practices Christianity.
  what is the history of the bahamas: General History of the Caribbean Higman, B.W.,
UNESCO, 1905-06-21 This volume looks at the ways historians have written the history of the
region, depending upon their methods of interpretation and differing styles of communicating their
findings. The chapters discussing methodology are followed by studies of particular themes of
historiography. The second half of the volume describes the writing of history in the individual
territories, taking into account changes in society, economy and political structure. The final section
is a full and detailed bibliography serving not only as a guide to the volume but also as an invaluable
reference for the General History of the Caribbcan as a whole.
  what is the history of the bahamas: Race Relations in the Bahamas, 1784-1834
Whittington Johnson, 2000-07-01 This deeply researched, clearly written book is a history of black
society and its relations with whites in the Bahamas from the close of the American Revolution to
emancipation. Whittington B. Johnson examines the communities developed by free, bonded, and
mixed-race blacks on the islands as British colonists and American loyalists unsuccessfully tried to
establish a plantation economy. The author explores how relations between the races developed
civilly in this region, contrasting it with the harsher and more violent experiences of other Caribbean
islands and the American South. Interpreting church documents and Colonial Office papers in a new
light, Johnson presents a more favorable conclusion than previously advanced about the conditions
endured by victims of the African Diaspora and by Creoles in the Bahama Islands. He makes use of
an impressive and important body of archival and secondary research. Race Relations in the
Bahamas will be a book of great interest to southern historians, historians of slave societies and
black communities, scholars of race relations, and general readers.
  what is the history of the bahamas: The Making of the Bahamas Philip Cash, Don Maples,
Alison Packer, 1978
  what is the history of the bahamas: Homeward Bound Sandra Riley, 2000-12-20 Supporters
of the British Crown found life in the Colonies rigorous in the years prior to, during, and after the
Revolutionary War. The hazards of war and the inequities of peace forced many American Loyalists
into Bahamian exile.
  what is the history of the bahamas: General History of the Caribbean UNESCO Volume
6 NA NA, 2019-06-12 Volume6 looks at the ways historians have written the history of the region
depending upon their methods of interpretation and differing styles of communicating their findings.
The authors examine how the lingual diversity of the region has affected the historian's ability to
coalesce an historical account. The second half of the volume describes the writing of history in the



individual territories, taking into account changes in society, economy and political structure. This
volume concludes with a detailed bibliography that is comprehensive of the entire series.
  what is the history of the bahamas: Islanders in the Stream: From aboriginal times to the end
of slavery Michael Craton, 1992 From two leading historians of Bahamian history comes this
groundbreaking work on a unique archipelagic nation. Islanders in the Stream is not only the first
comprehensive chronicle of the Bahamian people, it is also the first work of its kind and scale for any
Caribbean nation. This comprehensive volume details the full, extraordinary history of all the people
who have ever inhabited the islands and explains the evolution of a Bahamian national identity
within the framework of neighboring territories in similar circumstances. Divided into three
sections, this volume covers the period from aboriginal times to the end of formal slavery in 1838.
The first part includes authoritative accounts of Columbus’s first landfall in the New World on San
Salvador island, his voyage through the Bahamas, and the ensuing disastrous collision of European
and native Arawak cultures. Covering the islands’ initial settlement, the second section ranges from
the initial European incursions and the first English settlements through the lawless era of pirate
misrule to Britain’s official takeover and development of the colony in the eighteenth century. The
third, and largest, section offers a full analysis of Bahamian slave society through the great influx of
Empire Loyalists and their slaves at the end of the American Revolution to the purported
achievement of full freedom for the slaves in 1838. This work is both a pioneering social history and
a richly illustrated narrative modifying previous Eurocentric interpretations of the islands’ early
history. Written to appeal to Bahamians as well as all those interested in Caribbean history,
Islanders in the Stream looks at the islands and their people in their fullest contexts, constituting not
just the most thorough view of Bahamian history to date but a major contribution to Caribbean
historiography.
  what is the history of the bahamas: The Great Bahamian Hurricanes of 1899 and 1932 Wayne
Neely, 2012-06-11 Hurricanes have long been a fact of life in the Bahamas. With extensive exposed
coastlines jutting out of the Atlantic and uniquely flat lands and shallow coastal waters, these islands
had seen many tempests before there was a Bahamas as we know it today. Hurricanes have shaped
the islands landscape and, in a sense, their people as well. In the history of the Bahamasoften
considered a patriarchal society in which the hurricanes traditionally bore the names not of women,
but of the islands they devastated-- the storms have impacted all aspects of everyday life. A growing
number of studies covering many aspects of hurricanes have examined their social impacts. Even so,
the historical ramifi cati ons of the hurricanes of the Bahamas and of the wider realm of the
Caribbean have rarely been approached. The Great Bahamas Hurricane of 1899 and the Great Abaco
Hurricane of 1932 hold special places in the archives of Bahamian history. These hurricanes were
two of the worst natural disasters the country had experienced at the time, and even to this day
these storms are considered among the top ten most destructive Bahamian storms of all time. These
two notable and very destructive Bahamian hurricanes resulted in the deaths of over 334 Bahamians
in 1899 and 18 in 1932. Learn why as author Wayne Neely explores the breadth and depth of each
disasternot only how they impacted the society at the time, but how they impacted the progression
of history.
  what is the history of the bahamas: Black Seminoles in the Bahamas Rosalyn Howard,
2023-05-01 An excellent case study of a little-studied and poorly known community experiencing the
processes of identity formation and culture change.--Brent R. Weisman, University of South Florida
This is the first full-length ethnography of a unique community within the African diaspora. Rosalyn
Howard traces the history of the isolated Red Bays community of the Bahamas, from their escape
from the plantations of the American South through their utilization of social memory in the
construction of new identity and community. Some of the many African slaves escaping from
southern plantations traveled to Florida and joined the Seminole Indians, intermarried, and came to
call themselves Black Seminoles. In 1821, pursued and harassed by European Americans through
the First Seminole War, approximately 200 members of this group fled to Andros Island, where they
remained essentially isolated for nearly 150 years. Drawing on archival and secondary sources in the



United States and the Bahamas as well as interviews with members of the present-day Black
Seminole community on Andros Island, Howard reconstructs the story of the Red Bays people. She
chronicles their struggles as they adapt to a new environment and forge a new identity in this
insular community and analyzes the former slaves' relationship with their Native American
companions. Black Seminoles in contemporary Red Bays number approximately 290, the majority of
whom are descended directly from the original settlers. As part of her research, Howard lived for a
year in this small community, recording its oral history and analyzing the ways in which that history
informed the evolving identity of the people. Her treatment dispels the air of mystery surrounding
the Black Seminoles of Andros and provides a foundation for further anthropological and historical
investigations.
  what is the history of the bahamas: Race and Class in the Colonial Bahamas, 1880-1960
Gail Saunders, 2017-10-16 Saunders resoundingly affirms the relevance of island history. Scholars
will appreciate the detail and insights.--Choice Deftly unravels the complex historical
interrelationships of race, color, class, economics, and environment in the Colonial Bahamas. An
invaluable study for scholars who conduct comparative research on the British Caribbean.--Rosalyn
Howard, author of Black Seminoles in the Bahamas Saunders is to be commended for a scholarly
study that prominently features the non-white majority in the Bahamas--a group which usually has
been overlooked.--Whittington B. Johnson, author of Post-Emancipation Race Relations in The
Bahamas In this one-of-a-kind study of race and class in the Bahamas, Gail Saunders shows how
racial tensions were not necessarily parallel to those across other British West Indian colonies but
instead mirrored the inflexible color line of the United States. Proximity to the U.S. and geographic
isolation from other British colonies created a uniquely Bahamian interaction among racial groups.
Focusing on the post-emancipation period from the 1880s to the 1960s, Saunders considers the
entrenched, though extra-legal, segregation prevalent in most spheres of life that lasted well into the
1950s. Saunders traces early black nationalist and pan-Africanism movements, as well as the
influence of Garveyism and Prohibition during World War I. She examines the economic depression
of the 1930s and the subsequent boom in the tourism industry, which boosted the economy but
worsened racial tensions: proponents of integration predicted disaster if white tourists ceased
traveling to the islands. Despite some upward mobility of mixed-race and black Bahamians, the
economy continued to be dominated by the white elite, and trade unions and labor-based parties
came late to the Bahamas. Secondary education, although limited to those who could afford it, was
the route to a better life for nonwhite Bahamians and led to mixed-race and black persons studying
in professional fields, which ultimately brought about a rising political consciousness. Training her
lens on the nature of relationships among the various racial and social groups in the Bahamas,
Saunders tells the story of how discrimination persisted until at last squarely challenged by the
majority of Bahamians.
  what is the history of the bahamas: The complete travel guide for Bahamas , At YouGuide™,
we are dedicated to bringing you the finest travel guides on the market, meticulously crafted for
every type of traveler. Our guides serve as your ultimate companions, helping you make the most of
your journeys around the world. Our team of dedicated experts works tirelessly to create
comprehensive, up-todate, and captivating travel guides. Each guide is a treasure trove of essential
information, insider insights, and captivating visuals. We go beyond the tourist trail, uncovering
hidden treasures and sharing local wisdom that transforms your travels into extraordinary
adventures. Countries change, and so do our guides. We take pride in delivering the most current
information, ensuring your journey is a success. Whether you're an intrepid solo traveler, an
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