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Fallout 3 Perfect Character Guide: Crafting Your Ultimate Wasteland Survivor

fallout 3 perfect character guide is something many players seek when diving into the vast and
post-apocalyptic world of the Capital Wasteland. Whether you're a first-time player or a veteran
revisiting the game, understanding how to build the ideal character can dramatically change how you
experience the game. With a mix of RPG mechanics, combat, exploration, and decision-making,
Fallout 3 offers countless possibilities for character development. This guide will walk you through the
essential tips and strategies to create a powerful and versatile character, ensuring you thrive amidst
the dangers of the wasteland.

Understanding the Basics: SPECIAL System and Its
Importance

Before you can create the perfect character in Fallout 3, you need a solid grasp of the SPECIAL
system, which stands for Strength, Perception, Endurance, Charisma, Intelligence, Agility, and Luck.
These seven attributes form the foundation of your character’s abilities and influence everything from
combat effectiveness to dialogue options.

Choosing Your SPECIAL Attributes

The key to a perfect Fallout 3 character is balancing your SPECIAL stats to complement your preferred
playstyle. Here’s a quick breakdown of how each attribute affects gameplay:

- ¥**Strength:** Influences melee damage and carrying capacity. Ideal for players who favor close
combat.

- ¥**Perception:** Affects weapon accuracy in V.A.T.S. and environmental awareness.

- **Endurance:** Determines health points and resistance to radiation and poison.

- **Charisma:** Impacts dialogue options and your ability to lead companions.

- **Intelligence:** Controls skill points gained per level, crucial for skill-heavy builds.

- ¥*Agility:** Governs action points used in V.A.T.S., as well as stealth.

- ¥**Luck:** Influences critical hit chances and overall randomness.

For the perfect Fallout 3 character, many players recommend prioritizing Intelligence and Agility since
they provide more skill points and better combat versatility, respectively. However, don’t neglect
Perception and Endurance, as they can be lifesavers in tough situations.

Skills That Define Your Character’s Strength

After setting your SPECIAL stats, the next step is determining which skills to invest in. Skills shape
how your character interacts with the world, including combat proficiency, hacking, lockpicking, and
speech.



Top Essential Skills for the Fallout 3 Perfect Character

- **Small Guns:** The most commonly used skill for ranged combat, vital if you prefer pistols, rifles, or
automatic weapons.

- **Lockpick:** Allows access to locked doors and containers, unlocking valuable equipment and
secret areas.

- ¥*Speech:** Opens up dialogue options to avoid combat or gain better rewards.

- ¥*Science:** Necessary for hacking terminals, which can unlock restricted areas or disable traps.

- ¥*Repair:** Enables you to fix weapons and armor, saving resources and improving durability.

- ¥*Sneak:** Helps you avoid enemy detection, perfect for stealth-oriented players.

- **First Aid:** Essential for healing yourself and companions, especially before finding better medical
supplies.

A balanced approach to skills often yields the best results. For instance, focusing heavily on Small
Guns and Sneak enables a stealthy sniper build, while combining Science with Repair opens new
opportunities for problem-solving and equipment maintenance.

Perks: Unlocking Your Character’s Potential

Perks are special bonuses or abilities you acquire at certain levels that can significantly enhance your
character’s capabilities. Picking the right perks is crucial in crafting a perfect Fallout 3 character.

Must-Have Perks for Every Build

- *Educated:** Grants extra skill points every level, synergizing with high Intelligence.

- **Comprehension:** Doubles the bonus from skill books, accelerating skill progression.

- **Mister Sandman:** Boosts sneak attack damage, excellent for stealth builds.

- **Nerd Rage!:** Temporarily boosts damage resistance and damage when your health drops low.
- ¥*Action Boy/Action Girl:** Increases action points for V.A.T.S. usage, enhancing combat efficiency.
- ¥¥Life Giver:** Increases your maximum health, improving survivability.

- *¥Jury Rigging:** Allows you to repair items with similar but not identical equipment, useful for
weapon and armor upkeep.

Choosing perks that complement your playstyle and build is essential. For example, if you're going for
a stealth sniper, perks like Mister Sandman and Silent Running will enhance your effectiveness.

Character Build Examples for the Perfect Fallout 3
Experience

To give a clearer picture of how to apply this Fallout 3 perfect character guide, here are some sample
builds tailored to different playstyles.



The Stealth Sniper

- **SPECIAL:** Strength 4, Perception 7, Endurance 4, Charisma 3, Intelligence 7, Aqility 8, Luck 5

- **Primary Skills:** Small Guns, Sneak, Lockpick, Science

- *»*Recommended Perks:** Mister Sandman, Silent Running, Sniper, Action Boy

- ¥*Playstyle:** Focus on staying undetected, picking off enemies from a distance with rifles or pistols,
and hacking or lockpicking to bypass obstacles.

The Charismatic Leader

- **SPECIAL:** Strength 3, Perception 5, Endurance 5, Charisma 8, Intelligence 7, Aqility 4, Luck 5

- **Primary Skills:** Speech, Small Guns, First Aid, Repair

- *»*Recommended Perks:** Animal Friend, Lady Killer/Black Widow, Intense Training (for speech and
repair)

- **Playstyle:** Use dialogue to avoid unnecessary fights, charm your way to better rewards, and
support companions with healing and repairs.

The Melee Tank

- *SPECIAL:** Strength 8, Perception 4, Endurance 7, Charisma 2, Intelligence 5, Agility 5, Luck 4

- ¥*Primary Skills:** Melee Weapons, Unarmed, Repair, First Aid

- **Recommended Perks:** Iron Fist, Toughness, Life Giver, Ninja (for sneak attacks with unarmed)
- ¥**Playstyle:** Engage enemies head-on using melee weapons or fists, relying on high health and
damage resistance.

Tips to Maximize Your Fallout 3 Character’s Growth

Beyond initial character creation, there are several strategies to optimize your experience and build
the perfect Fallout 3 character over time.

Utilize Skill Books and Bobbleheads

Scattered throughout the Capital Wasteland are skill books and bobbleheads that permanently
increase your skills or stats. Prioritize collecting these early on to boost your character’s performance
significantly. For example, the Small Guns Bobblehead increases your Small Guns skill by 10 points,
which is a huge advantage in combat.

Manage Your Equipment Wisely

Your choice of weapons, armor, and aid items can make or break your survival. Tailor your gear to



your build—stealth characters should invest in light armor for mobility, while melee tanks benefit from
heavy armor. Always keep your weapons repaired and upgrade when possible to maintain high
damage output.

Companions: Picking the Right Partner

Companions like Fawkes, Dogmeat, or Charon can support your playstyle. For example, Fawkes is a
powerhouse with a high damage output, suitable for tough combat situations. Choose companions
who complement your weaknesses, whether that’s providing additional firepower, healing, or carrying
capacity.

Strategic Use of V.A.T.S.

The Vault-Tec Assisted Targeting System (V.A.T.S.) slows down combat and allows targeted attacks on
enemy limbs. Using V.A.T.S. effectively can help you disable enemies quickly and conserve ammo,
especially when your Agility and Perception are high.

Adapting Your Character for Different Challenges

The world of Fallout 3 is unpredictable, with diverse enemies, radiation zones, and moral dilemmas.
The perfect character is adaptable, able to handle combat, diplomacy, and exploration with ease.

For radiation-heavy areas, ensure you have high Endurance or gear with radiation resistance. If you
encounter hostile factions frequently, invest in combat skills and armor. For players who enjoy role-
playing and story immersion, focusing on Charisma and Speech can unlock unigue quest outcomes
and endings.

This Fallout 3 perfect character guide provides a comprehensive framework to create a character
tailored to your unique gameplay preferences. By understanding SPECIAL stats, prioritizing the right
skills, selecting complementary perks, and adapting to the wasteland’s challenges, you’ll navigate the
Capital Wasteland with confidence and style. Whether sneaking through ruins or leading a friendly
settlement, your perfected character is ready to make their mark on the post-apocalyptic world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best SPECIAL attribute distribution for a perfect
Fallout 3 character?

A balanced SPECIAL distribution for a perfect character often focuses on high Intelligence (for more
skill points), Endurance (for survivability), and Agility (for better action points), typically something



like 4 Strength, 6 Perception, 7 Endurance, 9 Charisma, 9 Intelligence, 6 Agility, and 1 Luck.

Which perks should | prioritize to create a perfect Fallout 3
character?

Key perks include Educated (extra skill points), Comprehension (double book bonuses), Lady
Killer/Black Widow (combat advantage), Silent Running (stealth), and Grim Reaper's Sprint (AP refresh
on kill). These perks enhance versatility and survivability.

What skills are essential to max out for a perfect Fallout 3
build?

Important skills to max are Lockpick, Science, Speech, Small Guns, and Repair. These allow access to
locked areas, hacking terminals, better negotiation, effective combat, and weapon maintenance.

How can | optimize my character for both combat and
dialogue?

Focus on high Intelligence and Charisma to boost skill points and dialogue options. Combine this with
perks like Lady Killer/Black Widow and high Speech skill to influence conversations while maintaining
strong combat skills like Small Guns or Energy Weapons.

Should | choose a melee or ranged combat style for a perfect
Fallout 3 character?

Ranged combat is generally preferred for versatility and safety, especially with Small Guns or Energy
Weapons. However, a melee build with high Strength and perks like Iron Fist can be powerful but
requires close encounters and more tactical play.

What is the recommended playstyle for a perfect Fallout 3
character guide?

A stealthy, adaptable playstyle that combines high Agility and Perception with speech and repair skills
is ideal. Utilize sneak attacks, hacking, and dialogue options to avoid unnecessary combat and
maximize rewards.

Additional Resources

**Fallout 3 Perfect Character Guide: Crafting the Ultimate Wasteland Survivor**

fallout 3 perfect character guide is an essential resource for players seeking to optimize their
experience in Bethesda’s post-apocalyptic RPG masterpiece. Fallout 3 offers a complex character
creation system that influences gameplay style, combat efficiency, dialogue options, and survival
tactics throughout the Capital Wasteland. Understanding how to balance SPECIAL attributes, skills,
perks, and traits is crucial to building a character who thrives in the harsh, irradiated environment.
This guide delves into the nuances of character customization, aiming to assist both newcomers and



veterans in achieving the ideal build tailored to their preferred playstyle.

Understanding the SPECIAL System

The foundation of any Fallout 3 character lies in the SPECIAL system—comprising Strength,
Perception, Endurance, Charisma, Intelligence, Agility, and Luck. Each attribute affects specific
gameplay mechanics, from combat proficiency to dialogue opportunities. Allocating points wisely at
character creation can define your approach to combat, exploration, and interaction.

Optimizing SPECIAL for Versatility

A well-rounded character typically balances combat effectiveness with role-playing flexibility. Here’s
an analytical breakdown of each attribute’s impact:

e Strength (STR): Influences melee damage and carrying capacity. Ideal for players favoring
close-quarters combat or heavy weaponry.

* Perception (PER): Affects weapon accuracy in V.A.T.S. and environmental awareness. Crucial
for sniper builds and lockpicking.

e Endurance (END): Determines health points and resistance to radiation and poison. Vital for
survival-focused builds.

e Charisma (CHA): Governs barter and dialogue success. Often underappreciated but
indispensable for non-combat solutions.

* Intelligence (INT): Boosts experience gain and skill points per level. Key for players looking to
specialize rapidly.

e Agility (AGI): Dictates action points in V.A.T.S. and sneaking ability. Central for stealth and
tactical combat.

¢ Luck (LCK): Affects critical hit chance and random loot quality. Adds an element of
unpredictability to encounters.

For a balanced build, many experts recommend starting with: STR 5, PER 5, END 5, CHA 4, INT 6, AGI
6, LCK 4. This distribution offers solid baseline combat stats, sufficient intelligence for skill
progression, and enough agility for effective V.A.T.S. use.

Skill Allocation: Prioritizing Efficiency

Skills determine your character’s proficiency in specific actions such as weapon use, lockpicking, and



medicine. Fallout 3’s skill system allows players to specialize but demands strategic investment given
the limited skill points available.

Key Skills for a Perfect Character

Choosing which skills to focus on depends heavily on your playstyle. Here’s an overview of critical
skills for a versatile character:

e Small Guns: Arguably the most versatile combat skill, essential for early to mid-game ranged
combat.

Lockpick: Unlocks access to valuable loot and hidden areas, increasing exploration rewards.

Speech: Enhances dialogue options, enabling peaceful resolutions and better rewards.

Science: Useful for hacking terminals, a common obstacle in many quests.

Repair: Enables weapon and armor maintenance, vital for conserving resources.

Medicine: Improves healing efficiency, increasing survivability.

Players aiming for a combat-focused character might prioritize Small Guns, Repair, and Medicine,
while stealth or diplomacy-oriented builds benefit from Lockpick, Speech, and Science. The perfect
character balances these skills but leans toward those complementing their favored combat or role-
playing approach.

Traits and Perks: Customizing Playstyle

Traits and perks offer powerful modifications to your character’s abilities, often providing significant
advantages or introducing unique challenges.

Choosing the Right Traits

At character creation, players select two traits. Among the most popular are:

e Fast Shot: Faster weapon fire at the cost of accuracy—ideal for aggressive players.

e Good Natured: +5 to non-combat skills but -5 to combat skills, perfect for pacifists or
diplomats.

* Jinxed: Random critical failures balanced by higher critical hit chances, adding risk and reward.



e Skilled: +5 to all skills but -10 to Strength, Endurance, and Agility, favoring skill-focused builds.

Selecting traits should align with your overall character concept and preferred gameplay mechanics.

Perk Selection Strategy

Perks are gained every two levels and can significantly enhance your character’s capabilities. Some
standout perks include:
e Educated: Extra skill points per level, accelerating skill specialization.

e Grim Reaper’s Sprint: Restores Action Points after a kill in V.A.T.S., boosting combat
efficiency.

e Sniper: Increased headshot accuracy, essential for precision shooters.
e Comprehension: Doubles skill book benefits, aiding skill progression.

 Silent Running: Allows running at full speed without penalty to sneaking, perfect for stealth
builds.

A perfect character carefully plans perk choices based on both immediate needs and long-term
benefits, ensuring adaptability to the unpredictable wasteland.

Balancing Combat and Role-Playing Elements

Fallout 3's strength lies not just in combat but also in narrative depth. The perfect character guide
emphasizes balancing combat prowess with social and exploration skills to fully unlock the game’s
storytelling potential.

Combat Styles and Their Impact

Various combat styles influence SPECIAL and skill priorities:

e Sniper: High Perception, Agility, and Small Guns skill. Prioritizes stealth and precision damage.

e Tank/Heavy Weapons: High Strength and Endurance, focusing on melee or heavy weapon
damage.

e Stealth/Scout: Emphasizes Agility, Luck, Lockpick, and Sneak skills for evasion and ambush



tactics.

e Diplomat/Charmer: High Charisma and Speech skills, avoiding conflict through dialogue.

The perfect Fallout 3 character often blends elements of these archetypes to maintain flexibility
across diverse challenges.

Role-Playing Considerations

Investing in Charisma, Speech, and Intelligence not only opens alternative quest resolutions but also
enriches the player’s immersion. For example, high Speech skill can unlock peaceful endings or better
rewards, while Intelligence accelerates skill gains, enabling quicker adaptation to new challenges.

Equipment and Resource Management

No character guide is complete without discussing gear and resource strategies. The perfect
character efficiently manages weapons, armor, and consumables to maintain an edge.

Weapon and Armor Choices

Small Guns remain the most reliable weapon class due to abundant ammunition and versatility.
Players should aim to acquire the best rifles or pistols early, such as the Chinese Assault Rifle or the
Sniper Rifle, to maximize combat effectiveness.

Power Armor offers superior protection but requires specific skills and resources, making it a late-
game goal. Light armor suits those relying on agility and stealth, ensuring mobility without sacrificing
defense.

Inventory and Resource Tips

Carrying capacity hinges on Strength, so balancing this attribute with the need for heavy gear is
essential. Prioritize carrying stimpaks, RadAway, and ammunition. Repair skill investment prolongs
the lifespan of weapons and armor, reducing resource consumption.

Final Thoughts on Crafting the Fallout 3 Perfect
Character

Designing the perfect character in Fallout 3 demands a nuanced understanding of the SPECIAL
system, skill allocation, trait and perk selection, and equipment management. The ideal build is



inherently subjective, shaped by individual playstyle preferences—be it combat-heavy, stealthy, or
diplomatic. However, a successful character typically balances core attributes to remain adaptable,
ensuring survival and success across the game’s diverse challenges.

As players explore the Capital Wasteland, the choices made during character creation ripple through
every encounter, dialogue, and battle. Armed with this comprehensive Fallout 3 perfect character
guide, players can confidently forge a hero—or anti-hero—ready to leave an indelible mark on a
shattered world.
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off should prove equally as popular, with fans and newbies

Fallout | Fallout 1st is a premium membership that enhances the Fallout 76 experience. Members
receive access to Private Worlds, exclusive utility and cosmetic items, 1650 Atoms per month, plus
Fallout 76 - New Player Guide 15 Nov 2024 undefinedA NEWCOMER'’S GUIDE TO FALLOUT 76
Lived in a Vault-Tec vault all your life? Ready to step outside and get some fresh Appalachian air?
There’s so much to see

Home | The official site for Bethesda, publisher of Fallout, DOOM, Dishonored, Skyrim, Wolfenstein,
The Elder Scrolls, more. Your source for news, features & community

New ‘Fallout’ TV series photos reveal cast and characters 7 Mar 2024 Meet the cast and
characters from ‘Fallout,” the new Prime Video series premiering April 11 Get an early look at the
upcoming series ‘Fallout,” set in the world of the best-selling

Fallout | Once the Fallout Worlds update is released, you will be able to choose between four main
modes of play. Adventure: Unchanged, this is the standard story experience of Fallout 76. Private
Fallout 76's latest update relaxes its building rules so you can try 2 Sep 2025 Fallout 76's
latest update, patch 62, relaxes the game's CAMP building rules to give players extra creative



freedom

Fallout Season 1 Review - IGN 10 Apr 2024 A bright and funny apocalypse filled with dark
punchlines and bursts of ultra-violence, Fallout is among the best video game adaptations ever made
Timeline | Fallout Wiki | Fandom 11 Oct 2010 What follows is a complete timeline of all-known
canonical events in the Fallout universe. For clarity and performance, some parts of the timeline
were separated into other

Fallout | Information Enjoy your stay! Battle your way across the heat-blasted Mojave Wasteland to
the neon drenched Vegas Strip. Along the way you'll be introduced to a colorful cast of characters,
Fallout 4 - Nexus Mods New to modding Fallout 4? Start with the essential starter mods and
helpful tools to begin your journey

Fallout - Teaser Trailer | Prime Video - YouTube Based on one of the greatest video game series
of all time, Fallout is the story of haves and have-nots in a world in which there’s almost nothing left
to ha

Fallout TV Show: Release Date, Story, Cast, Trailer & Everything 7 Mar 2024 The live-action
Fallout TV show is set to premiere on Amazon Prime Video in 2024 and has garnered positive
reactions from fans. The show's release date is strategically set for

The Complete Fallout Timeline, Explained - GameSpot 16 Apr 2024 Interplay and Bethesda’s
post-apocalyptic franchise has a megaton of lore that spans centuries and even overlaps with our
own real-world timeline. But how exactly does it all

Fallout London Fallout: London is an ambitious, trail-blazing DLC-sized mod for Fallout 4,
Bethesda Game Studios’ 2015 post-apocalyptic RPG. Fallout: London stands apart from its
contemporaries and

Fallout Reviews - Metacritic 9 Oct 1997 Set in the aftermath of a world-wide nuclear war, Fallout
will challenge you to survive in an unknown and dangerous world. You will take the role of a Vault-
dweller, a person who

| The Fallout | Warner Bros. UK | Movies A raw and honest coming-of-age story for this
generation. Jenna Ortega and Maddie Ziegler star in Megan Park’s directorial debut. The Fallout -
coming soon. “The Fallout” is a compelling

Fallout TV series: everything we know about the video game 8 May 2024 The Prime Video-
exclusive Fallout TV series explores how civilization has rebuilt itself in the wake of a nuclear
apocalypse and is based on the video game series of the same

Fallout: What It Gets Right, and What It Gets Wrong 12 Apr 2024 Fallout is the latest in a long
line of video game movie and TV adaptations, a trend that is going through a bit of a golden age now
with critical successes like Arcane, Castlevania,

Fallout season 2: everything we know so far about the popular 19 Aug 2025 Fallout season 2
will be released before the end of 2025 - here's everything we know about the hit Amazon TV series'
return so far

Fallout | Complete in-game activities to earn S.C.O.R.E. and gain ranks. Challenges are given daily
and weekly asking you to do everything from chewing bubblegum to killing creatures in a nuked
zone

Fallout London Once you have downgraded Fallout 4 and downloaded Fallout: London through
GOG, you can now manually install the mod if you wish to do so. Some users may wish to do this to
add

Fallout: The Roleplaying Game - Royal Flush This is a pre-order. Shipping is expected to start
late Nov 2025. If your order includes pre-order items, it will delay your shipping until the items are
in stock. You will receive the complimentary

Sarah Ferguson will 'play victim', royal biographer says 1 day ago Sarah Ferguson will 'play
the victim' and has 'no acceptance of what she's done' despite fallout from Epstein email, royal
biographer claims By ARTHUR PARASHAR, SENIOR

Fallout Season 2: Everything We Know - ELLE 19 Aug 2025 The first season of Fallout
premiered in early April, and the show has already been confirmed for a season 2 on Prime Video



Fallout co-creator Tim Cain acknowledges Bethesda made the 11 Sep 2025 Fallout Fallout
creator Tim Cain says players misunderstand the series' signature "gray morality" and he'd love to
make a sequel that truly explores the main theme: "Power

Fallout - IGN 9 Oct 1997 Release Date, Trailers, News, Reviews, Guides, Gameplay and more for
Fallout

Fallout First Reviews: A 'Violent, Fun, Emotional, Epic' Video Game 10 Apr 2024 Fallout First
Reviews: A 'Violent, Fun, Emotional, Epic' Video Game Adaptation, Critics Say Critics say Prime
Video's new series benefits from strong storytelling, committed

Fallout 3 - Wikipedia Fallout 3 is a 2008 action role-playing game developed by Bethesda Game
Studios and published by Bethesda Softworks. The third major installment in the Fallout series, it is
the first game to

The Fallout (film) - Wikipedia The Fallout is a 2021 American drama film written and directed by
Megan Park in her feature film directorial debut. It stars Jenna Ortega as Vada Cavell, a high school
student who navigates

Fallout season 2 - Wikipedia The second season of the American post-apocalyptic drama
television series Fallout is set to premiere on December 17, 2025 on Amazon Prime Video, with the
remaining episodes
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experience, including gameplay tweaks, new content, and visual improvements

Fallout TV show on Prime Video: release date, trailers, confirmed 10 Apr 2024 Amazon's
Fallout TV show emerges from its Prime Video vault in mid-April - here's what we know so far
Fallout 4 - PS5 & PS4 Games | PlayStation (UK) Buy Fallout 4 on PlayStation Store. Explore a
vast open world ravaged by nuclear war in this award-winning RPG

-50% Fallout on 10 Jul 2025 Set in the aftermath of a world-wide nuclear war, Fallout will
challenge you to survive i

Fallout 4 - Steam Community Fallout 4 - Review HighlightsAbout the GameBethesda Game
Studios, the award-winning creators of Fallout 3 and The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim, welcome you to
the world of Fallout 4 - their most

Amazon’s Fallout show gets the postapocalyptic vibes exactly right 10 Apr 2024 Amazon’s
Fallout TV series strikes the perfect tone of the games with immaculate post-apocalyptic vibes and a
great performance by Walter Goggins as The Ghoul

‘Fallout’ First Look: This Is How the World Ends - Vanity Fair 28 Nov 2023 Fallout often looks
like the distant past, but it’s really the far-off future—and, actually, it’s the end of life as we know it.
In the new series, debuting on Amazon’s Prime Video

Fallout The Roleplaying Game - Modiphius Entertainment Revisit the Mojave in the latest
quest book for Fallout: The Roleplaying Game. In Royal Flush, you and your party take a road trip
from the towering Sierra mountains into the heart of the Mojave

Fallout - Official Trailer | IMDb In a future, post-apocalyptic Los Angeles brought about by
nuclear decimation, citizens must live in underground bunkers to protect themselves from radiation,
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adaptation
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