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In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens: Exploring Alice Walker's Powerful Legacy

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker is a phrase that resonates deeply with those who seek
to understand the intersections of art, identity, and heritage. This evocative title, belonging to one of
Alice Walker’s most celebrated essay collections, opens a window into the rich tapestry of African
American women’s history and creativity. Through her powerful prose, Walker invites readers to
reconnect with the often overlooked contributions of black women artists, writers, and creators who

nurtured beauty and resilience despite systemic oppression.

If you’re intrigued by literary explorations of culture, feminism, and legacy, diving into "In Search of Our
Mothers' Gardens" offers profound insights. But beyond the essays themselves, understanding the
context and significance of this work enriches our appreciation of Walker’s influence as a writer and

activist.

Who Is Alice Walker and Why Does Her Work Matter?

Alice Walker is a renowned American writer and activist, best known for her novel *The Color Purple®,
which won the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award. However, her contributions extend well
beyond fiction. Walker’s essays, poetry, and speeches have long been a beacon for discussions

around race, gender, and empowerment.

The Roots of Walker’s Inspiration

Walker’s writing is deeply personal yet universal. Growing up in the segregated South, she witnessed

firsthand the struggles and strength of black women in her community. Her mother’s garden, a central



metaphor in the title essay, symbolizes the hidden creativity and spiritual richness passed down
through generations. These gardens represent more than just physical spaces—they embody a legacy

of hope, survival, and artistic expression.

The Importance of Black Women’s Artistic Legacy

One of the core themes of *In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens* is the reclamation and celebration of
black women’s creativity. Walker emphasizes how many African American women, constrained by
poverty, racism, and social expectations, found ways to create beauty—whether through quilting,
storytelling, or gardening—even when traditional avenues for artistic expression were denied to them.
This theme is especially relevant today as conversations about representation and historical erasure

continue to evolve.

Understanding the Essays in "In Search of Our Mothers’

Gardens"

The book is a collection of essays that cover a variety of topics, from literature and spirituality to
feminism and social justice. Each piece adds a layer to Walker’s overarching message about the

importance of nurturing our roots and honoring the past.

Key Essays to Know

¢ “In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens”: The title essay is a tribute to Walker’s mother and other
black women who created beauty in difficult circumstances. It explores the hidden artistic talents

and resilience passed down through generations.



* “Looking for Zora”: This essay pays homage to Zora Neale Hurston, an influential African
American writer whose work was undervalued during her lifetime. Walker discusses the

importance of recognizing black women’s contributions to literature.

e “Am | Blue?”: A poignant essay that addresses issues of race and sexuality, reflecting Walker’s
nuanced understanding of intersectionality long before it became a mainstream academic

concept.

Each essay encourages readers to reflect on identity, history, and the power of storytelling as a means

of healing and empowerment.

The Symbolism of Gardens in Walker’s Work

Gardens are a recurring motif in Alice Walker’s writing, serving as a powerful metaphor for growth,

creativity, and connection to ancestors. But why does she choose this particular image?

Gardens as a Metaphor for Hidden Creativity

Gardens require care, patience, and nurturing—qualities that mirror the artistic process. For many
African American women, the act of gardening or creating something beautiful was a quiet rebellion
against the harsh realities they faced. Walker’s metaphor invites readers to consider the unseen labor

and love that went into preserving culture and beauty through generations.

Linking Past and Present Generations

The garden also symbolizes a lineage. Just as plants grow from seeds planted long ago, contemporary



black artists and writers inherit the strength and creativity of their foremothers. Walker’s essays

encourage us to acknowledge this continuum and build upon it.

Why "In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens' Remains Relevant

Today

In today’s cultural landscape, where conversations about diversity, equity, and inclusion are front and

center, revisiting Alice Walker’s work offers valuable perspectives.

Empowering Black Women’s Voices

Walker’s essays highlight the importance of recognizing and amplifying black women’s stories. This

remains vital as marginalized voices continue to fight for visibility in literature, art, and media.

Inspiring Creativity Amid Adversity

By exploring how black women historically used creative expression as a tool for survival and
resistance, Walker’s work inspires contemporary artists to find their own voices, regardless of

obstacles.

Encouraging Intergenerational Dialogue

Understanding the past helps inform the present. Walker’s reflections foster conversations across
generations, encouraging younger readers to seek out the stories of their ancestors and appreciate

their cultural heritage.



Tips for Engaging with Alice Walker’s Essays

If you’re planning to read *In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens* or want to explore Walker’s work more

deeply, here are some helpful suggestions:

1. Read Slowly and Reflectively: Walker’s prose is rich with symbolism and layered meanings. Take

your time to absorb the nuances.

2. Research Historical Context: Understanding the social and political backdrop of the essays

enhances comprehension and appreciation.

3. Discuss with Others: Join book clubs or online forums focused on African American literature or

feminist writing to gain diverse perspectives.

4. Explore Related Writers: Delve into works by Zora Neale Hurston, Toni Morrison, and Audre

Lorde to see similar themes of identity and creativity.

Engaging thoughtfully with Walker’s work can deepen your understanding of both literature and social

history.

The Lasting Impact of Alice Walker’s "In Search of Our

Mothers’ Gardens"

More than four decades after its publication, *In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens* continues to inspire
readers around the world. Its exploration of creativity, resilience, and cultural memory speaks to

universal human experiences while centering the unique challenges and triumphs of black women.



Walker’s eloquent voice reminds us that the past is never truly lost—it lives on in the stories we tell, the
art we create, and the gardens we tend, both literal and metaphorical. Through her essays, we are
invited to honor the legacies of those who came before and to cultivate spaces where future

generations can flourish.

Whether you are a student of literature, an artist seeking inspiration, or simply someone interested in
cultural history, *In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens™ offers a rich and rewarding journey into the heart

of black womanhood and creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Alice Walker's essay 'In Search of Our

Mothers' Gardens'?

The central theme of 'In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens' is the exploration and celebration of Black

women's creativity and resilience despite historical oppression and limited opportunities.

How does Alice Walker connect her essay to the legacy of Black
women artists?

Alice Walker connects her essay to the legacy of Black women artists by highlighting how their
creativity was often expressed through everyday acts and crafts, such as gardening and sewing, as a

form of resistance and self-expression.

What role does the metaphor of 'gardens’ play in Alice Walker's
essay?

The metaphor of 'gardens' in the essay symbolizes the hidden creativity and potential of Black women,

cultivated despite adversity and societal constraints.



How does Alice Walker address the historical challenges faced by
Black women in 'In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens'?

Walker addresses historical challenges by acknowledging the systemic racism and sexism that limited

Black women's opportunities for artistic expression, while honoring their perseverance and ingenuity.

Why does Alice Walker emphasize the importance of reclaiming the
artistic heritage of Black women?

She emphasizes reclaiming this heritage to recognize and validate Black women's contributions to art

and culture, which have often been overlooked or marginalized.

In what way does 'In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens' reflect feminist
ideas?

The essay reflects feminist ideas by advocating for the acknowledgment of Black women's

experiences, creativity, and empowerment within both racial and gender contexts.

How has 'In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens' influenced contemporary
discussions on Black women's literature and art?

The essay has influenced contemporary discussions by inspiring greater appreciation and critical
examination of Black women's literary and artistic works, encouraging recognition of their cultural

significance and historical impact.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Legacy and Themes of *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens* by Alice Walker**

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker stands as a seminal work that delves into the artistic



and cultural heritage of African American women. This collection of essays, first published in 1983,
remains a powerful exploration of identity, creativity, and resilience, reflecting Walker’s profound
engagement with race, gender, and history. As both a literary critique and a personal reflection, the

book offers readers an insightful journey through the intersections of personal and collective memory.

An In-Depth Analysis of *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens*

by Alice Walker

Alice Walker’s *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens* is more than a simple essay collection; it is a
profound meditation on the struggles and triumphs of Black women artists, both past and present. The
title essay, “In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens,” encapsulates the core theme of the book:
uncovering the creative and spiritual legacies passed down through generations of African American
women, many of whom expressed themselves through subtle and often unrecognized acts of artistic

creation.

Walker’s work is situated within the broader context of African American literature and feminist thought.
She focuses on the often-overlooked contributions of Black women, emphasizing the ways in which
they have nurtured culture and creativity despite systemic oppression. The text draws attention to the
resilience and ingenuity embedded in the lives of these women, who crafted beauty and art in the

margins of society.

Thematic Exploration: Creativity and Oppression

One of the central themes in *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens* is the relationship between
creativity and oppression. Walker argues that the creative impulses of African American women were
historically stifled by racial and gender discrimination, yet these women found alternative means to
express themselves. The metaphor of the garden in the title essay symbolizes the hidden talents and

artistic endeavors of Walker’s foremothers—women who, despite their hardships, cultivated beauty in



the form of quilts, stories, and songs.

This theme resonates with the broader discourse on cultural memory and the reclamation of Black
women’s history. Walker’s essays underscore the necessity of recognizing and celebrating these
contributions to fully understand American art and culture. Her work encourages readers to reconsider

the definitions of art and creativity, acknowledging forms that have traditionally been marginalized.

Literary Style and Narrative Voice

Walker's prose in *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens* is noted for its lyrical and evocative quality,
blending personal narrative with historical analysis. Her voice is both intimate and authoritative, inviting
readers into a reflective space where historical injustice and personal experience converge. This
stylistic approach enhances the emotional and intellectual impact of the essays, making complex

themes accessible without sacrificing depth.

The book’s narrative structure, which intertwines memoir with critical essays, allows Walker to explore
multiple dimensions of identity and creativity. This hybridity reflects the multifaceted nature of the

subjects she addresses and reinforces the interconnectedness of personal and collective histories.

Contextual Significance and Cultural Impact

*In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens* occupies a significant place in African American literary canon
and feminist literature. The collection has been influential in academic circles, often cited in studies of
Black feminism, cultural studies, and creative expression. Its impact extends beyond literature,
contributing to broader conversations about representation and the reclamation of marginalized

histories.

Walker's work emerged during a period when African American women writers were gaining increased

visibility and recognition. Alongside contemporaries such as Toni Morrison and Maya Angelou, Walker



helped shape a literary movement that foregrounded Black women’s experiences and voices. The
essays in *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens* articulate a vision of empowerment through artistic

expression, inspiring subsequent generations of writers and artists.

Comparison with Other Works by Alice Walker

When compared to Walker’s acclaimed novel *The Color Purple*, *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens*
showcases a different facet of her literary prowess. While *The Color Purple* employs fictional
narrative to explore themes of abuse, survival, and sisterhood, *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens*
offers a nonfictional, essayistic approach to similar concerns, grounded in historical and cultural

analysis.

Both works, however, share a commitment to illuminating the lives of Black women and asserting the
importance of their stories. The essays complement Walker’s fictional narratives by providing explicit

reflections on the cultural conditions that shape Black women’s lives and creative expressions.

Relevance in Contemporary Discourse

The themes explored in *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens* remain profoundly relevant today.
Discussions about racial justice, gender equality, and cultural heritage continue to be central in
contemporary dialogues, and Walker’s insights provide valuable perspectives. Her emphasis on
uncovering hidden histories and valuing diverse forms of creativity aligns with current efforts to

diversify literary and artistic canons.

Moreover, the book’s focus on intergenerational connections highlights the ongoing importance of
mentorship, memory, and legacy within marginalized communities. In an era marked by social
movements such as Black Lives Matter and #MeToo, Walker’s call to honor the past while forging new

expressions resonates strongly.



Key Features and Takeaways from *In Search of Our Mothers'

Gardens*

¢ Exploration of Black Women’s Creativity: The essays reveal how African American women have

contributed to cultural and artistic traditions despite systemic barriers.

 Blending of Personal and Historical Narratives: Walker’s combination of memoir and criticism

enriches the text’s emotional and intellectual appeal.

e Emphasis on Resilience and Legacy: The book highlights the strength and resourcefulness of

Black women across generations.

¢ |Influence on Feminist and African American Literature: The collection is foundational in

understanding intersectional identity and representation.

Walker's approach to storytelling and cultural critique invites readers to engage deeply with the
nuanced experiences of Black women artists. Her work challenges conventional narratives and

encourages a more inclusive understanding of artistic heritage.

The lasting influence of *In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens* by Alice Walker is evident in its
continued presence in academic curricula and its role in inspiring new literary voices. Through her
eloquent and thoughtful essays, Walker not only honors the creativity of her ancestors but also asserts

the enduring power of art as a form of resistance and self-expression.
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in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: In Search of Our Mother's Gardens Alice
Walker, 2011-12-29 The first collection of Alice Walker's non-fiction spanning fifteen years in the
career of this remarkable writer. This collection of essays is a celebration of the legacy of creativity -
especially the rich vein of women's stories and spirituality through the ages and how they nourish
the present. Alice Walker traces the umbilical thread linking writers through history - from her
discovery of Zora Neale Hurston and her collections of black folklore, to the work of Jean Toomer,
Buchi Emecheta and Flannery O'Connor. She also looks back at the highs and lows of the civil rights
movement, her early political development, and the place of women's traditions in art. Coining the
expression 'womanist prose', these are essays that value women's culture and strength, and the
handing on of the creative spark from one generation to another.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Alice Walker's "In Search of Our
Mothers' Gardens" Ceinwen Lois Carney, 1989

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens Alice
Walker, 1983

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Inheriting Our Mothers' Gardens Letty M.
Russell, 1988-01-01 This book represents a major contribution toward the development of a global
feminist theology. The personal histories and experiences of women of African, Asian,
Anglo-American, and Latin-American heritage recounted here make it possible to analyze the social
and historical contexts of their Christian faith. Their insights into the lives of those who have been
oppressed or excluded, in the Third World or in the United States, clear the way for understanding
the partnership of men and women everywhere.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Alice Walker Sterling Professor of
Humanities Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a selection of criticism devoted to the fiction of African
American author Alice Walker.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Not My Mother's Sister Astrid Henry,
2004-09-07 No matter how wise a mother's advice is, we listen to our peers. At least that's writer
Naomi Wolf's take on the differences between her generation of feminists -- the third wave -- and the
feminists who came before her and developed in the late '60s and '70s -- the second wave. In Not My
Mother's Sister, Astrid Henry agrees with Wolf that this has been the case with American feminism,
but says there are problems inherent in drawing generational lines. Henry begins by examining texts
written by women in the second wave, and illustrates how that generation identified with, yet also
disassociated itself from, its feminist foremothers. Younger feminists now claim the movement as
their own by distancing themselves from the past. By focusing on feminism's debates about
sexuality, they are able to reject the so-called victim feminism of Catherine MacKinnon and Andrea
Dworkin. Rejecting the orthodoxies of the second wave, younger feminists celebrate a woman's right
to pleasure. Henry asserts, however, that by ignoring diverse older voices, the new generation has
oversimplified generational conflict and has underestimated the contributions of earlier feminists to
women's rights. They have focused on issues relating to personal identity at the expense of collective
political action. Just as writers like Wolf, Katie Roiphe, and Rene Denfeld celebrate a new feminist
(hetero)sexuality posited in generational terms, queer and lesbian feminists of the third wave
similarly distance themselves from those who came before. Henry shows how 1970s lesbian
feminism is represented in ways that are remarkably similar to the puritanical portrait of feminism
offered by straight third-wavers. She concludes by examining the central role played by feminists of
color in the development of third-wave feminism. Indeed, the term third wave itself was coined by
Rebecca Walker, daughter of Alice Walker. Not My Mother's Sister is an important contribution to
the exchange of ideas among feminists of all ages and persuasions.
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in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens Alice
Walker, 2004-05-01

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens Alice
Walker, 1984

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: The Mother / Daughter Plot Marianne
Hirsch, 1989-10-22 Mothers and daughters -- the female figures neglected by classic psychoanalysis
and submerged in traditional narrative -- are at the center of this book. The novels of nineteenth-
and twentieth-century women writers from the Western European and North American traditions
reveal that the story of motherhood remains the unspeakable plot of Western culture. Focusing on
the feminine and, more controversially, on the maternal, this book alters our perception of both the
familial structures basic to traditional narrative -- the Oedipus story -- and the narrative structures
basic to traditional representations of the family -- Freud's family romance. Confronting
psychoanalytic theories of subject-formation with narrative theories, Marianne Hirsch traces the
emergence and transformation of female family romance patterns from Jane Austen to Marguerite
Duras.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Alice Walker Stephanie Fitzgerald, 2008
Examines the life and career of the African American woman who won the Pulitzer Prize for her
novel, The Color Purple.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: From Women's Experience to Feminist
Theology Linda Hogan, 2016-10-06 What are the implications of adopting a primacy of praxis
position in feminist theology? How can we respect the diversity of women's experience while
retaining it as a useful analytic category? Do these twin resources of women's experience and praxis
together imply that feminist theology is ultimately relativist? Through an analysis of the work of
some of today's key feminist theologians - Christian, womanist and post-Christian - Linda Hogan
considers these and other methodological questions.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: In Search of Our Mother's Gardens Alice
Walker, 1984 In her first collection of nonfiction, Alice Walker speaks out as a black woman, writer,
mother, feminist. Throughout the volume Walker explores the theories and practices of feminists and
feminism, incorporating what she calls the womanist tradition of black women. And in a vivid and
courageous memoir she tells of a scarring childhood injury and her daughter's healing words.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Encyclopedia of the Essay Tracy
Chevalier, 2012-10-12 This groundbreaking new source of international scope defines the essay as
nonfictional prose texts of between one and 50 pages in length. The more than 500 entries by 275
contributors include entries on nationalities, various categories of essays such as generic (such as
sermons, aphorisms), individual major works, notable writers, and periodicals that created a market
for essays, and particularly famous or significant essays. The preface details the historical
development of the essay, and the alphabetically arranged entries usually include biographical
sketch, nationality, era, selected writings list, additional readings, and anthologies

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: The Cambridge Companion to American
Women Playwrights Brenda Murphy, 1999-06-28 This volume addresses the work of women
playwrights throughout the history of the American theatre, from the early pioneers to contemporary
feminists. Each chapter introduces the reader to the work of one or more playwrights and to a way
of thinking about plays. Together they cover significant writers such as Rachel Crothers, Susan
Glaspell, Lillian Hellman, Sophie Treadwell, Lorraine Hansberry, Alice Childress, Megan Terry,
Ntozake Shange, Adrienne Kennedy, Wendy Wasserstein, Marsha Norman, Beth Henley and Maria
Irene Fornes. Playwrights are discussed in the context of topics such as early comedy and
melodrama, feminism and realism, the Harlem Renaissance, the feminist resurgence of the 1970s
and feminist dramatic theory. A detailed chronology and illustrations enhance the volume, which
also includes bibliographical essays on recent criticism and on African-American women playwrights
before 1930.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Feminism Beyond Modernism Elizabeth



A. Flynn, 2002

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: The Oxford History of the Novel in
English Cyrus R. K. Patell, Deborah Lindsay Williams, 2024-03-05 The Oxford History of the Novel
in English is a twelve-volume series presenting a comprehensive, global, and up-to-date history of
English-language prose fiction, written by a large, international team of scholars. The series is
concerned with novels as a whole, not just the 'literary' novel, and each volume includes chapters on
the processes of production, distribution, and reception, and on popular fiction and the fictional
sub-genres, as well as outlining the work of major novelists, movements, and tendencies. This book
offers an account of US fiction during a period demarcated by two traumatic moments: the eve of
the entry of the United States into the Second World War and the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The aftermath of the Second World War was arguably the high point of US nationalism, but in the
years that followed, US writers would increasingly explore the possibility that US democracy was a
failure, both at home and abroad. For so many of the writers whose work this volume explores, the
idea of nation became suspect as did the idea of national literature as the foundation for US writing.
Looking at post-1940s writing, the literary historian might well chart a movement within literary
cultures away from nationalism and toward what we would call cosmopolitanism, a perspective that
fosters conversations between the occupants of different cultural spaces and that regards difference
as an opportunity to be embraced rather than a problem to be solved. During this period, the novel
has had significant competition for the US public's attention from other forms of narrative and
media: film, television, comic books, videogames, and the internet and the various forms of social
media that it spawned. If, however, the novel becomes a residual form during this period, it is by no
means archaic. The novel has been reinvigorated over the past eighty years by its encounters with
both emergent forms (such as film, television, comic books, and digital media) and the emergent
voices typically associated with multiculturalism in the United States.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Deeper Shades of Purple Stacey M.
Floyd-Thomas, 2006-08 Womanist approaches to the study of religion and society have contributed
much to our understanding of Black religious life, activism, and women's liberation. This volume
explores the achievements of this movement, and evaluates some of the leading voices and different
perspectives within this field.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: A Womanist Reading of Hebrew Bible
Narratives as the Politics of Belonging from an Outsider Within Vanessa Lovelace, 2024-05-29
The U.S. Declaration of Independence of 1776 decreed that all men were created equal and were
endowed by their Creator with “certain unalienable Rights.” Yet, U.S.-born free and enslaved Black
people were not recognized as citizens with “equal protections under the law” until the passage of
the Fourteenth Amendment. Even then, White supremacists impeded the equal rights of Black
people as citizens due to their beliefs in the inferiority of Black people and that America was a nation
for White people. White supremacists turned to biblical passages to lend divine justification for their
views. A Womanist Reading of Hebrew Bible Narratives as the Politics of Belonging from an Outsider
Within analyzes select biblical narratives, including Noah’s curse in Genesis 9; Sarah and Hagar in
Genesis 16 and 21; Mother in Israel in Judges 5; and Jezebel, Phoenician Princess and Queen of
Israel in 1 and 2 Kings. This analysis demonstrates how these narratives were first used by ancient
biblical writers to include some and exclude others as members of the nation of Israel and then
appropriated by White supremacists in the antebellum era and the early twentieth century to do the
same in America. The book analyzes the simultaneously intersecting and interconnecting dynamics
among race, gender, class, and sexuality and biblical narratives to construct boundaries between “us
versus them,” particularly the politicization of motherhood to deny certain groups’ inclusion.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: The South as an American Problem Larry J.
Griffin, Don Harrison Doyle, 1995 In this volume, twelve authors take a challenging new look at the
South. Departing from the issue that has lately preoccupied observers of the South - the region's
waning cultural distinctiveness - the contributors instead look at the dynamics of the region's
long-troubled relationship with the rest of the nation. What they discover allows us all to view the




current state and future course of the South, as well as its link to the broader culture and polity, in a
new light. To envision the concept of the Problem South, and what it means to those within and
without the region, six historians have joined together with a sociologist, an economist, two literary
scholars, a legal scholar, and a journalist. Their essays, which range in subject from the South's
climate to its religious fundamentalism to its great outpouring of fiction and autobiography, are the
products of strong and independent minds that cut across disciplines, disagree among themselves,
blend contemporary and historical insights, and confront conventional wisdom and expedient
generalities. Although consensus among the contributors was never the goal of this collection, some
common themes do suggest themselves. Above all, there is not only a South defined by its
geography, history, and society, but also a mythic and metaphoric South - one continually
refashioned by national/regional discourse, trends and events. In addition, the South has long been a
mirror in which America has viewed itself. The nation has sought, time and again, to change the
region, but it has also used the South to expose and modify darker impulses of American culture.

in search of our mothers gardens alice walker: Novels of Everyday Life Laurie Langbauer,
2019-05-15 Laurie Langbauer argues that our worldview is shaped not just by great public events
but also by the most overlooked and familiar aspects of common life—the everyday. This sphere of
the everyday has always been a crucial component of the novel, but has been ignored by many
writers and critics and long associated with the writing of women. Focusing on the linked series of
novels characteristic of later Victorian and early modern fiction—such as Margaret Oliphant's
Carlingford Chronicles or the Sherlock Holmes stories—she investigates how authors make use of
the everyday as a foundation to support their versions of realism. What happens when—in the series
novel, or in contemporary theory—the everyday becomes a site of contestation and debate?
Langbauer pursues this question through the novels of Margaret Oliphant, Charlotte Yonge, Anthony
Trollope, and Arthur Conan Doyle—and in the writings of Dorothy Richardson, Virginia Woolf, and
John Galsworthy as they reflect on their Victorian predecessors. She also explores accounts of the
everyday in the works of such theorists as Henri Lefebvre, Michel de Certeau, and Sigmund Freud,
as well as materialist critics, including George Lukacs, Max Horkheimer, and Theodor Adorno. Her
work shows how these writers link the series and the everyday in ways that reveal different
approaches to comprehending the obscurity that makes up daily life.
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