
bible study philippians 1
**Bible Study Philippians 1: A Deep Dive into Paul's Letter of Joy and Encouragement**

bible study philippians 1 opens a window into one of the most uplifting and inspiring
letters in the New Testament. Written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, this
chapter is filled with themes of joy, perseverance, partnership in the gospel, and
unwavering faith. Whether you are new to Bible study or looking to deepen your
understanding, exploring Philippians 1 offers rich spiritual insights that resonate deeply
with believers facing challenges today.

Understanding the Context of Philippians 1

Before diving into the verses, it’s important to grasp the background of this epistle. Paul
wrote Philippians to the church in Philippi, a city in Macedonia, to encourage the believers
during a time of trial and uncertainty. Despite Paul’s imprisonment, his tone is remarkably
joyful and hopeful, emphasizing the power of Christ to sustain believers through any
circumstance.

Why Study Philippians 1?

Engaging in a bible study Philippians 1 session helps us understand how to maintain faith
and joy amidst struggles. This chapter sets the tone for the entire letter, showcasing
Paul’s gratitude for the Philippians’ partnership and his confidence in God’s purposes. It’s
a powerful reminder that our external situations do not dictate our internal peace and joy.

Key Themes in Philippians 1

Philippians 1 touches on several vital themes that are essential for Christian living and
growth.

Joy in Suffering

One of the most striking aspects of Philippians 1 is Paul’s joy despite his imprisonment. He
writes about rejoicing in the gospel, regardless of personal hardship. This theme
challenges readers to see trials not as setbacks but as opportunities for spiritual growth
and witness.



Partnership in the Gospel

Paul often refers to the Philippians as partners in the gospel. This partnership highlights
the importance of community and mutual support in ministry and personal faith journeys.
It reminds us that faith is not meant to be lived in isolation but shared with others for
encouragement and strength.

Confidence in God’s Providence

Throughout the chapter, Paul expresses confidence that God is at work in all situations.
Whether he faces life or death, Paul trusts that God’s plans are perfect and that Christ is
glorified through everything. This assurance encourages believers to trust God’s timing
and purposes, even when circumstances seem bleak.

Breaking Down Philippians 1: Verse Insights

A verse-by-verse exploration can deepen your understanding and appreciation of this
powerful chapter.

Verses 1-2: Greetings and Grace

Paul begins with a warm greeting, emphasizing grace and peace from God. This opening
sets a tone of divine blessing and connection between Paul and the Philippians, reminding
us of the importance of grace and peace in Christian relationships.

Verses 3-6: Thanksgiving and Confidence

Here, Paul thanks God for the Philippians’ partnership and prays with confidence that God
will continue the good work He started in them. This passage encourages believers to
reflect on the faithfulness of God in their own lives and the importance of persistent
prayer.

Verses 7-11: Partnership and Love

Paul expresses his affection and longing for the Philippians, highlighting their shared
faith. He prays that their love will abound more and more, leading to discernment and
purity. This reminds us that spiritual growth involves increasing love, knowledge, and
moral integrity.



Verses 12-18: Advancing the Gospel Despite Trials

Paul shares how his imprisonment has actually helped spread the gospel further. This
perspective flips the usual view of suffering as negative, showing that God can use every
circumstance for His glory. For modern readers, this is a powerful lesson in resilience and
perspective.

Verses 19-26: Life and Death in Christ

Paul wrestles with the tension between living to serve Christ and dying to be with Him.
His ultimate desire is that Christ be glorified, whether through life or death. This section
challenges believers to consider their own priorities and the eternal perspective that
shapes them.

Verses 27-30: Living Worthy of the Gospel

Paul urges the Philippians to conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel,
standing firm in one spirit and striving together. This call to unity and perseverance is
especially relevant for churches and individuals facing opposition or internal conflict.

Practical Applications from Bible Study
Philippians 1

Studying Philippians 1 is not just an academic exercise—it has real-life applications for
faith and daily living.

Embracing Joy in Difficulties

Paul’s example encourages believers to find joy even when life is hard. This doesn’t mean
denying pain but trusting God’s presence and purpose through it. Practicing gratitude and
focusing on God’s promises can help cultivate this joy.

Building Strong Spiritual Partnerships

Just as Paul valued his partnership with the Philippians, we can seek meaningful
relationships that strengthen our faith. Joining a Bible study group, serving together, or
simply encouraging one another can deepen our spiritual walk.



Living with an Eternal Perspective

Paul’s reflections on life and death challenge us to prioritize what lasts forever. When
faced with choices or challenges, remembering that our ultimate hope is in Christ can
reshape our decisions and attitudes.

Standing Firm in Faith

The call to live worthy of the gospel invites believers to be steadfast, courageous, and
united. Whether dealing with external opposition or internal struggles, maintaining a firm
faith testimony is vital.

Tips for Effective Bible Study Philippians 1

If you want to get the most out of your study of Philippians 1, consider these helpful tips:

Pray for Understanding: Begin with prayer, asking God to open your heart and
mind to His Word.

Read Slowly and Thoughtfully: Take your time with each verse, reflecting on what
it meant for Paul’s original audience and what it means for you today.

Use a Study Bible or Commentaries: These resources can provide historical
context and deeper explanations that enrich your reading.

Journal Your Insights: Writing down questions, revelations, or prayers helps
internalize the message.

Discuss with Others: Sharing your study with a group or partner can offer new
perspectives and encouragement.

Connecting Philippians 1 to Your Spiritual
Journey

Engaging with Philippians 1 invites ongoing reflection about how we live out our faith.
Whether you are facing hardships, seeking deeper joy, or wanting to strengthen your
relationships in Christ, this chapter provides timeless wisdom. Its emphasis on joy,
partnership, and perseverance resonates across cultures and generations, making it a
cornerstone for vibrant Christian living.



As you continue your bible study Philippians 1, allow Paul’s words to inspire and challenge
you. Let the chapter’s message of hope and encouragement motivate you to live boldly for
Christ, trusting that He is at work in every season of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Philippians 1?
The main theme of Philippians 1 is joy and encouragement in the faith, despite suffering
and challenges, as Paul expresses gratitude for the believers and prays for their spiritual
growth.

Who is the author of Philippians 1?
The author of Philippians 1 is the Apostle Paul, who wrote the letter while he was
imprisoned.

What does Paul say about his imprisonment in
Philippians 1?
Paul explains that his imprisonment has actually served to advance the gospel, as it has
become clear to others that he is in chains for Christ, encouraging boldness in preaching.

How does Paul express his feelings toward the
Philippians in chapter 1?
Paul expresses deep affection and gratitude toward the Philippians, thanking God for their
partnership in the gospel and praying for their love and discernment to grow.

What is Paul’s prayer for the Philippians in Philippians
1?
Paul prays that their love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,
so that they may be able to discern what is best and be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ.

What does Philippians 1 say about living and dying?
Paul states that to live is Christ and to die is gain, reflecting his desire to continue serving
Christ in life but also his confidence in eternal life after death.

How does Philippians 1 encourage believers facing
hardships?
Philippians 1 encourages believers to remain joyful and steadfast in faith, knowing that



their sufferings can serve to advance the gospel and that God’s purpose will be fulfilled
through their trials.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Depths of Bible Study Philippians 1: An Analytical Review**

bible study philippians 1 offers a rich and profound insight into the Apostle Paul's letter
to the Philippians, addressing themes of joy, perseverance, and spiritual growth amidst
adversity. This chapter serves as a foundational text for many seeking to understand early
Christian theology and practical applications for faith in challenging circumstances. As
one of the most studied chapters in the New Testament, Philippians 1 provides fertile
ground for theological reflection and personal edification, making it a focal point for both
scholars and lay readers engaged in Bible study.

Contextual Background of Philippians 1

Before delving into the contents of Philippians 1, it is essential to consider the historical
and situational context in which Paul wrote this epistle. Composed during Paul’s
imprisonment—likely in Rome—this letter addresses the Christian community in Philippi, a
key city in Macedonia. Despite Paul’s physical confinement, the tone of the letter,
particularly in chapter 1, is unexpectedly optimistic and filled with encouragement.

The socio-political environment of Philippi, a Roman colony with a strong military
presence, influenced the early church’s dynamics. The believers faced external pressures
and internal challenges, making Paul’s message of unity and joy especially poignant.
Understanding this backdrop enhances the depth of any bible study Philippians 1 session,
as it frames the Apostle's exhortations within real-world struggles.

In-Depth Analysis of Philippians 1

Paul begins the chapter with a warm greeting, expressing gratitude for the Philippians’
partnership in the gospel. This opening sets a tone of fellowship and shared mission,
emphasizing the communal nature of early Christian ministry. The Apostle’s
acknowledgment of their support reinforces the theme of unity, which permeates the
entire epistle.

Joy and Rejoicing Amidst Trials

One of the remarkable features of Philippians 1 is Paul’s insistence on rejoicing despite his
imprisonment. Verses 3-6 reveal a profound sense of joy rooted not in circumstances but
in spiritual assurance. Paul’s confidence that "he who began a good work in you will carry
it on to completion" (Philippians 1:6) underscores the theme of divine faithfulness and



perseverance.

This perspective challenges readers to consider the source of their own joy. In a world
where adversity often leads to despair, Paul’s attitude invites believers to adopt a faith-
centered rejoicing that transcends external conditions. This aspect of bible study
Philippians 1 often leads to discussions about the nature of Christian joy and its practical
implications in daily life.

The Advance of the Gospel Through Adversity

Verses 12-14 highlight another key motif: the advancement of the gospel even through
imprisonment. Paul’s imprisonment becomes a catalyst for spreading the message of
Christ, as it emboldens others to preach fearlessly. This paradoxical outcome invites an
analytical examination of how difficulties can serve as opportunities for spiritual growth
and evangelism.

Within bible study Philippians 1 contexts, this passage frequently prompts reflections on
resilience and the transformative power of faith in challenging times. It also raises
questions about the role of suffering in Christian witness, making it a critical point for
theological debate and personal application.

Paul’s Personal Reflection on Life and Death

The tension between life and death in Philippians 1:20-26 provides a profound meditation
on the Apostle’s mindset. Paul expresses a desire to "depart and be with Christ," which he
considers "better by far," yet he also recognizes the necessity of remaining alive to
continue ministering to the Philippians.

This duality presents a unique perspective on mortality and purpose, encouraging readers
to contemplate the balance between earthly responsibilities and eternal aspirations. In
bible study Philippians 1 sessions, this passage often serves as a catalyst for discussions
on vocation, legacy, and the meaning of Christian existence.

Key Themes and Their Relevance Today

Examining the major themes in Philippians 1 reveals timeless truths that resonate deeply
with contemporary audiences:

Joy in Trials: Paul’s example challenges modern believers to find joy irrespective of
life’s hardships.

Faithful Partnership: The emphasis on communal support underscores the
importance of Christian fellowship and mutual encouragement.



Purpose in Suffering: The text invites reflection on how suffering can be
redemptive and serve the greater mission.

Spiritual Growth: Assurance of God’s ongoing work in believers motivates
perseverance and hope.

These themes illustrate why bible study Philippians 1 remains a vital resource in both
personal and group study settings. Its messages are adaptable across cultural and
temporal boundaries, offering guidance for spiritual formation and resilience.

Comparative Insights with Other Pauline Letters

When comparing Philippians 1 with other epistles, such as Romans or Corinthians, distinct
nuances emerge. Unlike Romans, which conveys systematic theology, Philippians carries a
more personal and pastoral tone. The emphasis on joy and partnership is less pronounced
in letters like Galatians, which focus more on doctrinal correction.

This contrast enriches the bible study Philippians 1 experience by highlighting Paul’s
multifaceted approach to addressing different communities’ needs. It also demonstrates
how context shapes the Apostle’s message, providing a broader understanding of early
Christian communication strategies.

Practical Applications of Philippians 1 in Bible
Study

Engaging with Philippians 1 in a structured bible study can yield practical benefits for
individual believers and church groups. Here are some actionable takeaways often
emphasized:

Cultivate Joy: Emulate Paul’s example by consciously choosing joy even in difficult1.
situations.

Foster Community: Recognize the value of supportive relationships within the faith2.
community.

Embrace Suffering: View challenges as opportunities for spiritual growth and3.
testimony.

Commit to Spiritual Growth: Trust in God’s ongoing work to mature faith over4.
time.

These applications reinforce the chapter’s relevance beyond academic study, making bible



study Philippians 1 a transformative experience for participants seeking to live out their
faith authentically.

Resources for Deepening Bible Study Philippians 1

For those interested in expanding their understanding, numerous resources complement
the study of Philippians 1:

Commentaries: Scholarly works provide historical, linguistic, and theological
insights.

Group Study Guides: Facilitated discussions encourage communal reflection and
application.

Online Sermons and Lectures: Expert interpretations offer diverse perspectives
on key passages.

Devotional Literature: Daily reflections help internalize and personalize the
chapter’s themes.

Utilizing these tools can enhance the depth and breadth of bible study Philippians 1
sessions, catering to varying levels of familiarity and interest.

Exploring Philippians 1 through diligent study reveals a tapestry of encouragement,
theological richness, and practical wisdom. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to speak
to believers across generations, inspiring them to embrace joy, unity, and purpose even in
the face of adversity.
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contentment: the understanding of all Christ has done and is able to do for every believer. In
Philippians: A Self-Guided Study for Individuals or Groups, author Diane Junker offers a
chapter-by-chapter journey through the book of Philippians. The questions are designed to help
discover the meaning of the Bible passage by looking at one verse, one phrase, or even one word at
a time. The questions and helpful commentary quotes in this study guide help you uncover the
meaning of scripture and encourage you to apply these treasures of truth to your life. These words
of wisdom carry a powerful meaning for us today as we face many of the same obstacles and
pressures these early believers faced. In this letter, we find ourselves, like them, being led to the
source of joy that can be ours.
  bible study philippians 1: Bible Study Guide: 1 Corinthians Volume I Andrew J.
Lamont-Turner, Step into a world of ancient challenges, timeless truths, and transformative wisdom.
In Unveiling the Wisdom of 1 Corinthians, journey through the depths of Paul's heartfelt letters to
the Corinthians and discover a wellspring of guidance for your own life. Join a vibrant community
wrestling with divisions, moral dilemmas, and the pursuit of wisdom. As you turn each page, you'll
encounter Paul's powerful words that transcend time, speaking directly to the complexities of your
modern world. Uncover the secrets of true wisdom and the transformative power of love. Explore the
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Comments David Pratte, 2019-09-27 Bible study notes and commentary on the New Testament books
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instruct, and guide them. The simplicity of the book makes it useful. The objective manner of
explanation, as well as the questions for discussion at the end of each chapter, endears it to all. This
book is recommended for all who want to deepen their faith in the things of God or help others
deepen their faith.
  bible study philippians 1: Letters from Prison, Part One Vincent Smiles, Terence J. Keegan,
2019-12-02 Incarcerated numerous times for the defense of the gospel (Phil 1:16), Paul wrote
several letters from the confines of prison. Letters from Prison, Part One explores the letters of
Philippians and Philemon in four sessions, explaining the reason each letter was written and
addressing various themes such as joy, unity in Christ, reconciliation, and the close relationship
between Paul and his communities. Commentary, study and reflection questions, prayers, and access
to online lectures are included. 4 lessons.
  bible study philippians 1: Philippians and Galatians Stanley P. Saunders, 2001-08-01 The
letters to the Philippian and Galatian congregations illustrate well the passion and intensity of the
writing of the apostle Paul. Philippians is perhaps Paul's warmest letter, affirming the already close



relationship between the Philippians and Paul with the language of partnership, joy, and humility.
Galatians, on the other hand, reveals frustration and anger and lacks the expression of thanksgiving
typically found near the beginning of Paul's letters. Although Paul presumes a relationship of trust
and respect with the Philippians, the tone of Galatians suggests that he thinks he may already have
lost this community to an erroneous vision of the gospel - a perspective that was not really the
gospel at all.
  bible study philippians 1: Friendship with God Don Cousins, Judson Poling, 1992-08 Most
people approach God with a host of misunderstandings. Often, they need clarification about His
attitude toward having a relationship with them. This guide leads to a fresh discovery of God.
  bible study philippians 1: Scripture Workbook: for Personal and Group Bible Study and
Teaching the Bible; Second Edition; Volume I: the Essentials of the Faith Gary F. Zeolla,
2008-09-12 This book contains 20 Scripture Studies. These studies enable individuals or groups to
do in-depth, topical studies of the Bible. They are also invaluable to the Bible study teacher in
preparing lessons. This is Volume I of what will be two volumes. This volume covers the essential
doctrines of the Christian faith. It is these doctrines that separate the true Christian faith from cultic
and other deviations. Included are studies on such essential doctrines as the authority and reliability
of the Scriptures, the attributes of God, the Trinity, and forgiveness and salvation. The format is to
first present the Scriptural evidence for the author's conservative (or evangelical) viewpoint in one
or more studies. Then in one or more following studies, opposing viewpoints are presented. Then
rebuttals to these opposing viewpoints are given. Included in each study are hundreds of Scripture
references. So there will be no lack of material from which to begin your studies.
  bible study philippians 1: NLT One Year Chronological Study Bible Tyndale, 2022-09 The
greatest story ever told, in engaging chronological order. Discover this unique presentation of the
New Living Translation from Tyndale! This captivating and inspirational reading experience will help
you see God's Word in a whole new light as you go on a journey through the entire Bible broken
down into manageable daily readings. Key features include: 365 daily readings in chronological
order. Daily introductions. Daily discovery questions for personal reflection and application.
Easy-to-follow, 14-era format with era overviews. Articles on biblical themes. While there are many
chronological Bibles, study Bibles, and devotional Bibles, The One Year Chronological Study Bible
stands out as a Bible offering elements of each. It features a rare combination of study and
devotional content presented alongside the clear and accurate New Living Translation text, which
has been ordered chronologically and organized into 14 eras of history. It's God's story laid out as
we're used to reading a story--from beginning to end. Let The One Year Chronological Study Bible
help you get to know your Bible in a whole new way! --
  bible study philippians 1: David C. Cook's KJV Bible Lesson Commentary David C Cook,
2009-03 The David C. Cook Bible Lesson Commentary, NIV and KJV (formerly Peloubet's and
Tarbell's), contains fifty-two weeks of Bible lessons based on the International Sunday School
Lessons (ISSL) series. Each week's lesson includes extensive Bible commentary, teaching
suggestions, and questions for adults and youth. The DCC BLC is ideal for teachers with a limited
amount of time to study and prepare, and enables them to guide their class through all the major
Bible themes and books in a systematic manner. It's a one-stop Bible resource for any teacher of
youth or adults. With so much to offer, its no wonder teachers depend on it. A full year's curriculum
in one handy, value-priced reference. Takes classes through all the major Bible themes and books
systematically for better Bible learning. Offers solid, trustworthy content for both pastors and
teachers. Includes illuminating Bible backgrounds and commentary, daily home Bible readings,
lessons aimed for adult and youth classes, and much more. Ideal for those who have a limited
amount of time to study and prepare. A one-stop Bible resource that relates the truths of Scripture
to everyday life.
  bible study philippians 1: BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS Thomas Marshall, 2014-12-02 This
commentary volume is part of a series by Christian Publishing House (CPH) that covers all of the
sixty-six books of the Bible. These volumes are a study tool for the pastor, small group biblical



studies leader, or the churchgoer. The primary purpose of studying the Bible is to learn about God
and his personal revelation, allowing it to change our lives by drawing closer to God. The Book of
Philippians volume is written in a style that is easy to understand. The Bible can be difficult and
complex at times. Our effort within is to make it easier to read and understand, while also accurately
communicating truth. CPH New Testament Commentary will convey the meaning of the verses of the
book of Philippians. In addition, we will also cover the Bible background, the custom and culture of
the times, as well as Bible difficulties. Another important feature of CPH New Testament
Commentary is its range of information. We have made every effort to supply our readers with
important textual information in a simple way. In addition, the reader will be introduced to one of
the original languages of the Bible by way of transliteration (English letters), Greek. This thorough
information should benefit our readers in becoming more in-depth students of the fully inerrant,
inspired Word of God, as well as being better qualified to defend to anyone who asks them for a
reason for their hope.—1 Peter 3:15.
  bible study philippians 1: Morning and Evening Meditations from the Word of God
Michael J. Akers, 2014-03-18 There are many devotional books available containing brief, daily
inspirations that benefit all who read them. This book is different in two respects. The first is
obvious: it contains two readings per day—732 in all. The second, more important difference is that
the author wanted to do more than offer inspiration; this would make this book no different than so
many others. The messages in the book are study sketches in that the content is not only
inspirational, but also educational, challenging, and encouraging. Most of these writings were based
on author Michael J. Akers’s teaching of adult Bible studies for more than thirty years and learning
what really brought adults to want to deepen their knowledge and application of the Word of God.
  bible study philippians 1: Philippians and Philemon Charles B. Cousar, 2013-03-01 Paul's
letter to the church at Philippi is a moving insight into early Christianity. No letter displays Paul's
fondness for a church as much as Philippians, and this passion is accompanied by a profound sense
of thanksgiving for the church and its generosity. In this letter, Paul reminds the church of the first
day they heard the gospel, the present persecution that they experience in their imperial context,
and their true reality as citizens of heaven. Jesus Christ grounds this eschatological framework as
the one whom God has lifted up. But in Philippi Paul also faced opponents, and the interpretation of
the letter requires that the reader understand these people whose vision of Jesus was other than
Paul's. The short letter to Philemon tells the story of a Christian slave named Onesimus. Through
this appeal on Onesimus's behalf, Paul illustrates how the moral vision of social hierarchies, such as
the one between slave owner and slave, are dismantled in Christ. He calls Philemon and Onesimus
into a reconciliation that points to their shared participation in Christ. Together, these two letters
show Paul's vital passion for the church and the bonds that held early Christians together in their
faith. The New Testament Library offers authoritative commentary on every book and major aspect
of the New Testament, as well as classic volumes of scholarship. The commentaries in this series
provide fresh translations based on the best available ancient manuscripts, offer critical portrayals
of the historical world in which the books were created, pay careful attention to their literary design,
and present a theologically perceptive exposition of the text.
  bible study philippians 1: Walking with God Leader's Guide Don Cousins, Judson Poling, 1992
This leader's manual covers the first three guides in the Walking with God series. Reproduces the
materials in the students' guides and includes additional background material, suggestions, insights,
questions, and projects that add interest to discussions.
  bible study philippians 1: Habits of Highly Effective Christians Bible Study Guide Ron Meyers,
2003-06
  bible study philippians 1: Just One Hour Rev. Dr. Winelle Kirton-Roberts, 2022-06-07 “Go ye
therefore and teach all nations... Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you... (Matthew 28: 19a, 20a)” is the Great Commission of Jesus Christ. Jesus, in his ministry, taught
his followers the Word of God and mandated them to continue to teach all nations, peoples and
tongues. Today, Christian believers gather weekly for public worship. There is singing, praying,



musical renditions, reading of the scriptures, rites and sacraments and the preaching of the Word.
Unfortunately, most teaching ministries including the weekly Bible Studies attract little interest
resulting in small attendances. Busy schedules, inadequate preparation, and misguided focus are but
some of the reasons why our Churches are failing to fulfil the instructions of Jesus to teach. This
book, “Just One Hour,” is a prayerful, thoughtful, systematic, teaching tool that would inspire all
believers to go deeper into God’s word. The wide range of topics covered are important for
evangelism, discipleship, pastoral care, family life and social action. It is a book that can be used by
the believer at home for personal and family study as well as for leaders of small or large Bible Study
groups.
  bible study philippians 1: Commentary on the Letter to the Romans: Bible Study Notes and
Comments David Pratte, 2018-12-19 Bible study notes and commentary on the New Testament book
of Romans. Emphasizes understanding the text with practical applications. Intended to be helpful to
all Christians, including teachers and preachers, while avoiding an emphasis on technical issues.
Written from the conservative viewpoint of faith in the Bible as the absolute, inerrant, verbally
inspired word of God. Topics discussed include: The Old Law compared to the Gospel Salvation by
grace through faith Relationship of Jews and Gentiles The universal need for forgiveness God's
eternal plan for man's salvation The nation of Israel in God's plan Practical applications for Christian
  bible study philippians 1: A Categorical, Alphabetical Bible Study Vol. 2 Dr. Terry L.
Puett,
  bible study philippians 1: New Testament Essentials Robbie F. Castleman, 2014-07-17 Have
you ever been overwhelmed by the writings of the New Testament? This 12-session study helps us
hear Scripture in its own historical and cultural context before guiding us to apply it to our own
lives—a comprehensive overview to enrich our knowledge and deepen our faith.
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