history of ohio state football

History of Ohio State Football: A Legacy of Tradition and Triumph

history of ohio state football is a story rich with tradition, passion, and remarkable achievements
that have made the Buckeyes one of the most storied programs in college football. From its humble
beginnings in the late 19th century to becoming a powerhouse in the Big Ten Conference and national
stages, Ohio State football has captured the hearts of fans and shaped the sport's history in profound
ways. Let’s dive into the origins, pivotal moments, legendary figures, and cultural significance that
define this iconic program.

The Early Years: Foundations of a Football Powerhouse

The history of Ohio State football officially began in 1890 when the university fielded its first team. In
those early days, the sport was still developing in the United States, and Ohio State’s program was no
exception to the challenges typical of fledgling teams. With modest resources and a relatively small
following, the Buckeyes played their first game against Ohio Wesleyan University, marking the start of
what would become a century-spanning tradition.

Initial Challenges and Growth

Throughout the 1890s and early 1900s, Ohio State football struggled to find consistent success. The
team often faced stronger, more established programs and worked hard to build a competitive
identity. However, the dedication of early coaches and players laid the groundwork for what was to
come. The introduction of the Big Ten Conference (originally the Western Conference) in 1896,
although Ohio State joined later in 1912, provided a structured competitive environment that helped
elevate the program.

The Rise to Prominence: Joining the Big Ten and Early
Success

Ohio State’s admission into the Big Ten Conference in 1912 marked a turning point in their football
history. This affiliation exposed the Buckeyes to tougher competition and greater visibility, setting the
stage for their rise as a national contender.

Coaching Legends and Breakthrough Seasons

One of the most influential figures in the early history of Ohio State football was coach John Wilce,
who led the team from 1913 to 1928. Under Wilce's guidance, the Buckeyes won their first Big Ten
championship in 1916 and began crafting a winning culture. Wilce was also known for emphasizing
the importance of academics alongside athletics, a philosophy that continues to resonate within the



program.

Following Wilce, the arrival of coaches like Francis Schmidt and Paul Brown further elevated Ohio
State’s status. Schmidt’s offensive innovations in the 1930s made the Buckeyes a formidable force,
while Brown, who coached from 1941 to 1943, brought discipline and strategic mastery that set new
standards for the team.

The Woody Hayes Era: Defining Ohio State Football

No discussion about the history of Ohio State football is complete without highlighting the legendary
Woody Hayes, who coached the Buckeyes from 1951 to 1978. Hayes’ tenure is often regarded as the
golden era of Ohio State football, characterized by intense rivalries, national championships, and a
deeply ingrained winning mentality.

Building a Dynasty

Woody Hayes emphasized a power-running game, tough defense, and relentless effort — traits that
became synonymous with Ohio State football. Under his leadership, the Buckeyes won five national
championships (1954, 1957, 1961, 1968, and 1970) and 13 Big Ten titles. Hayes was also pivotal in
the development of rivalries, most notably with the University of Michigan, a contest that remains one
of college football’s fiercest and most celebrated.

Legacy Beyond the Field

Hayes was known for his fiery coaching style and passionate commitment to the game, often making
headlines for his emotional outbursts. Yet, his influence extended beyond wins and losses. He
mentored countless players who went on to succeed in professional football and life, embedding a
culture of discipline and loyalty that endures at Ohio State.

Modern Era: Continuing the Tradition of Excellence

After Hayes' departure in 1978, Ohio State football experienced periods of transition but consistently
remained a top program. The late 20th and early 21st centuries saw the Buckeyes adapt to the
evolving landscape of college football while maintaining their core identity.

Coaching Transitions and Adaptations

The coaching carousel included notable names such as Earle Bruce, John Cooper, and Jim Tressel,
each bringing unique strengths to the program. Tressel, in particular, rejuvenated Ohio State in the
2000s, leading the Buckeyes to a national championship in 2002 and multiple Big Ten titles. His focus
on strong defense, special teams, and recruiting helped the team regain national prominence.



The Urban Meyer Revolution

In 2012, Urban Meyer took over as head coach and immediately made a significant impact. Meyer's
innovative offensive schemes and emphasis on speed and versatility transformed Ohio State’s playing
style. The pinnacle of his tenure came with the 2014 national championship, where the Buckeyes
dominated the College Football Playoff, cementing their place among the elite programs in the
country.

Ohio State Football Culture and Fanbase

The history of Ohio State football is not just about wins and statistics; it’s deeply intertwined with the
culture of the university and the state. Ohio State football games, especially at the iconic Ohio
Stadium (known as "The Horseshoe"), are a communal experience that unites students, alumni, and
fans statewide.

Traditions That Define the Buckeyes

Several traditions have become central to Ohio State football’s identity, such as the marching band’s
famous Script Ohio, the "Buckeye Battle Cry," and the passionate rivalry games against Michigan and
other Big Ten foes. These customs create an atmosphere that is electric and unique to Ohio State,
fostering a lifelong bond between the team and its supporters.

Impact on the Community and Beyond

Beyond the field, Ohio State football has contributed to local economies, charitable causes, and the
broader narrative of college athletics. The program’s ability to produce NFL talent consistently also
highlights its role as a launching pad for athletes’ professional careers, further enhancing its
reputation.

Key Players Who Shaped Ohio State Football History

Throughout its long history, Ohio State has been home to numerous legendary players whose talents
and leadership helped define different eras of Buckeye football.

¢ Archie Griffin: The only two-time Heisman Trophy winner, Griffin’s skill and consistency in the
1970s made him an Ohio State icon.
e Chris Spielman: A fierce linebacker known for his intensity and leadership during the 1980s.

o Ezekiel Elliott: A modern star whose dominance at running back helped fuel Ohio State’s
success in the mid-2010s.



e Dwayne Haskins: A prolific quarterback who set numerous passing records and energized the
offense in the late 2010s.

These players, among many others, illustrate the caliber of talent that Ohio State has attracted and
developed over more than a century.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Ohio State Football

As the history of Ohio State football continues to unfold, the program shows no signs of slowing down.
With cutting-edge facilities, a dedicated coaching staff, and a passionate fanbase, the Buckeyes are
well-positioned to remain at the forefront of college football.

Recruiting remains a critical focus, as Ohio State consistently attracts some of the nation’s top high
school talent. Coupled with a commitment to academic excellence and community engagement, the
future promises to uphold the tradition of excellence that has defined Ohio State football for
generations.

Exploring the history of Ohio State football reveals a dynamic narrative of perseverance, innovation,
and community spirit. It's a testament to how a college football program can transcend sports to
become a symbol of pride and identity for an entire state and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Ohio State football program established?

The Ohio State football program was established in 1890.

Who was the first head coach of Ohio State football?

The first head coach of Ohio State football was Alexander S. Lilley, who coached the team in 1890.

How many national championships has Ohio State football
won?

Ohio State football has won eight recognized national championships, with titles in years including
1942, 1954, 1957, 1961, 1968, 1970, 2002, and 2014.

Who is the winningest head coach in Ohio State football
history?

Woody Hayes is the winningest head coach in Ohio State football history, coaching from 1951 to 1978
with 238 wins.



What is significant about the 2002 Ohio State football season?

In 2002, Ohio State won the BCS National Championship under coach Jim Tressel, defeating the
University of Miami in the Fiesta Bowl.

Which Ohio State player won the Heisman Trophy in 2014?

Running back Ezekiel Elliott won the Big Ten Player of the Year award in 2014, but the Ohio State
player who won the Heisman Trophy in 2014 was not from Ohio State; the 2014 Heisman winner was
Marcus Mariota from Oregon. However, Ohio State players like Archie Griffin won the Heisman in 1974
and 1975.

What is the significance of the Ohio State-Michigan football
rivalry?

The Ohio State-Michigan rivalry, known as 'The Game,' is one of the most storied and intense rivalries
in college football history, often determining the Big Ten champion and having national championship
implications.

When did Ohio State join the Big Ten Conference?

Ohio State joined the Big Ten Conference in 1912.

Who succeeded Woody Hayes as head coach of Ohio State
football?

Earle Bruce succeeded Woody Hayes as head coach of Ohio State football in 1979.

What is the Ohio State football team's mascot and nickname?

The Ohio State football team's nickname is the Buckeyes, and their mascot is Brutus Buckeye.

Additional Resources
History of Ohio State Football: A Legacy of Excellence and Tradition

history of ohio state football traces the evolution of one of college football’s most storied
programs. From its humble beginnings in the late 19th century to its rise as a perennial powerhouse
in the NCAA, Ohio State University’s football team has been a defining force in the sport. This article
delves into the significant milestones, influential coaches, and cultural impact that have shaped the
Buckeyes into a symbol of athletic excellence and competitive spirit.

Origins and Early Development

The history of Ohio State football began in 1890 when the university fielded its first football team. The



early years were characterized by modest success and gradual growth. Unlike some of the eastern
football powerhouses, Ohio State initially struggled to make a national impact, competing primarily
against regional rivals. The team’s formative years laid the groundwork for a competitive program

that would eventually rise to prominence.

In these early decades, the sport itself was evolving, with changes in rules and playing style
influencing how the Buckeyes approached the game. Ohio State’s commitment to developing a strong
football culture became evident as the university invested in coaching talent and athletic facilities.

Rise to Prominence: The Coaching Era of Paul Brown
and Woody Hayes

Paul Brown’s Foundational Impact

A pivotal figure in the history of Ohio State football is Paul Brown, who coached the Buckeyes from
1941 to 1943 before serving in World War Il. Brown’s innovative strategies and emphasis on discipline
transformed Ohio State’s approach to the game. Though his tenure was brief, his influence extended
beyond the field, contributing to the professionalization of coaching and team management.

Woody Hayes: The Architect of Modern Ohio State Football

Arguably the most iconic coach in the history of Ohio State football is Woody Hayes, who led the
Buckeyes from 1951 to 1978. Hayes' tenure was marked by a fierce commitment to a power-running
offense and a defense-first mentality. Under his leadership, Ohio State secured five national
championships and 13 Big Ten titles, solidifying its status as a dominant force in college football.

Hayes’ legacy is complex, blending remarkable success with controversy. His passionate coaching
style sometimes led to clashes with players and officials, culminating in his dismissal after an incident
in the 1978 Gator Bowl. Nevertheless, his impact on the program’s culture and winning tradition
remains undeniable.

Ohio State Football in the Modern Era

The Evolving Landscape: From John Cooper to Urban Meyer

Following Hayes’ departure, Ohio State experienced a period of fluctuating success. John Cooper,
head coach from 1988 to 2000, achieved a solid record but struggled against key rivals, particularly
Michigan. The team’s inability to consistently secure conference championships or national playoff
berths during this period highlighted the challenges of sustaining elite performance.



The arrival of Urban Meyer in 2012 marked a resurgence for Ohio State football. Meyer introduced a
dynamic offensive system and emphasized recruiting top-tier talent nationwide. His leadership
culminated in a national championship in 2014, the Buckeyes’ first in over three decades, reaffirming
the program’s place among college football’s elite.

Ryan Day and the Future of Ohio State Football

Since Urban Meyer’s retirement, Ryan Day has taken the helm, continuing the program’s tradition of
competitiveness. Day’s approach blends strategic innovation with a focus on player development,
ensuring Ohio State remains a contender within the Big Ten and on the national stage. His tenure
reflects the ongoing evolution of the program, adapting to the changing dynamics of college football,
including the College Football Playoff system and transfer portal.

Traditions and Rivalries That Define Ohio State
Football

Ohio State football is not just about wins and championships; it is steeped in traditions that resonate
deeply with players and fans alike. The “Script Ohio” formation performed by the marching band, the
iconic scarlet and gray uniforms, and the passionate fan base at Ohio Stadium—known as “The
Horseshoe”—all contribute to the program’s unique identity.

The intense rivalry with the University of Michigan, often dubbed “The Game,” is one of the most

storied rivalries in sports. This annual matchup carries significant implications for conference
standings and national rankings, fueling fierce competition and fan engagement.

Key Rivalries

¢ Michigan: The most famous and heated rivalry, dating back over a century.
e Penn State: A relatively newer rivalry but crucial within the Big Ten context.

e Notre Dame: A historic intersectional rivalry with national significance.

Ohio State Football: Impact and Legacy

The history of Ohio State football is not only a chronicle of athletic achievements but also an
illustration of the program’s role in shaping college football culture. Ohio State has produced
numerous NFL players, Heisman Trophy winners, and coaching legends, contributing substantially to
the sport’s professional and collegiate levels.



Moreover, the program has been a model for integrating athletics with academic and community
values, emphasizing the student-athlete experience. The Buckeyes’ ability to maintain competitive
excellence while fostering educational opportunities reflects a balance that many programs strive to
achieve.

As college football continues to evolve with advancements in training, technology, and governance,
Ohio State football’s history serves as a testament to adaptability and resilience. Its rich tradition,
marked by strategic innovation and passionate support, ensures that the Buckeyes will remain a
central figure in the sport’s narrative for years to come.
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history of ohio state football: Greatest Moments in Ohio State Football History Archie Griffin,
2006-09-01 Winning the 2003 national championship in dramatic fashion with a 31-24 upset of
top-ranked Miami in what many called the greatest college football game of all time undoubtedly
ranks as one of the most memorable moments in OSU football history. That moment, along with the
Buckeyes' national championships of 1942, 1954, 1957, 1961, and 1968, is captured in this
comprehensive collection of Ohio State's glorious triumphs on the gridiron. Beginning with a win
over Northwestern that capped a perfect 1916 season, the book chronicles dozens of the biggest
games in Buckeye history as well as highlighting some of the brightest stars to don the scarlet and
gray. Included are OSU's Heisman Trophy winners Les Horvath, Vic Janowicz, Hopalong Cassady,
Archie Griffin, and Eddie George, as well as legendary linemen such as Lou Groza, Jim Houston, Jim
Arker, Jim Stillwagon, John Hicks, Jim Lachey and Orlando Pace. Selected games include high-profile
non-conference showdowns and the biggest of the Big Ten matchups as well as Rose Bowls, Gator
Bowls, and Cotton Bowls, culminating with the incredible 2003 Fiesta Bowl. Whoever pronounced
that OSU's victory that January night was the program's brightest moment to date might be
surprised to find so many more special highlights brought to life in this book, a must for every
Buckeyes fan.

history of ohio state football: The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia Jack Park,
2003-06 The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia is the definitive description of one of the most
treasured and legendary traditions in American athletics. Chic Harley, Wes Fesler, Vic Janowicz,
Jack Tatum, Rex Kern, Randy Gradishar, Archie Griffin, Woody Hayes, Earle Bruce, Chris Spielman,
Eddie George, Craig Krenzel, Mike Doss, Jim Houston, Maurice Clarett and many more symbolize
the spirit, dedication and excellence of this proud heritage. Radio commentator Jack Park has
captured the essence of this unique custom, including inside descriptions of unsung players and
colorful individuals who have played fascinating roles in the creation of this legendary tradition.
Relive Ohio State's 2002 Championship Season and the double overtime Fiesta Bowl triumph over
top-ranked Miami. Discover how coaches Paul Brown and Woody Hayes were selected to direct the
Buckeye football program. Relive the '35 thriller against Notre Dame, the incredible Snow Bowl, the
improbable Fifth Quarter game, the Woody-and-Bo 10-year War, and the Buckeyes' exceptional win
over Purdue in 1968. Flash back with Bill Willis and Jim Parker, members of the College and
Professional Football Halls of Fame.
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history of ohio state football: All-time History of the Battling Buckeyes, the Story of
Ohio State University Football from 1890-1952 Tom Thomson, 1952

history of ohio state football: Die-Hard Fan's Guide to Buckeye Football Mark Rea,
2009-09-08 The Diehard Fan's Guide to Buckeye Football takes you back to the humble beginnings
of football at The Ohio State University, and works its way Across the Field through nearly 120 years
of Buckeye football legends. Rea includes complete coverage of the national championship seasons,
the rich history of Ohio Stadium, recounts of the Horseshoe's greatest games, and more.

history of ohio state football: The History of Soccer in Greater Cleveland From 1906 until
1981 Thomas Hatfield, 2014-07-24 The History of Soccer in Greater Cleveland from 1906 until 1981
covers the Beginnings (1906-1919), the Golden Age (1920-1932), Period of Decline (1933-1945),
Period of Revival (1946-1966) and the Early Modern Period (1967-1981).

history of ohio state football: Saint Woody Bob Hunter, 2022-09 Saint Woody is a Bill
Bryson-style look at Ohio State football and the spiritual fanaticism that surrounds it.

history of ohio state football: Ohio State Football Ann Byers, 2013-07-15 Ohio State has had
one of the most winning teams in college football for nearly a hundred years. The Buckeyes have
won seven national titles and been conference champion thirty-four times. Seven of its players have
received the Heisman Trophy and seventy-eight have been named All American. Thirty players or
coaches have been inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame and eight are in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame. In 2009 ESPN ranked the team the third most prestigious in the country. Renowned
coaches who are highlighted in this thrilling volume about Buckeye football include John Wilce, Chic
Harley, Francis Schmidt, Woody Hayes, John Cooper, and Jim Tressel, and exalted players such as
Bill Willis, Les Horvath, Vic Janowicz, Howard Cassady, Dick LeBeau, Archie Griffin, and Joe
Germaine are showcased. Sidebars offer sports enthusiasts engaging information, such as that on
the Gold Pants Club, the Tunnel of Pride, and the Buckeye Battle Cry. A timeline helps the reader to
access pertinent facts quickly.

history of ohio state football: 100 Things Buckeyes Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Andrew Buchanan, 2014-09-01 With traditions, records, and Buckeye lore, this lively, detailed book
explores the personalities, events, and facts every Ohio State fan should know. It contains crucial
information such as important dates, player nicknames, memorable moments, and outstanding
achievements by singular players. This guide to all things Buckeyes covers the team's seven National
Championships and six Heisman Trophy winners. Now updated through the 2013 season, new
chapters include the hiring of Urban Meyer, the emergence of Braxton Miller, and the 2012 and
2013 undefeated seasons.

history of ohio state football: Yale Football Through the Years Rich Marazzi, 2020-02-05
Chronicling Yale football from its 1872 inception to the present, this volume offers a comprehensive
coverage of the most important games, including all Yale-Harvard contests, most Yale-Princeton
games, record-making performances, great plays and more. Human-interest anecdotes offer a
sidebar to the game or era covered, giving color to the storied history of Yale football. The evolution
is traced of rules that transformed a game combining soccer and rugby into the football we know
today.

history of ohio state football: Democracy in Session David M. Gold, 2009 For more than 200
years no institution has been more important to the development of the American democratic polity
than the state legislature, yet no political institution has been so neglected by historians. Although
more lawmaking takes place in the state capitals than in Washington D.C., scholars have lavished
their attention on Congress, producing only a handful of histories of state legislatures. Most of those
histories have focused on discrete legislative acts rather than on legislative process, and all have
slighted key aspects of the legislative environment: the parliamentary rules of play, the employees
who make the game possible, the physical setting--the arena--in which the people's representatives
engage in conflict and compromise to create public policy. This book relates in fascinating detail the
history of the Ohio General Assembly from its eighteenth-century origins in the Northwest Territory
to its twenty-first-century incarnation as a full-time professional legislature. Democracy in Session




explains the constitutional context within which the General Assembly functions, examines the
evolution of legislative committees, and explores the impact of technology on political contests and
legislative procedure. It sheds new light on the operations of the House and Senate clerks' offices
and on such legislative rituals as seat selection, opening prayers, and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Partisan issues and public policy receive their due, but so do ethics and decorum, the election of
African American and female legislators, the statehouse, and the social life of the members.
Democracy in Session is, in short, the most comprehensive history of a state legislature written to
date and an important contribution to the story of American democracy.

history of ohio state football: Ohio State University Football Vault Jack Park, 2008-04 Ohio
State Football Radio Network commentator and football speaker Jack Park takes you on a
memorable journey through more than 100 years of Buckeye football. The detailed scrapbook
narrative contains never before-published vintage photographs, artwork and memorabilia drawn
from OSU s extensive campus archives. Tucked into dozens of sleeves and pockets, fans will find
reproductions of old game programs, historic tickets, bumper stickers and more. These fascinating
replicas include a formation diagram for the band s famous Script Ohio, a letter from President
Gerald Ford to Woody Hayes and those classic Buckeye helmet stickers. No Ohio State fan should be
without this home archive of OSU s long and illustrious history.

history of ohio state football: Ohio State Buckeyes Marty Gitlin, 2013-08-01 Fight the team
across the field! The men of the scarlet and grey are here! Much like a 97-yard drive, Ohio State
Buckeyes will continue to march unopposed down the field with colorful, fact-filled storytelling that
details the history, legacy, and prestige of The Ohio State University college football program. It's so
good, even Michigan fans would have to admit it. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated
to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.

history of ohio state football: Nick Saban vs. College Football Christopher Walsh,
2014-09-01 When coach Nick Saban arrived in Tuscaloosa in 2007, he boldly proclaimed We want to
be a champion in everything that we do. Since that time, Alabama has won three national
championships and become the nation's number one destination for recruits and the top source of
NFL talent while simultaneously graduating its players. No other program has won more games,
captured more awards, or come close to approaching the kind of consistent success as the Crimson
Tide. In Nick Saban vs. College Football, author Christopher Walsh not only explains what separates
Saban from his peers and compares his accomplishments to some of the all-time legends, but tells
why, if there were a Mount Rushmore of college football coaches, Saban's face would already be on
it. From his upbringing in West Virginia to his relationship with legendary coach Bill Belichick, the
process has not only led to Saban having a statue along Alabama's Walk of Champions in front of
Bryant-Denny Stadium, but the establishment of a new standard that may be unparalleled in college
football history.

history of ohio state football: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2003

history of ohio state football: Buckeye Madness Joe Menzer, 2007-11-01 The Ohio State
Buckeyes, one of the most storied college football programs in the nation, have a rich and colorful
history that spans more than a century. In Buckeye Madness Ohio native Joe Menzer tells the
exhilarating story of the Scarlet and Gray from the days of Woody Hayes in the late 1960s to Jim
Tressel and OSU's recent national championship. In the fall of 1968, Hayes's Buckeyes went 10-0
and won the national championship—a feat that the Buckeyes wouldn't repeat until January 2003,
when an underdog OSU team upset the heavily favored Miami Hurricanes in an epic
double-overtime national title game. In between those championships, scores of outstanding players
took the field in Ohio Stadium, such as the legendary Archie Griffin, the last (and likely the only)
player to win the Heisman Trophy twice. Ohio State fans will enjoy Menzer's descriptions of such
Buckeye greats as Rex Kern, Chris Spielman, and Heisman winner Eddie George, among many
others, along with his accounts of some great, and not-so-great, Ohio State teams in recent decades.
Menzer explains how the game has changed in the years since Woody Hayes called the plays, and
especially how the coaches themselves have had to change as concerns about off-the-field activities



grew in importance. Hayes's immediate successors—Earle Bruce and John Cooper—were very
different personalities from the incendiary Hayes; Tressel is a throwback to the Hayes era in many
ways, yet he must deal with different issues as dictated by the changing times. But as Buckeye
Madness makes clear in some unforgettable anecdotes, one thing will never change: the Ohio
State-Michigan game remains the greatest rivalry in college football, a date circled months in
advance on calendars in Columbus and Ann Arbor.

history of ohio state football: When Oberlin was King of the Gridiron Nat Brandt, 2001 In
October 1892, a young law graduate, John Heisman, assumed the unpaid position as coach of
Oberlin College's football squad. This bespectacled, stoop-shouldered young man led the team to an
undefeated first season. This book recounts the story of the Oberlin fans, players, heroes, and rivals.

history of ohio state football: British Sport Richard William Cox, 2003 Volume three of a
bibliography documenting all that has been written in the English language on the history of sport
and physical education in Britain. It lists all secondary source material including reference works, in
a classified order to meet the needs of the sports historian.

history of ohio state football: British Sport: a Bibliography to 2000 Richard Cox, 2013-12-16
Volume one of a bibliography documenting all that has been written in the English language on the
history of sport and physical education in Britain. It lists all secondary source material including
reference works, in a classified order to meet the needs of the sports historian.

history of ohio state football: Ebony, 1976-02 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.
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