focus on the family conversion therapy

Focus on the Family Conversion Therapy: Understanding Its Impact and
Controversies

focus on the family conversion therapy is a phrase that often surfaces in
discussions surrounding LGBTQ+ issues, religious beliefs, and mental health.
At its core, conversion therapy refers to practices aimed at changing an
individual's sexual orientation or gender identity, typically from LGBTQ+ to
heterosexual or cisgender. Among various organizations historically linked to
promoting or endorsing these practices, Focus on the Family has been a
prominent name. This article dives into what Focus on the Family conversion
therapy entails, the surrounding debates, and the broader implications for
individuals and society.

What Is Focus on the Family Conversion Therapy?

Focus on the Family is a conservative Christian organization that has long
championed traditional family values. Historically, it has supported the
notion that homosexuality is a behavior or condition that can and should be
changed. This belief has led the group to endorse or promote conversion
therapy methods, which can include counseling sessions, prayer, and various
psychological interventions designed to alter a person’s sexual orientation
or gender identity.

Conversion therapy, in the context of Focus on the Family, is often framed as
a pathway to spiritual healing or restoration. The organization has published
materials and resources that suggest same-sex attraction is something to
overcome through faith-based efforts. While the group has moderated some of
its rhetoric over time, its legacy remains intertwined with the controversial
practice of conversion therapy.

The Methods Behind Conversion Therapy

Conversion therapy is not a standardized treatment; rather, it encompasses a
range of practices that vary greatly depending on the provider and the
religious or cultural context. Some common techniques associated with Focus
on the Family conversion therapy and similar programs include:

e Counseling and Talk Therapy: Sessions aimed at exploring the root causes
of same-sex attraction, often with an emphasis on identifying and
"correcting" underlying emotional or spiritual issues.

e Prayer and Spiritual Guidance: Encouraging individuals to seek divine
intervention to change their orientation, sometimes accompanied by group
prayer or religious rituals.

e Behavioral Modification: Attempts to suppress same-sex attraction
through aversive techniques or reinforcement of heterosexual behaviors.

e Support Groups: Facilitated peer groups where participants share
experiences and encourage adherence to heterosexual norms.



While these methods are promoted by some conservative organizations, it’s
important to note that mainstream medical and psychological communities
widely reject conversion therapy due to its ineffectiveness and potential
harm.

The Controversy Surrounding Conversion Therapy

Conversion therapy, including practices linked to Focus on the Family, has
been the subject of intense criticism and condemnation worldwide. Medical
associations such as the American Psychological Association (APA), the World
Health Organization (WHO), and many others have declared conversion therapy
both unethical and harmful.

Psychological and Emotional Impact

Many who have undergone conversion therapy report severe psychological
distress. The process can lead to increased feelings of shame, anxiety,
depression, and in extreme cases, suicidal ideation. The premise that one's
natural sexual orientation or gender identity is wrong or sinful contributes
to long-lasting emotional scars.

Legal and Social Repercussions

In response to growing evidence of harm, several countries and states have
banned conversion therapy, particularly for minors. Focus on the Family’s
historical promotion of conversion therapy has faced backlash, with calls for
accountability and reform. Socially, the practice has become a symbol of
discrimination against LGBTQ+ individuals, prompting advocacy for acceptance
and equal rights.

Focus on the Family’'s Evolution and Current
Stance

Over the years, Focus on the Family has adjusted its messaging in response to
cultural shifts and criticism. While the organization still upholds
traditional Christian teachings regarding sexuality, it has distanced itself
somewhat from explicit promotion of conversion therapy.

From Advocacy to Counseling

Focus on the Family now emphasizes counseling that supports individuals and
families dealing with questions about sexuality and gender identity, often
focusing on faith-based approaches without overt attempts to “convert”
someone’s orientation. However, critics argue that the underlying message
remains unchanged — that heterosexuality is the preferred or “biblical” norm.



Resources and Programs Offered

The organization continues to provide:

e Faith-centered counseling resources
e Fducational materials about sexuality and family dynamics

e Support for parents navigating their children's LGBTQ+ identities

This shift from direct conversion therapy to broader counseling reflects a
nuanced approach, though the controversies surrounding their earlier stance
still inform public perception.

The Broader Context: Conversion Therapy in
Society

Focus on the Family conversion therapy is Jjust one instance within a larger

global conversation about how society treats LGBTQ+ individuals. Conversion

therapy practices, often rooted in religious or cultural beliefs, persist in
various forms worldwide — from formal therapy sessions to informal pressure

within families or communities.

The Role of Religion and Culture

Many advocates of conversion therapy come from religious backgrounds where
non-heteronormative identities are viewed as incompatible with faith
teachings. Focus on the Family represents this intersection of religion and
sexuality, highlighting how faith can both provide support and impose
restrictions.

Advocacy and Change

In recent decades, increased awareness about the harms of conversion therapy
has led to:

e Legislation banning or restricting conversion therapy

e Increased support for LGBTQ+ mental health services

e Public campaigns promoting acceptance and understanding

These efforts aim to replace harmful practices with affirming approaches that
respect individual identity and promote well-being.



Understanding the Impact on Families

One of the core audiences for Focus on the Family’s messaging has always been
parents and families grappling with a loved one’s LGBTQ+ identity. Conversion
therapy often targets families with the promise of “restoring” traditional
family dynamics.

Challenges Faced by Parents

Parents may feel confused, fearful, or uncertain about how to support their
children. Focus on the Family conversion therapy often appeals to these
concerns by suggesting a path to “fix” what some see as a problem. However,
this can create tension, alienation, and emotional distance within families.

Alternative Approaches to Family Support
Many mental health experts recommend:
e Open communication and active listening

e Seeking affirming counseling that validates the child’s identity

e Fducating oneself about LGBTQ+ experiences and challenges

These strategies promote healthier family relationships and emotional
resilience.

Moving Forward: What Can Individuals Do?

If you or someone you know is encountering conversion therapy or the
ideologies promoted by groups like Focus on the Family, it’s important to be
informed and seek support.

Recognizing Harmful Practices

Be aware of signs that a counseling or therapy approach is trying to change
one’s sexual orientation or gender identity. Red flags include:

e Pressure to deny or suppress authentic feelings

e Use of shame or guilt as motivators

e Promoting heterosexuality as the only acceptable outcome



Finding Affirming Support

Look for mental health professionals and support groups that embrace LGBTQ+
identities and focus on acceptance rather than change. Many organizations
provide safe spaces for individuals and families to explore identity without
Jjudgment .

In the evolving landscape of LGBTQ+ rights and mental health, understanding
the history and impact of Focus on the Family conversion therapy is critical.
It reminds us of the importance of compassion, evidence-based care, and
respect for every individual’s authentic self.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Focus on the Family's stance on conversion
therapy?

Focus on the Family has historically supported conversion therapy, advocating
for efforts to change an individual's sexual orientation through counseling
based on their religious beliefs.

Has Focus on the Family changed its views on
conversion therapy?

As of recent years, Focus on the Family continues to support counseling that
aims to help individuals align their sexual behavior with their faith, though
public discourse and policies around conversion therapy have evolved
significantly.

What criticisms has Focus on the Family faced
regarding conversion therapy?

Focus on the Family has faced criticism from LGBTQ+ advocacy groups and
mental health organizations for promoting conversion therapy, which is widely
regarded as harmful and discredited by major medical associations.

Is conversion therapy legal in the United States
where Focus on the Family operates?

Conversion therapy is banned in several U.S. states and municipalities, but
it remains legal in others. Focus on the Family operates primarily from
Colorado, where there is no statewide ban on conversion therapy for minors as
of now.

Does Focus on the Family offer conversion therapy
services directly?
Focus on the Family does not typically provide conversion therapy services

directly but supports ministries and counseling programs that promote their
views on sexual orientation and gender identity.



How does Focus on the Family justify its support for
conversion therapy?

Focus on the Family justifies its support for conversion therapy on religious
grounds, emphasizing personal choice, spiritual growth, and the belief in the
possibility of change consistent with their interpretation of biblical
teachings.

What impact has Focus on the Family had on public
policy regarding conversion therapy?

Focus on the Family has been an influential voice in opposing bans on
conversion therapy, lobbying policymakers to protect what they see as
religious and parental rights to access such counseling.

Additional Resources

Focus on the Family Conversion Therapy: An Investigative Review

focus on the family conversion therapy is a subject that has garnered
significant attention and debate over recent decades. As a controversial
practice aimed at changing an individual's sexual orientation or gender
identity, conversion therapy has been both criticized and defended in various
social, religious, and psychological contexts. Focus on the Family, a
prominent conservative Christian organization, has been associated with
promoting or supporting conversion therapy principles, making it a focal
point in discussions surrounding the ethics, effectiveness, and implications
of such interventions. This article provides a comprehensive, neutral, and
analytical review of focus on the family conversion therapy, exploring its
origins, methodologies, controversies, and the broader societal impact.

Historical Context and Organizational
Background

Focus on the Family was founded in 1977 by James Dobson as a conservative
Christian organization aimed at promoting traditional family wvalues. Over
time, its advocacy has extended to various issues, including opposition to
same-sex marriage and support for what it terms “sexual purity.” Within this
framework, focus on the family conversion therapy has often been promoted as
a pathway for individuals experiencing same-sex attraction to align their
behaviors and identities with conservative Christian teachings.

Conversion therapy itself dates back to the early 20th century, with roots in
psychoanalytic and religious attempts to "cure" homosexuality. Focus on the
Family’s endorsement of such practices aligns with a theological viewpoint
that regards non-heteronormative orientations as incompatible with biblical
teachings. This historical backdrop is crucial to understanding the
organization's position and its influence on the persistence of conversion
therapy in some communities.



Methods and Approaches in Focus on the Family
Conversion Therapy

The methods associated with focus on the family conversion therapy are
diverse but generally encompass counseling, prayer, and behavioral
modification techniques aimed at altering sexual orientation or gender
identity. Unlike some clinical therapeutic practices, these interventions
often emphasize spiritual guidance alongside psychological counseling.

Psychological Counseling and Spiritual Support

One of the key features of focus on the family conversion therapy is the
integration of faith-based counseling. Individuals undergoing such therapy
are typically encouraged to explore their sexuality through the lens of
Christian doctrine, often with the goal of achieving what is described as
"sexual wholeness." This process may involve:

e Individual or group counseling sessions focused on identifying and
overcoming perceived sinful desires.

e Prayer and scripture study as tools to reinforce spiritual commitment
and reshape identity.

e Mentorship programs connecting individuals with others who have

purportedly experienced “successful” outcomes through conversion
therapy.

Behavioral Interventions and Lifestyle Changes

In addition to counseling, focus on the family conversion therapy sometimes
promotes behavioral changes, such as abstinence from same-sex relationships
and reinforcement of heterosexual norms. These strategies may include:

e Encouragement of celibacy for individuals who do not experience a change
in orientation.

e Participation in community activities aimed at reinforcing traditional
gender roles.

e Use of aversion techniques, though these are less common and more
heavily criticized in modern practice.

Controversies and Criticisms

The practice of conversion therapy, particularly as endorsed or supported by
groups like Focus on the Family, has faced extensive criticism from major



medical, psychological, and human rights organizations. The American
Psychological Association, for example, has condemned conversion therapy,
citing evidence of harm and lack of efficacy.

Psychological and Emotional Impact

Research has documented the potential harms of conversion therapy, including
increased risk of depression, anxiety, self-harm, and suicidal ideation among
participants. Critics argue that focus on the family conversion therapy’s
emphasis on changing orientation can lead to internalized stigma, shame, and
psychological distress, particularly in young and vulnerable populations.

Legal and Ethical Challenges

Several jurisdictions have moved to ban or restrict conversion therapy
practices, recognizing them as unethical and harmful. These legal
developments often put organizations like Focus on the Family under scrutiny,
as their promotion of conversion therapy collides with evolving societal
norms and human rights standards. Ethical debates continue regarding the
balance between religious freedom and protection from harmful practices.

Comparative Perspectives and Broader
Implications

It is important to contextualize focus on the family conversion therapy
within the broader landscape of LGBTQ+ acceptance and mental health care.
While some religious groups advocate for these therapies as part of faith-
based healing, mainstream mental health professionals emphasize affirmation
and support rather than change-oriented interventions.

Affirmative Therapy vs. Conversion Therapy

Affirmative therapy focuses on supporting individuals in accepting their
sexual orientation or gender identity, fostering resilience and well-being.
In contrast, conversion therapy seeks to change these core aspects of
identity, often resulting in conflict with professional mental health
guidelines.

Impact on Families and Communities

Focus on the family conversion therapy reflects a broader cultural tension
between conservative religious values and LGBTQ+ rights. Families involved in
such therapies may experience strain, as individuals navigate between
personal identity and familial or religious expectations. Communities that
support conversion therapy often see it as a means of preserving traditional
values, yet this stance frequently alienates LGBTQ+ members and fuels social
polarization.



Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Despite growing opposition, focus on the family conversion therapy and
similar approaches continue to find support in certain circles. However,
increased visibility of LGBTQ+ issues, legal restrictions, and evolving
public opinion challenge the sustainability of these practices.

Shift Towards Supportive Alternatives

Some organizations, including those originally aligned with conservative
Christian values, are gradually adopting more supportive frameworks that
prioritize mental health without attempting to change sexual orientation.
This shift reflects a growing acknowledgment of the limitations and harms
associated with conversion therapy.

Policy and Advocacy Developments

As governments and advocacy groups push for comprehensive bans on conversion
therapy, the dialogue surrounding focus on the family conversion therapy is
likely to intensify. Monitoring these developments is essential for
understanding the intersection of religion, mental health, and human rights.

The discourse around focus on the family conversion therapy exemplifies the
complex interplay between faith, identity, and societal norms. While the
organization’s stance resonates with some communities, the broader consensus
in health and human rights circles increasingly challenges the legitimacy and
ethics of conversion therapy practices. This evolving landscape underscores
the importance of informed, compassionate dialogue grounded in evidence and
respect for individual dignity.
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focus on the family conversion therapy: Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality, Revised and
Expanded Edition Jack Rogers, 2009-04-14 In this revised and expanded best seller, Rogers argues
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using biblical passages to oppress marginalized groups, argues for a Christ-centered reading of
Scripture, debunks stereotypes about gays and lesbians, and explores texts used most frequently
against homosexuals and gay ordination. In this newly revised edition, he maps the recent progress
of major U.S. denominations toward full equality for LGBT persons, adds a new chapter that
examines how Scripture is best interpreted by Jesus' redemptive life and ministry, and updates his
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own efforts and experiences. The book also includes a guide for group study or personal reflection.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Handbook of LGBT-affirmative Couple and Family
Therapy Jerry J. Bigner, Joseph L. Wetchler, 2012 Handbook of LGBT-Affirmative Couple and Family
Therapy provides a comprehensive and specific overview, spanning thirty chapters, of the diverse
and complex issues involved in LGBT couple and family therapy.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Martyrs and Migrants Candace Lukasik, 2025-03-25
By thinking with Coptic Orthodox Christians, this book broadly reveals how transnational
translations of spiritual kinship are forged through theological histories of martyrdom and of blood,
demonstrating the global dynamics and imperial politics of contemporary Christianity--

focus on the family conversion therapy: Desirable Belief Margaret D. Kamitsuka,
2024-09-10 Desirable Belief: A Theology of Eros is a work of critical and constructive theology
informed by the phenomenon of erotic love. Within the Christian tradition, passion has long been
associated with sinful lust, incurring shaming and accusations of narcissism. Contemporary
theologies of eros, on the other hand, extol sexual desire as God-given, even sacred. This book
eschews these two extremes through an examination of the complexities of love and desire, as
narrated in biblical texts, allegorized by church fathers, manifested in the lives of mystics, analyzed
in psychodynamic theory, and depicted in poetry, literature, and Christian art. The volume pairs
writers on love as different as Augustine and Jane Austen or Angela of Foligno and Simone de
Beauvoir. Desirable Belief argues that eros is human and, as such, informs the Chalcedonian claim of
Christ as fully God and fully human. A christological perspective that takes eros into account, in
turn, affects the doctrine of the bodily ascension of Christ, the nature of resurrected bodies in
heaven, and whether trinitarian impassibility is still a coherent concept.

focus on the family conversion therapy: You Mean It or You Don't Jamie McGhee, Adam
Hollowell, 2022-06-14 After a speech at UMass Amherst on February 28, 1984, James Baldwin was
asked by a student: You said that the liberal facade and being a liberal is not enough. Well, what is?
What is necessary? Baldwin responded, Commitment. That is what is necessary. You mean it or you
don't. Taking up that challenge and drawing from Baldwin's fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and
interviews, You Mean It or You Don't will spur today's progressives from conviction to action. It is
not enough, authors Hollowell and McGhee urge us, to hold progressive views on racial justice,
LGBTQ+ identity, and economic inequality. True and lasting change demands a response to
Baldwin's radical challenge for moral commitment. Called to move from dreams of justice to living it
out in communities, churches, and neighborhoods, we can show that we truly mean it. Welcome to
life with James Baldwin. It is raw and challenging, inspired and embodied, passionate and fully
awake.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Ex-Gay Research Jack Drescher, Kenneth ] Zucker,
2013-04-03 Defenders and critics of the controversial Spitzer study analyze its methodologies and
findings In 2001, Robert L. Spitzer, MD, presented his study on sexual conversion therapy with its
controversial findings that some homosexuals can change their sexual orientation. The resulting
media sensation and political firestorm enraged the study’s critics and emboldened its supporters.
Ex-Gay Research: Analyzing the Spitzer Study and Its Relation to Science, Religion, Politics, and
Culture presents leading experts examining Spitzer’s research methodology and findings to discern
whether the study itself deserves deeper consideration or outright dismissal. Every facet of the study
is reviewed to discuss the positive or negative aspects of the results, its significance in political and
social terms, and the implications for the future. Dr. Spitzer himself was an instrumental figure in
the American Psychiatric Association's decision in 1973 to remove homosexuality as a mental illness
listing from the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual-III. His later study that states that in some
individuals, homosexuality may be more fluid than previously thought stirred controversy in the
psychiatric community and society at large. His study is presented here to allow the reader to
evaluate and consider it for themselves. Leading experts then voice their own pro or con views on
the methodology and findings. Ex-Gay Research: Analyzing the Spitzer Study and Its Relation to
Science, Religion, Politics, and Culture fearlessly illustrates the sometimes fuzzy boundary between



science and politics, courageously spotlighting the culture wars now dividing our society. Ex-Gay
Research: Analyzing the Spitzer Study and Its Relation to Science, Religion, Politics, and Culture
discusses: the ex-gay movement the nature of scientific inquiry the relationship between science and
politics the results of sexual conversion therapies gay and lesbian rights Ex-Gay Research: Analyzing
the Spitzer Study and Its Relation to Science, Religion, Politics, and Culture is essential reading for
sex researchers, mental health professionals, pastoral counselors, political activists, and any person
asking if one can truly change his or her homosexuality.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Seeking Good Debate Michael S. Evans, 2016-02-16
Religion and science often appear to cause conflict in American public life. But why? This book
reports the results from the first study to combine large-scale empirical analysis of multiple religion
and science debates with in-depth research into what Americans actually want from public life. The
surprising finding is that apparent conflicts involving religion and science reflect a more
fundamental conflict between media elites and ordinary Americans over what good debate should
be, raising profound questions about the future of the public sphere and American
democracy--Provided by publisher.

focus on the family conversion therapy: How White Evangelicals Think Dave Verhaagen,
2022-08-16 The majority of Americans have looked on in some combination of horror and
befuddlement as many white Christians, particularly evangelicals, have revealed beliefs and opinions
seemingly antithetical to the Christian faith, whether holding racist attitudes, supporting conspiracy
theories, aligning with nationalistic and authoritarian movements, or becoming hostile toward the
different and marginalized. Dr. Dave Verhaagen, a nationally board-certified psychologist and
author, tackles the challenge of explaining the psychology behind what has become the unique mind
of the modern white Christian. Each chapter explores one or more robust psychological principles
that help make sense of why white Christians think like they do.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Networking the Black Church Erika D. Gault,
2022-01-18 Young evangelicals. Black millennials. The hip hop generation. This book sets the record
straight on young Black Christians with a first of its kind digital-hip hop ethnography. This book is a
must have in understanding how race, religion, and technology is reshaping American life--

focus on the family conversion therapy: Encyclopedia of Queer Studies in Education,
2022-02-07 Choice Award 2022: Outstanding Academic Title Queer studies is an extensive field that
spans a range of disciplines. This volume focuses on education and educational research and
examines and expounds upon queer studies particular to education fields. It works to examine
concepts, theories, and methods related to queer studies across PK-12, higher education, adult
education, and informal learning. The volume takes an intentionally intersectional approach, with
particular attention to the intersections of white supremacist cisheteropatriachy. It includes
well-established concepts with accessible and entry-level explanations, as well as emerging and
cutting-edge concepts in the field. It is designed to be used by those new to queer studies as well as
those with established expertise in the field.

focus on the family conversion therapy: The Case for Gay Reparations Omar G. Encarnacion,
2021 This book makes the case for why the United States should embrace gay reparations, or
policies intended to make amends for a history of discrimination, stigmatization, and violence
against the LGBT community. It contends that gay reparations are a moral imperative for bringing
dignity to those whose human rights have been violated because of their sexual orientation and/or
gender identity, for closing painful histories of state-sponsored victimization of LGBT people, and for
reminding future generations of past struggles for LGBT equality. To make its case, the book
examines how other Western democracies notorious for their oppression of homosexuals have
implemented gay reparations--specifically Spain, Britain, and Germany. Their collective experience
shows that although there is no universal approach to gay reparations, it is never too late for
countries to seek to right past wrongs.

focus on the family conversion therapy: The Conversation on Gender Diversity Jules
Gill-Peterson, 2023-05-02 This book collects articles from nonprofit, independent news organization,



The Conversation, to present an important primer on the history of gender diversity and the current
challenges transgender people face in American society--

focus on the family conversion therapy: Religion, Populism, and Modernity Atalia Omer,
Joshua Lupo, 2023-09-15 In this timely book, an interdisciplinary group of scholars investigates the
recent resurfacing of White Christian nationalism and racism in populist movements across the
globe. Religion, Populism, and Modernity examines the recent rise of White Christian nationalism in
Europe and the United States, focusing on how right-wing populist leaders and groups have
mobilized racist and xenophobic rhetoric in their bids for political power. As the contributors to this
volume show, this mobilization is deeply rooted in the broader structures of western modernity and
as such requires an intersectional analysis that considers race, gender, ethnicity, nationalism, and
religion together. The contributors explore a number of case studies, including White nationalism in
the United States among both evangelicals and Catholics, anti- and philosemitism in Poland, the Far
Right party Alternative for Germany, Islamophobia in Norway and France, and the entanglement of
climate change opposition in right-wing parties throughout Europe. By extending the scope of these
essays beyond Trump and Brexit, the contributors remind us that these two events are not
exceptions to the rule of the normal functioning of liberal democracies. Rather, they are in fact but
recent examples of long-standing trends in Europe and the United States. As the editors to the
volume contend, confronting these issues requires that we not only unearth their historical
precedents but also imagine futures that point to new ways of being beyond them. Contributors:
Atalia Omer, Joshua Lupo, Philip Gorski, Jason A. Springs, R. Scott Appleby, Richard Amesbury,
Genevieve Zubrzycki, Yolande Jansen, Jasmijn Leeuwenkamp, Sindre Bangstad, and Ebrahim Moosa.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Transgender Rights and Issues Andrea Pelleschi,
2015-12-15 Transgender Rights and Issues covers the growing acceptance of the transgender
community throughout the years, the discrimination transgender men and women face each day, and
how United States and other countries are making changes to fix these issues. Aligned to Common
Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing,
a division of ABDO.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Local Actions Melissa Checker, Maggie Fishman,
2004 Ten absorbing studies present activist groups across the country--from transgender activists in
New York City, to South Asian teenagers in Silicon Valley, to evangelical Christians and Palestinian
Americans--and examines a social change effort as it unfolds on the ground. Through their
anthropological approach these portraits of American society suggest the inherent possibilities in
identity-based organizing and offer crucial in-depth perspectives on such hotly debated topics as
multiculturalism and the culture wars, the environment, racism, public education, Native American
rights, and the Christian right.

focus on the family conversion therapy: LGBTQ-Parent Families Abbie E. Goldberg,
Katherine R. Allen, 2020-04-03 This textbook offers a comprehensive overview of research on
LGBTQ-parent families. The new edition of the textbook provides updated information and expands
on the range and depth of current research. The volume features contributions from scholars in
psychology, sociology, human development, family studies, gender studies, sexuality studies, legal
studies, social work, and anthropology. In addition, the textbook offers an international perspective,
with coverage spanning many diverse nations and cultures. Chapters highlight key research,
exploring sexual orientation in relation to other key social identities, such as gender, race, and
nationality. Chapters also discuss new, emerging areas of research, including asexuality and
immigration. The textbook concludes with a section on the growing sophistication of research
methodology in the study of LGBTQ-parent families. The second edition includes new chapters
discussing: LGBTQ-parent families and health. LGBTQ foster parents. LGBTQ adults and sibling
relationships. LGBTQ-parent families and poverty. LGBTQ-parent families and separation/divorce.
LGBTQ-parent families and religion. LGBTQ-parent families and grief/loss. Methods, recruitment,
and sampling in research with LGBTQ families. Teaching/pedagogy on LGBTQ-parent families.
LGBTQ-Parent Families, 2nd Edition, is a valuable updated resource for graduate students as well as



veteran and beginning clinicians across disciplines, including family studies, family therapy, gender
studies, public health, social policy, social work and child and adolescent psychology as well as
related disciplines across mental health and educational services.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Progay/Antigay Ralph R. Smith, Russel R. Windes,
2000-02-03 Combining humanistic rhetorical criticism with social scientific concepts, Ralph R. Smith
and Russel R. Windes examine how the discourse of the progay/antigay debate shapes the
self-understanding and strategies of the two opposing sides. The struggle over issues such as
lesbians and gay men serving openly in the military, same-sex marriage, and inclusion of sexual
orientation in anti-discrimination and hate crime laws have evolved along with the development of
rival progay and traditionalist antigay communities. In the process of presenting their arguments to
the wider society, the two sides exercise extraordinary influence on each other. As a result of the
public policy debates, the progay movement has moved toward an essentialist, non-sexual identity,
while the traditionalists have shifted toward a secular public self-representation. Progay/Antigay
also analyzes the internal disagreements within the two movements. The same-sex marriage debate
illustrates important dimensions of the contest over sexuality. The authors examine rhetorical
strategy and counter-strategy in this specific institutional context. Progay/Antigay also discusses
how the study of the variant sexuality issue provides the opportunity to assess paths for
reconciliation and to judge concepts of political pluralism and multiculturalism.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Play Therapy Treatment Planning with Children and
Families Lynn Louise Wonders, Mary L. Affee, 2024-03-29 Play Therapy Treatment Planning with
Children and Families is a comprehensive guide that provides an integrative and prescriptive
approach to creating customized treatment plans. It’s an excellent textbook for graduate programs
in social work, counseling, and family therapy and an invaluable guide for practicing clinicians in all
settings. After exploring and explaining the many modalities for treating children and adolescents,
this book provides sample treatment plans using a variety of case vignettes. Chapters also take
readers through a road map for case conceptualization, meeting with caregivers, problem
identification, goal development, diagnosis determination, determination of interventions and
termination, and much more.

focus on the family conversion therapy: Modern American Extremism and Domestic
Terrorism Barry J. Balleck, 2018-06-01 Highlighting a breadth of American individuals and groups
that engaged in extremist behavior across history, this book provides a succinct, concise overview of
extremist behavior in the past and examines today's increasingly common incidences of hate and
extremism. Since the election of Barack Obama in 2008, extremist and hate groups have seen a
resurgence on the American political landscape. Members of these subgroups within the American
population have become concerned that the America that they have always known is fading into
oblivion, with a majority of individuals in these groups holding fiercely anti-immigration views and
adhering to the belief that the United States should not admit large numbers of any group that is not
white, Christian, or predominantly European. Others believe that the principles and precepts of the
U.S. Constitution have gone by the wayside and that drastic measures are required to protect the
underlying tenets that were the essential elements of the Constitution and many of their nation's
founding principles. How did these individuals come to feel this way, is it possible to bring these
impassioned extremists back into the fold, and if so, how? This book provides comprehensive,
illuminating, and sometimes disturbing insights into the individuals, groups, and events that have
illustrated extremist behavior in post-World War II America. Ranging from the anti-communist
rhetoric and activities of the John Birch Society, to the radical socialist ideals of the Black Panthers,
to the goals of a pure America articulated by white nationalists, this book documents the various
extremist elements that shaped the second half of the 20th century as well as the first two decades
of the 21st century. Readers will grasp how events in the histories of individuals and groups as well
as perceived injustices have lead to the incidences of hate and extremism in American society. The
encyclopedic entries of the book are specifically written to accessible to readers without specific
knowledge of extremism, political science, or sociology.



focus on the family conversion therapy: The Great American Delusion Patrick Davies,
2020-10-27 Something has been going badly wrong in America. But what is really happening, why,
and what does it mean? Could the US itself now be the greatest threat to the future of the West?
What does Joe Biden need to do to get America back on track? In this fascinating account of America
today, Patrick Davies, former British Deputy Ambassador to the US, sets out to understand how
America, blinded by myths of its own exceptionalism, has failed to tackle serious political, social and
economic problems which are exacerbating divisions in its society, poisoning its politics and
ultimately fuelling America’s decline. The Great American Delusion asks whether, with global power
shifting eastwards, the US can save itself and, with it, the Western world before it’s too late. Patrick
Davies worked alongside the Obama and Trump White Houses for five years. He has more than 30
years’ experience of America, its people and its politics.
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