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The Fascinating History of Challenge Coin: Origins and Evolution

history of challenge coin is a topic that intrigues collectors, military
enthusiasts, and curious minds alike. These small, often intricately designed
coins carry a rich tradition that dates back over a century, symbolizing
camaraderie, honor, and identity among groups, especially within the armed
forces. But where did this unique custom originate? How did challenge coins
evolve from simple tokens to highly prized collectibles and symbols of pride?
Let’s dive into the captivating journey of the challenge coin, uncovering its
roots, its role in military culture, and its spread into civilian life.

The Origins of the Challenge Coin

The exact beginnings of the challenge coin are shrouded in a bit of mystery,
with several stories vying for authenticity. However, the most widely
accepted narrative traces back to World War I. During this time, American
aviators often carried medallions or coins that bore the insignia of their
squadron. The story goes that a wealthy lieutenant ordered bronze medallions
for his unit to instill unity and morale among his pilots.

The Legendary World War I Story

According to popular lore, one young pilot was captured behind enemy lines
after a mission. He managed to escape and found himself in a French town
controlled by Allied forces. To prove his identity and avoid being mistaken
for a spy, he presented the medallion he carried. The coin saved his life, as
it convinced the local soldiers of his allegiance. From this incident, the
practice of carrying unit coins as a form of identification and esprit de
corps gained momentum.

Early Military Traditions and Coins

Even before World War I, similar tokens existed in European military history,
where soldiers exchanged coins or medallions as signs of loyalty or
achievement. However, these were less formalized than the American challenge
coin tradition that blossomed in the early 20th century. The coins were often
custom-made to reflect unit symbols, mottos, or significant battle honors,
making each piece unique and meaningful.



How Challenge Coins Became a Military Tradition

The history of challenge coin in the military is deeply tied to rituals and
camaraderie. Over time, the coins evolved into more than mere keepsakes; they
became tools for building esprit de corps and recognizing individual
accomplishments within units.

The Challenge Ritual Explained

One of the most well-known customs involving challenge coins is the “coin
challenge.” The ritual is simple yet effective: members of a unit may
challenge one another by slapping down their coins. Everyone who cannot
produce their coin must buy a round of drinks or face a lighthearted penalty.
This tradition strengthens bonds and serves as a fun way to ensure members
carry their coins at all times.

Recognition and Morale Boosting

Commanders and leaders began presenting challenge coins to soldiers as tokens
of appreciation for bravery, outstanding service, or milestones such as
completing training. These coins became symbols of honor and pride, often
carried on deployments or displayed prominently. Over the decades, the
designs grew more elaborate, incorporating enamel colors, intricate
engravings, and custom shapes.

Expansion Beyond the Military

While the military remains the heartland of challenge coin culture, the
tradition has spread far beyond the armed forces. Today, government agencies,
law enforcement, fire departments, and even corporations use challenge coins
to foster unity and reward achievement.

Government and Law Enforcement Adoption

Many police departments and federal agencies have adopted challenge coins as
a way to honor officers and commemorate special operations or collaborative
efforts. These coins often feature department logos, badges, or mission-
specific designs, serving as badges of honor and morale boosters similar to
their military counterparts.



Corporate and Civilian Use

In the corporate world, challenge coins have emerged as unique promotional
items and employee recognition awards. Companies create coins to celebrate
anniversaries, reward outstanding employees, or symbolize team cohesion. This
adaptation highlights the versatility of challenge coins as tools for
building identity and community in various settings.

The Art and Craftsmanship Behind Challenge
Coins

Part of what makes challenge coins so fascinating is the artistry involved in
their creation. Each coin tells a story through its design, materials, and
craftsmanship.

Design Elements and Symbolism

Challenge coins often feature logos, mottos, dates, and symbols that reflect
the values and history of the issuing organization. Many incorporate military
emblems, national icons, or unit mascots, making each coin a miniature work
of art filled with meaning.

Materials and Manufacturing Techniques

Originally made from bronze or brass, challenge coins today utilize a range
of materials, including copper, nickel, and even precious metals for special
editions. Techniques like die-striking, enamel filling, and plating allow for
vibrant colors and detailed reliefs. Custom shapes and 3D designs add to
their uniqueness, making them highly collectible.

Tips for Collectors and Enthusiasts

For those drawn to the history of challenge coin and eager to start or grow a
collection, understanding the nuances can enhance the experience.

Research Provenance: Authenticity matters. Investigate the origin of a
coin to ensure it is genuine, especially for military or historical
pieces.

Focus on Design Quality: Look for well-crafted coins with clear,



meaningful designs rather than mass-produced souvenirs.

Preserve Condition: Store coins properly in cases or albums to maintain
their value and appearance over time.

Connect with Communities: Join online forums or local clubs where
challenge coin enthusiasts share stories, trade, and learn more about
their collections.

The Enduring Legacy of Challenge Coins

The history of challenge coin is a testament to how small objects can carry
immense cultural and emotional weight. From their uncertain origins in the
trenches of World War I to their widespread use across military branches and
civilian organizations worldwide, challenge coins symbolize unity, honor, and
tradition. Their continued popularity speaks to the human desire for
connection and recognition, making them much more than mere tokens—they are
tangible links to shared experiences and values that transcend generations.
Whether carried in a pocket, displayed on a desk, or exchanged as a gift,
challenge coins remain a powerful emblem of identity and belonging.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of challenge coins?
The origin of challenge coins dates back to World War I when a wealthy
American lieutenant ordered bronze medallions for his unit to foster
camaraderie and morale among his soldiers.

How did challenge coins become a military tradition?
Challenge coins became a military tradition as members of military units
began carrying these coins as a symbol of their identity and camaraderie,
often using them in challenges where coins would be presented or 'called' to
prove membership.

What materials were originally used to make
challenge coins?
Originally, challenge coins were made from bronze or brass, though modern
coins can be made from a variety of materials including copper, nickel, and
even precious metals.



How did the term 'challenge coin' come about?
The term 'challenge coin' originated from the practice where members would
challenge others to produce their coin; failure to produce one resulted in
buying a round of drinks or other penalties, thus making it a 'challenge.'

Are challenge coins used only in the military?
While challenge coins originated in the military, they are now used by
various organizations, including law enforcement, emergency services,
corporations, and clubs, to signify membership, achievement, or commemorate
special events.

Additional Resources
History of Challenge Coin: Tracing the Origins and Evolution of a Military
Tradition

history of challenge coin is a fascinating journey into a unique military
custom that has transcended time and borders. These small, medallion-like
tokens carry deep symbolic meaning and a storied past that reflects
camaraderie, honor, and identity within armed forces and various
organizations. Understanding the history of challenge coin sheds light not
only on their origin but also on how they evolved into cherished collectibles
and symbols of pride.

The Origins of Challenge Coins

The exact beginnings of the challenge coin are shrouded in anecdote and
legend, making the history of challenge coin a subject of much debate among
historians and military enthusiasts. The most widely accepted account traces
back to World War I. According to this narrative, an American lieutenant
ordered bronze medallions struck for his squadron members to foster esprit de
corps. One pilot reportedly escaped capture behind enemy lines and used his
coin to prove his identity to French allies, thus saving his life. This story
encapsulates the coin’s role as both a token of belonging and a practical
tool.

However, alternative accounts suggest that the tradition may have roots in
earlier European military customs, where coins and medallions were exchanged
as tokens of allegiance or recognition among soldiers. The practice of
carrying personalized tokens can be linked to Roman legionaries and European
knights, who bore insignia and emblems as marks of honor.



Military Significance and Symbolism

Challenge coins serve multiple purposes within military culture. Primarily,
they symbolize membership in a unit or organization, promoting unity and a
sense of pride. Each coin is uniquely designed to represent a specific group,
often incorporating insignia, mottos, or mission statements.

Moreover, the “challenge” aspect of the coin emerged as a game or ritual
among service members. If a person “challenges” another to produce their
coin, failure to do so often results in a penalty, such as buying a round of
drinks. This practice reinforces camaraderie and encourages members to carry
their coins at all times, intertwining tradition with social interaction.

Evolution and Modern Usage

Over the decades, the history of challenge coin has expanded beyond its
initial military confines. During World War II, the use of challenge coins
became more widespread across different branches of the U.S. military. Coins
were crafted to commemorate missions, campaigns, and unit achievements,
evolving into collectors’ items and symbols of valor.

In recent years, challenge coins have found a place in civilian contexts. Law
enforcement agencies, fire departments, and even corporations have adopted
the tradition, using coins to recognize service, commemorate milestones, or
boost morale. This expansion reflects the adaptability of the challenge coin
concept and its powerful symbolism.

Design Variations and Craftsmanship

The artistry behind challenge coins plays a significant role in their appeal.
Traditionally made from bronze, copper, or brass, modern challenge coins
utilize a variety of metals and finishes, including gold plating, enamel
inlays, and intricate embossing. The design process often incorporates
detailed heraldry, unit logos, and personalized inscriptions, turning each
coin into a miniature work of art.

Collectors and organizations value the uniqueness and quality of
craftsmanship, which can vary widely. Customization allows for thematic
representations of missions, units, or organizational values, making each
coin a tangible piece of history.

Comparing Challenge Coins to Similar Traditions

While challenge coins are distinct, they share characteristics with other



token-based traditions worldwide. For example, military dog tags serve a
practical identification purpose but lack the ceremonial and social functions
that challenge coins embody. Medals and decorations recognize valor or
achievement but are often formalized and regulated, contrasting with the
informal, peer-to-peer nature of challenge coins.

In the corporate world, lapel pins and commemorative medallions fulfill roles
similar to challenge coins but often lack the ritualistic “challenge” aspect
that fosters interpersonal interaction and bonding.

Pros and Cons of Challenge Coin Culture

Pros: Challenge coins promote unity, recognize achievement, and serve as
meaningful tokens that strengthen group identity. They encourage
tradition and morale, offering a tangible link to shared experiences.

Cons: The informal nature of challenges can sometimes lead to exclusion
or pressure among members. Additionally, the proliferation of coins in
civilian sectors might dilute their original significance.

The Enduring Appeal and Future of Challenge
Coins

The history of challenge coin illustrates a tradition that has adapted and
thrived across generations and sectors. Their enduring appeal lies in their
ability to symbolize belonging, commemorate service, and foster interpersonal
connections through a simple yet powerful ritual.

As technology advances, new trends such as digital challenge coins and
augmented reality enhancements are emerging, promising to expand the
tradition in innovative ways. Despite these developments, the core values
embedded in the challenge coin’s history—honor, unity, and identity—remain
steadfast, ensuring that this small token continues to hold a significant
place in military and organizational culture worldwide.
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  history of challenge coin: HowExpert Guide to Coin Collecting HowExpert, If you’re ready to
collect rare coins, build your coin collection, and invest in numismatic treasures, HowExpert Guide
to Coin Collecting is your ultimate resource. Whether you’re a curious beginner or an experienced
coin collector refining your strategies, this step-by-step guide offers the tools, techniques, and
insights you need to thrive in the fascinating world of coin collecting. What You’ll Learn Inside This
Book: Introduction – Discover why coins matter, who this guide is for, and how to maximize your
results. Chapter 1: The History of Coins and Numismatics – Explore the origins of coinage, minting
techniques, and famous coins that shaped history. Chapter 2: Understanding Coin Collecting Basics
– Master key terms, coin anatomy, and the different types of collectors. Chapter 3: Getting Started
with Coin Collecting – Learn how to build your coin collection, gather tools, budget wisely, and find
your first coins. Chapter 4: Identifying and Grading Coins – Understand grading scales, spot
counterfeits, and assess coin condition and rarity. Chapter 5: Key Types of Coins for Collectors –
Discover ancient, world, U.S., commemorative, and error coins to expand your collection. Chapter 6:
Rare and Valuable Coins – Learn how to identify rare coins, recognize key dates, and track market
trends. Chapter 7: Investing in Coins and Precious Metals – Develop short- and long-term investment
strategies to grow wealth with coins. Chapter 8: Cleaning, Preserving, and Displaying Coins – Follow
best practices to protect, store, and showcase your collection. Chapter 9: Buying Coins Safely and
Smartly – Navigate auctions, dealers, and online markets while avoiding scams. Chapter 10: Selling
and Trading Coins – Maximize profits, master auction strategies, and handle legal considerations.
Chapter 11: Collecting Ancient and Medieval Coins – Study ancient civilizations, decode symbols,
and uncover historical significance. Chapter 12: World Coins and International Numismatics –
Explore global designs, foreign mints, and international sources. Chapter 13: U.S. Coins and Paper
Currency Collecting – Learn about American coins, state quarters, and collectible paper money.
Chapter 14: Tools and Resources for Coin Collectors – Use tools, databases, and networking to
simplify collecting and valuation. Chapter 15: Creating a Legacy with Your Coin Collection –
Preserve your collection as a family heirloom, investment, or educational tool. Conclusion – Reflect
on your journey, explore the future of coin collecting, and stay inspired. Appendices – Find
glossaries, mint directories, grading guides, templates, and resources to expand your expertise. Why
You Need This Guide: Confidently Collect and Protect Coins: Learn to identify, grade, and safeguard
coins while appreciating their unique history. Spot and Maximize Rare Finds: Discover strategies to
uncover valuable coins, hidden gems, and opportunities to grow your collection. Streamline and
Showcase Your Collection: Use tools and templates to organize, preserve, and display your coins
effectively. Deepen Your Knowledge and Passion: Explore niche areas and stay inspired as you grow
your expertise. Build a Coin Collection Rich in History, Beauty, and Value: Whether your fascination
lies with ancient coins, modern designs, or rare treasures, this guide provides the tools, strategies,
and knowledge to create a coin collection that’s as rewarding as it is valuable. Get started today
with HowExpert Guide to Coin Collecting and build a coin collection rich in history and value!
  history of challenge coin: The Soldier's Coin NATHAN. POND, 2024-09-07 A poetic and
historical narrative of military challenge coins collected by soldiers This book contains various
poems and historical summaries of the military challenge coin, military culture, and traditions
shared in the armed forces. Written to help honor a veteran's service, pay respect to those who gave
it all, and help aid in transition back to home. Besides summaries of how the challenge coin has been
used throughout history, this book also has sections for those who have died from war, military
practices from bugle calls, and funeral and flag protocol. Coin sleeves NOT included
  history of challenge coin: Air Force Magazine , 2017
  history of challenge coin: Naval History , 2019
  history of challenge coin: Air Force and Space Digest , 2017
  history of challenge coin: A Comprehensive Book of "United States Coins." Peter Caras,
2025-06-24 A Comprehensive Book of United States Coins. Have you ever wished you knew the
history of US coins, but had no idea where to start? In this comprehensive guide, we invite you to



embark on a thrilling journey through the vast landscape of American coinage, exploring unique
chapters that reveal the fascinating stories, intricate designs, and enduring legacies of these prized
treasures... Here Is A Preview Of What You'll Learn... Introduction to Coin Collecting The History of
US Coins Understanding Coin Grading Rare US Coins and Their Values Coin Storage and
Preservation Techniques Investing in US Coins: Tips and Strategies The Art of Coin Design and
Engraving Coin Authentication and Counterfeit Detection Famous Coin Collections and Collectors
Early American Coins: Colonial and Pre-Federal Issues The Evolution of US Coinage: From Flowing
Hair to Liberty Seated Coin Minting Process and Die Varieties Territorial and Pioneer Gold Coins
Morgan Dollars: A Collector's Favorite Commemorative Coins: Honoring Special Events and People
And Much, much more! Take action now, follow the proven strategies within these pages, and don't
miss out on this chance to elevate your mindset to new heights. Scroll Up and Grab Your Copy
Today!
  history of challenge coin: Elijah's Coin Steve O'Brien, 2009 A work of didactic fiction
somewhat in the mode of Mitch Albom¿s inspirational stories, this novel tells the story of a
protagonist who suffers a tragic loss and is rapidly descending into a life of crime. One night,
however, he has a fortuitous encounter with a mysterious night watchman, which sends him on a
journey of self-discovery. A story about mentors and values, it confronts the reader with ethical
questions and the possibility of self-transformation.
  history of challenge coin: Cosplay: A History Andrew Liptak, 2022-06-28 This look at the
colorful and complex history of cosplay and fandom fashion examines the relationship between
franchises and the cosplayers they inspire and the technology that helps bring the details of
costumes to life.
  history of challenge coin: Podcasting as an Intimate Medium Alyn Euritt, 2022-11-18 This
book delves into the notion of intimacy as a defining feature of podcasting, examining the concept of
intimacy itself and how the public sphere explores the relationships created and maintained through
podcasts. The book situates textual analysis of specific American podcasts within podcast criticism,
monetization, and production advice. Through analysis of these sources' self-descriptions, the text
builds a podcasting-specific framework for intimacy and uses that framework to interpret how
podcasting imagines the connections it forms within communities. Instead of intimacy being
inherent, the book argues that podcasting constructs intimacy and uses it to define the quality of its
own mediation. This book will be of interest to scholars and students of New and Digital Media,
Media Studies, Communication Studies, Journalism, Literature, Cultural Studies, and American
Studies. The Open Access version of this book, available at www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made
available under a CreativeCommons Attribution 4.0 license.
  history of challenge coin: The Inventor Ronnie Lee Graham, 2016-02-23 The Inventor tells
the story of four entangled lives: the Average Joe, the General, the Mistress, and the General’s wife.
Each unknowingly plays a role in the struggle of good against evil. They go about their lives, making
decisions of their own free will while a larger chess match plays out in the background. Ultimately
the choices they make—deciding to pursue an idea, selecting a book, choosing a repair shop, going
for a walk, or even the split-second decision of fight or flight—impact the outcome. Do the good guys
win? Perhaps, but are the good guys who you expect them to be? “In chess one cannot control
everything. Sometimes a game takes an unexpected turn in which beauty begins to emerge.”
—Vladimir Kramnik, Russian chess grandmaster and undisputed World Chess Champion from
2006–2007
  history of challenge coin: Coins and medals, their place in history and art, by the authors of
the British museum official catalogues, ed. by S. Lane-Poole Coins, 1885
  history of challenge coin: Rob Paulsen Coin Paulsen Coin, 2023-03-19 The ultimate resource
for coin collectors and enthusiasts alike. This comprehensive book covers everything from the
history of coins to identifying rare and valuable pieces in your collection. With stunning photographs
and detailed descriptions, you'll discover the intricacies of coin design, minting processes, and the
stories behind some of the world's most famous coins. Whether you're a seasoned collector or just



starting out, this guide will help you build your collection and deepen your knowledge of the
fascinating world of coins. From ancient currency to modern-day treasures, Rob Paulsen Coin
(Rarest Coin 2023) is the essential reference for any coin lover.
  history of challenge coin: Military Service The New York Times Editorial Staff, 2018-12-15
The United States, as reflected in the news media, has a long history of either requiring or
requesting citizens to be participants in the military. From the Civil War, through two world wars
and the Vietnam War, to the conflicts in Afghanistan and the threat of terrorism, perspectives on
military service, the draft, and citizen soldiers has changed. How has military service been portrayed
through the news and perceived by the public throughout the country's history of wars and
peacetimes? And how have the attitudes of American citizens changed when it comes to serving in
the military? This collection of articles explores these questions and more, and also features Media
Literacy Terms and Questions to further inform and guide readers.
  history of challenge coin: Armor , 1991
  history of challenge coin: Museums at the Forefront of the History and Philosophy of
Geology Gary D. Rosenberg, Renee M. Clary, 2018 Information on museum activities around the
world.
  history of challenge coin: Secrets of Special Ops Leadership William Cohen, 2005-09-09 Can
commando techniques really work in business? If you can inspire and lead your employees to work
at peak performance, they will accomplish fantastic feats for you -- just as fighting commandos do in
battle situations. The Navy SEALs. The Green Berets. Delta Force. These are a few examples of what
are known as special ops -- unique fighting forces trained to beat overwhelming odds on every
mission. Using principles like speed, purpose, repetition, surprise, and simplicity, elite units such as
these have throughout history accomplished extremely challenging tasks against vastly superior
forces. Secrets of Special Ops Leadership reveals the essential methods commando leaders employ,
using dramatic real-life stories of commando leadership from biblical times all the way up through
Iraq and Afghanistan in 2005, and showing how similar techniques are used by present-day business
leaders. You'll learn the fourteen core practices of special ops leadership, including how to: Create
the Best - If you think you can just call some of your regular employees together and give them a pep
talk and an impossible task to do, you're wrong. Your first task as a special ops business leader is to
recruit, select, train, and motivate the right people. Build a Commando Team - Using models such as
Carlson's Raiders, who fought for the U.S. Marines during World War II, the book explains how to
work with different personalities, agendas, priorities, and motivations to create a team that works
efficiently and effectively to get the job done. Dare the Impossible - Like the Sayeret Mat'kal, the
Israeli Special Ops unit that staged the miraculous raid on Entebbe to free hostages on an Air
France plane hijacked by terrorists in 1976, successful business ops must aggressively seek out
opportunities and know when to transcend conventional thinking to stage an assault and act. When
they've got the right problems to work on, business commandos can do many times the work of
normal employees, accomplish more with less, complete projects against looming deadlines, and
create innovative new products and strategies. Secrets of Special Ops Leadership gives you the
ammunition you need to get a business commando unit up and running and achieve the impossible
for your organization.
  history of challenge coin: Running Out of Time (B&W Interior) Robert Prah, Jr., 2022-06-15
Running Out of Time: Chasing Red, White, and Blue (B&W Interior) By: Robert Prah, Jr. Originally
created for his daughter to detail his run for public office, Running Out of Time: Chasing Red, White,
and Blue chronicles this pursuit by Robert Prah, Jr. during a very challenging time in a district that
has been historically “blue” forever. It details his personal story of running for the Pennsylvania
state legislature and all of the challenges that he faced, especially from previous relationships and
social media. It talks about being the “underdog” running against a lifelong
Democrat-turned-Republican, where, according to many polls, Prah was favored to win the special
election. The author also highlights how several committee members, past candidates and elected
officials have changed their political affiliation in recent years. This story is interesting in the sense



that Prah ran in three elections (Special Election in March 2020, Primary in June 2020, General in
November 2020) all during a global pandemic. It shares the ups and downs of running for office and
how the pandemic and social media impacted the outcome of many races in November 2020. The
author hopes that readers take away that social media has had an impact on our lives, both positive
and negative, and especially in politics and elections. We tend to not look at candidates individually,
but rather as a “D” or an “R.” We need to do a better job of evaluating candidates and asking
questions rather than what we see on social media.
  history of challenge coin: Lords of Darkness COL Billy R. Wood, 2011-08-18 Prior to 1979,
you probably hadnt heard of counterterrorism or Special Operations. Even so, special warriors have
been around since Moses sent Joshua to spy out the land of Canaan. In 1986, Colonel Billy R. Wood
served as the operations officer of the newly organized 45th Aviation Battalion (Special Operations).
This unit was highly classified. The special operations training and missions carried out by the team
were conducted in secret, and members couldnt even tell their wives and families where they were
going. These soldiers were called the Lords of Darkness. Prior to its formation, much was written
about the failed hostage rescue mission in Iran. The Pentagon leadership implied, Whatever the
costs, whatever we do, we can never have another Desert One. Secret exercises were conducted
with modified aircraft and soon-to-be-skilled night flyers of Task Force 160, today known as Night
Stalkers. What you didnt read about was the other US Army Special Operations Aviation Battalionan
Army National Guard unit. Highly classified and therefore less known, it was a mirror image special
aviation unit. You didnt realize they existed because you werent supposed to know. These teachers,
businessmen, lawyers, salesman, citizen soldiers, and traditional guardsmen were called the Lords
of Darkness of the Oklahoma Army National Guard. The night belonged to themand their hearts
belonged to aviation.
  history of challenge coin: That Lonely Section of Hell Lori Shenher, 2015 From her first
assignment in 1998 to explore an increase in the number of missing women to the harrowing 2002
interrogation of convicted serial killer Robert Pickton, Lori Shenher tells a story of massive police
failure--failure of the police to use the information about Pickton available to them, failure to
understand the dark world of drug addiction and sex work, and failure to save more women from
their killer. Shenher explains how police unwillingness to believe the women were missing or
murdered, jurisdictional squabbles, and a fear of tunnel vision conspired to leave women
unprotected and vulnerable to a serial killer nearly three years after she first received a tip that
Pickton could be responsible. She unflinchingly reveals her own pain and psychological distress as a
result of these events, which left her unable to work with or trust the police and the criminal justice
system. That Lonely Section of Hell reveals the deeper truths behind the causes of this tragedy and
the myriad ways the system--and society--failed to protect vulnerable people.
  history of challenge coin: Running Out of Time (Color Interior) Robert Prah, Jr.,
2022-04-22 Running Out of Time: Chasing Red, White, and Blue (Color Interior) By: Robert Prah, Jr.
Originally created for his daughter to detail his run for public office, Running Out of Time: Chasing
Red, White, and Blue chronicles this pursuit by Robert Prah, Jr. during a very challenging time in a
district that has been historically “blue” forever. It details his personal story of running for the
Pennsylvania state legislature and all of the challenges that he faced, especially from previous
relationships and social media. It talks about being the “underdog” running against a lifelong
Democrat-turned-Republican, where, according to many polls, Prah was favored to win the special
election. The author also highlights how several committee members, past candidates and elected
officials have changed their political affiliation in recent years. This story is interesting in the sense
that Prah ran in three elections (Special Election in March 2020, Primary in June 2020, General in
November 2020) all during a global pandemic. It shares the ups and downs of running for office and
how the pandemic and social media impacted the outcome of many races in November 2020. The
author hopes that readers take away that social media has had an impact on our lives, both positive
and negative, and especially in politics and elections. We tend to not look at candidates individually,
but rather as a “D” or an “R.” We need to do a better job of evaluating candidates and asking



questions rather than what we see on social media.
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