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Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns: A Timeless Southern Tale

cold sassy tree by olive ann burns is more than just a novel; it’s a vivid journey into the heart of the
American South in the early 20th century. This beloved book, first published in 1984, captures the charm,
complexity, and contradictions of small-town life through the eyes of a young boy named Will Tweedy.
Olive Ann Burns, the author, crafted a story that resonates with readers due to its rich characters, humor,
and insightful portrayal of change and tradition. If you’re curious about what makes this novel a classic, let’s
dive deeper into its themes, characters, and lasting appeal.

Understanding the Setting of Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann
Burns

The backdrop of Cold Sassy Tree is a fictional Georgia town that feels incredibly real, thanks to Burns’
detailed descriptions. Set in 1906, the story immerses readers in a time when the South was grappling with
modernization while holding on to its deeply rooted customs. The small-town atmosphere is
palpable—everyone knows each other, and social norms dictate much of daily life.

By situating the story in this particular era and place, Olive Ann Burns offers insight into the cultural
tensions of the time. The railroad running through Cold Sassy symbolizes progress, while the old traditions,
like church gatherings and family hierarchies, represent the past. This juxtaposition is key to
understanding the novel’s central conflicts and the characters’ struggles.

The Significance of the Title

The title itself, Cold Sassy Tree, refers to a literal tree in the town but also serves as a metaphor. The "cold
sassy" phrase captures the unique blend of coolness and spiritedness that defines the community and its
inhabitants. It hints at the balance between stiffness and warmth in Southern culture—something that Olive
Ann Burns explores with affection and nuance throughout the narrative.

Main Characters and Their Roles in Cold Sassy Tree by Olive
Ann Burns

One of the standout features of Cold Sassy Tree is its memorable cast of characters, each bringing life and



authenticity to the story. At the center is Will Tweedy, a 14-year-old boy whose coming-of-age journey
provides a window into the town’s dynamics. Through Will’s perspective, readers experience the joys and
challenges of growing up in a rapidly changing world.

Will’s grandfather, E. Rucker Blakeslee, is another pivotal figure. His unexpected decision to marry a
much younger woman shortly after his wife’s death shocks the town and sets off a series of events that
challenge social norms. This act of defiance against tradition is a key plot driver and invites readers to
reflect on themes of love, loss, and societal expectations.

Other characters, such as Will’s family members and the townsfolk, add depth and humor to the story.
Their interactions reveal the complexities of human relationships and the sometimes rigid but ultimately
caring fabric of community life.

Will Tweedy: The Heart of the Story

Will’s narrative voice is engaging and sincere, making readers feel like they are sitting beside him on the
porch, listening to his tales. His observations about his family, friends, and the town’s gossip provide both
comic relief and poignant moments. As Will matures, he confronts issues such as death, love, and morality,
which enrich the coming-of-age theme.

Themes Explored in Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns

Olive Ann Burns weaves several universal themes into the fabric of Cold Sassy Tree, making it resonate
beyond its Southern setting.

Tradition vs. Change

One of the most prominent themes is the tension between tradition and change. The town of Cold Sassy
represents the old South, with its customs and rigid social codes. However, the early 1900s bring new ideas
and ways of living. Through characters like E. Rucker Blakeslee and the reactions of the townspeople,
Burns explores how individuals and communities adapt—or resist—change.

Family and Community

Family ties and community relationships are central to the novel. The bonds between generations, as well
as the sense of belonging within a small town, are portrayed with warmth and realism. The story



highlights how these connections can both support and constrain individuals.

Love and Loss

The novel doesn’t shy away from the complexities of love and grief. E. Rucker’s remarriage after his wife’s
death introduces questions about moving on and societal judgment. Will’s experiences also touch on the
bittersweet nature of growing up and losing innocence.

Why Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns Remains Relevant
Today

Despite being set over a century ago, Cold Sassy Tree continues to captivate readers. Its exploration of
universal themes—identity, change, family, and community—makes it relatable across generations.
Additionally, Olive Ann Burns’ storytelling style, rich in humor and empathy, ensures the novel never
feels dated.

Readers often find comfort in the book’s portrayal of resilience and hope amid difficult circumstances. The
realistic characters and their struggles echo many contemporary experiences, such as navigating social
expectations and embracing personal growth.

Literary Style and Narrative Voice

Burns’ narrative approach deserves special mention. The use of a young narrator offers an innocent yet
insightful lens, balancing lighthearted moments with profound reflections. Her Southern vernacular and
vivid descriptions bring the setting to life, making readers feel immersed in Cold Sassy’s world.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann
Burns

For those approaching Cold Sassy Tree for the first time—or revisiting it—here are some ideas to enhance
the reading experience:

Pay attention to the cultural nuances: The social customs and language provide important context for
character interactions.



Reflect on the historical setting: Understanding the early 1900s South enriches your grasp of the
novel’s conflicts.

Notice the humor: Despite dealing with serious themes, the book often uses wit to lighten the mood
and deepen characterizations.

Consider the symbolism: Elements like the Cold Sassy tree itself carry metaphorical weight.

Engage with the characters’ growth: Track how Will and others evolve in response to challenges.

These approaches can help readers uncover layers of meaning and appreciate Olive Ann Burns’
craftsmanship.

Impact and Legacy of Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns

The novel has earned a cherished place in American literature, particularly within Southern fiction. It won
critical acclaim and a devoted readership, inspiring discussions about Southern identity and history. The
success of Cold Sassy Tree also brought attention to Olive Ann Burns, who, despite publishing only one
novel before her untimely death, left a lasting imprint on literary culture.

In many ways, Cold Sassy Tree paved the way for future writers interested in exploring regional stories
with universal appeal. Its blend of humor, pathos, and vivid storytelling continues to influence authors and
delight readers.

Whether you’re a fan of historical fiction, Southern literature, or simply a good story about family and
community, Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns offers a rich and rewarding read that lingers long after
the final page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Cold Sassy Tree' by Olive Ann Burns?
The novel centers around Will Tweedy, a young boy growing up in the fictional town of Cold Sassy,
Georgia, in the early 1900s, and explores his family dynamics, especially his grandfather's controversial
remarriage shortly after his grandmother's death.



Who is the protagonist of 'Cold Sassy Tree'?
The protagonist is Will Tweedy, a 14-year-old boy who narrates the story and provides insight into the
town and his family's experiences.

What themes are explored in 'Cold Sassy Tree'?
The novel explores themes such as family, tradition versus change, love and loss, coming of age, and social
norms in the early 20th century South.

How does the setting influence the story in 'Cold Sassy Tree'?
Set in a small Southern town in Georgia around 1906, the setting reflects the cultural and social attitudes of
the time, which shape the characters' actions and conflicts.

What role does Grandpa E. Rucker Blakeson play in the novel?
Grandpa Blakeson is a central character whose decision to marry a younger woman shortly after his wife's
death causes a stir in Cold Sassy, driving much of the novel's conflict and themes about tradition and
change.

Is 'Cold Sassy Tree' based on true events?
While the story is fictional, Olive Ann Burns drew inspiration from her own family's history and Southern
heritage to create a realistic portrayal of the time and place.

What is significant about the title 'Cold Sassy Tree'?
The title refers to the fictional town of Cold Sassy, Georgia, and the symbolic 'tree' represents the town's
traditions, history, and the changes the characters undergo.

How does Olive Ann Burns use humor in 'Cold Sassy Tree'?
Burns incorporates Southern wit and humor to bring the characters to life and to provide levity amidst
serious themes, making the story more engaging and authentic.

What is the narrative style of 'Cold Sassy Tree'?
The novel is narrated in the first person by Will Tweedy, offering a personal and reflective viewpoint on
the events and characters in Cold Sassy.



Has 'Cold Sassy Tree' been adapted into other media?
Yes, 'Cold Sassy Tree' was adapted into a television movie in 1989, which helped bring the story to a wider
audience.

Additional Resources
Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns: A Timeless Exploration of Southern Life and Change

cold sassy tree by olive ann burns stands as a significant work in American Southern literature, capturing
the intricate tapestry of life in a small Georgia town during the early 20th century. Published
posthumously in 1984, this novel has since captivated readers with its rich character development,
evocative setting, and nuanced portrayal of societal transformation. Olive Ann Burns, through her
compelling narrative, invites readers into a world where tradition clashes with progress, and personal
growth mirrors the evolving landscape of the American South.

In-depth Analysis of Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns

Olive Ann Burns’ debut novel is renowned not only for its vivid depiction of a fictional town but also for
its authentic representation of the period’s social dynamics. Set in 1906, Cold Sassy Tree embodies a snapshot
of Southern life, marked by rigid social hierarchies, religious fervor, and community gossip. The novel’s
protagonist, Will Tweedy, offers a coming-of-age perspective that balances youthful curiosity with mature
reflection, making the narrative accessible and relatable.

One of the defining features of Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns is its exploration of change—both
societal and personal. The story unfolds as Will’s grandfather, a widower, shocks the town by marrying a
much younger woman shortly after his first wife’s death. This act challenges entrenched social norms and
ignites a wave of gossip and judgment, illustrating the community’s resistance to change. Burns deftly uses
this event as a catalyst to probe themes of tolerance, acceptance, and the complexity of human relationships.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Burns’ writing style in Cold Sassy Tree is marked by warmth and humor, qualities that soften the often
harsh realities faced by the characters. The novel’s tone oscillates between lightheartedness and profound
insight, a balance that enriches the reading experience. Will Tweedy’s narrative voice is particularly
noteworthy; his observations are tinged with innocence yet reveal a keen awareness of the adult world’s
contradictions.

Other characters, such as Grandpa Campbell and Miss Love Simpson, are intricately drawn, embodying



conflicting values and motivations that drive the story forward. Burns avoids caricature, instead presenting
multifaceted individuals whose actions reflect their struggles and desires. This complexity adds depth to the
novel and encourages readers to engage critically with the social issues it raises.

Setting and Historical Context

The setting of Cold Sassy Tree is more than a backdrop; it acts as a living entity that shapes and reflects the
characters’ lives. The fictional town, inspired by Burns’ own hometown of Commerce, Georgia, is rendered
through detailed descriptions of its streets, homes, and community spaces. This vivid setting immerses
readers in the era’s ambiance and highlights the tension between tradition and modernization.

Historically, the early 1900s were a period of significant change in the American South, marked by
industrialization, shifts in racial dynamics, and evolving gender roles. Cold Sassy Tree captures these
undercurrents subtly, grounding its narrative in a specific time and place while addressing universal
themes. The novel’s attention to historical detail enhances its authenticity and educational value for readers
interested in Southern culture.

Comparisons and Literary Significance

When compared to other Southern novels such as Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird or Fannie Flagg’s
Fried Green Tomatoes, Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns shares a focus on community and moral
growth but distinguishes itself through its unique historical lens and humorous undertones. While Lee’s
work confronts racial injustice head-on, Burns’ novel offers a gentler exploration of social mores and
individual transformation within a small-town context.

The novel’s popularity and critical acclaim have solidified its place in the canon of Southern literature. It
won the 1985 Western Heritage Award for Outstanding Novel and has been praised for its authentic
dialogue and portrayal of Southern dialects. This linguistic richness not only adds realism but also serves as a
cultural preservation of regional speech patterns.

Pros and Cons of Cold Sassy Tree

Pros:

Rich, authentic portrayal of early 20th-century Southern life

Engaging, humorous narrative voice through Will Tweedy



Complex characters that defy stereotypes

Insightful exploration of social change and tradition

Cons:

Some readers may find the pacing slow due to detailed descriptions

Occasional reliance on regional dialect may challenge non-Southern readers

The focus on small-town life might limit appeal for those seeking broader historical narratives

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns has left a lasting impression not only on literature but also on cultural
representations of the South. Its adaptation into a television movie in 1989 expanded its reach and
introduced the story to new audiences. The novel continues to be studied in academic settings for its
thematic depth and narrative technique.

Moreover, the book resonates with readers who appreciate stories about family dynamics, societal
expectations, and the courage required to embrace change. Its gentle but incisive critique of small-town
insularity encourages reflection on the balance between honoring tradition and welcoming progress.

In summary, Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns remains a compelling narrative that transcends its
historical setting. Its nuanced characters, evocative descriptions, and exploration of human resilience
contribute to its enduring appeal. For readers seeking a thoughtful, richly textured novel that captures the
spirit of the American South, Cold Sassy Tree offers a rewarding literary journey.
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  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Sparknotes , 2002
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: A Study Guide for Olive Ann Burns's "Cold Sassy
Tree" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Olive Ann Burns's Cold Sassy Tree,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Leaving Cold Sassy Olive Ann Burns, 2007-09-04 “A gift”
for those who loved the heartwarming million-copy bestseller Cold Sassy Tree (The New York
Times). Anyone who came under the spell of Olive Ann Burns’s classic novel Cold Sassy Tree will
delight in Leaving Cold Sassy, which returns to the story of the unforgettable Will Tweedy. In 1917,
twenty-five-year-old Will now faces the complexities of adult life. He grapples with the influences of
the modern world on his cherished Georgia hometown, which has recently been renamed
Progressive City, and he finds his wife-to-be in a feisty young schoolteacher named Sanna Klein.
Burns had completed fifteen chapters of this novel by the time of her death in 1990, and she
expressed her wish for them to be published, as they are here, with her notes for future scenes. In
addition, Burns’s longtime editor and friend, Katrina Kenison, leaves us with an appreciative
reminiscence of the beloved author and the legacy she left behind. “This is all the news from Cold
Sassy we will ever have and its scarcity makes it more precious.” —The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: A Study Guide for Olive Ann Burns's "Cold Sassy
Tree" Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Cold Sassy Tree Olive Ann Burns, 2007 This novel of
warm humor and honesty is told by Willy Tweedy, a 14-year-old boy living in a small,
turn-of-the-century Georgia town. The lessons of life and death, of piousness and irreverence, form
the basis of these memorable characters and their stories.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Cold Sassy Tree Olive Ann Burns, 1984 The adventures of
a young boy during one summer in 1906 in Cold Sassy, Georgia.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Leaving Cold Sassy Olive Ann Burns, 1992-01-01 Fifteen
chapters of an unfinished sequel to the best-selling novel Cold Sassy Tree are drawn to a conclusion
by Burns' editor, who also reflects on the inspiring life of Olive Ann Burns
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Cold Sassy Tree Olive Ann Burns, 1992 Young Will Tweedy
becomes chaperon, conspirator, and confidant to his renegade grandpa, E. Rucker Blakeslee, and
the old man's young new wife, Miss Love Simpson. (General Fiction).
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: 100 More Great Books Bonnie A. Helms, 1991 A
companion title to 150 Great Books, this acclaimed sequel reviews classic and contemporary works.
Each title contains a plot summary, three evaluation tools (a 20-question quiz, 5 short-answer
questions, and a chellenge essay question), answers and suggested responses, glossary of literary
terms, and bibliographical entries. The 100 titles are grouped in seven categories: Adventure and
Survival (such as Run Silent, Run Deep, Lord of the Flies, and A Walk Across America) The Maturing
Self (such as The Stranger, Carrie, and Homecoming) History in Fiction (such as The Sun Also Rises,
Gone with the Wind, and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court) Science Fiction, Fantasy, and
the Supernatural (such as The Last Unicorn, The Other, and The Martian Chronicles) Social Issues
and Moral Challenge (such as Go Tell It on the Mountain, All the President's Men, and Skindeep)
Success and Achievement (such as The Bell Jar, A Man Called Peter, and Up the Down Staircase)
Reflections of the Family (such as Roots, Cold Sassy Tree, and Giants in the Earth) Note: The
original literary works are not included.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Falling Up Thomas Holliday, 2013-01-25 Actors know
about falling up: a split-second ignition from the wings, propelling entrance as a new character, an
unwilled ascent to a different mode of being, an in-body experience that overlays preparation,
opportunity, choice, or chance. Falling Up, the first and only full-length Floyd study, is a metaphor



for humanity’s uncanny ability to rise from seeming disaster into rebirth. Floyd’s consistent
succession of soars, stumbles, slides, or wrenches sings of triumph over odds. A modern Renaissance
man, Floyd is our greatest living opera composer and librettist, a trained concert pianist, a master
stage director, and a teacher. In Falling Up, Holliday offers an intimate account of the life that
shaped the words and music. Combining insights from hundreds of interviews with Floyd, his family,
and many of the last half-century’s greatest singers, conductors, and opera administrators, Falling
Up traces Floyd’s Southern roots and the struggles and sacrifices that accompanied his rise to
operatic stardom. With more than forty photographs, the detailed evolution of Floyd’s fourteen
operas, and in-depth analysis of his nonoperatic works, Falling Up is essential reading for opera fans
and professionals alike, a book that moves, informs, and entertains.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Southern Writers Joseph M. Flora, Amber Vogel,
2006-06-21 This new edition of Southern Writers assumes its distinguished predecessor's place as
the essential reference on literary artists of the American South. Broadly expanded and thoroughly
revised, it boasts 604 entries-nearly double the earlier edition's-written by 264 scholars. For every
figure major and minor, from the venerable and canonical to the fresh and innovative, a biographical
sketch and chronological list of published works provide comprehensive, concise, up-to-date
information. Here in one convenient source are the South's novelists and short story writers, poets
and dramatists, memoirists and essayists, journalists, scholars, and biographers from the colonial
period to the twenty-first century. What constitutes a southern writer is always a matter for debate.
Editors Joseph M. Flora and Amber Vogel have used a generous definition that turns on having a
significant connection to the region, in either a personal or literary sense. New to this volume are
younger writers who have emerged in the quarter century since the dictionary's original publication,
as well as older talents previously unknown or unacknowledged. For almost every writer found in
the previous edition, a new biography has been commissioned. Drawn from the very best minds on
southern literature and covering the full spectrum of its practitioners, Southern Writers is an
indispensable reference book for anyone intrigued by the subject.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Neil Patrick Harris Cherese Cartlidge, 2012-01-20 Former
teen idol Neil Patrick Harris can be described as something of a Renaissance man, someone who is
intelligent and accomplished in a variety of areas, and who can act, sing, dance, play music, and
perform live. Harris's career has spanned more than twenty years. During that time, he has gone
from playing the baby-faced do-gooder Doogie Howser in the late 1980s and early 1990s to playing
the phenomenal cad Barney Stinson in the hit show How I Met Your Mother. Neil Patrick Harris is
widely admired not just for his many talents, but also for his openness and honesty about his own life
and his willingness to be frank about his homosexuality. This has made him a role model to others
who have struggled with their own sexual identity. Above all, Harris's ability to integrate his identity
and skills into his many projects has made him one of Hollywood's most versatile stars. Supporting
social studies and biography assignments, this informative edition presents readers with an overview
of Neil Patrick Harris's career and personal life.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Cold Sassy Tree (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Cold Sassy Tree (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Edmond Rostand Making
the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a
new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols a
review quiz and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying
and writing papers.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Preaching Through the Year of Luke David J. Schlafer,
2000
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Notes from a Native Son Garry Barker, 1995 Divided
into four parts, Learning, Working, Laughing, and Looking, Barker's essays range from some
provocative thoughts on federal arts subsidies to personal perspectives on the Appalachian crafts
industries, from a moving account of a trip home for a funeral to a gently humorous definition of



head of the holler (It's as far back as you can go, Barker says).
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Monte Hellman Brad Stevens, 2010-06-28 I just did it, and
I probably made more mistakes than the average person who makes a first film. I didn't really have
any help, and I wouldn't take any help. I had to do it on my own. Once I made my first film I
considered myself a film-maker. I lost all interest in the theater and never went back--Monte
Hellman In 1970, an LA Times headline described Monte Hellman as Hollywood's best kept secret.
More than thirty years later, Hellman and his work are still secrets, his genius recognized only by a
small but passionate group of admirers. This book is both a biography of Hellman and a critical
study of his films, which include The Shooting, Two-Lane Blacktop and Ride in the Whirlwind. It also
covers films to which Hellman has contributed as an editor, actor and producer, as well as those on
which he has worked, in various capacities, without onscreen credit, such as Shatter and Robocop.
Attention is focused on the hallmarks of Hellman's work, including his dominant themes and
obsessive characters, and all the films are subjected to close stylistic analysis.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Leaving Cold Sassy Olive Ann Burns, Katrina Kenison,
1992 Fifteen chapters of an unfinished sequel to the best-selling novel Cold Sassy Tree are drawn to
a conclusion by Burns's editor who also reflects on the inspiring life of Olive Ann Burns. 75,000 first
printing.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: Funeral and Memorial Service Readings, Poems and
Tributes Rachel R. Baum, 2007-11-28 Words can fail even the most articulate when called upon to
speak at a loved one's funeral or memorial occasion. The bereaved desires to say something
meaningful, yet services are often held so quickly that there is little time to find something
appropriate at the library or bookstore. This book is a collection of poetry and prose appropriate for
reading at a funeral or memorial service. To assist the reader in finding a suitable passage, the book
is divided into eleven chapters. There are tributes for mothers; fathers; children; spouses and
soulmates; friends; siblings and other close relatives; soldiers and victims of war or violence; pets;
and general readings appropriate for men, women, or any loved one. These selections will also prove
helpful for clergy, counselors, and hospice, hospital, and funeral professionals. Appendices list
resources and support organizations, and each selection is indexed by author, title, and first line. A
special additional index references pieces by famous uses, such as in a film, novel, or celebrity's
funeral, so readers can locate a passage they remember from its context.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: American Literature-Student James P. Stobaugh,
2012-11-01 Enjoy beloved classics while developing vocabulary, reading, and critical thinking skills!
Each literature book in the series is a one-year course Each chapter has five lessons with daily
concept-building exercises, warm-up questions, and guided readings Easy-to-use with suggested
reading schedules and daily calendar Equips students to think critically about philosophy and trends
in culture, and articulate their views through writing A well-crafted presentation of whole-book or
whole-work selections from the major genres of classic literature (prose, poetry, and drama), each
course has 34 chapters representing 34 weeks of study, with an overview of narrative background
material on the writers, their historical settings, and worldview. The rich curriculum’s content is
infused with critical thinking skills, and an easy-to-use teacher’s guide outlines student objectives
with each chapter, providing the answers to the assignments and weekly exercises. The final lesson
of the week includes both the exam, covering insights on the week’s chapter, as well as essays
developed through the course of that week’s study, chosen by the educator and student to
personalize the coursework for the individual learner.
  cold sassy tree by olive ann burns: The Semantics of Nouns Zhengdao Ye, 2017 This volume
brings together the latest research on the semantics of nouns in a variety of familiar and less
well-documented languages. It offers detailed analyses of individual nouns across a range of
conceptual domains, including 'people', 'places', and 'living things', with each analysis fully grounded
in a unified methodological framework.
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