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holy holy holy lord god almighty—these words evoke a deep sense of awe,
reverence, and worship that has echoed through centuries of religious
tradition. Whether encountered in hymns, scripture, or prayers, this phrase
encapsulates the profound holiness and sovereignty attributed to God. In this
article, we’ll explore the meaning, origins, and significance of "holy holy
holy lord god almighty," shedding light on why it remains a cornerstone of
faith and devotion in many Christian and Judeo-Christian contexts.

The Origins of "Holy Holy Holy Lord God
Almighty"

The phrase "holy holy holy lord god almighty" traces back to ancient
scripture, particularly the Bible, where the repetition of "holy" emphasizes
God's supreme holiness. The concept originates in the Old Testament, notably
in Isaiah 6:3, where seraphim around God’s throne proclaim, "Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory." This triple
repetition is a literary and theological device that underscores the absolute
perfection and separateness of God.

The Significance of Triple "Holy"

In biblical Hebrew, repetition often intensifies the meaning of a word. Thus,
saying "holy" three times isn’t just for poetic effect—it signifies the
ultimate degree of holiness. The trinity of the word is also traditionally
interpreted by Christians as prefiguring the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—reinforcing the depth of God’s nature.

The phrase "lord god almighty" complements this by highlighting God’s
authority and power. "Lord" denotes sovereignty, "God" points to divinity,
and "almighty" (translated from the Hebrew "El Shaddai") means all-powerful —
the one who reigns over all creation.

Theological Implications of the Phrase

Understanding "holy holy holy lord god almighty" involves more than
appreciating its poetic beauty; it invites reflection on God’s nature and how
human beings relate to the divine.



God’s Holiness and Human Response

Holiness, in a theological sense, is about being set apart, pure, and morally
perfect. When the seraphim declare God as "holy holy holy," they acknowledge
that God is entirely distinct from creation, unblemished by sin, and worthy
of worship. This recognition invites believers to respond with humility and
reverence.

In worship settings, repeating "holy" serves as a form of praise that aligns
the hearts of worshippers with the majesty of God. It also reminds believers
of their call to holiness, to live lives reflecting God's moral purity and
love.

The Lord God Almighty: Sovereignty and Power

Calling God "almighty" emphasizes His omnipotence. This title assures
believers of God’s control over all circumstances, offering comfort in times
of trouble and uncertainty. It also inspires trust because God's power is
coupled with His holiness and righteousness.

The Phrase in Christian Worship and Hymnody

"Holy holy holy lord god almighty" has been immortalized in Christian hymnody
and liturgy, becoming a staple expression of adoration.

The Famous Hymn: "Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God
Almighty!"

One of the most famous Christian hymns bearing this phrase is "Holy, Holy,
Holy! Lord God Almighty!" written by Reginald Heber in the early 19th
century. This hymn is often sung during worship services, especially on
occasions focusing on God's majesty and the Trinity.

The hymn’s lyrics beautifully capture the essence of the phrase:

> "Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
> Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
> Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
> God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!"

This hymn not only praises God’s holiness but also incorporates the doctrine
of the Trinity, making it a powerful declaration of faith.



Liturgical Uses and Contemporary Worship

Beyond traditional hymns,

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'Holy, Holy, Holy,
Lord God Almighty'?
The hymn 'Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty' was written by Reginald Heber
in 1826 and is commonly sung to the tune 'Nicaea' composed by John Bacchus
Dykes.

What is the main theme of the hymn 'Holy, Holy,
Holy, Lord God Almighty'?
The main theme of the hymn is the holiness and majesty of God, emphasizing
His eternal nature and the reverence due to Him as the Almighty Lord.

How is the phrase 'Holy, Holy, Holy' significant in
Christian worship?
The phrase 'Holy, Holy, Holy' is a biblical reference from Isaiah 6:3 and
Revelation 4:8, expressing the perfect and complete holiness of God, often
used in Christian worship to praise His divine nature.

In which Christian denominations is 'Holy, Holy,
Holy, Lord God Almighty' commonly sung?
The hymn is widely used across many Christian denominations, including
Anglican, Methodist, Lutheran, and Catholic churches, particularly during
worship services and special occasions.

What biblical scripture inspired the lyrics of
'Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty'?
The lyrics are inspired by biblical passages such as Isaiah 6:3, which says,
'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory,' and Revelation 4:8.

Why is the tune 'Nicaea' associated with 'Holy,
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty'?
The tune 'Nicaea', composed by John Bacchus Dykes in 1861, was named after



the Council of Nicaea and has become the traditional melody most commonly
paired with the hymn's lyrics.

How is 'Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty' used in
modern worship settings?
In modern worship, the hymn is often used as a call to worship, during Holy
Communion, or as a hymn of praise to acknowledge God's holiness and
sovereignty.

What makes 'Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty' a
timeless hymn?
Its profound theological message, poetic language, and majestic melody
contribute to its enduring popularity and ability to inspire worshippers
across generations.

Additional Resources
**The Enduring Significance of "Holy Holy Holy Lord God Almighty" in
Christian Worship and Hymnody**

holy holy holy lord god almighty is a phrase that resonates deeply within
Christian liturgical traditions, hymnody, and theological discourse. Rooted
in biblical scripture and echoed through centuries of worship, this triadic
proclamation encapsulates the majesty, holiness, and omnipotence attributed
to God. The phrase has inspired countless hymns, prayers, and worship songs,
becoming a cornerstone in the expression of divine reverence across
denominations.

This article delves into the origins, theological implications, and cultural
impact of the phrase "holy holy holy lord god almighty," exploring its usage
in hymnody, scriptural context, and its enduring influence on Christian
worship practices. By examining the phrase from historical, musical, and
doctrinal perspectives, this review aims to shed light on why it remains a
powerful invocation of God's sanctity and sovereignty.

Origins and Scriptural Foundations

The phrase "holy holy holy lord god almighty" is primarily derived from the
biblical text found in the Book of Revelation 4:8, where the four living
creatures around the throne of God continuously proclaim, "Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." This tripartite
repetition of "holy" is a significant biblical motif, emphasizing the
absolute purity and transcendence of God.



Additionally, this phrase echoes the Old Testament vision of Isaiah 6:3,
where seraphim call out, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole
earth is full of his glory." The triple repetition in both instances serves
to emphasize the perfection and completeness of God's holiness, a concept
deeply ingrained in Judeo-Christian theology.

The term "Lord God Almighty" further amplifies the divine attributes
attributed to God—Lord signifying authority and sovereignty, God denoting the
supreme deity, and Almighty underscoring omnipotence. Together, these terms
affirm a comprehensive understanding of God's nature as both transcendent and
immanent.

Theological Significance of the Triadic
Proclamation

The Meaning of "Holy" in Biblical Context

In biblical theology, "holy" is more than moral purity; it denotes being set
apart, sacred, and utterly other than creation. The threefold repetition
intensifies this attribute, symbolizing completeness and perfection. Scholars
suggest this repetition could also reference the triune nature of God in
Christian doctrine—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—although the original Hebrew
text predates explicit Trinitarian formulations.

Lord God Almighty: Authority and Sovereignty

The phrase "Lord God Almighty" encapsulates the authority and omnipotence of
God. "Lord" (YHWH or Adonai in Hebrew) conveys God's covenant relationship
with His people, while "Almighty" (El Shaddai) reflects limitless power. This
combination underscores the divine ability to govern creation justly and
powerfully, a theme central to both Old and New Testament teachings.

"Holy Holy Holy Lord God Almighty" in Hymnody:
A Musical Exploration

One of the most enduring musical renditions of this phrase is the classic
hymn "Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty," written by Reginald Heber in
1826. The hymn has become a staple in Christian worship, renowned for its
solemn yet uplifting melody and profound theological lyrics.



The Hymn's Structure and Impact

Reginald Heber’s hymn employs the triple holiness motif as its refrain,
reinforcing the divine attribute through repetition. Its meter and melody,
often paired with John Bacchus Dykes' tune "Nicaea," create a majestic
atmosphere conducive to congregational worship. The hymn’s widespread
adoption across denominations highlights its ecumenical appeal and
theological depth.

Modern Worship and Adaptations

Contemporary Christian music has embraced the phrase in various worship
songs, often blending traditional reverence with modern musical styles.
Artists and worship leaders incorporate "holy holy holy lord god almighty" to
invoke awe and adoration, bridging historical faith expressions with
contemporary congregational engagement.

Cultural and Liturgical Relevance

Ecumenical Usage Across Denominations

The phrase transcends denominational boundaries, featuring prominently in
Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, and evangelical worship services. Its
universal recognition fosters a shared language of worship, emphasizing God's
holiness and sovereignty as central tenets of Christian belief.

Role in Liturgical Settings

Within liturgy, "holy holy holy lord god almighty" often appears in the
Sanctus, a hymn of praise recited during the Eucharistic prayer. This
incorporation emphasizes the continuity of worship from biblical times to
present-day practices, linking congregants to a historical tradition of
glorifying God.

Analytical Perspectives on Usage and
Interpretation

From a linguistic standpoint, the repetition of "holy" functions as a poetic
device, reinforcing the concept through emphasis. The coupling with "lord god



almighty" strategically combines the attributes of sanctity, authority, and
omnipotence, crafting a holistic image of the divine.

Theologically, the phrase invites reflection on the nature of God’s
holiness—both transcendent and immanent. It challenges worshippers to
contemplate the infinite purity of God while acknowledging His intimate
involvement in creation and redemption.

Musically, its adaptability across genres and centuries demonstrates the
phrase’s enduring power to inspire and unify diverse Christian communities.
Whether in traditional hymns or contemporary worship songs, it serves as a
focal point for expressing reverence.

Comparative Insights: "Holy Holy Holy" Across
Traditions

Comparing "holy holy holy lord god almighty" with similar expressions in
other religious traditions reveals both unique and shared themes. For
instance, the Islamic declaration of God’s oneness and majesty, while
differing in form, similarly emphasizes divine transcendence.

Within Christianity, the phrase’s emphasis on holiness contrasts with other
attributes like love or mercy, highlighting the multifaceted nature of God’s
character. This balance enriches theological understanding and worship
dynamics.

Pros and Cons of Its Liturgical Prominence

Pros: The phrase’s repetition fosters meditative worship, reinforces
core theological truths, and unites diverse Christian groups.

Cons: Some critics argue that repetitive liturgical phrases may risk
rote recitation without meaningful engagement if not contextualized
properly.

The Enduring Legacy of "Holy Holy Holy Lord God
Almighty"

The phrase "holy holy holy lord god almighty" continues to shape Christian
worship and theology profoundly. Its scriptural roots provide a foundation
for understanding God’s nature, while its musical and liturgical expressions



facilitate communal reverence and spiritual reflection.

As churches and worship communities evolve, the phrase remains a vital link
to the past and a dynamic element of present-day devotion. Its capacity to
evoke awe, inspire faith, and articulate divine majesty ensures its place as
a timeless declaration within the global Christian experience.
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