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Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for the Intermediate Pianist: A Perfect Blend of Jazz and Sacred Music

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist have become a treasured resource for
pianists who want to explore the rich intersection of jazz and sacred music without feeling
overwhelmed by technical demands. Mark Hayes, renowned for his unique ability to blend
traditional hymns with contemporary jazz harmonies and rhythms, offers arrangements that are both
accessible and artistically satisfying. For intermediate pianists, these jazz hymns open a door to new
musical expression while honoring familiar tunes, making them an ideal addition to any pianist’s
repertoire.

Understanding Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for the
Intermediate Pianist

Mark Hayes is widely celebrated for his skillful arrangements of sacred music that incorporate jazz
elements such as syncopation, extended chords, and swing rhythms. His jazz hymn arrangements
are not only musically engaging but also pedagogically sound, targeting pianists who have some
experience but are still developing their technique and musicality.

What makes Mark Hayes’s jazz hymns particularly appealing to the intermediate pianist is their
balance between complexity and approachability. They provide an excellent opportunity to deepen
one’s understanding of jazz harmony and phrasing within a familiar hymn context, which can be less
intimidating than tackling pure jazz standards.

The Appeal of Jazz Hymns for Intermediate Pianists

Jazz hymns offer a fresh take on traditional sacred music, revitalizing these timeless melodies with
contemporary flair. For intermediate pianists, this genre is a playground for developing skills such
as:

- Mastering extended chord voicings (7ths, 9ths, 13ths) that enrich harmonic textures
- Exploring syncopated rhythms and swing feel, which improve timing and groove

- Enhancing expressive dynamics and phrasing, key elements in jazz performance

- Building confidence in improvisation or embellishing written arrangements

Mark Hayes’s jazz hymn collections often include well-known hymns that have been thoughtfully
arranged to maintain their spiritual essence while introducing jazz idioms. This ensures the music
remains accessible and emotionally resonant.



Key Features of Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for the
Intermediate Pianist

Accessible Arrangements with Depth

One of the standout characteristics of these jazz hymns is their thoughtful arrangement style. Mark
Hayes carefully crafts parts that are manageable for intermediate pianists but still offer enough
harmonic and rhythmic challenge to foster growth. His use of voice leading and chord substitutions
encourages pianists to think beyond basic triads and engage with richer harmonic landscapes.

Blend of Sacred Tradition and Jazz Language

Mark Hayes’s arrangements maintain the integrity of the hymn melodies, ensuring the spiritual
message is front and center. Yet, he skillfully layers jazz harmonies and rhythms underneath,
creating a soundscape that is both reverent and modern. This blend is particularly inspiring for
pianists who want to explore jazz without losing the hymn’s original character.

Educational Value and Performance Readiness

Beyond being enjoyable to play, these jazz hymn arrangements serve as excellent educational tools.
They help pianists develop ear training for jazz intervals, improve hand independence through
syncopated rhythms, and understand the importance of groove in music. Additionally, many
arrangements are suited for church performances, recitals, or informal gatherings, making them
practical choices for musicians seeking meaningful repertoire.

Tips for Intermediate Pianists Tackling Mark Hayes
Jazz Hymns

Focus on Rhythmic Precision

Jazz hymns often incorporate syncopation and swing rhythms that may be new territory for many
intermediate players. Practicing with a metronome and listening to jazz recordings can help
internalize these rhythmic patterns. It’s beneficial to start slowly, focusing on clean execution before
gradually increasing tempo.



Experiment with Voicings and Dynamics

Mark Hayes’s arrangements often include chord voicings that stretch beyond basic triads, such as
7th and 9th chords. Taking the time to understand these voicings and how they function
harmonically will enhance musicality. Additionally, dynamics play a crucial role in conveying the
emotional depth of jazz hymns; experimenting with touch and volume can bring the music to life.

Incorporate Improvisation Elements

While the arrangements are written, jazz encourages personal interpretation and improvisation.
Intermediate pianists can start by embellishing melodies or adding passing tones within the given
harmonic framework. This creative exploration not only deepens engagement but also builds
essential jazz skills.

Popular Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for Intermediate
Pianists

Several collections by Mark Hayes feature jazz hymn arrangements that are especially suitable for
intermediate players. Some favorites include:

e “Jazz Hymns for the Intermediate Pianist”: This collection is specifically tailored to
intermediate skill levels, featuring well-known hymns arranged with tasteful jazz harmonies
and rhythms.

e “A Jazz Celebration of Christmas”: Combining holiday hymns with jazz stylings, this book
offers festive pieces that are accessible yet rich in texture.

e “Mark Hayes Choral Series - Jazz Hymns”: Although primarily for choral use, many of the
piano accompaniments are perfect for solo performance, providing a great challenge for
intermediate pianists.

Exploring these collections can expand your repertoire with pieces that are both inspiring and
rewarding to play.

How Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns Enhance Musical Growth

Playing Mark Hayes jazz hymns encourages pianists to develop a sophisticated ear for harmony and
rhythm. The intermediate pianist learns to navigate chord extensions and substitutions, which are
fundamental aspects of jazz theory. Moreover, the integration of sacred melodies with jazz allows
musicians to connect emotionally with their music, enhancing expressive performance.



Another benefit is the versatility these arrangements bring. Whether you are playing in a church
setting, at a recital, or simply practicing at home, these pieces are adaptable and engaging. They
encourage players to think creatively, not just about notes but about mood, dynamics, and personal
interpretation.

Building Confidence in Jazz Performance

For many intermediate pianists, transitioning into jazz can seem daunting. Mark Hayes’s jazz hymn
arrangements act as a bridge, providing a familiar foundation through hymn tunes while gradually
introducing jazz elements. This methodical approach builds confidence and encourages further
exploration of jazz piano.

Integrating Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns into Your Practice
Routine

To get the most out of these jazz hymns, consider incorporating them strategically into your regular
practice:

1. Start with slow, hands-separate practice: Focus on the melody and basic chord structures
first.

2. Work on harmonic voicings: Practice chord shapes and inversions to ensure smooth
transitions.

3. Introduce rhythm and swing feel: Use a metronome or backing tracks to master timing and
groove.

4. Experiment with dynamics and expression: Bring the hymn’s emotional content to the
forefront.

5. Try improvisation: Begin with simple melodic embellishments to add your personal touch.

By following these steps, you can gradually build technical skills while deepening your musical
expression.

Where to Find Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for
Intermediate Pianists

Mark Hayes’s jazz hymn arrangements are widely available through music publishers like Hal
Leonard and directly from his official website. Many music stores, both brick-and-mortar and online,
stock his collections. Additionally, digital sheet music platforms often provide instant downloads,



making it easy to access these valuable resources.

When selecting pieces, look for collections labeled “intermediate” or check the preview pages to
gauge the difficulty. Some arrangements come with accompaniment tracks or suggested tempos,
which can be incredibly helpful during practice.

Exploring mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist is a rewarding journey that blends the
timeless beauty of hymns with the vibrant energy of jazz. These arrangements not only expand your
technical skills but also deepen your emotional connection to music, offering a unique and fulfilling
piano-playing experience. Whether you're preparing for a church service, recital, or personal
enjoyment, Mark Hayes’s jazz hymns provide an inspiring repertoire that grows with you as a
musician.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is "Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns" for the intermediate
pianist?

"Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns" is a collection of hymn arrangements by Mark Hayes designed specifically
for intermediate pianists, blending traditional hymn melodies with jazz harmonies and rhythms.

Is "Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns" suitable for intermediate
pianists?

Yes, the arrangements in "Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns" are tailored for intermediate-level pianists,
providing accessible yet engaging jazz-style interpretations of classic hymns.

What hymns are included in the "Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns"
collection?

The collection typically includes popular and well-loved hymns such as "Amazing Grace," "Be Thou
My Vision," "Holy, Holy, Holy," and other traditional favorites arranged in a jazz style.

Does "Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns" require advanced jazz skills to
play?

No, the collection is arranged for intermediate pianists, so while it incorporates jazz elements, it
does not demand advanced jazz techniques, making it approachable for those building their jazz
playing skills.

Where can I purchase or find "Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns" for



intermediate pianists?

"Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns" can be purchased through music retailers like Sheet Music Plus, JW
Pepper, or directly from Mark Hayes' official website and publisher sites.

Are there any recordings available to help learn "Mark Hayes
Jazz Hymns" arrangements?

Yes, recordings and play-along tracks are often available to accompany the sheet music, either
through official releases or online platforms like YouTube, which can aid pianists in learning the
style and interpretation.

Additional Resources

Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for the Intermediate Pianist: A Detailed Review and Analysis

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist presents a unique intersection of sacred
music and jazz improvisation, tailored specifically for pianists who have moved beyond beginner
status but are not yet advanced players. This collection, composed and arranged by Mark Hayes,
offers a fresh take on traditional hymns, integrating jazz harmonies and rhythms while maintaining
accessibility for intermediate-level musicians. As the demand for innovative church music grows,
particularly pieces that challenge and engage musicians without overwhelming them, Hayes’s work
stands out as a vital resource.

Exploring the Essence of Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for
the Intermediate Pianist

Mark Hayes is widely recognized for his skill in blending classical, gospel, and jazz elements into
cohesive arrangements that appeal to a broad audience. His jazz hymns collection for intermediate
pianists is no exception. Unlike advanced jazz arrangements that often require extensive technical
prowess and deep harmonic understanding, these pieces strike a balance by offering moderate
complexity with sufficient creative freedom.

Each hymn arrangement in this collection reinterprets familiar melodies through jazz-infused chord
progressions and rhythmic variations that introduce swing, syncopation, and bluesy undertones. The
resulting pieces are both reverential to the original hymns and invigorating through their fresh
stylistic approach. This makes them particularly attractive for church pianists, worship leaders, and
studio musicians seeking to diversify their repertoire.

Musical Features and Pedagogical Value

The hallmark of "Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for the Intermediate Pianist" lies in its thoughtful
arrangement style. The scores commonly feature:



e Extended chords such as 7ths, 9ths, and 13ths that enrich harmonic textures without
overwhelming the player

e Moderate tempo markings that encourage tasteful expression rather than virtuosic display
¢ Clear melodic lines that remain recognizable amidst the jazz reharmonization

e Accompaniment patterns that invoke jazz comping styles, providing an authentic feel

From an educational standpoint, these arrangements serve as excellent tools for pianists aiming to
develop their jazz sensibility. Intermediate players can practice chord voicings, rhythmic flexibility,
and dynamic control within a familiar melodic context. This dual focus on technique and musicality
reinforces core skills while expanding stylistic versatility.

Comparative Analysis: Mark Hayes vs. Other Jazz Hymn
Collections

To fully appreciate the value of Mark Hayes’s jazz hymns, it is instructive to compare them with
other collections marketed toward similar skill levels. Publications such as "Jazz Hymns for the
Intermediate Pianist" by other arrangers or the "Sacred Jazz Piano" series often present a range of
difficulty and stylistic approaches.

Mark Hayes’s arrangements tend to be more melody-centric, preserving the integrity of the original
hymn tunes more closely than some other jazz hymn collections, which sometimes prioritize complex
improvisations or more elaborate reharmonizations. This makes Hayes’s work particularly suitable
for worship settings where congregational recognition is crucial.

Additionally, Hayes’s use of moderate rhythmic variations and accessible chord structures contrasts
with more challenging jazz hymn books that may require advanced knowledge of modal interchange,

altered dominants, or rapid chord substitutions. Consequently, his jazz hymns offer a practical entry
point for intermediate pianists wishing to explore jazz influences without being intimidated.

Accessibility and Performance Contexts

One of the significant advantages of the "Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for the Intermediate Pianist"
collection is its adaptability across various performance scenarios:

¢ Church Worship: The hymns maintain liturgical relevance while offering a contemporary
sound, making them suitable for Sunday services and special occasions.

¢ Recitals and Concerts: Intermediate pianists can showcase their evolving jazz skills with
pieces that are both musically engaging and audience-friendly.

¢ Educational Settings: Music teachers and students can utilize these arrangements as



teaching aids to bridge classical hymnody and jazz improvisation.

These multiple applications enhance the collection’s appeal, allowing pianists to diversify their
repertoire in meaningful ways.

Technical Considerations and Challenges

Although the jazz hymns by Mark Hayes are tailored for intermediate players, certain technical
demands remain present. Players will encounter:

1. Voicing Challenges: Balancing extended chords while keeping a clear melodic line requires a
nuanced touch and hand independence.

2. Rhythmic Precision: Swing rhythms and syncopations necessitate steady timing and a
refined sense of groove.

3. Dynamic Control: Subtle dynamic shifts are essential to convey the emotional depth of both
the hymn and jazz elements.

These aspects ensure that while the arrangements are not overly daunting, they still provide
meaningful artistic growth opportunities. Pianists interested in developing their jazz technique will
find these pieces an excellent intermediate step toward more advanced jazz repertoire.

Pros and Cons of Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns for the Intermediate
Pianist

e Pros:
o Balances jazz complexity with accessibility
o Preserves hymn melodies for congregational familiarity
o Encourages stylistic growth in harmony and rhythm

o Versatile for worship, recital, and educational use

¢ Cons:

o May lack the harmonic adventurousness some jazz purists seek



o Intermediate players with limited jazz experience may require additional practice to
master swing feel

o Limited number of arrangements compared to some competing collections

Integrating Mark Hayes Jazz Hymns into Your Piano
Repertoire

For pianists looking to incorporate Mark Hayes jazz hymns into their practice or performance
repertoire, a gradual approach works best. Starting with slower tempos allows the player to
internalize the jazz rhythms and chord voicings. Practicing hands separately before combining them
helps manage the complexity of the extended harmonies and syncopations.

Additionally, listening to jazz interpretations of hymns or gospel tunes can deepen one’s
understanding of stylistic nuances that Hayes’s arrangements evoke. Collaborating with vocalists or
other instrumentalists in a worship setting can further enhance interpretive skills.

As familiarity increases, players may experiment with embellishments or subtle improvisations,
expanding upon the written arrangements while maintaining their structural integrity.

Availability and Format Options

Mark Hayes’s jazz hymn collections are available through various music publishers and online sheet
music platforms. Often offered in both print and digital formats, these arrangements are accessible
to a broad audience. Some editions also include performance tracks or companion recordings, which
can be invaluable for self-study and ensemble preparation.

The availability of these resources aids intermediate pianists in obtaining high-quality materials
tailored to their skill level and musical interests.

Mark Hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist provide a thoughtfully curated bridge between
traditional sacred music and jazz idioms. By offering arrangements that are musically rich yet
accessible, Hayes equips pianists with tools to explore new stylistic territories while honoring
timeless hymn melodies. This collection continues to be a significant asset for those seeking to
enrich worship experiences and personal musicianship with tasteful jazz expression.
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mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Mark Hayes , 2011-03-01 Level 2 Mark
Hayes is known for his dazzling piano artistry. However, many of the players who love his
arrangements wish that they didn't have quite so many notes or require such large reaches. Mark's
third book of intermediate solosdesigned specifically for these playersincludes spirituals and Gospel
songs with all of the brilliant Hayes trademark jazz chords and licks but in settings that can be
mastered more easily. You'll feel the joy the first time you open the book at home; then you'll want to
share it with your congregation.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Mark Hayes: Hymns for the
Intermediate Pianist: Hymn Settings That Touch the Soul , 2006-03 Level 2 I love Mark Hayes piano
arrangements, but they are just too difficult for me to play in public. If you have thought or even
uttered that sentiment, Mark Hayes has a wonderful gift for you! The artistry, the emotion, the
stylistic variety and musical interest--all are present in this, the first volume of an exciting new
series that's been created with the intermediate skills of an emerging pianist firmly in mind. The
listeners will both enjoy and be inspired by the unmistakable Mark Hayes touch, and only you will
know or appreciate these carefully crafted easier arrangements for their modest technical demands.
Now you can say, I can't wait for the next volume of Mark Hayes hymn arrangements to share with
my congregation, and have confidence that indeed, you will be able to do just that! (Durations are
included for all selections.)

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Clavier, 2006

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: The American Music Teacher , 2003

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Contemporary Worship Classics: 10
Richly-Arranged Piano Solos by Mark Hayes Mark Hayes, 2022-08-12 (Piano Solo Songbook).
Pianist/composer Mark Hayes puts his unique spin on ten contemporary classics for worship. These
intermediate piano solos, infused with rich harmonic language and hints of jazz, will be welcome in
both church and home. Songs include: Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) * Cornerstone * How
Deep the Father's Love for Us * In Christ Alone * Living Hope * Lord, I Need You * Open the Eyes of
My Heart * 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) * Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me * Your Name.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Mark Hayes , 2017-03 Mark Hayes
selected ten of the most popular contemporary worship songs for the latest installment in his
best-selling series for the intermediate pianist. Songs like Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone),
Revelation Song, and Blessed Be Your Name will have you reading from this collection often!

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Hymns Hal Leonard Corp.,
2017-07-01 (Jazz Piano Solos). 33 hymns reimagined for jazz piano in piano solo arrangements with
chord symbols, including: Abide with Me * All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name * Amazing Grace * Be
Thou My Vision * Blessed Assurance * Fairest Lord Jesus * Holy, Holy, Holy * How Firm a
Foundation * It Is Well with My Soul * Just a Closer Walk with Thee * A Mighty Fortress Is Our God *
Nearer, My God, to Thee * The Old Rugged Cross * Onward, Christian Soldiers * Rock of Ages *
Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus * What a Friend We Have in Jesus * and more.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Mark Hayes: Hymns for Organ,
Volume 3: Artistic Expressions of Faith and Joy , 2015-03-01 The inventive hymn-based works of
Mark Hayes continue to amaze and uplift. Seven titles drawn from his many popular piano books are
scored specifically for organ in this superb collection. These arrangements will be a blessing to all
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who hear them, and organists will appreciate the high level of musicality that they provide.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Hymns Hal Leonard Corp., 2017-03-31
(Jazz Piano Solos). 33 hymns reimagined for jazz piano, including: Abide with Me * All Hail the
Power of Jesus' Name * Amazing Grace * Be Thou My Vision * Blessed Assurance * Faith of Our
Fathers * Holy, Holy, Holy * How Firm a Foundation * It Is Well with My Soul * Just a Closer Walk
with Thee * A Mighty Fortress Is Our God * Nearer, My God, to Thee * The Old Rugged Cross *
Onward, Christian Soldiers * Rock of Ages * To God Be the Glory * We Gather Together * Were You
There? * What a Friend We Have in Jesus * and more.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Mark Hayes Miniatures, 2016-03-01
A church pianist himself, Mark delighted in the opportunity to create this flexible collection of short,
easy-to-prepare hymn arrangements and original compositions. These bite-sized miniatures maintain
his signature sounds despite their brevity and will serve your prelude, offertory, and interlude needs
during worship.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Mark Hayes: Hymns for Organ: Artistic
Expressions of Faith and Joy , 2013-03 The enticing keyboard stylings of Mark Hayes are now
available for organists. All of the abundant variety and creative sparkle of Mark's originals have
been preserved in these arrangements that have been carefully and idiomatically scored for organ.
From the unbridled joy of Christians, We Have Met to Worship to the quiet introspection of Morning
Has Broken, congregations and recital audiences alike will delight at experiencing anew these
unique and satisfying offerings.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Jazzy Hymns and Spirituals Paul
Johnston, 2014-02-21 The arrangements in this collection were written to contribute meaningful new
music to the church service. The spirit of original music is retained while incorporating jazz
harmonies and written-out improvised passages. These pieces range from the reflective to the
celebratory, and it is hoped that you will enjoy playing them for your own pleasure and to share with
others. Titles: * Abide with Me * Give Me Jesus * I've Got Peace Like a River * Jesus Loves Me, This I
know * Leaning on the Everlasting Arms * Oh Happy Day * Simple Gifts * Sweet Hour of Prayer *
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot * Wade in the Water * When the Saints Go Marching In

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Mark Hayes: Hymns for Organ, Vol. 2:
Artistic Expressions of Faith and Joy , 2014-03-01 Written in Mark's signature style and arranged
specifically for organ, this second volume of creative hymn settings follows the enthusiastic response
received from the first volume. Organists will find these titles so much fun to play as they continue
to create effective backgrounds for meditation and rejoicing in the worship service.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: The Best of Mark Hayes , 2008-09
(Shawnee Press). A follow-up to the smashing success of his inaugural compilation. This potpourri of
praise from the renowned composer and performer is a must for every pianist. This stellar second
volume focuses on contemporary classics arranged with that unmistakable Mark Hayes touch. There
are several selections written especially for this collection making this an essential and permanent
addition to your keyboard library. Contents: Great Is Thy Faithfulness * People Need the Lord * How
Majestic Is Your Name * In Christ Alone * Sing to the Lord * The Light of the World Is Jesus * Praise
His Greatness * He Giveth More Grace/No One Ever * Sing Hallelujah * Alfred Burt Carol Medley *
Resurrection Medley * Pass It On * Interlude * The Love of Jesus Medley * I'd Rather Have Jesus.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Well-Tempered Jazz Piano Solos
Mark Hayes, 1998-12 (Shawnee Press). Favorite spirituals and gospel songs, all set in styles ranging
from old-time swing, to blues, to bossa, to a romantic movie theme to quasi new age stylings. This
recording features solo piano with rhythm section. Songs include: Amazing Grace * Every Time I
Feel the Spirit * Just a Closer Walk with Thee * Old Time Religion/Swing Low, Sweet Chariot * and
more.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: The Best of Mark Hayes for Solo Voice
Mark Hayes, 2013-12-11 From the best-selling Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection comes this new
compilation. Carefully chosen by Mark Hayes, the vocal solos are the “best of the best”... useful for




concert, contests, recitals, and worship. Titles: * Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing * Give Me
Jesus * Safe Within Your Arms * Marchin’ on Up * My Lord, What a Morning * Joshua Fit the Battle
of Jericho * The Coventry Carol and more.

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Hymns , 1997-09-01

mark hayes jazz hymns for the intermediate pianist: Classic Hymns Larry White,
2006-01-01 Classic Hymns with a touch of Jazz contains ten piano arrangements in the jazz style.
These arrangements are ideal for Christian social events and worship. Great for the classical trained
pianist who is new to jazz.
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