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**Colm Toibin The Empty Family: Exploring the Depths of Human Connection and Loneliness**

colm toibin the empty family is a phrase that resonates deeply with readers who have encountered the
evocative and intimate stories crafted by the acclaimed Irish author. Colm Toibin’s collection, *The Empty
Family*, stands out as a masterful exploration of human relationships, identity, and the often unspoken
emotions that bind us or isolate us. This compilation of short stories delves into the complexities of family
dynamics, personal loss, and the search for meaning in a seemingly indifferent world.

If you’re curious about what makes *The Empty Family* a significant work in contemporary literature, or
if you want to understand the themes and stylistic nuances Toibin employs, this article will guide you
through the intricate layers of his storytelling.

Understanding Colm Toibin and His Literary Style

Before diving into *The Empty Family*, it’s helpful to know a bit about Colm Toibin himself. An award-
winning novelist, essayist, and critic, Toibin is celebrated for his beautifully restrained prose and his ability
to render profound emotional truths with subtlety. His works often touch on themes of exile, identity, and
the quiet struggles within families, particularly within Irish contexts.

The Signature Style in Toibin’s Writing

One of the hallmarks of Toibin’s writing is his minimalist yet deeply evocative language. Instead of
dramatic plot twists or overt emotional displays, he favors nuanced character development and moments of
quiet introspection. This style invites readers to engage actively with the text, interpreting silences and
reading between the lines.

In *The Empty Family*, this approach is especially evident. The stories often focus on ordinary people
grappling with universal issues like grief, estrangement, and the passage of time. Toibin’s prose is clean and
precise, allowing the emotional weight of the narrative to emerge naturally.

Exploring the Themes in The Empty Family

The collection’s title itself, *The Empty Family*, hints at the pervasive sense of absence and longing that
courses through the stories. But what exactly does Toibin mean by “empty,” and how does this concept



manifest across the different narratives?

Family and Estrangement

At its core, *The Empty Family* examines the fraying bonds within families. Toibin presents characters
who experience various forms of estrangement—be it emotional distance, physical separation, or unresolved
conflicts. These stories highlight how family relationships can be both sustaining and suffocating, filled with
love but also with misunderstanding.

For example, some stories depict adult children returning home after years away, only to find that time has
altered their relationships irrevocably. Others explore the silence that builds between family members after
a loss or betrayal. Through these portrayals, Toibin encourages readers to reflect on their own familial
connections and the complexities that accompany them.

Isolation and Loneliness

Another powerful theme running through *The Empty Family* is isolation. Many characters grapple with
feelings of loneliness, sometimes in crowded rooms or bustling cities. Toibin doesn’t just focus on physical
isolation but also the internal solitude that arises from unshared thoughts or hidden desires.

The stories suggest that loneliness can be both a condition and a state of mind, often intertwined with the
characters’ sense of identity and belonging. This exploration resonates strongly with readers who have
experienced similar emotions, making the collection profoundly relatable.

Identity and Self-Discovery

In addition to family and loneliness, *The Empty Family* also delves into questions of identity. Several
stories feature protagonists who are coming to terms with aspects of themselves that have been suppressed
or unacknowledged. Whether it’s grappling with sexuality, cultural displacement, or personal history,
Toibin’s characters often find themselves on journeys of self-discovery.

This theme is particularly significant in the context of Irish literature, where questions of national and
personal identity frequently intersect. Toibin’s approach, however, is intimate rather than political,
focusing on the individual’s inner life.



The Stories That Shape The Empty Family

To appreciate the depth of *The Empty Family*, it helps to glance at some of the standout stories within
the collection. Each story offers a unique perspective, yet all contribute to the overarching meditations on
connection and absence.

“The Name of the Game”

This story follows a man who returns to Ireland after years abroad, confronting both his past and the
changes in his family. It beautifully captures the tension between nostalgia and reality, illustrating how
time reshapes relationships.

“The Empty Family” (Title Story)

The title story itself is a poignant reflection on loss and the silence that follows. It centers on a character’s
attempt to reconcile with the memory of a deceased relative, evoking a sense of mourning that is both
personal and universal.

“The Dead”

In “The Dead,” Toibin explores grief through a character’s encounter with the remains of his family home
and the ghosts of the past. The story’s subtlety and emotional depth exemplify Toibin’s skill in portraying
how the past lingers in the present.

Why *The Empty Family* Resonates With Readers

One reason *The Empty Family* has garnered critical acclaim and a devoted readership is its emotional
authenticity. Toibin’s stories don’t offer easy answers or neat resolutions; instead, they reflect the messiness
of real life.

Relatability of Characters

The characters in *The Empty Family* are ordinary people facing familiar challenges—estrangement, loss,
identity crises. Readers often find themselves seeing their own experiences mirrored in the stories, which



fosters a deep connection to the text.

Atmospheric Writing

Toibin’s ability to create atmosphere through detailed settings and sensory descriptions makes the stories
immersive. Whether set in Dublin, New York, or small Irish towns, the locations feel alive and contribute
to the emotional tone.

Subtlety and Nuance

Rather than dramatic climaxes, Toibin’s narratives thrive on subtle moments—glances, silences, unfinished
conversations—that reveal character and emotion. This nuance invites thoughtful reflection and rewards
careful reading.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Empty Family

If you’re new to Colm Toibin’s work or to *The Empty Family* specifically, here are some tips to enhance
your reading experience:

Read slowly and attentively: Toibin’s prose is layered, and the emotional impact often builds
gradually.

Reflect on the silences: Pay attention to what’s left unsaid; the gaps in dialogue and narration are
meaningful.

Consider the cultural context: Understanding Irish history and society can deepen your appreciation,
though the themes are universal.

Discuss with others: Sharing interpretations with fellow readers can uncover new insights and
perspectives.

Colm Toibin’s Place in Contemporary Literature



*The Empty Family* is an important work that cements Colm Toibin’s status as a leading figure in modern
literary fiction. His ability to capture the intricacies of human emotion with economy and grace has
influenced many writers and enriched readers worldwide.

Moreover, Toibin’s exploration of themes like family, loss, and identity resonates beyond Ireland,
addressing universal experiences that transcend borders. For anyone interested in literary fiction that
marries elegance with emotional depth, *The Empty Family* is a compelling choice.

---

In experiencing *colm toibin the empty family*, readers are invited into a world where silence speaks
volumes and the spaces between words hold the deepest truths. It’s a collection that lingers long after the
last page is turned, prompting reflection on the ties that bind us and the emptiness that sometimes lies
beneath.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Empty Family' by Colm Tóibín about?
'The Empty Family' is a collection of short stories by Colm Tóibín that explores themes of family, identity,
exile, and loss, often focusing on characters grappling with personal and cultural displacement.

When was 'The Empty Family' published?
'The Empty Family' was published in 2010.

What are some recurring themes in 'The Empty Family'?
Recurring themes include exile, loneliness, family dynamics, memory, and the search for belonging.

How does Colm Tóibín's background influence the stories in 'The Empty
Family'?
Tóibín's Irish background and his experiences of living abroad influence his exploration of cultural identity,
displacement, and the complexities of family relationships in the stories.

Which story in 'The Empty Family' is considered particularly notable?
The title story, 'The Empty Family,' is often highlighted for its poignant portrayal of a woman confronting
her past and her relationships with her family.



What literary style does Colm Tóibín use in 'The Empty Family'?
Tóibín employs a minimalist and elegant prose style, focusing on subtle emotional undercurrents and
detailed character development.

Has 'The Empty Family' received any literary awards or recognition?
While 'The Empty Family' did not win major awards, it was widely praised by critics and helped solidify
Tóibín's reputation as a master of the short story form.

How does 'The Empty Family' compare to Colm Tóibín's other works?
Like his novels, 'The Empty Family' delves deeply into themes of identity, family, and exile, but its short
story format allows for a range of perspectives and narratives, showcasing Tóibín's versatility as a writer.

Additional Resources
Colm Toibin The Empty Family: A Deep Dive into the Subtle Art of Emotional Storytelling

colm toibin the empty family represents a significant contribution to contemporary Irish literature,
showcasing the renowned author’s mastery over the short story form. Published in 2010, this collection of
stories delves into themes of identity, loss, displacement, and the complexities of familial relationships.
Toibin’s work is often marked by its quiet intensity, and The Empty Family is no exception, offering
readers a series of introspective narratives that probe the subtle emotional landscapes of its characters.

Exploring Thematic Depths in The Empty Family

Colm Toibin’s The Empty Family stands out for its penetrating exploration of human vulnerability. The
title itself suggests an underlying motif—the notion of emptiness within familial structures, whether
physical absence or emotional distance. Throughout the collection, Toibin examines how individuals
navigate their internal and external worlds, often marked by a profound sense of isolation and longing.

The stories are not bound by a singular narrative arc but rather present a mosaic of experiences that
collectively reflect on the fragility of human connection. Themes of exile and displacement recur
frequently, reflecting both the personal and cultural dislocations experienced by Irish characters and
expatriates alike. This focus aligns with Toibin’s broader literary concerns, as seen in his novels, where
identity and belonging are central motifs.



Characterization and Emotional Subtlety

One of the defining features of Colm Toibin’s storytelling in The Empty Family is his nuanced
characterization. The author eschews dramatic plot twists in favor of carefully crafted emotional realism.
Characters are often portrayed in moments of quiet contemplation, their inner lives revealed through
minimalist dialogue and evocative descriptions.

This restrained style allows readers to engage deeply with the characters’ psychological states. For instance,
the protagonists frequently grapple with feelings of regret, missed opportunities, or the weight of
unspoken truths. The emotional undercurrents resonate strongly, creating an atmosphere that is both
intimate and universal.

Stylistic Elements and Narrative Technique

Toibin’s prose in The Empty Family is characterized by clarity and precision, with each sentence crafted to
convey maximum emotional impact with minimal ornamentation. His narrative technique often involves
shifting perspectives and timeframes, which enriches the storytelling by layering memories and present
experiences.

The economy of language and subtle use of symbolism reinforce the themes of absence and longing. For
example, recurring images such as empty rooms, unvisited places, and silent phone calls serve as metaphors
for the emotional chasms between characters. This stylistic approach aligns with the broader tradition of
Irish short story writing, which frequently emphasizes restraint and suggestion over explicit exposition.

Comparative Context: The Empty Family Among Toibin’s
Works

When positioned within Colm Toibin’s oeuvre, The Empty Family reveals both continuities and
departures from his other works. While his novels—such as Brooklyn and The Testament of Mary—tend to
focus on singular protagonists over extended narratives, this collection allows for a multiplicity of voices
and perspectives.

The short story format offers Toibin a platform to experiment with narrative brevity without sacrificing
depth. Readers familiar with Toibin’s thematic preoccupations will recognize the persistent motifs of exile,
sexuality, and familial tension, but The Empty Family’s stories often embrace a more fragmented and
elliptical form. This variety enriches the reader’s understanding of Toibin’s literary vision, demonstrating
his versatility and command over diverse storytelling methods.



Reception and Critical Perspectives

Since its publication, The Empty Family has garnered critical acclaim for its emotional resonance and
technical finesse. Literary critics have praised Toibin’s ability to capture the complexities of human
relationships with understated elegance. The collection is frequently cited in discussions about the
evolution of the modern Irish short story, highlighting Toibin’s role in revitalizing the form for
contemporary audiences.

Some critics have noted the melancholic tone that permeates the stories, suggesting that the pervasive
sense of loss may challenge readers seeking more uplifting narratives. However, this emotional depth is
also viewed as a strength, offering a poignant reflection on the human condition that transcends cultural
and temporal boundaries.

Why The Empty Family Remains Relevant Today

In an era marked by global migration, shifting family dynamics, and evolving notions of identity, Colm
Toibin’s The Empty Family continues to resonate with readers worldwide. The collection’s exploration of
displacement and the search for belonging speaks directly to contemporary experiences of diaspora and
cultural hybridity.

Moreover, Toibin’s treatment of family—a concept often idealized in mainstream discourse—as a site of
emptiness and complexity provides a nuanced counterpoint to simplistic narratives. This honest portrayal
encourages readers to confront uncomfortable truths about relationships and selfhood.

For Readers and Scholars Alike

The Empty Family serves as a rich text for both casual readers and academic inquiry. For those interested
in literary studies, the collection offers fertile ground for examining narrative structure, character
development, and thematic interplay within short fiction. It also invites analysis through lenses such as
postcolonial theory, gender studies, and psychoanalytic criticism.

For the general reader, the stories present accessible yet profound reflections on personal and cultural
identity. The emotional subtlety and narrative restraint make the collection a compelling read that rewards
attentive engagement.

Key Themes: Identity, family, exile, loss, belonging

Literary Style: Minimalist prose, emotional restraint, symbolism



Format: Short story collection

Publication Year: 2010

Author: Colm Toibin, renowned Irish novelist and essayist

Colm Toibin’s The Empty Family is a testament to the power of short fiction to illuminate the human
psyche with clarity and empathy. Its ongoing relevance and critical success underscore Toibin’s stature as a
pivotal figure in contemporary literature, particularly within the Irish literary tradition.

Colm Toibin The Empty Family
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Dublin Literary Award, comes a stunning new book of fiction. In the captivating stories that make
upThe Empty Family, Colm Tóibín delineates with a tender and unique sensibility, lives of unspoken
or unconscious longing, of individuals often willingly cast adrift from their history. From the young
Pakistani immigrant who seeks some kind of permanence in a strange town, to the Irish woman
reluctantly returning to Dublin and discovering a city that refuses to acknowledge her long absence,
each of Tóibín's stories manage to contain whole worlds: stories of fleeing the past and returning
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home, of family threads lost and ultimately regained. Like Tóibín's celebrated novels, and his
previous short story collection,Mothers and Sons, reviewed on the front page of theNew York
TimesBook Review,The Empty Familywill further confirm Tóibín's status as his generation's most
gifted writer of love's complicated, contradictory power. (Los Angeles Times) From the Hardcover
edition.
  colm toibin the empty family: Narratives of the Unspoken in Contemporary Irish Fiction
M. Teresa Caneda-Cabrera, José Carregal-Romero, 2023-07-21 This Open access book is a collection
of essays and offers an in-depth analysis of silence as an aesthetic practice and a textual strategy
which paradoxically speaks of the unspoken nature of many inconvenient hidden truths of Irish
society in the work of contemporary fiction writers. The study acknowledges Ireland’s history of
damaging silences and considers its legacies, but it also underscores how silence can serve as a
valuable, even productive, means of expression. From a wide range of critical perspectives, the
individual essays address, among other issues, the conspiracies of silence in Catholic Ireland, the
silenced structural oppression of Celtic Tiger Ireland, the recovery of silenced stories/voices of the
past and their examination in the present, as well as millennial disaffection and the silencing of
vulnerability in today’s neoliberal Ireland. The book ’s attention to silence provides a rich vocabulary
for understanding what unfolds in the quiet interstices of Irish writing from recent decades. This
study also invokes the past to understand the present and, thus, demonstrates the continuities and
discontinuities that define how silence operates in Irish culture. Grant FFI2017-84619-P AEI, ERDF,
EU (INTRUTHS “Inconvenient Truths: Cultural Practices of Silence in Contemporary Irish Fiction”)
Funded by the Spanish Research Agency AEI http://dx.doi.org/10.13039/501100011033 and by the
European Regional Development Fund ERDF A Way of Making Europe
  colm toibin the empty family: The Oxford Handbook of Modern Irish Fiction Liam Harte, 2020
Presents essays by thirty-five leading scholars of Irish fiction that provide authoritative assessments
of the breadth and achievement of Irish novelists and short story writers.
  colm toibin the empty family: The Irish Short Story at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century
Madalina Armie, 2022-12-30 In the mid-1990s, Ireland was experiencing the best of times. The Celtic
Tiger seemed to instil in the national consciousness that poverty was a problem of the past. The
impressive economic performance ensured that the Republic occupied one of the top positions
among the world’s economic powers. During the boom, dissident voices continuously criticised what
they considered to be a mirage, identifying the precariousness of its structures and foretelling its
eventual crash. The 2008 recession proved them right. Throughout this time, the Irish contemporary
short story expressed distrust. Enabled by its capacity to reflect change with immediacy and
dexterity, the short story saw through the smokescreen created by the Celtic Tiger discourse of
well-being. It reinterpreted and captured the worst and the best of the country and became a bridge
connecting tradition and modernity. The major objective of this book is to analyse the interactions
between fiction and reality during this period in Ireland by studying the short stories written by old
and emergent voices published between the birth of the Celtic Tiger in 1995 up to its immediate
aftermath in 2013.
  colm toibin the empty family: Out of Time Lynne Segal, Elaine Showalter, 2014-07-01 A brave
book with a polemical argument on the paradoxes, struggles and advantages of aging. How old am I?
Don’t ask, don’t tell. As the baby boomers approach their sixth or seventh decade, they are faced
with new challenges and questions of politics and identity. In the footsteps of Simone de Beauvoir,
Out of Time looks at many of the issues facing the aged—the war of the generations and
baby-boomer bashing, the politics of desire, the diminished situation of the older woman, the space
on the left for the presence and resistance of the old, the problems of dealing with loss and
mortality, and how to find victory in survival.
  colm toibin the empty family: The Last Asylum Barbara Taylor, 2015-04-15 In the late
1970s, Barbara Taylor, then an acclaimed young historian, began to suffer from severe anxiety. In
the years that followed, Taylor's world contracted around her illness. Eventually, she was admitted
to what had once been England's largest psychiatric institutions, the infamous Friern Mental



Hospital in London
  colm toibin the empty family: Rhythms of Writing Helena Wulff, 2020-05-15 This is the first
anthropological study of writers, writing and contemporary literary culture. Drawing on the
flourishing literary scene in Ireland as the basis for her research, Helena Wulff explores the social
world of contemporary Irish writers, examining fiction, novels, short stories as well as journalism.
Discussing writers such as John Banville, Roddy Doyle, Colm Tóibín, Frank McCourt, Anne Enright,
Deirdre Madden, Éilís Ní Dhuibhne, Colum McCann, David Park, and Joseph O ́Connor, Wulff reveals
how the making of a writer’s career is built on the ‘rhythms of writing’: long hours of writing in
solitude alternate with public events such as book readings and media appearances. Destined to
launch a new field of enquiry, Rhythms of Writing is essential reading for students and scholars in
anthropology, literary studies, creative writing, cultural studies, and Irish studies.
  colm toibin the empty family: Traditions and Difference in Contemporary Irish Short Fiction
Tsung Chi (Hawk) Chang, 2020-12-17 This book focuses on traditions and transformations in
contemporary Irish short fiction, covering pivotal issues such as gender, sexuality, abortion, the
body, nostalgia, identity, and migration. In separate chapters, it introduces readers to important
writers such as Maeve Binchy, Colm Tóibín, Edna O’Brien, Emma Donoghue, Gish Jen, and Donal
Ryan. Given its focus, the book benefits researchers and students who are interested in Irish
literature and culture, especially those who want to learn about important traditions in Irish
literature, the changing face of these conventions, and the implications. The book, which received
the First Book Prize 2019 awarded by The Hong Kong Academy of the Humanities, offers a unique
window on Irish culture and a good read for fans of these acclaimed writers who want to learn about
interesting issues concerning their short fiction.
  colm toibin the empty family: The Emerald Archive Gary Freedman, 2019-05-16 The Emerald
Archive is a novel in verse about a Jewish-Iranian emigre family living in Manhattan. The book is a
theme and variations. It opens with a three-page prose theme that summarizes the plot of the entire
book. The remaining pages are a series of poems that function as a collection of variations on the
theme. The story unfolds through the poems. The final page, in prose, ties together the themes of
the book. The major characters of The Emerald Archive include a high-earning dental surgeon and
his depressive wife, a gay librarian, an accounting student, a stripper, a concert pianist and a Park
Avenue psychoanalyst. There are numerous minor characters.
  colm toibin the empty family: Life and Work Tim Parks, 2016-06-28 Acclaimed novelist and
critic Tim Parks has long been fascinated by the complicated relationship between an author’s life
and work. Dissatisfied with the dominant modes of reading he encountered, he began exploring the
underlying values and patterns that guide authors in both their writing and their lives. In a series of
provocative, incisive, and unflinching essays written over the past decade and collected for the first
time here, he reveals how style and content in a novel reflect a whole pattern of communication and
positioning in the author’s ordinary and daily behavior. We see how life and work are deeply
enmeshed in the work of writers as diverse as Charles Dickens, Feodor Dostoevsky, James Joyce,
Anton Chekhov, Philip Roth, Julian Barnes, Peter Stamm, and Geoff Dyer, among others. Parks
further shows us how readers’ reactions to these writers and their works are inevitably connected to
these communicative patterns, establishing a relationship that goes far beyond aesthetic
appreciation. This original and daring collection takes us into the psychology of some of our greatest
writers and challenges us to see with more clarity how our lives become entangled with theirs
through our reading of their novels.
  colm toibin the empty family: Space, Identity and Discourse in Anglophone Studies Attila
Dósa, Ágnes Maguczné Godó, Anett Schäffer, Robin Lee Nagano, 2024-02-20 This book explores the
dynamic intersections where cultures, languages and spaces converge, shaping identities and
creating new forms of expression. The authors attempt to unravel the complexity of narrative and
imaginative spaces by examining cultural identities in global contexts. The essays on literary
representations consider abstract border crossings through rewriting and reappropriation in various
genres, while also looking at immigrant fiction, post-Anthropocene narratives and hybrid spaces



through a postcolonial lens. The essays on history and politics critically examine identity conflicts in
the United States, while the contributions on applied linguistics and language pedagogy offer
insights into online teaching experiences during COVID-19, sociocultural aspects of language use
and the formation of bilingual identities. Employing innovative methods in reinterpreting literary
works, political narratives and different types of discourse, past and present, this collection
contributes to ongoing scholarly dialogues on the multifaceted challenges associated with identity
construction through border crossings.
  colm toibin the empty family: A Guest at the Feast Colm Tóibín, 2011-12-01 A Guest at the
Feast is Colm Tóibín's touching memoir. A Guest at the Feast moves from the small town of
Enniscorthy to Dublin, from memories of a mother who always had a book on the go to the author's
early adulthood, from a love of literature to the influences of place and family. Tóibín's captivating
memoir is the story of a writer coming of age and his connections between home, work and love. It is
a perfect gem of a book.
  colm toibin the empty family: Notos Öykü 32 - 100 Temel Eser (Notos’un 6. Büyük
Soruşturması) Kolektif, 100 Temel Eser Notos’un 6. Büyük Soruşturması Resmi listeye gerçek bir
seçenek Ekrem Işın: “Güncel olan akademik moda, edebiyatçıyı edebiyattan kovmuştur.” J.L.
Borges’te Hiper-metin ve G.G. Marquez’in Yüzyıllık Yalnızlık’ı… Edebiyatımızın önde gelen
dergilerinden Notos, her yıl farklı bir konuda düzenlediği geleneksel yıllık soruşturmalarının
altıncısının sonuçlarını Şubat-Mart, 32. sayısında açıkladı. Konusu 100 Temel Eser olarak belirlenen
Notos’un 32. sayısındaki soruşturma, 192 kişinin yer aldığı önemli bir kamuoyunun seçimlerini
yansıtıyor. Notos, dergicilik görevlerinden biri olarak gördüğü ve her yıl bir kez yaptığı bu
geleneksel soruşturmalarıyla edebiyat dünyamıza nitelikli veriler kazandırmayı amaçlıyor. Gelecekte
bu listelere dönüp bakanlar, geçmişin kültürünün ayak izlerini görecektir. Bu liste, öğretmenlerin,
öğrencilerin, genç ve yetişkin okurların, araştırmacıların dönüp bakabileceği, kendilerine göre
değiştirip yararlanabileceği bir liste olarak çıktıysa ortaya, yararlı bir sonuç alınmış demektir.
Notos’un bu sayısında edebiyatla gündelik hayatı, tarihle sanatı bir arada düşünmeyi seçen bir
“edebiyat adamı” Ekrem Işın ile yapılmış söyleşi de var. Ekrem Işın modernleşme serüveni, gündelik
hayatla edebiyatın temas noktaları, postmodernist refleksler üstüne konuşuyor. Notos’un sürekli
yazarlarından Enis Batur “İstek ve Sıra”da kendi yazma serüvenini inceliyor, Suzan Samancı da
okurlar ve yazar adayları için “okunması zorunlu kitaplar”ı seçti. #NotosKitap #NotosÖyküDergisi
  colm toibin the empty family: The Testament of Mary Colm Toibin, 2012-11-13 A
provocative imagining of the later years of the mother of Jesus finds her living a solitary existence in
Ephesus years after her son's crucifixion and struggling with guilt, anger, and feelings that her son
is not the son of God and that His sacrifice was not for a worthy cause.
  colm toibin the empty family: Long Island Colm Toibin, 2025-04-01 OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB
PICK * Named a Most Anticipated Book by The Globe and Mail, The New York Times, The
Washington Post, The Financial Times, Good Housekeeping, and more. From the beloved, critically
acclaimed New York Times bestselling author comes a spectacularly moving and intense novel of
secrecy, misunderstanding, and love, the story of Eilis Lacey, the complex and enigmatic heroine of
Brooklyn, Tóibín’s most popular work twenty years later. Eilis Lacey is Irish, married to Tony
Fiorello, a plumber and one of four Italian American brothers, all of whom live in neighboring houses
on a cul-de-sac in Lindenhurst, Long Island, with their wives and children and Tony’s parents, a huge
extended family that lives and works, eats and plays together. It is the spring of 1976 and Eilis, now
in her forties with two teenage children, has no one to rely on in this still-new country. Though her
ties to Ireland remain stronger than those that hold her to her new land and home, she has not
returned in decades. One day, when Tony is at his job and Eilis is in her home office doing her
accounting, an Irishman comes to the door asking for her by name. He tells her that his wife is
pregnant with Tony’s child and that when the baby is born, he will not raise it but instead deposit it
on Eilis’s doorstep. It is what Eilis does—and what she refuses to do—in response to this stunning
news that makes Tóibín’s novel so riveting. Long Island is about longings unfulfilled, even
unrecognized. The silences in Eilis’ life are thunderous and dangerous, and there’s no one more deft



than Tóibín at giving them language. This is a gorgeous story of a woman alone in a marriage and
the deepest bonds she rekindles on her return to the place and people she left behind, to ways of
living and loving she thought she’d lost.
  colm toibin the empty family: The Magician Colm Toibin, 2021-09-07 A New York Times
Notable Book, Critic’s Top Pick, and Top Ten Book of Historical Fiction Named a Best Book of the
Year by The Washington Post, NPR, Vogue, The Wall Street Journal, and Bloomberg Businessweek
From one of today’s most brilliant and beloved novelists, a dazzling, epic family saga set across a
half-century spanning World War I, the rise of Hitler, World War II, and the Cold War that is “a feat
of literary sorcery in its own right” (Oprah Daily). The Magician opens in a provincial German city at
the turn of the twentieth century, where the boy, Thomas Mann, grows up with a conservative
father, bound by propriety, and a Brazilian mother, alluring and unpredictable. Young Mann hides
his artistic aspirations from his father and his homosexual desires from everyone. He is infatuated
with one of the richest, most cultured Jewish families in Munich, and marries the daughter Katia.
They have six children. On a holiday in Italy, he longs for a boy he sees on a beach and writes the
story Death in Venice. He is the most successful novelist of his time, winner of the Nobel Prize in
literature, a public man whose private life remains secret. He is expected to lead the condemnation
of Hitler, whom he underestimates. His oldest daughter and son, leaders of Bohemianism and of the
anti-Nazi movement, share lovers. He flees Germany for Switzerland, France and, ultimately,
America, living first in Princeton and then in Los Angeles. In this “exquisitely sensitive” (The Wall
Street Journal) novel, Tóibín has crafted “a complex but empathetic portrayal of a writer in a lifelong
battle against his innermost desires, his family, and the tumultuous times they endure” (Time), and
“you’ll find yourself savoring every page” (Vogue).
  colm toibin the empty family: A Guest at the Feast Colm Toibin, 2024-01-09 IT ALL
STARTED WITH MY BALLS. So begins Colm Tóibín's fabulously compelling essay, laced with humor,
about his diagnosis and treatment for cancer. Tóibín survives, but he has entered, as he says, the
age of one ball. The second essay in this seductive collection is a memoir about growing up in the
1950s and '60s in the small town of Enniscorthy in County Wexford, the setting for many of Tóibín's
novels and stories, including Brooklyn, The Blackwater Lightship, and Nora Webster. Tóibín
describes his education by priests, several of whom were condemned years later for abuse. He
writes about Irish history and literature, and about the long, tragic journey toward legal and social
acceptance of homosexuality.In Part Two, Tóibín profiles three complex and vexing popes--John Paul
II, Benedict XVI, and Francis. And in Part Three, he writes about a trio of authors who reckon with
religion in their fiction. The final essay, Alone in Venice, is a gorgeous account of Tóibín's journey, at
the height of the pandemic, to the beloved city where he has set some of his most dazzling scenes.
The streets, canals, churches, and museums were empty. He had them to himself, an experience
both haunting and exhilarating.--
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