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the cherokee removal a brief history with documents offers a profound glimpse into one of the
most tragic episodes in American history. Often referred to as the "Trail of Tears," this forced
relocation of the Cherokee Nation in the 1830s not only reshaped the lives of thousands but also left
behind a trove of historical documents that help us understand the complexities and human cost of
this event. Diving into these records allows us to explore the political maneuvers, legal battles, and
personal stories behind the removal, shedding light on the resilience and struggles of the Cherokee
people.

The Background: Who Were the Cherokee?

Before discussing the removal itself, it’s essential to understand who the Cherokee were and their
place in American society prior to the 1830s. The Cherokee Nation was one of the "Five Civilized
Tribes," known for adopting various European-American customs, including a written language
developed by Sequoyah and a constitution modeled after the United States government. They
primarily inhabited lands in the southeastern United States—modern-day Georgia, North Carolina,
Tennessee, and Alabama.

This adaptation to settler culture was part of their effort to maintain sovereignty and coexist
peacefully. Despite this, the discovery of gold in Georgia and the insatiable appetite for land by white
settlers made the Cherokee a target for removal.

The Political Climate Leading to Removal

The Indian Removal Act of 1830

The Cherokee removal cannot be understood without mentioning the Indian Removal Act, signed into
law by President Andrew Jackson in 1830. This legislation authorized the federal government to
negotiate land-exchange treaties with Native American tribes, ostensibly to allow for peaceful
relocation west of the Mississippi River.

However, the reality was far more coercive. The act paved the way for forced removals, often under
brutal conditions. Many tribes, including the Cherokee, resisted through political and legal means.

State vs. Federal Tensions



Georgia, in particular, was aggressive in asserting jurisdiction over Cherokee lands, disregarding
federal treaties and tribal sovereignty. The state passed laws that stripped the Cherokee of their
rights, aiming to force them off their ancestral lands.

This clash between state authority and federal treaty obligations led to a series of court cases that
would become landmark moments in Native American legal history.

Legal Battles Documented: Cherokee Nation v. Georgia
and Worcester v. Georgia

One of the most illuminating ways to understand the Cherokee removal is through the legal
documents and court decisions that surrounded it.

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831)

In this case, the Cherokee Nation sought a federal injunction against laws passed by Georgia that
infringed on their rights. The Supreme Court, however, ruled that the Cherokee Nation was not a
foreign nation but rather a "domestic dependent nation," limiting their ability to sue in federal court.

This decision was a setback but set the stage for the next, more critical case.

Worcester v. Georgia (1832)

This case involved Samuel Worcester, a missionary living in Cherokee territory, who was arrested
under Georgia law. The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Worcester and, by extension, the Cherokee
Nation, stating that the state laws had no force within Cherokee lands.

Despite this clear ruling, President Jackson reportedly refused to enforce the decision, allegedly
saying, "John Marshall has made his decision; now let him enforce it." This led to the continued
erosion of Cherokee rights and ultimately their removal.

The Treaty of New Echota and Its Controversies

One of the pivotal documents in the Cherokee removal story is the Treaty of New Echota (1835). This
treaty ceded all Cherokee lands east of the Mississippi to the U.S. government in exchange for land in
present-day Oklahoma and compensation.

What makes this treaty particularly significant is that it was signed by a small faction of Cherokee
leaders, the Treaty Party, without the consent of the majority or Principal Chief John Ross. The
Cherokee National Council condemned the treaty, and many viewed it as illegitimate.

The U.S. government, however, used the treaty as legal justification for the removal.



The Trail of Tears: Documenting the Forced Relocation

The Journey West

The forced removal began in 1838 under the administration of President Martin Van Buren.
Approximately 16,000 Cherokee were rounded up and made to travel over 1,000 miles to Indian
Territory (present-day Oklahoma).

The journey was grueling, marked by harsh weather, disease, and inadequate supplies. Historical
records, including government correspondence, eyewitness accounts, and Cherokee testimonies,
paint a vivid picture of suffering and resilience during this forced march.

Personal Letters and Diaries

Among the most poignant documents are personal letters and diaries from Cherokee individuals and
missionaries. These writings reveal the heartbreak of leaving ancestral lands, the determination to
preserve culture, and the hope for a new beginning despite overwhelming adversity.

One such letter from a Cherokee woman describes the sorrow of parting from her home and the loss
of loved ones along the way, providing a deeply human perspective often absent from official records.

Preservation of Cherokee History Through Documents

The survival of these documents is crucial for understanding the Cherokee removal beyond dates and
figures. Museums, archives, and Cherokee institutions have worked tirelessly to collect and preserve
treaties, court records, letters, and oral histories.

For researchers and descendants alike, these materials are invaluable for piecing together a fuller
narrative and honoring the legacy of those who endured the Trail of Tears.

Insights on the Impact of the Cherokee Removal

The Cherokee removal was not just a physical relocation but a profound disruption to a vibrant culture
and society. It exemplifies the devastating consequences of expansionist policies and the failure to
respect indigenous sovereignty.

Studying the documents surrounding this event helps us recognize the importance of legal
protections, the dangers of political expediency, and the resilience of Native American communities in
the face of injustice.

Understanding these lessons is vital in ongoing discussions about Native American rights and
historical reconciliation.



---

Exploring the Cherokee removal through its historical documents offers a layered and compelling
story that goes beyond textbook summaries. These records remind us of the human cost of forced
migration and the enduring strength of the Cherokee people, whose culture and identity have
survived despite tremendous trials.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Cherokee Removal?
The Cherokee Removal refers to the forced relocation of the Cherokee Nation from their ancestral
lands in the southeastern United States to designated Indian Territory west of the Mississippi River,
primarily during 1838-1839. This event is also known as the Trail of Tears.

Why did the Cherokee Removal happen?
The Cherokee Removal occurred largely due to pressure from the U.S. government and settlers who
wanted Cherokee lands for agriculture and expansion. The discovery of gold on Cherokee land and
the implementation of the Indian Removal Act of 1830 were key factors leading to the removal.

What was the Indian Removal Act of 1830?
The Indian Removal Act was a law signed by President Andrew Jackson in 1830 that authorized the
federal government to negotiate treaties to relocate Native American tribes living east of the
Mississippi River to lands west of the river, facilitating their removal.

How did the Cherokee Nation resist removal?
The Cherokee Nation legally resisted removal through the U.S. court system, notably winning
favorable rulings in Worcester v. Georgia (1832) that recognized their sovereignty. They also adopted
a written constitution and assimilated many European-American customs.

What role did the U.S. Supreme Court play in the Cherokee
Removal?
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of the Cherokee Nation in Worcester v. Georgia (1832),
affirming that Georgia laws had no force in Cherokee territory. However, the ruling was largely
ignored by President Andrew Jackson and state authorities, which led to the eventual removal.

What were the conditions like during the Trail of Tears?
The Trail of Tears was marked by harsh weather, disease, and inadequate supplies. Thousands of
Cherokee people suffered and died during the forced march westward, with estimates of over 4,000
deaths from exposure, starvation, and disease.



What kinds of documents provide insight into the Cherokee
Removal?
Documents such as treaties, government correspondence, court decisions, personal letters, and
Cherokee Nation records provide valuable insight into the events and experiences surrounding the
Cherokee Removal.

How is the Cherokee Removal remembered today?
The Cherokee Removal is remembered as a tragic episode in American history, symbolizing the
suffering caused by forced displacement. It is commemorated through memorials, educational
programs, and by the Cherokee Nation itself as a reminder of resilience and survival.

Additional Resources
**The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with Documents**

the cherokee removal a brief history with documents illuminates one of the most tragic
episodes in United States history, marked by forced displacement and cultural upheaval. This
historical event, often referred to as the Trail of Tears, represents a complex intersection of legal
battles, political decisions, and human suffering. Examining the Cherokee removal through original
documents sheds light on the legal frameworks, governmental actions, and Cherokee resistance that
defined this period.

Context and Background of the Cherokee Removal

The Cherokee Nation, one of the “Five Civilized Tribes,” had established a sovereign government,
developed a written language, and adopted various aspects of European-American culture by the
early 19th century. Despite these efforts to coexist, the discovery of gold on Cherokee lands in
Georgia in the late 1820s escalated tensions. The state of Georgia, backed by federal authorities,
sought to remove the Cherokee people from their ancestral homelands to open the territory for white
settlers.

The Indian Removal Act of 1830, signed by President Andrew Jackson, provided the legal basis for this
displacement. This federal legislation authorized the negotiation of treaties to exchange Native
American lands east of the Mississippi River for lands west of the river. While framed as a policy of
voluntary relocation, the reality was a series of coercive measures that culminated in forced removal.

Legal Struggles and Key Documents

The Cherokee Nation fought the removal through the U.S. legal system, producing significant
documents that reveal the complexity of their resistance. The most notable legal battles were
Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831) and Worcester v. Georgia (1832).

- **Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831):** The Cherokee sought a federal injunction against Georgia’s



laws that infringed on their sovereignty. The Supreme Court declined to hear the case on jurisdictional
grounds, categorizing the Cherokee as a “domestic dependent nation,” which limited their ability to
seek federal protection.

- **Worcester v. Georgia (1832):** This landmark decision ruled that Georgia laws had no force within
Cherokee territory, affirming the tribe’s sovereignty. Chief Justice John Marshall’s opinion emphasized
that only the federal government—not states—had authority over Native American affairs.

Despite this ruling, President Jackson reportedly refused to enforce the decision, a critical moment
documented in government correspondence that highlights the executive branch’s complicity in
undermining judicial authority. These documents underscore the tensions between branches of
government and the limitations of legal recourse for Native Americans.

The Trail of Tears: Implementation and Experiences

Following the failure of legal protections, the U.S. government and state authorities moved
aggressively to execute removal. The Treaty of New Echota (1835) played a pivotal role. Signed by a
small faction of Cherokee without the consent of the majority, it ceded all Cherokee lands east of the
Mississippi in exchange for land in present-day Oklahoma and monetary compensation.

This treaty became the justification for forced removal despite widespread Cherokee opposition.
Documents such as letters, government orders, and eyewitness accounts describe the harsh
conditions of the removal:

- **Forced March:** In 1838, under the supervision of General Winfield Scott, the Cherokee were
rounded up and marched westward. The journey spanned approximately 1,000 miles and was marked
by severe weather, disease, and inadequate supplies.

- **Casualties and Hardships:** Estimates suggest that around 4,000 of the 16,000 Cherokee who
began the journey perished due to starvation, exposure, and illness. Official records and personal
testimonies provide a chilling account of the human cost.

The Trail of Tears documents reveal not only the logistical aspects of the removal but also the
emotional and cultural devastation experienced by the Cherokee people.

Primary Sources and Their Significance

Several key documents provide invaluable insight into the Cherokee removal:

The Treaty of New Echota (1835): This controversial treaty highlights the divisions within
the Cherokee Nation and the federal government’s role in orchestrating removal.

Official Correspondence: Letters between government officials, including President Jackson’s
communications, demonstrate political motivations and justifications for removal.

Cherokee Petitions and Speeches: These documents express the Cherokee leaders’ appeals



to Congress and the public, emphasizing their desire to remain on their lands.

Eyewitness Accounts: Diaries and narratives from both Cherokee and U.S. soldiers involved in
the removal provide personal perspectives on the ordeal.

Analyzing these documents enables historians to piece together a more nuanced and comprehensive
understanding of the removal process beyond official narratives.

The Broader Implications and Legacy

The Cherokee removal is not only a story of displacement but also a critical chapter in the broader
narrative of Native American relations with the United States government. The event reveals the
limitations of legal protections for indigenous peoples, the impact of expansionist policies, and the
cultural resilience of the Cherokee Nation.

Comparatively, the Cherokee removal shares similarities with other forced relocations of Native
American tribes, such as the Creek, Seminole, and Choctaw, each with their own treaties and forced
marches. However, the Cherokee case stands out due to their legal battles and the extensive
documentation that survives.

The legacy of the removal continues to shape Cherokee identity and political activism today. The
Cherokee Nation maintains sovereignty in Oklahoma, and efforts to preserve history and educate the
public about the Trail of Tears are ongoing.

Conclusion: Reflecting on Historical Documentation

Exploring the Cherokee removal through original documents offers a critical lens for understanding
this dark chapter in American history. These sources reveal the complexities of law, politics, and
human endurance involved in the forced relocation. By studying the Cherokee removal a brief history
with documents, scholars and readers alike gain a more profound appreciation of the resilience of the
Cherokee people and the enduring consequences of policies driven by expansion and displacement.

The Cherokee Removal A Brief History With Documents
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backdrop of competing ideologies, self-interest, party politics, altruism, and ambition. Using
documents that convey Cherokee voices, government policy, and white citizens' views, Theda Perdue
and Michael D. Green present a multifaceted account of this complicated moment in American
history. The second edition of this successful, class-tested volume contains four new sources,
including the Cherokee Constitution of 1827 and a modern Cherokee's perspective on the removal.
The introduction provides students with succinct historical background. Document headnotes
contextualize the selections and draw attention to historical methodology. To aid students'
investigation of this compelling topic, suggestions for further reading, photographs, and a
chronology of the Cherokee removal are also included.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The First Peoples 2nd Edition
And Cherokee Removal Michael D. Green, Theda Perdue, Colin G. Calloway, 2003-09-08
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The First Peoples 2nd Edition And
Cherokee Removal And Talking Back to Civilization Michael D. Green, Theda Perdue, Colin G.
Calloway, Frederick E. Hoxie, 2003-10-09
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The Trail of Tears Ann Byers,
2004-01-15 Uses primary source documents, narrative, and illustrations to recount the history of the
U.S. government's removal of the Cherokee from their ancestral homes in Georgia to Oklahoma in
1838.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The Cherokee Removal Theda
Perdue, Michael D. Green, 2004-08-18 The Cherokee Removal of 1838–1839 unfolded against a
complex backdrop of competing ideologies, self-interest, party politics, altruism, and ambition. Using
documents that convey Cherokee voices, government policy, and white citizens’ views, Theda Perdue
and Michael D. Green present a multifaceted account of this complicated moment in American
history. The second edition of this successful, class-tested volume contains four new sources,
including the Cherokee Constitution of 1827 and a modern Cherokee’s perspective on the removal.
The introduction provides students with succinct historical background. Document headnotes
contextualize the selections and draw attention to historical methodology. To aid students’
investigation of this compelling topic, suggestions for further reading, photographs, and a
chronology of the Cherokee removal are also included.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The Cherokee Nation and the Trail of
Tears Theda Perdue, Michael D. Green, 2007-07-05 Today, a fraction of the Cherokee people
remains in their traditional homeland in the southern Appalachians. Most Cherokees were forcibly
relocated to eastern Oklahoma in the early nineteenth century. In 1830 the U.S. government shifted
its policy from one of trying to assimilate American Indians to one of relocating them and proceeded
to drive seventeen thousand Cherokee people west of the Mississippi. The Cherokee Nation and the
Trail of Tears recounts this moment in American history and considers its impact on the Cherokee,
on U.S.-Indian relations, and on contemporary society. Guggenheim Fellowship-winning historian
Theda Perdue and coauthor Michael D. Green explain the various and sometimes competing
interests that resulted in the Cherokee?s expulsion, follow the exiles along the Trail of Tears, and
chronicle their difficult years in the West after removal.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The Trail of Tears Lydia D.
Bjornlund, 2010-06-11 Native American history is filled with pain and suffering. The trail of tears is
no different. More than 15,000 Cherokee Indians were removed by the U.S. Army. They were forced
to travel over 1,000 miles, under very harsh conditions to Indian Territory. Along the trail, nearly
4,000 Cherokee died of starvation, exposure, or disease. This stirring volume examines the forced
removal of Cherokee Indians from their native lands to the Oklahoma Territory, their subsequent
history, and the legacy of these events.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The Indian Removal Act Mark
Stewart, 2007 Profiles the Trail of Tears, the forced removal of five Southeastern Native American
tribes to land west of the Mississippi River during the winter of 1838 and 1839.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: A Companion to the Era of



Andrew Jackson Sean Patrick Adams, 2013-01-28 A COMPANION TO THE ERA OF ANDREW
JACKSON More than perhaps any other president, Andrew Jackson’s story mirrored that of the
United States; from his childhood during the American Revolution, through his military actions
against both Native Americans and Great Britain, and continuing into his career in politics. As
president, Jackson attacked the Bank of the United States, railed against disunion in South Carolina,
defended the honor of Peggy Eaton, and founded the Democratic Party. In doing so, Andrew Jackson
was not only an eyewitness to some of the seminal events of the Early American Republic; he
produced an indelible mark on the nation’s political, economic, and cultural history. A Companion to
the Era of Andrew Jackson features a collection of more than 30 original essays by leading scholars
and historians that consider various aspects of the life, times, and legacy of the seventh president of
the United States. Topics explored include life in the Early American Republic; issues of race,
religion, and culture; the rise of the Democratic Party; Native American removal events; the Panic of
1837; the birth of women’s suffrage, and more.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: A Bibliography of Tennessee
History, 1973-1996 W. Calvin Dickinson, Eloise R. Hitchcock, 1999 With some 6,000 entries, A
Bibliography of Tennessee History will prove to be an invaluable resource for anyone--students,
historians, librarians, genealogists--engaged in researching Tennessee's rich and colorful past. A
sequel to Sam B. Smith's invaluable 1973 work, Tennessee History: A Bibliography, this book follows
a similar format and includes published books and essays, as well as many unpublished theses and
dissertations, that have become available during the intervening years. The volume begins with
sections on Reference, Natural History, and Native Americans. Its divisions then follow the major
periods of the state's history: Before Statehood, State Development, Civil War, Late Nineteenth
Century, Early Twentieth Century, and Late Twentieth Century. Sections on Literature and County
Histories round out the book. Included is a helpful subject index that points the reader to particular
persons, places, incidents, or topics. Substantial sections in this index highlight women's history and
African American history, two areas in which scholarship has proliferated during the past two
decades. The history of entertainment in Tennessee is also well represented in this volume,
including, for example, hundreds of citations for writings about Elvis Presley and for works that treat
Nashville and Memphis as major show business centers. The Literature section, meanwhile, includes
citations for fiction and poetry relating to Tennessee history as well as for critical works about
Tennessee writers. Throughout, the editors have strived to achieve a balance between
comprehensive coverage and the need to be selective. The result is a volume that will benefit
researchers for years to come. The Editors: W. Calvin Dickinson is professor of history at Tennessee
Technological University. Eloise R. Hitchcock is head reference librarian at the University of the
South.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The Legal Ideology of Removal Tim
Alan Garrison, 2009 This study is the first to show how state courts enabled the mass expulsion of
Native Americans from their southern homelands in the 1830s. Our understanding of that infamous
period, argues Tim Alan Garrison, is too often molded around the towering personalities of the
Indian removal debate, including President Andrew Jackson, Cherokee leader John Ross, and United
States Supreme Court Justice John Marshall. This common view minimizes the impact on Indian
sovereignty of some little-known legal cases at the state level. Because the federal government
upheld Native American self-dominion, southerners bent on expropriating Indian land sought a legal
toehold through state supreme court decisions. As Garrison discusses Georgia v. Tassels (1830),
Caldwell v. Alabama (1831), Tennessee v. Forman (1835), and other cases, he shows how
proremoval partisans exploited regional sympathies. By casting removal as a states' rights, rather
than a moral, issue, they won the wide support of a land-hungry southern populace. The disastrous
consequences to Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles are still unfolding.
Important in its own right, jurisprudence on Indian matters in the antebellum South also
complements the legal corpus on slavery. Readers will gain a broader perspective on the racial views
of the southern legal elite, and on the logical inconsistencies of southern law and politics in the



conceptual period of the anti-Indian and proslavery ideologies.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The Trail of Tears John P. Bowes,
2009 Discusses the 1838 forced removal of the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Seminole, Choctaw and
Chickasaw Native American tribes from areas east of the Mississippi River to Indian Territory in
Oklahoma.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: Dissenting Voices in America's Rise
to Power David Mayers, 2007-02-15 This book offers a major rereading of US foreign policy from
Thomas Jefferson's purchase of Louisiana expanse to the Korean War. This period of one hundred
and fifty years saw the expansion of the United States from fragile republic to transcontinental
giant. David Mayers explores the dissenting voices which accompanied this dramatic ascent,
focusing on dissenters within the political and military establishment and on the recurrent patterns
of dissent that have transcended particular policies and crises. The most stubborn of these sprang
from anxiety over the material and political costs of empire while other strands of dissent have been
rooted in ideas of exigent justice, realpolitik, and moral duties existing beyond borders. Such dissent
is evident again in the contemporary world when the US occupies the position of preeminent global
power. Professor Mayers's study reminds us that America's path to power was not as
straightforward as it might now seem.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: The Indian Frontier, 1763-1846 R.
Douglas Hurt, 2002 A sweeping history of the cultural clashes between Indians and the British,
Spanish, Mexicans, and Americans. A story of the contest for land and power across multiple and
simultaneous frontiers.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: American Indians and the
Rhetoric of Removal and Allotment Jason Edward Black, 2015-02-10 Jason Edward Black
examines the ways the US government’s rhetoric and American Indian responses contributed to the
policies of Native–US relations throughout the nineteenth century’s removal and allotment eras.
Black shows how these discourses together constructed the perception of the US government and of
American Indian communities. Such interactions—though certainly not equal—illustrated the hybrid
nature of Native–US rhetoric in the nineteenth century. Both governmental, colonizing discourse and
indigenous, decolonizing discourse shaped arguments, constructions of identity, and rhetoric in the
colonial relationship. American Indians and the Rhetoric of Removal and Allotment demonstrates
how American Indians decolonized dominant rhetoric through impeding removal and allotment
policies. By turning around the US government’s narrative and inventing their own tactics, American
Indian communities helped restyle their own identities as well as the government’s. During the first
third of the twentieth century, American Indians lobbied for the successful passage of the Indian
Citizenship Act of 1924 and the Indian New Deal of 1934, changing the relationship once again. In
the end, Native communities were granted increased rhetorical power through decolonization,
though the US government retained an undeniable colonial influence through its territorial
management of Natives. The Indian Citizenship Act and the Indian New Deal—as the conclusion of
this book indicates—are emblematic of the prevalence of the duality of US citizenship that fused
American Indians to the nation yet segregated them on reservations. This duality of inclusion and
exclusion grew incrementally and persists now, as a lasting effect of nineteenth-century Native–US
rhetorical relations.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: Terra Incognita Anne Bridges,
Russell Clement, 2014 Terra Incognita is the most comprehensive bibliography of sources related to
the Great Smoky Mountains ever created. Compiled and edited by three librarians, this authoritative
and meticulously researched work is an indispensable reference for scholars and students studying
any aspect of the region’s past. Starting with the de Soto map of 1544, the earliest document that
purports to describe anything about the Great Smoky Mountains, and continuing through 1934 with
the establishment of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park—today the most visited national
park in the United States—this volume catalogs books, periodical and journal articles, selected
newspaper reports, government publications, dissertations, and theses published during that period.



This bibliography treats the Great Smoky Mountain Region in western North Carolina and east
Tennessee systematically and extensively in its full historic and social context. Prefatory material
includes a timeline of the Great Smoky Mountains and a list of suggested readings on the era
covered. The book is divided into thirteen thematic chapters, each featuring an introductory essay
that discusses the nature and value of the materials in that section. Following each overview is an
annotated bibliography that includes full citation information and a bibliographic description of each
entry. Chapters cover the history of the area; the Cherokee in the Great Smoky Mountains; the
national forest movement and the formation of the national park; life in the locality; Horace Kephart,
perhaps the most important chronicler to document the mountains and their inhabitants; natural
resources; early travel; music; literature; early exploration and science; maps; and recreation and
tourism. Sure to become a standard resource on this rich and vital region, Terra Incognita is an
essential acquisition for all academic and public libraries and a boundless resource for researchers
and students of the region.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: First Americans: A History of Native
Peoples Kenneth W. Townsend, 2023-07-04 Now in its third edition, First Americans has been fully
updated to trace Native Americans' experiences through the 2020 election and the Biden
administration, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the crisis of murdered and missing indigenous women.
This book provides a comprehensive history of Native Americans from their earliest appearances in
North America to the present, highlighting the complexity and diversity of their cultures and
experiences. Contrasting the misconception that Native Americans were consistently victims without
power, native voices permeate the text and shape its narrative, underlining the vitality of native
peoples and cultures in the context of regional, continental, and global developments. The new
edition highlights the role of Native Americans as agents of resistance and progress, rooted in the
perspective that their activism has been instrumental throughout history and in the present day. To
enrich student understanding, the book also includes a variety of pedagogical tools including short
biographical profiles, key review questions, a rich series of maps and illustrations, chapter
chronologies, a glossary, and recommendations for further reading. Spanning centuries of
developments into the present day, First Americans is the approachable, essential student
introduction to Native American history.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: Brothers and Friends Natalie
Rishay Inman, 2017 By following key families in Cherokee, Chickasaw, and Anglo-American societies
from the Seven Years' War through 1845, this study illustrates how kinship networks--forged out of
natal, marital, or fictive kinship relationships--enabled and directed the actions of their members as
they decided the futures of their nations. Natalie R. Inman focuses in particular on the Chickasaw
Colbert family, the Anglo-American Donelson family, and the Cherokee families of Attakullakulla
(Little Carpenter) and Major Ridge. Her research shows how kinship facilitated actions and goals for
people in early America across cultures, even if the definitions and constructions of family were
different in each society. To open new perspectives on intercultural relations in the colonial and
early republic eras, Inman describes the formation and extension of these networks, their
intersection with other types of personal and professional networks, their effect on crucial events,
and their mutability over time. The Anglo-American patrilineal kinship system shaped patterns of
descent, inheritance, and migration. The matrilineal native system was an avenue to political voice,
connections between towns, and protection from enemies. In the volatile trans-Appalachian South,
Inman shows, kinship networks helped to further political and economic agendas at both personal
and national levels even through wars, revolutions, fiscal change, and removals. Comparative
analysis of family case studies advances the historiography of early America by revealing
connections between the social institution of family and national politics and economies. Beyond the
British Atlantic world, these case studies can be compared to other colonial scenarios in which the
cultures and families of Europeans collided with native peoples in the Americas, Africa, Australia,
and other contexts.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: “Mouths on Fire with Songs”.



Caroline De Wagter, 2013 This book, the first cross-cultural study of post-1970s anglophone
Canadian and American multi-ethnic drama, invites assessment of the thematic and aesthetic
contributions of this theater in today’s globalized culture. A growing number of playwrights of
African, South and East Asian, and First Nations heritage have engaged with manifold socio-political
and aesthetic issues in experimental works combining formal features of more classical European
dramatic traditions with such elements of ethnic culture as ancestral music and dance, to
interrogate the very concepts of theatricality and canonicity. Their “mouths on fire” (August Wilson),
these playwrights contest stereotyped notions of authenticity. In¬spired by songs of anger, passion,
experience, survival, and regeneration, the plays analyzed bespeak a burning desire to break the
silence, to heal and empower. Foregrounding questions of hybridity, diaspora, cultural memory, and
nation, this comparative study includes discussion of some twenty-five case studies of plays by such
authors as M.J. Kang, August Wilson, Suzan–Lori Parks, Djanet Sears, Chay Yew, Padma
Viswanathan, Rana Bose, Diane Glancy, and Drew Hayden Taylor. Through its cross-cultural and
cross-national prism, “Mouths on Fire with Songs” shows that multi-ethnic drama is one of the most
diverse and dynamic sites of cultural production in North America today.
  the cherokee removal a brief history with documents: American Creed Kathleen D.
McCarthy, 2011-04-15 Since the dawn of the republic, faith in social equality, religious freedom, and
the right to engage in civic activism have constituted our national creed. In this bracing history,
Kathleen D. McCarthy traces the evolution of these ideals, exploring the impact of philanthropy and
volunteerism on America from 1700 to 1865. What results is a vital reevaluation of public life during
the pivotal decades leading up to the Civil War. The market revolution, participatory democracy, and
voluntary associations have all been closely linked since the birth of the United States. American
Creed explores the relationships among these three institutions, showing how charities and reform
associations forged partnerships with government, provided important safety valves for popular
discontent, and sparked much-needed economic development. McCarthy also demonstrates how the
idea of philanthropy became crucially wedded to social activism during the Jacksonian era. She
explores how acts of volunteerism and charity became involved with the abolitionist movement,
educational patronage, the struggle against racism, and female social justice campaigns. What
resulted, she contends, were heated political battles over the extent to which women and African
Americans would occupy the public stage. Tracing, then, the evolution of civil society and the pivotal
role of philanthropy in the search for and exercise of political and economic power, this book will
prove essential to anyone interested in American history and government.
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