
como agua para chocolate
**Como Agua Para Chocolate: Un Clásico de la Literatura Mexicana que Enamora y Sorprende**

como agua para chocolate es mucho más que una simple frase; es el título de una novela
emblemática que ha marcado un antes y un después en la literatura latinoamericana. Escrita por
Laura Esquivel y publicada en 1989, esta obra combina romance, realismo mágico y gastronomía
para contar una historia apasionante que ha cautivado a lectores de todo el mundo. Pero, ¿qué
significa realmente “como agua para chocolate” y por qué esta expresión ha trascendido más allá de
las páginas del libro? En este artículo exploraremos el origen de esta frase, el contexto de la novela,
sus personajes, la importancia de la comida en la narrativa y cómo esta historia ha sido adaptada y
valorada en diferentes formatos.

El Origen de la Expresión “Como Agua Para Chocolate”

La frase “como agua para chocolate” es una expresión popular mexicana que se refiere a estar a
punto de hervir, o estar en un estado de gran tensión o emoción, similar a cuando el agua está lista
para preparar chocolate caliente. En México, el chocolate se prepara tradicionalmente calentando
agua hasta que hierve, por lo que esta expresión se usa para describir emociones intensas, como la
ira, la pasión o el amor profundo.

En el contexto de la novela, esta metáfora cobra un significado muy especial, ya que la protagonista,
Tita, canaliza sus emociones a través de la cocina. La intensidad de sus sentimientos se transmite a
través de los platillos que prepara, haciendo que la comida se convierta en un lenguaje que expresa
amor, tristeza y deseo.

La Historia y Trama de Como Agua Para Chocolate

“Como agua para chocolate” narra la vida de Tita De la Garza, una joven que vive en México a
principios del siglo XX y que está atrapada en una tradición familiar que le impide casarse porque
debe cuidar de su madre hasta la muerte. Esta prohibición genera un conflicto interno y externo que
desencadena la trama principal de la novela.

La historia combina elementos de realismo mágico, un estilo narrativo donde lo cotidiano se mezcla
con lo fantástico, permitiendo que las emociones de Tita se manifiesten a través de la comida de
manera casi sobrenatural. Cada capítulo está dedicado a un platillo tradicional mexicano, que
funciona como metáfora y vehículo para expresar el estado emocional de los personajes.

Personajes Principales

Tita De la Garza: La protagonista, una mujer apasionada y talentosa en la cocina, cuya vida
está marcada por las restricciones familiares.



Mamá Elena: La madre autoritaria que impone la tradición familiar y limita la felicidad de Tita.

Pedro Muzquiz: El amor de la vida de Tita, quien se casa con su hermana para estar cerca de
ella.

Rosaura: La hermana mayor, que acepta casarse con Pedro.

Estos personajes reflejan conflictos universales sobre el amor, la libertad, las tradiciones y la rebeldía.

La Importancia de la Gastronomía en Como Agua Para
Chocolate

Lo que realmente distingue a “como agua para chocolate” es su fusión única entre la narrativa y la
gastronomía mexicana. La comida no solo es un elemento cultural o decorativo, sino que se convierte
en un personaje más dentro de la historia.

Cada receta que Tita prepara está cuidadosamente descrita, y el autor aprovecha estos momentos
para sumergir al lector en la cultura culinaria mexicana. Platillos como el mole, los chiles en nogada o
las codornices en pétalos de rosa no solo satisfacen el apetito culinario, sino que también reflejan las
emociones y eventos que afectan a los personajes.

El Poder Emocional de la Cocina

Una de las ideas más fascinantes de la novela es cómo los sentimientos de Tita se transmiten a
quienes comen sus platillos. Por ejemplo, cuando prepara la receta del pastel de bodas, su tristeza es
tan profunda que provoca que todos los invitados lloren y sientan melancolía. Este fenómeno mágico
resalta la conexión entre la comida y las emociones humanas, un concepto que resuena
especialmente en culturas donde la gastronomía es parte fundamental de la identidad.

Adaptaciones y Legado Cultural

El éxito de “como agua para chocolate” trascendió las páginas para llegar al cine, al teatro y a la
cultura popular. En 1992 se estrenó la película basada en la novela, dirigida por Alfonso Arau, que fue
aclamada por la crítica y el público, ayudando a popularizar aún más la historia a nivel internacional.

Además, la novela ha inspirado múltiples obras teatrales y ha sido objeto de análisis en estudios
literarios que exploran temas como el machismo, la tradición, el papel de la mujer y el realismo
mágico en la literatura latinoamericana.



Influencia en la Literatura Latinoamericana

“Como agua para chocolate” es considerado un texto fundamental dentro del llamado “Boom
Latinoamericano” tardío, un movimiento literario que explora las raíces culturales y sociales de
América Latina a través de narrativas innovadoras. La obra de Laura Esquivel es una muestra
perfecta de cómo se puede integrar el folclore, la historia y la gastronomía para contar historias
profundamente humanas y universales.

Consejos para Disfrutar y Comprender Mejor Como
Agua Para Chocolate

Si estás interesado en leer o profundizar en esta obra, aquí te dejo algunas recomendaciones para
aprovechar al máximo la experiencia:

Investiga sobre la gastronomía mexicana: Conocer los ingredientes y técnicas culinarias te
ayudará a entender mejor los detalles y la simbología detrás de cada platillo.

Familiarízate con el contexto histórico: La novela se ambienta en la Revolución Mexicana,
por lo que entender este periodo puede darle más profundidad a la historia.

Presta atención al realismo mágico: No todo es literal; muchas emociones y eventos se
expresan a través de elementos mágicos, lo que enriquece la narrativa.

Reflexiona sobre las tradiciones familiares: La novela aborda temas sobre las expectativas
y roles que impone la sociedad, algo con lo que muchos lectores pueden sentirse identificados.

Leer “como agua para chocolate” es una experiencia sensorial que va más allá de la simple lectura:
invita a saborear, sentir y entender la cultura mexicana desde una perspectiva íntima y apasionada.

La Cocina y el Amor: Una Relación Indisoluble

Más allá de su valor literario, la novela nos recuerda cómo la cocina puede ser un medio poderoso
para expresar emociones y conectar con otros. En muchas culturas, la preparación de alimentos es un
acto de amor y cuidado, y esta obra lo ejemplifica magistralmente.

En la historia de Tita, cada platillo es una carta, una confesión o una protesta, demostrando que el
lenguaje de la comida puede ser tan elocuente como las palabras. Esta visión ha inspirado a chefs y
amantes de la gastronomía a explorar la dimensión emocional detrás de cada receta.

---

La historia de “como agua para chocolate” sigue vigente porque habla de deseos reprimidos, de la



lucha por ser uno mismo y del poder transformador del amor y la comida. Sumergirse en esta novela
es adentrarse en un mundo donde los sentidos se despiertan, las tradiciones se cuestionan y la
pasión se cocina a fuego lento, justo “como agua para chocolate”.

Frequently Asked Questions

¿Quién es la autora de 'Como agua para chocolate'?
La autora de 'Como agua para chocolate' es Laura Esquivel.

¿Cuál es el género literario de 'Como agua para chocolate'?
El género literario de 'Como agua para chocolate' es novela romántica con elementos de realismo
mágico.

¿En qué época está ambientada 'Como agua para chocolate'?
La novela está ambientada a principios del siglo XX, durante la Revolución Mexicana.

¿Cuál es el tema principal de 'Como agua para chocolate'?
El tema principal es el amor imposible y las tradiciones familiares que afectan la vida de los
personajes.

¿Qué simboliza la comida en 'Como agua para chocolate'?
La comida simboliza la expresión de emociones y sentimientos, y tiene un papel fundamental en la
conexión entre los personajes.

¿Qué papel juega Tita en la historia de 'Como agua para
chocolate'?
Tita es la protagonista, una joven que expresa sus emociones a través de la cocina y lucha contra las
tradiciones familiares que le impiden ser feliz.

¿Qué relación tiene 'Como agua para chocolate' con la cultura
mexicana?
La novela refleja las tradiciones, la gastronomía y la historia de México, mostrando aspectos
culturales muy arraigados.

¿Por qué 'Como agua para chocolate' es considerada una
novela de realismo mágico?
Porque mezcla elementos fantásticos y mágicos con la realidad cotidiana, especialmente a través de



la influencia de las emociones de Tita en la comida.

¿Cómo influye la Revolución Mexicana en la trama de 'Como
agua para chocolate'?
La Revolución Mexicana sirve como contexto histórico que afecta las vidas y decisiones de los
personajes, reflejando cambios sociales y personales.

¿Existe una adaptación cinematográfica de 'Como agua para
chocolate'?
Sí, en 1992 se estrenó una película basada en la novela, dirigida por Alfonso Arau, que recibió
reconocimiento internacional.

Additional Resources
Como Agua Para Chocolate: An In-Depth Exploration of Laura Esquivel’s Masterpiece

como agua para chocolate is more than just a phrase; it is the title of a seminal work in Latin
American literature that has transcended cultural boundaries to become a global phenomenon. Laura
Esquivel’s 1989 novel, later adapted into a critically acclaimed film in 1992, uses magical realism to
weave together themes of love, tradition, and repression within the context of early 20th-century
Mexican society. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of como agua para chocolate, examining
its narrative structure, thematic depth, and cultural significance, while highlighting its enduring
appeal in contemporary literature and cinema.

The Context and Significance of Como Agua Para
Chocolate

At its core, como agua para chocolate explores the complexities of familial obligation and personal
desire through the life of Tita De la Garza, a young woman constrained by a strict family tradition that
forbids her from marrying so she can care for her mother. The title itself is a Mexican expression,
literally meaning "like water for chocolate," referring to water heated to the perfect temperature to
prepare hot chocolate, symbolizing passion and emotional intensity simmering just beneath the
surface.

Esquivel’s novel combines elements of magical realism with a culinary narrative, where the
preparation of traditional Mexican dishes acts as a conduit for Tita’s emotions. This blend of sensory
detail with supernatural elements creates a unique storytelling device that has intrigued critics and
readers alike.

Magical Realism and Culinary Symbolism



The integration of magical realism in como agua para chocolate is not merely decorative but serves a
critical narrative function. The protagonist’s feelings are transmitted through the food she prepares,
affecting everyone who consumes it. For example, the tears Tita sheds into a cake cause guests to
experience profound sadness, illustrating how food becomes a medium of emotional communication.

This technique aligns with Latin American literary traditions established by authors like Gabriel García
Márquez but distinguishes itself by focusing on domestic spaces and the female experience. The
culinary symbolism enriches the narrative by connecting cultural heritage with personal expression,
making the novel a gastronomic and emotional journey.

Historical and Cultural Backdrop

Set against the backdrop of the Mexican Revolution (1910-1920), como agua para chocolate reflects
the social and political upheavals of the era. The revolution serves as a subtle but persistent
presence, influencing characters’ lives and decisions. The novel critiques patriarchal structures and
traditional gender roles, highlighting the tension between modernity and conservatism.

Tita’s struggle to assert her individuality within the confines of family expectations mirrors broader
societal conflicts. The portrayal of the De la Garza family’s rigid traditions invites readers to examine
the impact of cultural norms on personal freedom, especially in the context of women’s rights.

Literary Structure and Narrative Techniques

Como agua para chocolate employs an epistolary and episodic structure, dividing the story into
twelve chapters, each linked to a month and a specific recipe. This format allows for a fragmented yet
coherent narrative that mirrors the cyclical nature of life and the seasons, emphasizing renewal and
change.

Chapter Organization and Recipe Integration

Each chapter is introduced by a traditional Mexican recipe, which serves as both a literal and
metaphorical foundation for the unfolding events. The recipes are detailed and authentic, grounding
the magical realism in tangible cultural practices. This technique invites readers to engage multiple
senses, enhancing immersion and emotional resonance.

The structure also reflects the passage of time, with each month marking a new stage in Tita’s
emotional and personal development. This narrative choice supports the novel’s themes of growth,
repression, and eventual liberation.

Character Development and Interpersonal Dynamics

The characters in como agua para chocolate are vividly drawn, with Tita’s complexity at the forefront.
Her internal conflict between duty and desire drives the plot, while supporting characters embody



various aspects of Mexican society and tradition.

The matriarch, Mama Elena, represents authoritarian control, enforcing the family’s customs with iron
will. Meanwhile, Pedro, Tita’s love interest who marries her sister instead, symbolizes the societal
constraints that complicate personal relationships. The dynamics among characters reveal the
psychological and emotional toll of rigid traditions.

Comparative Analysis: Como Agua Para Chocolate and
Latin American Magical Realism

While como agua para chocolate shares magical realism’s hallmark features—such as the
supernatural woven into everyday life—it distinguishes itself through its intimate focus on food and
female experience. Unlike García Márquez’s sprawling epics or Isabel Allende’s historical sagas,
Esquivel’s work centers on domestic spaces and emotional nuance.

This focus allows the novel to explore themes of passion, repression, and cultural identity from a
distinctly feminist perspective. The use of culinary art as a narrative device is innovative, creating a
sensorial language that complements the magical realist elements and sets the novel apart within the
genre.

The Film Adaptation and Cultural Impact

The 1992 film adaptation of como agua para chocolate brought the story to an international audience,
earning critical acclaim and numerous awards. Directed by Alfonso Arau, the film visually emphasizes
the novel’s sensory richness, particularly through the depiction of food preparation and the emotional
expressions conveyed through it.

The film’s success contributed to the popularization of Mexican culture globally and sparked renewed
interest in Esquivel’s literary work. Both the novel and the film have become cultural touchstones,
studied in academic settings for their innovative storytelling and cultural insights.

Thematic Exploration: Tradition, Passion, and
Liberation

Como agua para chocolate delves deeply into the conflict between tradition and personal freedom.
The narrative critiques the oppressive nature of societal expectations, especially regarding women’s
roles within family and society. Tita’s journey from submission to self-assertion embodies this
thematic struggle.

The novel also celebrates passion—not only romantic love but also the love of food, family, and life
itself. This passion is portrayed as a powerful force capable of transcending limitations, a concept
encapsulated in the novel’s title and culinary metaphors.



Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Approach

Pros: Innovative narrative technique combining food and magical realism; rich cultural
portrayal; strong feminist themes; emotionally engaging characters.

Cons: Some readers may find the episodic structure disjointed; cultural references might
require contextual knowledge; narrative pacing varies across chapters.

These considerations reflect the novel’s complexity and its appeal to diverse audiences who
appreciate layered storytelling and cultural depth.

Como agua para chocolate remains a vital work that continues to inspire discussions about identity,
culture, and the transformative power of love and tradition. Its unique fusion of culinary art and
literature offers an enduring testament to the richness of Mexican heritage and the universal quest for
self-expression.

Como Agua Para Chocolate
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BESTSELLER • Earthy, magical, and utterly charming, this tale of family life in turn-of-the-century
Mexico blends poignant romance, bittersweet wit, and delicious recipes. This classic love story takes
place on the De la Garza ranch, as the tyrannical owner, Mama Elena, chops onions at the kitchen
table in her final days of pregnancy. While still in her mother's womb, her daughter to be weeps so
violently she causes an early labor, and little Tita slips out amid the spices and fixings for noodle
soup. This early encounter with food soon becomes a way of life, and Tita grows up to be a master
chef, using cooking to express herself and sharing recipes with readers along the way.
  como agua para chocolate: Challenging Realities: Magic Realism in Contemporary
American Women's Fiction M. Ruth Noriega Sánchez, 2011-11-28 Les arrels del realisme màgic
en els escrits de Borges i altres autors d'Amèrica Llatina han estat àmpliament reconeguts i ben
documentades produint una sèrie d'estudis crítics, molts dels quals figuren en la bibliografia
d'aquest treball. Dins d'aquest marc, aquest llibre presenta als lectors una varietat d'escriptores de
grups ètnics, conegudes i menys conegudes, i les col·loca en un context literari en el que es tracten
tant a nivell individual com a escriptores així com a nivell col·lectiu com a part d'un moviment
artístic més ampli. Aquest llibre és el resultat del treball realitzat a les universitats de Sheffield i la
de València i representa una valuosa investigació i una important contribució als estudis literaris.
  como agua para chocolate: Cinemachismo Sergio de la Mora, 2009-01-27 After the modern
Mexican state came into being following the Revolution of 1910, hyper-masculine machismo came to
be a defining characteristic of mexicanidad, or Mexican national identity. Virile men (pelados and
charros), virtuous prostitutes as mother figures, and minstrel-like gay men were held out as desired
and/or abject models not only in governmental rhetoric and propaganda, but also in literature and
popular culture, particularly in the cinema. Indeed, cinema provided an especially effective staging
ground for the construction of a gendered and sexualized national identity. In this book, Sergio de la
Mora offers the first extended analysis of how Mexican cinema has represented masculinities and
sexualities and their relationship to national identity from 1950 to 2004. He focuses on three
traditional genres (the revolutionary melodrama, the cabaretera [dancehall] prostitution melodrama,
and the musical comedy buddy movie) and one subgenre (the fichera brothel-cabaret comedy) of
classic and contemporary cinema. By concentrating on the changing conventions of these genres, de
la Mora reveals how Mexican films have both supported and subverted traditional heterosexual
norms of Mexican national identity. In particular, his analyses of Mexican cinematic icons Pedro
Infante and Gael García Bernal and of Arturo Ripstein's cult film El lugar sin límites illuminate
cinema's role in fostering distinct figurations of masculinity, queer spectatorship, and gay male
representations. De la Mora completes this exciting interdisciplinary study with an in-depth look at
how the Mexican state brought about structural changes in the film industry between 1989 and 1994
through the work of the Mexican Film Institute (IMCINE), paving the way for a renaissance in the
national cinema.
  como agua para chocolate: Como agua para chocolate Laura Esquivel, 1989 A pesar del
hecho de que ella se ha enamorado de un hombre joven, Tita, la menor de tres hijas de un ranchero
tiránico, debe obedecer a la tradición y permanecer soltera y en casa para cuidar a su madre. Una
combinación de cuento de hadas, melodrama, romance, libro de cocina mexicana, y el manual de
remedio casero.
  como agua para chocolate: Latin American Postmodernisms Richard A. Young, 1997
  como agua para chocolate: Reframing Latin America Erik Ching, Christina Buckley,
Angélica Lozano-Alonso, 2009-06-03 Providing an extensive introduction to cultural studies in
general, regardless of chronological or geographic focus, and presenting provocative, essential
readings from Latin American writers of the last two centuries, Reframing Latin America brings
much-needed accessibility to the concepts of cultural studies and postmodernism. From Saussure to
semiotics, the authors begin by demystifying terminology, then guide readers through five identity
constructs, including nation, race, and gender. The readings that follow are presented with
insightful commentary and encompass such themes as Civilized Folk Marry the Barbarians
(including José Martí's Our America) and Boom Goes the Literature: Magical Realism as the True



Latin America? (featuring Elena Garro's essay It's the Fault of the Tlaxcaltecas). Films such as Like
Water for Chocolate are discussed in-depth as well. The result is a lively, interdisciplinary guide for
theorists and novices alike.
  como agua para chocolate: Like Water for Chocolate Laura Esquivel, 2010-03-30
  como agua para chocolate: Angeles Mastretta Jane Elizabeth Lavery, 2005 The first major
study on the works of the Mexican novelist, Angeles Mastretta, demonstrating the rich complexity
and range of the author's fiction and essays. The Mexican novelist, Angeles Mastretta [b. 1949], has
only recently received serious critical attention largely because her work has been seen as 'popular'
and therefore inappropriate for academic study. This first major work tobe published on Mastretta
seeks to demonstrate the rich complexity and range of the author's fiction and essays. In the
tradition of Post-Boom Latin American women's writing, Mastretta's texts are motivated by a desire
to speak primarily of the silenced experiences and voices of women. Two of her novels, referential
and testimonial in style, can be placed within the Mexican Revolutionary Novel tradition and explore
the Revolutionary period and its consequences in the light of female experiences and perspectives.
The hitherto unexplored themes of female sexuality and bodily erotics in Mastretta's texts are also
considered in this volume. Her feminist works avoid facile simplifications: heterogeneous and
dialogical, they interweave the historical and the fictional, the everyday and the fantastic. The
originality of Mastretta's writing lies in its elusive postmodern ambiguities: shimmering surfacesare
often interrupted by unexpected depths and proliferating meanings cannot be fully circumscribed by
critical analysis. Jane Elizabeth Lavery lectures in Latin American Studies at the University of Kent.
  como agua para chocolate: The Kitchen Recipes and Food in Como Agua Para Chocolate
by Laura Esquivel Emily Joy Bryant Allred, 1997
  como agua para chocolate: Como Agua Para Chocolate Françs Gordo, Lydia Gordo,
2007-05-28 Created by teachers and writers, each title in this series provides a complete and
thoughtful analysis of several of the most valuable works of world literature. Intended as a starting
point for a better understanding and appreciation of literature, each analysis also imparts
information about the author, the social and historical background, structure and traditions of
literary genres, facts about characters, and a bibliography to encourage further intellectual
exploration. Esta colección es una herramienta indispensable para el estudio y análisis de obras
clásicas de la literatura universal. Los libros de formato agradable y presentación moderna ofrecen
un análisis crítico, información sobre los personajes y los géneros literarios, una bibliografía, y un
compendio de la obra en particular junto a un estudio del autor y su época.
  como agua para chocolate: Humoring Resistance Dianna C. Niebylski, 2012-02-01
Contextualizing theoretical debates about the political uses of gendered humor and female excess,
this book explores bold new ways in which a number of contemporary Latin American women
authors approach questions of identity and community. The author examines the connections among
strategic uses of humor, women's bodies, and resistance in works of fiction by Laura Esquivel, Ana
Lydia Vega, Luisa Valenzuela, Armonía Somers, and Alicia Borinsky. She shows how the
interarticulation of the comic and comic-grotesque vision with different types of excessive female
bodies can result in new configurations of female subjectivity.
  como agua para chocolate: Reel Food Anne L. Bower, 2012-08-06 Reel Food is the first book
devoted to food as a vibrant and evocative element of film, featuring original essays by major food
studies scholars, among them Carole Counihan and Michael Ashkenazi. This collection reads various
films through their uses of food-from major food films like Babette's Feast and Big Night to less
obvious choices including The Godfather trilogy and TheMatrix. The contributors draw attention to
the various ways in which food is employed to make meaning in film. In some cases, such as Soul
Food and Tortilla Soup, for example, food is used to represent racial and ethnic identities. In other
cases, such as Chocolat and LikeWater for Chocolate, food plays a role in gender and sexual politics.
And, of course, there is also discussion of the centrality of popcorn to the movie-going experience.
This book is a feast for scholars, foodies, and cinema buffs. It will be of major interest to anyone
working in popular culture, film studies, and food studies, at both the undergraduate and graduate



level.
  como agua para chocolate: Expanding and Restricting the Erotic , 2020-06-08 The current
erotic landscape is contradictory: While the West sees greater sexual and erotic freedom than ever,
there is also a movement to restrict the behaviour of various sexual minorities. Expanding and
Restricting the Erotic addresses the way in which the erotic has been constrained and freed, both
historically and at present. Topics range from the troubling way in which the mainstream media
represents the erotic, to the concept of friends with benefits. Other chapters explore female
eroticism, from contemporary female hip hop artists to Latin American women seeking to express
their eroticism in the midst of sexual repression. Medieval and Early Modern medical conceptions of
the female body are explored, as are ancient Greek erotic practices. Finally, the controversial area of
teenage girls’ erotic representation is analysed.
  como agua para chocolate: Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century Latin American and
Caribbean Literature, 1900-2003 Daniel Balderston, Mike Gonzalez, 2004-02-12 The
Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century Latin American and Caribbean Literature, 1900–2003 draws
together entries on all aspects of literature including authors, critics, major works, magazines,
genres, schools and movements in these regions from the beginning of the twentieth century to the
present day. With more than 200 entries written by a team of international contributors, this
Encyclopedia successfully covers the popular to the esoteric. The Encyclopedia is an invaluable
reference resource for those studying Latin American and/or Caribbean literature as well as being of
huge interest to those folowing Spanish or Portuguese language courses.
  como agua para chocolate: Contemporary Cinema of Latin America Deborah Shaw,
2003-03-15 This book focuses on a selection of internationally known Latin American films. The
chapters are organized around national categories, grounding the readings not only in the context of
social and political conditions, but also in those of each national film industry. It is a very useful text
for students of the region's cultural output, as well as for students of film studies who wish to learn
more about the innovative and often controversial films discussed.
  como agua para chocolate: Dialogue Analysis IX: Dialogue in Literature and the Media,
Part 1: Literature Anne Betten, Monika Dannerer, 2011-12-22 These two volumes offer a selection
of the papers held at the conference of the International Association for Dialogue Analysis (IADA) in
2003. Volume I contains 38 articles devoted to dialogue and the phenomenon of 'dialogicity' in
literature, ranging from antiquity to a large number of modern languages and literatures. The
conversation-analytic approaches drawn upon are notable for their methodological diversity. This is
also true of the 32 articles in Volume II. The main focus here is on present-day types of dialogue in
the new electronic media and their 'traditional' counterparts (press, radio, television, film). The
examples are taken from various countries, and they are discussed in terms of the intercultural,
semiotic, translatorial, and general pragmatic issues they pose.
  como agua para chocolate: Gender and the Self in Latin American Literature Emma Staniland,
2015-10-05 This book explores six texts from across Spanish America in which the coming-of-age
story ('Bildungsroman') offers a critique of gendered selfhood as experienced in the region’s
socio-cultural contexts. Looking at a range of novels from the late twentieth century, Staniland
explores thematic concerns in terms of their role in elucidating a literary journey towards agency:
that is, towards the articulation of a socially and personally viable female gendered identity, mindful
of both the hegemonic discourses that constrain it, and the possibility of their deconstruction and
reconfiguration. Myth, exile and the female body are the three central themes for understanding the
personal, social and political aims of the Post-Boom women writers whose work is explored in this
volume: Isabel Allende, Laura Esquivel, Ángeles Mastretta, Sylvia Molloy, Cristina Peri Rossi and
Zoé Valdés. Their adoption, and adaptation, of an originally eighteenth-century and European
literary genre is seen here to reshape the global canon as much as it works to reshape our
understanding of gendered identities as socially constructed, culturally contingent, and open-ended.
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