romance novels set in ireland

Romance Novels Set in Ireland: A Journey Through Love and Emerald Landscapes

romance novels set in ireland have captured the hearts of readers worldwide, weaving enchanting tales
of love against the backdrop of Ireland’s lush landscapes, historic castles, and charming villages.
These novels offer more than just romantic escapism; they immerse readers in the rich culture,
folklore, and natural beauty that define the Emerald Isle. Whether you're a fan of historical romance,
contemporary love stories, or mystical tales infused with Celtic magic, Ireland provides an irresistible

setting that adds depth and allure to every narrative.

Exploring romance novels set in Ireland reveals a unique blend of passion and place, where the
setting often feels like a character itself. From the rugged cliffs of Moher to the bustling streets of
Dublin, these stories celebrate not only tender relationships but also the spirit of Ireland—a land

steeped in history, myth, and heartfelt connections.

Why Ireland Makes the Perfect Setting for Romance Novels

The appeal of romance novels set in Ireland goes beyond its picturesque scenery. Ireland’s deep-
rooted traditions, folklore, and warm-hearted people create a rich tapestry that authors skillfully

incorporate into their storytelling. Here’s why Ireland uniquely complements romantic fiction:

The Enchanting Irish Landscape

Ireland’s landscapes are nothing short of cinematic. Rolling green hills, ancient stone castles, misty
moors, and quaint coastal villages provide a breathtaking backdrop that naturally lends itself to

romance. Readers can almost feel the cool ocean breeze and hear the soft rustling of leaves as



characters fall in love in these vivid settings. This immersive environment enhances the emotional

resonance of the love stories, making the setting inseparable from the plot.

Celtic Mythology and Folklore

Many romance novels set in Ireland cleverly weave Celtic myths and legends into their plots. The
land’s rich folklore—tales of faeries, banshees, and legendary heroes—adds a mystical dimension to
love stories, often introducing elements of fantasy or magical realism. This blend of romance and myth
creates a unique reading experience that distinguishes Irish-themed novels from other romance

genres.

A Strong Sense of History and Tradition

Ireland’s complex history, from ancient clans to modern struggles, often shapes the backdrop for
historical romance novels. The country’s traditions, music, and festivals provide cultural depth,
enriching the characters’ experiences and interactions. Many readers appreciate how these details

bring authenticity and emotional weight to the novels, making the love stories feel grounded and real.

Popular Subgenres Within Romance Novels Set in Ireland

Romance novels set in Ireland are wonderfully diverse, appealing to a wide range of tastes. Here are

some of the popular subgenres that readers can explore:

Historical Irish Romance

Historical romance novels set in Ireland often transport readers to periods such as the 18th and 19th



centuries, times of social upheaval and passionate love stories. These novels might explore life during
the Irish Rebellion, the Great Famine, or the days of ancient clans. The historical context adds tension

and stakes to the romances, making the characters’ journeys toward love even more compelling.

Contemporary Irish Romance

For those who enjoy modern love stories, contemporary Irish romance novels capture the charm of
present-day Ireland—its vibrant cities, cozy countryside, and the warmth of its people. These stories
often tackle modern themes like second chances, long-distance relationships, and the clash between

tradition and modernity, all while celebrating Ireland’s unique character.

Magical and Paranormal Irish Romance

Drawing on the rich folklore of Ireland, many romance novels incorporate magical or paranormal
elements. Whether it’s a faerie prince, reincarnated lovers, or mystical forces at work, these stories
blend fantasy with passion. This subgenre is particularly appealing to readers who love a touch of

magic alongside their romance.

Notable Romance Novels Set in Ireland to Add to Your Reading

List

If you’re looking to dive into some beautifully crafted romance novels set in Ireland, here are a few

standout titles that have captured readers’ imaginations:

e "The Irish Cottage" by Rosie Goodwin — A heartwarming contemporary romance set in a

charming Irish village, full of local color and emotional depth.



¢ "Daring to Dream" by Julie Garwood — A historical romance that transports readers to medieval

Ireland, filled with adventure, loyalty, and love.

¢ "The Secret of the Irish Castle" by Pamela Ford — This novel blends history and romance,

centered around an ancient castle and a modern-day heroine discovering her roots.

* "Irish Hearts" series by Nora Roberts — A beloved series that explores different facets of love in

Ireland, from small-town romances to passionate encounters.

¢ "The Fairytale Matchmaker" by Erin Lawless — Incorporating elements of magical realism, this

story weaves Irish folklore into a contemporary love story.

How to Choose the Right Irish Romance Novel for You

With so many romance novels set in Ireland available, selecting the perfect one can seem

overwhelming. Here are a few tips to help you find a book that suits your preferences:

Consider Your Preferred Time Period

Are you drawn to sweeping historical epics, or do you prefer modern-day love stories? Deciding on a

time frame can narrow your options and ensure the historical or cultural details match your interests.

Look for Authentic Irish Setting and Voice

The best romance novels set in Ireland often feature authentic Irish dialogue, customs, and

descriptions of scenery. Reading reviews or sample chapters can help you gauge whether the author



captures Ireland’s essence convincingly.

Decide on the Level of Fantasy or Realism

If you enjoy a little magic in your romance, look for novels that incorporate Celtic mythology or
paranormal elements. For a more grounded story, contemporary or historical romances without fantasy

might be more appealing.

Explore Author Backgrounds

Authors with personal connections to Ireland or extensive research often bring extra authenticity to
their stories. Checking author bios or interviews can give you insight into their relationship with the

setting.

The Enduring Charm of Irish Romance in Literature

What makes romance novels set in Ireland so enduringly popular? It’s the combination of heartfelt
relationships and a sense of place that feels both timeless and alive. Ireland’s unique blend of history,

myth, and natural beauty creates a fertile ground for stories of love that resonate deeply with readers.

Whether you’re curled up by a fire with a historical saga or exploring a contemporary love story in a
bustling Irish town, these novels offer a captivating escape. They invite readers not only to witness

love stories unfold but to experience the magic and warmth of Ireland itself.

For anyone searching for romance novels that transport the heart and soul to a land of emerald fields,
ancient legends, and passionate embraces, Ireland remains a beloved and inspiring setting. As more

writers continue to explore this enchanting country through their stories, readers can look forward to



countless new adventures in love against the backdrop of the stunning Irish landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular romance novels set in Ireland?

Popular romance novels set in Ireland include "The Irish Cottage" by Jane Lovering, "The Secret of

Raven Point" by Jenny Barden, and "The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy" by Rachel Joyce.

Why is Ireland a popular setting for romance novels?

Ireland's rich history, picturesque landscapes, charming villages, and mystical folklore create a

romantic and atmospheric setting that appeals to readers and authors alike.

Are there any contemporary romance novels set in modern Ireland?

Yes, many contemporary romance novels are set in modern Ireland, exploring themes of love and
relationships against the backdrop of vibrant cities like Dublin and Galway, as well as the scenic

countryside.

Do Irish romance novels often incorporate Irish culture and traditions?

Absolutely. Many Irish romance novels weave traditional Irish culture, music, festivals, and folklore into

their stories, enriching the romantic narrative with authentic cultural elements.

Can you recommend a romantic novel set in Ireland with a historical

backdrop?

"The Winter Sea" by Susanna Kearsley is a highly recommended historical romance novel set in

Scotland and Ireland, blending past and present through a compelling love story.



Are there any well-known Irish authors who write romance novels?

Yes, authors like Cecelia Ahern and Marian Keyes, who are from Ireland, have written romance novels

that often include Irish settings or cultural references.

How do romance novels set in Ireland differ from those set in other
locations?

Romance novels set in Ireland often emphasize the country's unique landscapes, folklore, and warm,

close-knit communities, providing a distinctive atmosphere and depth that differs from other settings.

Additional Resources

Romance Novels Set in Ireland: A Literary Exploration of Love and Landscape

romance novels set in ireland have long captivated readers with their unique blend of passionate
storytelling and richly woven cultural backdrops. Ireland’s rugged coastlines, misty moors, and historic
castles provide more than just a setting; they become an integral character in these narratives. This
article delves into the distinctive qualities of romance novels situated in Ireland, examining their appeal,

thematic elements, and the reasons behind their enduring popularity in contemporary literature.

The Allure of Ireland as a Romantic Setting

Ireland’s landscapes are steeped in history and myth, making it an evocative environment for romance
fiction. The country’s natural beauty—from the Cliffs of Moher to the rolling green hills of County
Kerry—offers an atmospheric backdrop that enhances the emotional intensity of love stories. Readers
often describe the combination of Ireland’s dramatic weather and ancient folklore as adding layers of

mystique and depth to romantic plots.



Furthermore, Ireland’s cultural heritage, including its music, language, and traditional customs,
provides authors with rich material to craft authentic narratives. This cultural texture helps romance
novels set in Ireland to distinguish themselves within the broader genre, attracting readers who seek

not just romance but a sense of place and identity.

Historical vs. Contemporary Settings

Romance novels set in Ireland can broadly be categorized into historical and contemporary settings,

each offering different narrative experiences:

¢ Historical Romance: These novels often explore Ireland’s tumultuous past, such as the struggles
during the English occupation, the Great Famine, or the Irish War of Independence. The
historical context adds complexity to romantic relationships, as characters navigate societal
constraints, class disparities, and political unrest. Authors like Diana Gabaldon, whose
“Outlander” series includes Ireland in its scope, exemplify this genre’s ability to intertwine history

and romance effectively.

¢ Contemporary Romance: Modern Irish settings focus on current social dynamics, urban life in
cities like Dublin or Galway, and the evolving roles of women and men in Irish society. These
stories often feature characters dealing with personal growth, family expectations, and modern

challenges, making them relatable to today’s readers while retaining the charm of Irish culture.

Both subgenres benefit from Ireland’s distinct identity, but the historical novels tend to emphasize

resilience and tradition, while contemporary romances highlight change and modernity.



Key Themes in Irish Romance Novels

Irish romance literature often explores themes that resonate deeply with readers, driving emotional

engagement beyond the central love story.

Connection to Land and Heritage

A recurring theme in romance novels set in Ireland is the profound connection between characters and
their homeland. This relationship often symbolizes stability, identity, and belonging. Characters may
struggle with leaving Ireland for opportunities abroad or returning home to confront their past. This

tension between departure and homecoming adds narrative richness and emotional complexity.

Family and Community

Irish culture’s emphasis on family and community is frequently depicted in these novels. The influence
of extended family, local traditions, and village dynamics often shapes the romantic narrative, providing
both obstacles and support for the protagonists. This communal aspect can deepen the romance by

situating personal relationships within a broader social framework.

Mythology and Folklore

Incorporating Irish myths and folklore is another distinctive feature. Elements such as faeries, ancient
curses, or Celtic rituals sometimes underpin the plot, lending an enchanting or mystical quality to the
romance. This integration of fantasy with reality appeals to readers who appreciate layered storytelling

and cultural authenticity.



Prominent Authors and Notable Works

Several authors have contributed significantly to the popularity and evolution of romance novels set in
Ireland. Their works showcase diverse approaches to storytelling and highlight different facets of Irish

romance.

Cecelia Ahern

Known for her contemporary romantic fiction, Cecelia Ahern often sets her novels in Ireland, capturing
the nuances of modern Irish life. Her books blend emotional depth with humor and a touch of magical

realism, making them accessible and appealing to a wide audience.

Nora Roberts (as J.D. Robb)

Although primarily associated with American settings, Nora Roberts has penned works featuring Irish
characters and locales, weaving Irish heritage into her romance and suspense novels. Her ability to
craft strong, complex protagonists has influenced many readers’ perceptions of Irish romance

narratives.

Other Noteworthy Writers

¢ Maeve Binchy: While not strictly romance novels, Binchy’s works often explore interpersonal

relationships within Irish communities, including romantic elements.

¢ Jane Lovering: Her lighthearted romantic comedies sometimes feature Irish settings or

characters, blending humor with heartfelt romance.



» Katie Flynn: Known for historical romance, Flynn’s stories set in Ireland explore the intersection

of personal and national history.

The Impact of Irish Setting on Reader Engagement

The Irish setting in romance novels is more than mere scenery; it actively shapes the reader’s
emotional experience. The interplay between setting and narrative can heighten the sense of
escapism, allowing readers to immerse themselves in a world that is both familiar and exotic. This
geographical and cultural specificity gives romance novels set in Ireland a competitive edge in the

global romance market.
Moreover, the depiction of Ireland’s landscapes and traditions often challenges stereotypes, presenting

a multifaceted image that appeals to both domestic and international audiences. This authenticity

fosters a deeper connection between the reader and the story.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite their popularity, romance novels set in Ireland are not without criticisms. Some purists argue
that romanticizing Ireland’s hardships may oversimplify complex historical realities. Others caution
against clichés that exoticize Irish culture for commercial appeal. Balancing accurate representation

with narrative creativity remains an ongoing challenge for authors in this niche.

Why Readers are Drawn to Irish Romance Novels

Several factors contribute to the sustained interest in romance novels set in Ireland:



1. Atmospheric Settings: The vivid portrayal of Ireland’s landscapes creates immersive reading

experiences.

2. Cultural Richness: Authentic incorporation of Irish customs and language enhances narrative

depth.

3. Emotional Complexity: The interplay between personal and historical struggles adds layers to

romantic plots.

4. Universal Themes: Love, identity, family, and belonging resonate across cultural boundaries.

This combination of elements ensures that Irish romance novels maintain a distinctive position in the

crowded romance genre.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of Romance Novels Set in

Ireland

Romance novels set in Ireland offer a compelling fusion of love stories and cultural exploration. Their
ability to transport readers through evocative settings and emotionally charged narratives underscores
the power of place in literature. As readers continue to seek authentic and immersive romance
experiences, the Irish landscape—with its rich history and timeless beauty—remains an invaluable

source of inspiration for authors and readers alike.
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romance novels set in ireland: The Irish Heart Series Collection: An Irish Women's
Fiction Romance Novel Trilogy Juliet Gauvin, 2020-01-01 For fans of The Holiday & Letters to
Juliet comes a delicious trilogy about losing your way and finding your life . . . in Ireland. Elizabeth
Lara built a perfect life as San Francisco’s top divorce attorney, but when she loses her great-aunt
Mags, the woman who raised her, she boards a plane and leaves it all behind. Mags has left
Elizabeth a box of seventeen letters—expressly written to help guide Elizabeth back to herself. The
first reveals a shocking truth, kept secret for thirty-five years. Reeling from the revelation, Elizabeth
thinks Ireland will be the perfect place to find some peace. But her serene Irish escape isn’t the
respite from reality she expected. Fate instead delivers an embarrassing encounter with Irishman
Connor Bannon—the striking cottage owner, Ireland’s most eligible bachelor, and her nearest
neighbor. Elizabeth’s aching to feel like herself again, but escaping her life of black and gray and
learning to live again won’t be easy. The letters help, the fresh Irish air too, but nothing moves the
needle quite like the man just up the lake . . . Connor. With the help of Mags’ letters, the colorful
townspeople of Dingle, and Connor, Elizabeth uncovers decades-old family secrets, kicks up her
heels to the Irish music, lets her hair down, and finds a way back to who she really is. Come journey
with Elizabeth in a story that explores the twists and turns of life, the magic of new beginnings, and
the timeless allure of Ireland. This Irish women’s fiction romance novel trilogy will take you on an
adventure you'll never forget and give you all the feels. Escape to Ireland now . . . and then London
& Paris! This is more than a romantic story—it’s an invitation to rediscover life’s possibilities.
Includes the first THREE books in The Irish Heart Series, also known as The Irish Heart Original
Trilogy. Lose your way and find your life in Ireland. READING ORDER: The Irish Heart Series
Original Trilogy: The Irish Cottage: Finding Elizabeth (Book 1) The London Flat: Second Chances
(Book 2) The Paris Apartment: Fated Journey (Book 3) . . . and for the readers who wanted more . . .
5 years later . . . The Irish Heart Series Continuing Trilogy: The Irish Castle: Keeping Elizabeth
(Book 4) The Irish Secret: Wild Fire (Book 5) The Irish Wedding: A Novel Romance (Book 6) Juliet
Gauvin’s books are feel-good romantic women'’s fiction. They include international travel, holidays,
contemporary women, and epic love.

romance novels set in ireland: The Cambridge Companion to the Irish Novel John Wilson
Foster, 2006-12-14 This is the perfect overview of the Irish novel from the seventeenth century to
the present day.

romance novels set in ireland: The Encyclopedia of Romantic Literature, 3 Volume Set
Frederick Burwick, Nancy Moore Goslee, Diane Long Hoeveler, 2012-01-30 The Encyclopedia of
Romantic Literature is an authoritative three-volume reference work that covers British artistic,
literary, and intellectual movements between 1780 and 1830, within the context of European,
transatlantic and colonial historical and cultural interaction. Comprises over 275 entries ranging
from 1,000 to 6,500 words arranged in A-Z format across three fully cross-referenced volumes
Written by an international cast of leading and emerging scholars Entries explore genre
development in prose, poetry, and drama of the Romantic period, key authors and their works, and
key themes Also available online as part of the Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Literature, providing
24/7 access and powerful searching, browsing and cross-referencing capabilities

romance novels set in ireland: Hidden Rivalries in Victorian Fiction Jerome Meckier,
2021-10-21 Victorian fiction has been read and analyzed from a wide range of perspectives in the
past century. But how did the novelists themselves read and respond to each other's creations when
they first appeared? Jerome Meckier answers that intriguing question in this ground-breaking study
of what he terms the Victorian realism wars. Meckier argues that nineteenth-century British fiction
should be seen as a network of intersecting reactions and counteractions in which the novelists
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rethought and rewrote each other's novels as a way of enhancing their own credibility. In an
increasingly relative world, thanks to the triumph of a scientific secularity, the goal of the novelist
was to establish his or her own credentials as a realist, hence a reliable social critic, by undercutting
someone else's—usually Charles Dickens's. Trollope, Mrs. Gaskell, and especially George Eliot
attempted to make room for themselves in the 1850s and 1860s by pushing Dickens aside. Wilkie
Collins tried a different form of parodic revaluation: he strove to outdo Dickens at the kind of novel
Dickens thought he did best, the kind his other rivals tried to cancel, tone down, or repair, ostensibly
for being too melodramatic but actually for expressing too negative a world view. For his part,
Dickens—determined to remain inimitable—replied to all of his rivals by redoing them as spiritedly
as they had reused his characters and situations to make their own statements and to discredit his.
Thus Meckier redefines Victorian realism as the bravura assertion by a major novelist (or one soon
to be) that he or she was a better realist than Dickens. By suggesting the ways Victorian novelist
read and rewrote each other's work, this innovative study alters present day perceptions of such
double-purpose novels as Felix Holt, Bleak House, Middlemarch, North and South, Hard Times, The
Woman in White, and The Mystery of Edwin Drood.

romance novels set in ireland: Trollope's Later Novels Robert Tracy, 2023-04-28 This title
is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1978.

romance novels set in ireland: Ireland, Revolution, and the English Modernist Imagination
Eve Patten, 2022 Studies the response of English writers during the first half of the twentieth
century to the process of revolution in neighbouring Ireland. It explores novels, letters, travelogues,
and memoirs from writers such as Wyndham Lewis, Virginia Woolf, D.H. Lawrence, Evelyn Waugh,
May Sinclair, Ethel Mannin, George Thomson, and T.H.White.

romance novels set in ireland: The Romantic National Tale and the Question of Ireland
Ina Ferris, 2002-11-21 Ina Ferris examines the way in which the problem of 'incomplete union'
generated by the formation of the United Kingdom in 1800 destabilised British public discourse in
the early decades of the nineteenth century. Ferris offers the first full-length study of the chief genre
to emerge out of the political problem of Union: the national tale, an intercultural and mostly
female-authored fictional mode that articulated Irish grievances to English readers. Ferris draws on
current theory and archival research to show how the national tale crucially intersected with other
public genres such as travel narratives, critical reviews and political discourse. In this fascinating
study, Ferris shows how the national tales of Morgan, Edgeworth, Maturin, and the Banim brothers
dislodged key British assumptions and foundational narratives of history, family and gender in the
period.

romance novels set in ireland: Writers' Handbook 2025 ]. Paul Dyson, 2024-12-15 The 2025
edition of firstwriter.com’s annual directory for writers is the perfect book for anyone searching for
literary agents, book publishers, or magazines. It contains over 1,500 listings, including revised and
updated listings from the 2024 edition, and over 300 brand new entries. Finding the information you
need is now quicker and easier than ever before, with multiple tables and a detailed index, and
unique paragraph numbers to help you get to the listings you're looking for. The variety of tables
helps you navigate the listings in different ways, and includes a Table of Authors, which lists over
6,000 authors and tells you who represents them, or who publishes them, or both. The number of
genres in the index has expanded to over 900. So, for example, while there was only one option for
“Romance” in previous editions, you can now narrow this down to Historical Romance, Fantasy
Romance, Supernatural / Paranormal Romance, Contemporary Romance, Diverse Romance, Erotic
Romance, Feminist Romance, Christian Romance, or even Amish Romance. The new edition
includes: - Over 650 literary agents and agencies; - Over 450 magazines; and - Over 500 publishers
that don’t charge fees. International markets become more accessible than ever, with listings that
cover both the main publishing centres of New York and London, as well as markets in other



English-speaking countries. With more and more agents, publishers, and magazines accepting
submissions online, this international outlook is now more important than ever. There are no
adverts, no advertorials, and no obscure listings padding out hundreds of pages. By including only
what’s important to writers - contact details for literary agents, publishers, and magazines - this
directory is able to provide more listings than its competitors, at a lower price. The book also allows
you to create a subscription to the firstwriter.com website for free until 2026. This means you can
get free access to the firstwriter.com website, where you can find even more listings, and also
benefit from other features such as advanced searches, daily email updates, feedback from users
about the markets featured, saved searches, competitions listings, searchable personal notes, and
more. “I know firsthand how lonely and dispiriting trying to find an agent and publisher can be. So
it's great to find a resource like firstwriter.com that provides contacts, advice and encouragement to
aspiring writers. I've been recommending it for years now!” ~ Robin Wade; literary agent at the
Wade & Doherty Literary Agency Ltd, and long-term firstwriter.com subscriber

romance novels set in ireland: Writers' Handbook 2026 ]. Paul Dyson, 2025-07-10 The 2026
edition of firstwriter.com’s annual directory for writers is the perfect book for anyone searching for
literary agents, book publishers, or magazines. It contains over 1,400 listings, including revised and
updated listings from the 2025 edition, and over 200 brand new entries. Finding the information you
need is now quicker and easier than ever before, with multiple tables and a detailed index, and
unique paragraph numbers to help you get to the listings you’'re looking for. The variety of tables
helps you navigate the listings in different ways, and includes a Table of Authors, which lists over
5,000 authors and tells you who represents them, or who publishes them, or both. The number of
genres in the index has expanded to over 950. So, for example, while there was only one option for
“Romance” in previous editions, you can now narrow this down to Historical Romance, Fantasy
Romance, Supernatural / Paranormal Romance, Contemporary Romance, Diverse Romance, Erotic
Romance, Feminist Romance, Christian Romance, or even Amish Romance. The new edition
includes: - Over 600 literary agents and agencies; - Over 350 magazines; and - Over 400 publishers
that don’t charge fees. International markets become more accessible than ever, with listings that
cover both the main publishing centres of New York and London, as well as markets in other
English-speaking countries. With more and more agents, publishers, and magazines accepting
submissions online, this international outlook is now more important than ever. There are no
adverts, no advertorials, and no obscure listings padding out hundreds of pages. By including only
what’s important to writers - contact details for literary agents, publishers, and magazines - this
directory is able to provide more listings than its competitors, at a lower price. The book also allows
you to create a subscription to the firstwriter.com website for free until 2027. This means you can
get free access to the firstwriter.com website, where you can find even more listings, and also
benefit from other features such as advanced searches, daily email updates, feedback from users
about the markets featured, saved searches, competitions listings, searchable personal notes, and
more. “I know firsthand how lonely and dispiriting trying to find an agent and publisher can be. So
it's great to find a resource like firstwriter.com that provides contacts, advice and encouragement to
aspiring writers. I've been recommending it for years now!” ~ Robin Wade; literary agent at the
Wade & Doherty Literary Agency Ltd, and long-term firstwriter.com subscriber

romance novels set in ireland: The Doctor in the Victorian Novel Tabitha Sparks,
2016-03-23 With the character of the doctor as her subject, Tabitha Sparks follows the decline of the
marriage plot in the Victorian novel. As Victorians came to terms with the scientific revolution in
medicine of the mid-to-late nineteenth century, the novel's progressive distance from the
conventions of the marriage plot can be indexed through a rising identification of the doctor with
scientific empiricism. A narrative's stance towards scientific reason, Sparks argues, is revealed by
the fictional doctor's relationship to the marriage plot. Thus, novels that feature romantic doctors
almost invariably deny the authority of empiricism, as is the case in George MacDonald's Adela
Cathcart. In contrast, works such as Wilkie Collins's Heart and Science, which highlight clinically
minded or even sinister doctors, uphold the determining logic of science and, in turn, threaten the



novel's romantic plot. By focusing on the figure of the doctor rather than on a scientific theme or
medical field, Sparks emulates the Victorian novel's personalization of tropes and belief systems,
using the realism associated with the doctor to chart the sustainability of the Victorian novel's
central imaginative structure, the marriage plot. As the doctors Sparks examines increasingly stand
in for the encroachment of empirical knowledge on a morally formulated artistic genre, their
alienation from the marriage plot and its interrelated decline succinctly herald the end of the
Victorian era and the beginning of Modernism.

romance novels set in ireland: Irish Novels 1890-1940 John Wilson Foster, 2008-02-21
Studies of Irish fiction are still scanty in contrast to studies of Irish poetry and drama. Attempting to
fill a large critical vacancy, Irish Novels 1890-1940 is a comprehensive survey of popular and minor
fiction (mainly novels) published between 1890 and 1922, a crucial period in Irish cultural and
political history. Since the bulk of these sixty-odd writers have never been written about, certainly
beyond brief mentions, the book opens up for further exploration a literary landscape, hitherto
neglected, perhaps even unsuspected. This new landscape should alter the familiar perspectives on
Irish literature of the period, first of all by adding genre fiction (science fiction, detective novels,
ghost stories, New Woman fiction, and Great War novels) to the Irish syllabus, secondly by
demonstrating the immense contribution of women writers to popular and mainstream Irish fiction.
Among the popular and prolific female writers discussed are Mrs J.H. Riddell, B.M. Croker, M.E.
Francis, Sarah Grand, Katharine Tynan, Ella MacMahon, Katherine Cecil Thurston, W.M. Letts, and
Hannah Lynch. Indeed, a critical inference of the survey is that if there is a discernible tradition of
the Irish novel, it is largely a female tradition. A substantial postscript surveys novels by Irish
women between 1922 and1940 and relates them to the work of their female antecedents. This
ground-breaking survey should also alter the familiar perspectives on the Ireland of 1890-1922.
Many of the popular works were problem-novels and hence throw light on contemporary thinking
and debate on the 'Irish Question'. After the Irish Literary Revival and creation of the Free State,
much popular and mainstream fiction became a lost archive, neglected evidence, indeed, of a lost
Ireland.

romance novels set in ireland: The Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature David Scott
Kastan, 2006-03-03 From folk ballads to film scripts, this new five-volume encyclopedia covers the
entire history of British literature from the seventh century to the present, focusing on the writers
and the major texts of what are now the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. In five
hundred substantial essays written by major scholars, the Encyclopedia of British Literature includes
biographies of nearly four hundred individual authors and a hundred topical essays with detailed
analyses of particular themes, movements, genres, and institutions whose impact upon the writing
or the reading of literature was significant. An ideal companion to The Oxford Encyclopedia of
American Literature, this set will prove invaluable for students, scholars, and general readers. For
more information, including a complete table of contents and list of contributors, please visit
www.oup.com/us/ebl

romance novels set in ireland: Scotland, Ireland, and the Romantic Aesthetic David Duff,
Catherine Jones, 2007 The book offers an exciting new map of the cultural geography of the
Romantic era, and establishes a dynamic methodology for future comparative work.--BOOK JACKET.

romance novels set in ireland: The Irish Voice in America Charles Fanning, 2021-10-21 In this
study, Charles Fanning has written the first general account of the origins and development of a
literary tradition among American writers of Irish birth or background who have explored the Irish
immigrant or ethnic experience in works of fiction. The result is a portrait of the evolving fictional
self-consciousness of an immigrant group over a span of 250 years. Fanning traces the roots of
Irish-American writing back to the eighteenth century and carries it forward through the traumatic
years of the Famine to the present time with an intensely productive period in the twentieth century
beginning with James T. Farrell. Later writers treated in depth include Edwin O'Connor, Elizabeth
Cullinan, Maureen Howard, and William Kennedy. Along the way he places in the historical record
many all but forgotten writers, including the prolific Mary Ann Sadlier. The Irish Voice in America is



not only a highly readable contribution to American literary history but also a valuable reference to
many writers and their works. For this second edition, Fanning has added a chapter that covers the
fiction of the past decade. He argues that contemporary writers continue to draw on Ireland as a
source and are important chroniclers of the modern American experience.

romance novels set in ireland: Consumed in Freedom's Flame Cathal Liam, 2002-02
Consumed in Freedom's Flame is the exciting story of a fictional hero, Aran Roe O'Neill, and his
resolute commitment to Ireland and its quest for independence. He personifies the courageous
resistance of generations of Irishmen and women to English conquest, corruption and injustice.
Together with a small group of other republicans, Aran fights for his nation's freedom during the
early part of the twentieth century.The story weaves fact and fiction around the exploits of this
youthful Irishman and his adventurous friends from Dublin's 1916 Easter Rising to the ensuing Irish
War of Independence. Theirs is the troubled and tormented account of Ireland's attempt to control
its own destiny in the face of resolute British opposition and the intervention of Fate's cruel hand.

romance novels set in ireland: The Stanford Companion to Victorian Fiction John Sutherland,
1989 An engaging guide to a rich literary heritage, The Stanford Companion presents a fascinating
parade of novels, authors, publishers, editors, reviewers, illustrators, and periodicals that created
the culture of Victorian fiction. Its more than 6,000 alphabetical entries provide an incomparable
range of useful and little-known source material, its scholarship enlivened by the author's wit and
candor.

romance novels set in ireland: Billboard , 1998-01-17 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

romance novels set in ireland: A Companion to Irish Literature Julia M. Wright, 2011-07-08
Featuring new essays by international literary scholars, the two-volume Companion to Irish
Literature encompasses the full breadth of Ireland's literary tradition from the Middle Ages to the
present day. Covers an unprecedented historical range of Irish literature Arranged in two volumes
covering Irish literature from the medieval period to 1900, and its development through the
twentieth century to the present day Presents a re-visioning of twentieth-century Irish literature and
a collection of the most up-to-date scholarship in the field as a whole Includes a substantial number
of women writers from the eighteenth century to the present day Includes essays on leading
contemporary authors, including Brian Friel, Seamus Heaney, Eavan Boland, Roddy Doyle, and
Emma Donoghue Introduces readers to the wide range of current approaches to studying Irish
literature

romance novels set in ireland: Gothic Readings Rictor Norton, 2005-04-01 This is an
anthology of Gothic Literature, set within the context of contemporary criticism and readers'
responses. It includes selections from the major practitioners and many of their followers, as well as
contemporary reviews, private letters and diaries, chapbooks, and contemporary anecdotes about
dramatic performances and the design of theatre sets. The selections provide representative
samples of the major genres - historical gothic, the Radcliffe school of terror, the Lewis school of
horror, tragic melodrama, comic parody, supernatural poetry and ballads, book reviews and literary
criticism and anti-Gothic polemic.

romance novels set in ireland: The Oxford Handbook of British Romantic Prose Robert
Morrison, 2024-04-03 The Oxford Handbook of British Romantic Prose is a full-length essay
collection devoted entirely to British Romantic nonfiction prose. Organized into eight parts, each
containing between five and nine chapters arranged alphabetically, the Handbook weaves together
familiar and unfamiliar texts, events, and authors, and invites readers to draw comparisons,
reimagine connections and disconnections, and confront frequently stark contradictions, within
British Romantic nonfiction prose, but also in its relationship to British Romanticism more generally,
and to the literary practices and cultural contexts of other periods and countries. The Handbook
builds on previous scholarship in the field, considers emerging trends and evolving methodologies,




and suggests future areas of study. Throughout the emphasis is on lucid expression rather than
gnomic declaration, and on chapters that offer, not a dutiful survey, but evaluative assessments that
keep an eye on the bigger picture yet also dwell meaningfully on specific paradoxes and the most
telling examples. Taken as a whole the volume demonstrates the energy, originality, and diversity at
the crux of British Romantic nonfiction prose. It vigorously challenges the traditional construction of
the British Romantic movement as focused too exclusively on the accomplishments of its poets, and
it reveals the many ways in which scholars of the period are steadily broadening out and opening up
delineations of British Romanticism in order to encompass and thoroughly evaluate the
achievements of its nonfiction prose writers.
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