kansas city weather history by date

Kansas City Weather History by Date: A Journey Through Time

kansas city weather history by date offers a fascinating glimpse into the climatic shifts
and memorable weather events that have shaped this vibrant Midwestern city. From
blistering summer heatwaves to bone-chilling winter freezes, Kansas City’s weather
timeline is rich with stories that reveal much about the region’s unique meteorological
character. Whether you're a weather enthusiast, a local curious about the past, or a
traveler planning your visit, understanding Kansas City’s weather history by date can
provide valuable insights into what to expect throughout the year.

Tracing Kansas City's Weather Through the Years

Kansas City, straddling the border of Missouri and Kansas, experiences a diverse climate
influenced by its central U.S. location. The city’'s weather history by date records a mix of
severe storms, droughts, floods, and temperature extremes that highlight its position as a
transitional zone between humid continental and humid subtropical climates.

The Early Years: Weather Trends in the 19th and Early
20th Centuries

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, Kansas City was already witnessing significant
weather events. Historical records show that harsh winters with heavy snowfall were
common, and summer thunderstorms often brought intense rainfall and lightning.

One notable event occurred in April 1904, when a massive tornado, part of the larger 1904
Kansas City tornado outbreak, swept through the area causing extensive damage. This
event is a key date in Kansas City weather history, illustrating the city’s vulnerability to
severe weather even in its early development stages.

Mid-20th Century: Marked by Extreme Weather Events

The mid-1900s continued to add dramatic entries to Kansas City’s weather history by date.
The Great Flood of 1951 stands out as one of the most devastating natural disasters in the
city’s history. Between July and August of that year, relentless rains caused the Missouri
and Kansas Rivers to overflow, submerging large parts of the city and leading to massive
evacuations and property damage.

Another memorable weather episode occurred in January 1979, when Kansas City
experienced a record-breaking blizzard. Snowfalls exceeded 20 inches over a couple of
days, paralyzing transportation and daily life. This event remains a benchmark for winter
severity in local weather archives.



Detailed Kansas City Weather History by Date:
Key Events and Patterns

Understanding Kansas City’s weather history by date involves looking at specific events
that have defined the city’s climate narrative. Here are some of the most significant
occurrences that illustrate the city’s weather variability.

Severe Storms and Tornadoes

Kansas City lies within Tornado Alley, making tornadoes a critical part of its weather history.
The city has faced numerous tornado outbreaks over the decades, with some of the most
destructive ones recorded in these years:

- *May 3, 1999:** One of the deadliest tornado outbreaks in U.S. history affected Kansas
City, with multiple tornadoes touching down across the region, causing fatalities and
widespread destruction.

- ¥*May 4, 2003:** A powerful tornado struck parts of Kansas City, damaging homes and
businesses, and reminding residents of the ever-present threat during spring.

These dates underscore the importance of tornado preparedness for Kansas City residents.
The city’s weather history by date teaches us that early warning systems and community
readiness can save lives.

Heatwaves and Drought Periods

The city has also endured significant heatwaves, particularly during the summer months.
July 1980 stands out as one of the hottest periods on record, with temperatures soaring
above 100°F for several consecutive days. This heatwave strained water resources and
posed health risks, highlighting the challenges posed by extreme summer heat.

Droughts have periodically impacted Kansas City’s agricultural and urban landscape as
well. The drought of 2012, part of a broader Midwest drought, led to significant water
restrictions and affected crop yields in surrounding areas, reminding residents of the
delicate balance between weather patterns and human activity.

Winter Extremes and Snowfall Records

Winter in Kansas City can be unpredictable. While some years bring mild conditions, others
are marked by significant snowfalls and frigid temperatures. Noteworthy winter weather
dates include:

- ¥*February 1899:** One of the coldest months on record, with temperatures plummeting
well below zero, causing disruptions across the city.
- **December 2013:** The "polar vortex" event brought extreme cold and heavy snow to



Kansas City, challenging infrastructure and daily routines.

These cold snaps are a reminder that Kansas City’s weather history by date includes not
only warm summers but also harsh winters that test the resilience of its residents.

How Kansas City’s Weather History Influences
Today’s Climate Understanding

Studying Kansas City weather history by date is more than just a trip down memory lane. It
provides valuable data for meteorologists, city planners, and residents alike. By analyzing
past weather events, experts can better predict future trends and prepare for potential
challenges.

For example, the frequency of severe thunderstorms and tornadoes has prompted
improvements in early warning systems and community shelters. Meanwhile, knowledge of
historical droughts has led to the implementation of water conservation measures to
safeguard the city’s resources.

Tips for Residents and Visitors Based on Historical
Weather Patterns

- **Spring Tornado Season:** Stay alert between March and June, the peak tornado months.
Keep a weather radio or smartphone alerts handy.

- **Summer Heatwaves:** Hydrate and avoid outdoor activities during extreme heat days,
especially in July and August.

- ¥*Winter Preparedness:** Have winter gear and emergency supplies ready during the
coldest months, typically December through February, when snow and ice storms are more
likely.

Understanding Kansas City’s weather history by date helps residents anticipate seasonal
changes and respond proactively to weather challenges.

Resources to Explore Kansas City Weather
History by Date

If you're interested in delving deeper into Kansas City’s rich meteorological past, several
resources can provide detailed historical data:

- **National Weather Service (NWS) Kansas City Office:** Offers archives of weather events
and records.

- ¥**Mid-America Regional Council:** Publishes climate summaries and reports relevant to
the Kansas City metropolitan area.

- **¥Local Libraries and Historical Societies:** Often hold newspaper archives and firsthand



accounts of significant weather events.

Exploring these sources can enrich your understanding of how the city’s climate has
evolved and shaped its development over time.

Kansas City’s weather history by date paints a picture of a dynamic and sometimes
unpredictable environment. From fierce tornadoes and flooding to blazing heat and icy
winters, this city’s past climate stories are as diverse as its people. Embracing this history
not only connects us with the past but also equips us to face whatever weather the future
holds with greater confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the highest recorded temperature in Kansas
City on July 4th historically?

The highest recorded temperature in Kansas City on July 4th was 108°F, recorded in 1936
during a severe heatwave.

Has Kansas City ever experienced a major snowstorm in
April?

Yes, Kansas City has experienced significant snowstorms in April, with the most notable
being on April 15, 1982, when over 10 inches of snow fell.

What is the average rainfall in Kansas City during the
month of May historically?

Historically, Kansas City receives an average of about 4.5 inches of rainfall in May, making
it one of the wetter months of the year.

When was the coldest temperature ever recorded in
Kansas City and what was it?

The coldest temperature ever recorded in Kansas City was -23°F on February 12, 1899
during a historic cold wave.

How often does Kansas City experience tornadoes
historically by date?

Tornadoes in Kansas City most commonly occur between April and June, with May being the
peak month for tornado activity historically.



What was the weather like in Kansas City on December
25th in past years?

Weather on December 25th in Kansas City varies, but historically it has ranged from cold
and snowy conditions to mild and dry, with average temperatures around 30°F.

Has Kansas City ever had a record-breaking rainfall
event on a specific date?

Yes, on July 25, 1993, Kansas City experienced a record-breaking rainfall of over 8 inches in
a single day during the Great Flood of 1993.

What historical weather event significantly impacted
Kansas City on May 20, 2019?

On May 20, 2019, Kansas City was struck by a severe thunderstorm that produced hail up
to 2 inches in diameter and caused widespread damage.

How has Kansas City's temperature trend changed over
the decades on July 1st?

Over the decades, Kansas City's temperatures on July 1st have shown a slight warming
trend, with average highs increasing by about 2°F since the 1950s.

Additional Resources
Kansas City Weather History by Date: A Detailed Analysis of Climate Patterns and Trends

kansas city weather history by date reveals a complex tapestry of climatic shifts,
extreme weather events, and seasonal variations that have shaped the region’s
environment over the decades. Situated at the confluence of the Missouri and Kansas
Rivers, this Midwestern city experiences a diverse range of weather phenomena, influenced
by its geographical location and continental climate. Understanding Kansas City’s weather
history by date not only provides insights into past climate behavior but also serves as a
valuable reference for meteorologists, urban planners, and residents concerned with
environmental preparedness.

Historical Overview of Kansas City Weather
Trends

Kansas City’s weather history is characterized by marked seasonality, with hot summers,
cold winters, and fluctuating precipitation patterns. Historical weather records, maintained
since the late 19th century, offer a granular view of temperature extremes, precipitation
anomalies, and significant weather events by date. These archives enable a comprehensive



analysis of how the city’s climate has evolved and adapted over time.

For instance, examining temperature records by date highlights notable heatwaves during
mid-July 1954, when Kansas City experienced some of its highest recorded temperatures,
surpassing 110°F. Conversely, January 1912 stands out with record lows plunging below
-20°F, indicative of the city’s potential for severe winter cold snaps. These data points
underscore the extremes that can occur in the region’s continental climate zone.

Seasonal Variability and Its Impact

Kansas City’s weather history by date also illustrates pronounced seasonal variability,
influencing local agriculture, infrastructure, and lifestyle. Spring months often bring volatile
weather, including thunderstorms and tornadoes, with May 1957 being one of the most
devastating tornado seasons in the city’s history. The temporal clustering of such events in
late spring and early summer is a recurring pattern in the historical data.

Summers tend to be hot and humid, with July and August frequently recording high
temperatures and moisture levels that exacerbate heat stress. Autumn, by contrast, is
generally mild with gradually cooling temperatures and reduced precipitation, though early
frost dates can vary significantly year to year. Winters bring cold temperatures with
occasional snow events; some winters, like that of 2007-2008, saw heavy snowfall
disrupting normal activities for extended periods.

Significant Weather Events Documented by Date

Delving deeper into Kansas City weather history by date reveals a number of pivotal
weather phenomena that have left lasting impacts on the city’s development and resilience
strategies.

Major Tornadoes and Storms

Kansas City’s location within Tornado Alley makes it susceptible to severe tornadic activity,
particularly in the spring months. Historical weather logs indicate that on May 20, 1957, a
powerful F5 tornado struck the city and surrounding areas, resulting in significant casualties
and property damage. This event remains one of the deadliest in the region’s recorded
history.

Other tornado outbreaks, such as those in June 1991 and May 2019, further demonstrate
the cyclical nature of such hazards. By referencing specific dates, meteorologists can trace
patterns in storm genesis, intensity, and path, which are crucial for improving forecasting
models and emergency responses.



Flooding Events Along the Missouri and Kansas Rivers

Flooding has been a recurrent challenge for Kansas City, particularly during spring runoff
and heavy rainfall periods. The Great Flood of 1951 stands out as a landmark event, with
river levels cresting on July 14, 1951, causing widespread inundation across the
metropolitan area. Detailed records by date show how prolonged rainfall and upstream
water management decisions contributed to the disaster.

More recently, floods in 1993 and 2019, documented meticulously by date, have tested the
city’s flood control infrastructure and spurred investments in levees and water diversion
systems. The temporal analysis of these flood events informs current hydrological risk
assessments and urban planning.

Analyzing Climate Data Trends and Anomalies

Comprehensive climate datasets enable researchers to identify emerging trends and
anomalies within Kansas City’s historical weather profile. By examining temperature and
precipitation records by date over a century or more, subtle shifts become apparent.

Temperature Trends Over the Decades

Data indicate a gradual increase in average annual temperatures in Kansas City, consistent
with broader global warming trends. Comparing daily high and low temperatures by date
from early 20th century records to recent decades reveals a general warming pattern, with
more frequent occurrences of unusually hot days in summer months.

This warming trend has implications for public health, energy consumption, and urban heat
island effects. Additionally, shifts in freeze and frost dates impact agricultural cycles and
native ecosystems, altering planting schedules and species distributions.

Precipitation Patterns and Variability

Precipitation data analyzed by date highlight increased variability, with some years
experiencing intense rainfall leading to flooding, while others suffer drought conditions. The
city’s average annual precipitation hovers around 40 inches but fluctuates significantly on a
yearly and seasonal basis.

Notably, the frequency of extreme precipitation events appears to be rising, as seen in the
record-setting rains during May 2019 that caused flash floods and overwhelmed drainage
systems. These observations underscore the importance of adaptive infrastructure planning
that accounts for changing precipitation regimes.



Utilizing Kansas City Weather History by Date for
Future Preparedness

Historical weather data serves as more than just a record; it is a foundational tool for
forecasting and preparedness. Understanding Kansas City weather history by date enables
stakeholders to anticipate potential challenges and design mitigation strategies tailored to
the city’s unique climatic profile.

Emergency Management and Risk Reduction

Emergency planners rely on precise historical weather data to model potential disaster
scenarios. By analyzing previous tornado paths, flood timelines, and heatwave durations,
officials can optimize evacuation routes, emergency shelter locations, and resource
allocation.

Furthermore, insurance companies and policymakers use historical storm and flood data to
assess risk levels, influencing building codes and zoning laws. This data-driven approach
enhances community resilience against future adverse weather events.

Urban Planning and Infrastructure Design

Climate-responsive urban development increasingly depends on accurate historical weather
records. Engineers and architects incorporate data on temperature extremes, precipitation
trends, and wind patterns to design buildings and infrastructure that withstand local
environmental stresses.

For example, knowledge of historical flood dates informs the placement and design of
levees and stormwater systems, reducing vulnerability. Similarly, understanding heatwave
frequency guides the integration of green spaces and cooling technologies to mitigate
urban heat islands.

Conclusion: The Value of Date-Specific Weather
Records

Exploring Kansas City weather history by date offers a detailed perspective on the city’s
climatic evolution and the challenges posed by its natural environment. This data-rich
historical record not only chronicles past extremes and trends but also equips the
community with the knowledge necessary for informed decision-making and future
resilience.

As climate patterns continue to shift globally, maintaining and analyzing precise weather
history by date remains an indispensable asset. It bridges the gap between past
experiences and future uncertainties, ensuring that Kansas City can better anticipate, adapt



to, and thrive amid the dynamic forces of nature.
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Kansas Highway Patrol - Online Crash Logs Select a date, type, or county to get a list of crash
logs. Injury and fatality crashes worked on the Kansas Turnpike after February 5, 2018 can be best
located by searching Kansas Turnpike



Kansas Board of Healing Arts - Licensee & Registrant Profile Search Specialty (This field is
for MDs and DOs only and is self-reported. Therefore, it is not independently verified by the Board of
Healing Arts.)

Related to kansas city weather history by date

Kansas City, MO Weather History (Weather Underground1mon) Thank you for reporting this
station. We will review the data in question. You are about to report this weather station for bad
data. Please select the information that is incorrect

Kansas City, MO Weather History (Weather Underground1mon) Thank you for reporting this
station. We will review the data in question. You are about to report this weather station for bad
data. Please select the information that is incorrect

Late-summer sizzle to fizzle: Kansas City’s weather is about to flip (14don MSN) The heat is
about to retreat as Kansas City’s weather is about to change. Find out when cooler temps and rain
are set to arrive

Late-summer sizzle to fizzle: Kansas City’s weather is about to flip (14don MSN) The heat is
about to retreat as Kansas City’s weather is about to change. Find out when cooler temps and rain
are set to arrive
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