
history of sfx makeup
History of SFX Makeup: From Ancient Illusions to Modern Mastery

history of sfx makeup is a fascinating journey that traces the evolution of transforming
human appearances into extraordinary visions of fantasy, horror, and realism. Special
effects makeup, or SFX makeup, has become an essential art form in film, theater, and
television, captivating audiences with its ability to bring characters and creatures to life.
Understanding its history not only reveals the creativity and innovation behind the craft but
also offers insight into how technology and artistry have merged over time.

The Origins of Special Effects Makeup

Before the advent of cinema and modern theater, the roots of special effects makeup can
be traced back thousands of years to ancient civilizations. Early humans used natural
pigments, animal fats, and other materials to alter their appearances for religious
ceremonies, rituals, and storytelling.

Ancient Beginnings: Masks and Body Paint

In cultures such as Ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome, makeup and masks played essential
roles in theatrical performances and religious rites. Egyptians used kohl to accentuate their
eyes, which not only had cosmetic appeal but spiritual significance. Similarly, in Greek
theater, actors used exaggerated masks to portray different characters and emotions,
which can be viewed as an early form of special effects aimed at visual storytelling.

In many indigenous cultures, body paint and decorative makeup were utilized to symbolize
identity, status, or supernatural powers—showing that even before synthetic materials and
prosthetics, humans sought to alter their looks dramatically.

Theatre’s Influence on Early SFX Makeup

During the Renaissance and Elizabethan eras, theater flourished, and with it, the demand
for more elaborate visual effects grew. Actors and makeup artists began experimenting
with greasepaint and rudimentary prosthetics to create scars, wounds, and character-
specific features. The desire to convey emotions and fantastical elements visually pushed
makeup techniques beyond simple beautification.

For example, Shakespearean productions often required actors to portray ghosts, witches,
and mythical creatures, leading to innovative use of powders, paints, and wigs. These early
attempts laid the groundwork for what would eventually become the sophisticated field of
special effects makeup.



The Birth of SFX Makeup in Cinema

The invention of motion pictures at the end of the 19th century revolutionized visual
storytelling and dramatically changed how makeup was used. Early filmmakers quickly
realized that makeup could enhance characters and create illusions impossible to achieve
otherwise.

Silent Film Era: Pioneering Makeup Effects

In the silent film era, actors like Lon Chaney, known as "The Man of a Thousand Faces,"
pushed the boundaries of makeup artistry. Chaney famously crafted his own prosthetics
and applied layers of greasepaint and putty to transform into characters like the Phantom
of the Opera or the Hunchback of Notre Dame. His innovative techniques included using
wire, cotton, and collodion to create convincing deformities and scars, setting a high
standard for future special effects makeup artists.

Because cameras of that time were less sensitive to colors and details, makeup had to be
exaggerated and carefully formulated to appear natural on black-and-white film. This
challenge encouraged experimentation with textures and materials, influencing the
development of new products.

Technological Advances and Material Innovation

As film technology progressed through the 1930s and 1940s, so did the tools and materials
used for SFX makeup. The introduction of latex rubber revolutionized prosthetics, allowing
for more flexible, realistic facial appliances. Makeup artists could now mold and cast pieces
that could be glued to actors' faces, enabling dramatic transformations with greater
comfort and durability.

Iconic horror films like "Frankenstein" and "The Wolf Man" showcased these advances, with
their monstrous characters becoming cultural touchstones thanks to believable makeup
effects. Studios began employing dedicated makeup departments staffed by specialists who
developed custom techniques tailored to each production.

Golden Age and the Rise of Iconic Makeup Artists

The mid-20th century marked the golden age of special effects makeup, as Hollywood
embraced more ambitious storytelling and genre films. Horror, science fiction, and fantasy
movies relied heavily on makeup artistry to bring imaginative creatures and characters to
life.



The Legacy of Makeup Legends

Artists like Jack Pierce, who created the unforgettable looks of Boris Karloff’s Frankenstein’s
monster and Lon Chaney Jr.’s Wolf Man, became pioneers in the field. Pierce’s meticulous
craftsmanship involved extensive sculpting, layering, and painting to achieve expressive
prosthetics that could endure long shooting days.

Later, in the 1960s and 1970s, artists like Dick Smith further advanced the craft by
developing new techniques for aging makeup and realistic wounds. Smith’s work on films
such as "The Exorcist" and "Amadeus" showed how makeup could not only transform
appearances but also add psychological depth to characters.

Makeup as a Storytelling Tool

During this era, special effects makeup became an integral part of cinematic language. It
wasn’t just about shock or spectacle but about enhancing narrative and character
development. Whether it was the gruesome injuries in war films or the otherworldly aliens
in sci-fi epics, makeup artists collaborated closely with directors and actors to ensure every
detail served the story.

Modern Innovations and Digital Integration

The advent of digital technology in the late 20th and early 21st centuries introduced new
challenges and opportunities for special effects makeup artists. While CGI (computer-
generated imagery) began to dominate many aspects of visual effects, practical makeup
effects remained vital for grounding fantastical elements in reality.

Blending Practical SFX with CGI

Rather than replacing traditional makeup, digital effects often complement it. For instance,
prosthetics and animatronics provide tactile realism that computers struggle to replicate
fully. Films like "The Lord of the Rings" trilogy and "Pan’s Labyrinth" combined detailed
makeup with subtle CGI enhancements, creating immersive worlds that feel authentic and
tangible.

Artists now use 3D scanning and printing technologies to design custom prosthetics with
precision. Silicone-based materials offer lifelike textures and flexibility, making
transformations more comfortable for actors and visually convincing for audiences.

Training and Tools for Today’s Artists

Today’s special effects makeup artists require a blend of artistic talent and technical



knowledge. Many pursue specialized education in prosthetic design, mold-making, and
airbrushing techniques. Access to tutorials, workshops, and professional networks has
expanded, allowing newcomers to learn from industry leaders.

Emerging trends include the use of medical-grade materials, non-toxic adhesives, and eco-
friendly products, reflecting growing awareness of safety and sustainability in the craft.

Tips and Insights for Aspiring SFX Makeup Artists

For those looking to dive into the world of special effects makeup, understanding its rich
history can inspire and inform your practice. Here are a few tips based on the evolution of
the craft:

Master the basics: Start with foundational makeup techniques before progressing to
prosthetics and advanced effects.

Experiment with materials: From latex to silicone and gelatin, each substance has
unique properties—learn how they behave and when to use them.

Study anatomy: Knowing muscle structure, skin textures, and how wounds heal
helps create more believable effects.

Combine practical and digital skills: Familiarity with both hands-on makeup and
digital tools can set you apart in the industry.

Build a portfolio: Document your work with high-quality photos and videos to
showcase your range and creativity.

The history of SFX makeup reveals a craft that continuously adapts and innovates, driven
by imagination and technical skill. From ancient rituals to blockbuster movies, it remains a
powerful form of artistic expression that captivates and transforms.

As the field progresses, one thing remains clear: the magic of special effects makeup lies in
its ability to turn the impossible into reality, one brushstroke and prosthetic at a time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history of SFX makeup in film?
SFX makeup, or special effects makeup, began gaining prominence in early 20th-century
cinema with pioneers like Lon Chaney Sr., who used prosthetics and makeup to transform
his appearance. The craft evolved significantly with advances in materials and techniques,
becoming essential for creating realistic monsters, injuries, and fantastical creatures in
films.



Who is considered the pioneer of special effects
makeup?
Lon Chaney Sr., known as 'The Man of a Thousand Faces,' is considered a pioneer of special
effects makeup due to his innovative use of makeup and prosthetics in silent films during
the 1920s.

How did SFX makeup evolve during the 1930s and
1940s?
During the 1930s and 1940s, SFX makeup advanced with the creation of iconic monster
looks for Universal Studios’ horror films like 'Dracula,' 'Frankenstein,' and 'The Wolf Man.'
Makeup artists such as Jack Pierce developed durable prosthetics and molds that set the
standard for creature design.

What role did materials like latex play in the history of
SFX makeup?
Latex, introduced in the mid-20th century, revolutionized SFX makeup by allowing artists to
create flexible, lightweight prosthetics that could be applied easily and moved naturally
with the actor's face, enhancing realism and comfort.

How did the advent of silicone impact special effects
makeup?
Silicone, introduced in the late 20th century, improved upon latex by offering more realistic
skin texture, translucency, and durability. It allowed for more lifelike prosthetics and was
less irritating to the skin, becoming a preferred material in modern SFX makeup.

What are some landmark films known for their
groundbreaking SFX makeup?
Films like 'The Bride of Frankenstein' (1935), 'An American Werewolf in London' (1981), and
'The Terminator' (1984) are landmarks for their groundbreaking SFX makeup, showcasing
innovations in prosthetics, animatronics, and gore effects.

How did SFX makeup influence the horror genre?
SFX makeup has been crucial in shaping the horror genre by creating realistic and terrifying
monsters, wounds, and supernatural creatures, significantly enhancing the visual impact
and audience immersion in horror films.

Who are some influential modern SFX makeup artists?
Modern influential SFX makeup artists include Rick Baker, known for his work on 'An
American Werewolf in London,' Tom Savini, famous for his realistic gore effects, and Greg
Nicotero, who has contributed to 'The Walking Dead' and numerous horror films.



How has digital technology affected the history and
practice of SFX makeup?
Digital technology has complemented traditional SFX makeup by allowing for enhanced
visual effects and seamless integration between practical makeup and digital
enhancements. However, practical SFX makeup remains vital for realism and tactile
presence in filmmaking.

Additional Resources
The Evolution and Impact of the History of SFX Makeup

history of sfx makeup traces back to ancient civilizations, evolving through centuries to
become an indispensable element of modern film, theater, and television production.
Special effects makeup, or SFX makeup, transcends mere cosmetic enhancement; it
involves the art and science of transforming human appearance to create illusions ranging
from subtle aging to fantastical creatures. Understanding this evolution provides insight
into how technological innovation and artistic creativity have intertwined to shape this
specialized craft.

The Origins and Early Developments of SFX
Makeup

The roots of special effects makeup are embedded in theatrical traditions, where
performers used rudimentary paints and masks to convey character traits or supernatural
qualities. Ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans applied pigments and prosthetics to
enhance storytelling in rituals and performances. However, these early methods were
limited, relying heavily on symbolic color use rather than realistic transformation.

The Renaissance and subsequent centuries saw incremental advancements. The use of wax
and clay to create facial prosthetics began to emerge, albeit primarily for medical or
theatrical purposes. The transition from stage to screen in the early 20th century marked a
pivotal moment, as filmmakers demanded more convincing effects to captivate audiences.
This necessity propelled the history of sfx makeup into a new era of experimentation and
refinement.

Technological Milestones in the History of SFX
Makeup

Early Cinema and the Birth of Screen Transformations



The silent film era introduced pioneering artists like Lon Chaney, known as “The Man of a
Thousand Faces,” who utilized self-applied prosthetics and makeup to create grotesque and
memorable characters. Chaney’s innovative approach set a precedent, demonstrating how
makeup could serve narrative and emotional functions beyond mere beautification.

As film technology advanced, so did materials and techniques. The introduction of foam
latex in the 1930s revolutionized prosthetic creation, allowing for lightweight, flexible
appliances that could be glued onto actors’ skin. This material offered improved comfort
and realism, enabling more dynamic performances.

The Golden Age of Hollywood and SFX Makeup Artistry

Between the 1940s and 1960s, special effects makeup became a recognized discipline
within the industry. Artists like Jack Pierce, responsible for iconic Universal Monsters such as
Frankenstein’s creature and The Mummy, refined techniques using cotton, collodion, and
greasepaint. Their work required meticulous craftsmanship, often involving hours of
application to achieve the desired transformation.

During this period, innovations in airbrushing and latex molding further enhanced the scope
and realism of effects. Makeup departments became integral to production teams,
collaborating closely with directors and costume designers to bring imaginative characters
to life.

Modern Advances: Silicone Prosthetics and Digital
Integration

The late 20th century heralded significant breakthroughs with the introduction of silicone
prosthetics, which offered superior translucency and texture compared to foam latex.
Silicone’s skin-like qualities allowed for more lifelike appearances, particularly in replicating
human skin and complex wounds.

Simultaneously, the rise of computer-generated imagery (CGI) introduced new dynamics to
special effects. While digital effects can create spectacular visuals, practical SFX makeup
remains valued for its tangible presence on set, contributing to actors’ performances and
audience immersion.

Today, many productions blend practical makeup with digital enhancements, maximizing
realism while expanding creative possibilities.

Techniques and Materials That Shaped the
History of SFX Makeup

The evolution of materials has been fundamental in shaping special effects makeup artistry:



Prosthetic Appliances: Early prosthetics were made from materials like wax and
gelatin, but foam latex and silicone now dominate due to their flexibility and skin-
mimicking qualities.

Makeup Products: From greasepaint to alcohol-activated palettes, makeup
formulations have become more durable and skin-friendly, allowing for long shooting
days without compromising actor comfort.

Hair and Fiber Integration: Techniques like hair punching and fiber application add
realism to prosthetic pieces, particularly in creating beards, wounds, or creature
features.

Adhesives and Sealants: Modern medical-grade adhesives secure prosthetics
effectively, while sealants protect the finished work from wear during filming.

Common Techniques in SFX Makeup

Special effects makeup artists employ a variety of techniques to achieve their
transformations:

Sculpting and Molding: Creating lifecasts and sculpting prosthetics tailored to the1.
actor’s contours.

Painting and Detailing: Using airbrush and hand-painting to add color variations,2.
veins, scars, and textures.

Application: Skillful placement and blending of prosthetics to ensure seamless3.
integration with the actor’s skin.

Animation: Incorporating animatronics or flexible materials to allow movement and4.
expression.

Impact and Cultural Significance of the History of
SFX Makeup

SFX makeup has profoundly influenced cinematic storytelling by enabling characters and
worlds impossible to realize otherwise. Its ability to evoke emotions ranging from fear to
empathy has made it a cornerstone of genres like horror, science fiction, and fantasy. The
artistry involved demands an interdisciplinary knowledge base that includes anatomy,
chemistry, and visual arts.

Furthermore, the history of sfx makeup reflects broader cultural trends and technological



shifts. For example, the gritty, realistic effects of the 1970s and 1980s paralleled a
cinematic movement toward grittier, more visceral storytelling. Conversely, the seamless
blend of practical and digital effects in contemporary film illustrates a synthesis of
traditional craftsmanship with cutting-edge innovation.

In addition, special effects makeup has expanded beyond entertainment into realms such
as medical simulation, forensic reconstruction, and fashion, underscoring its versatility and
ongoing relevance.

The Future Trajectory Based on Historical Trends

Analyzing the history of sfx makeup reveals a trajectory marked by continuous innovation
and adaptation. Emerging technologies like 3D printing and advanced materials promise to
further revolutionize prosthetic creation, enabling faster, more precise production of
customized pieces. Simultaneously, sustainable and skin-safe materials are becoming
priorities as the industry responds to health and environmental concerns.

Education and professionalization of SFX makeup artistry have also progressed, with
specialized schools and workshops proliferating worldwide. This institutionalization ensures
that knowledge is preserved and enhanced, fostering new generations of artists capable of
pushing the boundaries even further.

In conclusion, the history of sfx makeup is a testament to human creativity and technical
ingenuity. From ancient rituals to blockbuster films, it has evolved into a sophisticated craft
that continues to captivate audiences and enrich storytelling across multiple media. As
technology and artistry converge, the future of SFX makeup holds exciting possibilities for
both creators and viewers alike.
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  history of sfx makeup: Beauty Beyond Borders VINCENT BARASA, 2024-10-31 Beauty Beyond
Borders invites readers on a captivating journey through the diverse and vibrant world of beauty.
This enlightening book explores how beauty is perceived, celebrated, and practiced across different
cultures, revealing the rich tapestry of traditions and rituals that define global beauty
standards.From ancient skincare secrets to modern makeup techniques, Beauty Beyond Borders...
Beauty Beyond Borders invites readers on a captivating journey through the diverse and vibrant
world of beauty. This enlightening book explores how beauty is perceived, celebrated, and practiced
across different cultures, revealing the rich tapestry of traditions and rituals that define global
beauty standards.From ancient skincare secrets to modern makeup techniques, Beauty Beyond
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Borders showcases the unique practices that women around the world embrace. Discover the power
of inclusivity as you learn about beauty rituals that honor all skin tones, hair types, and ages,
promoting a message of self-love and acceptance.With stunning visuals, personal stories, and expert
insights, this book empowers readers to embrace their individuality while appreciating the beauty
found in diversity. Whether you're a beauty enthusiast, a cultural explorer, or someone seeking
inspiration, Beauty Beyond Borders is your ultimate guide to understanding and celebrating beauty
in all its forms. Join us in redefining beauty—one border at a time!
  history of sfx makeup: Visual Effects Society Handbook Susan Zwerman, Jeffrey A. Okun,
2012-08-06 Wisdom from the best and the brightest in the industry, this visual effects bible belongs
on the shelf of anyone working in or aspiring to work in VFX. The book covers techniques and
solutions all VFX artists/producers/supervisors need to know, from breaking down a script and initial
bidding, to digital character creation and compositing of both live-action and CG elements. In-depth
lessons on stereoscopic moviemaking, color management and digital intermediates are included, as
well as chapters on interactive games and full animation authored by artists from EA and
Dreamworks respectively. From predproduction to acquisition to postproduction, every aspect of the
VFX production workflow is given prominent coverage. VFX legends such as John Knoll, Mike Fink,
and John Erland provide you with invaluable insight and lessons from the set, equipping you with
everything you need to know about the entire visual effects workflow. Simply a must-have book for
anyone working in or wanting to work in the VFX industry.
  history of sfx makeup: The VES Handbook of Visual Effects Susan Zwerman, Jeffrey A.
Okun, 2014-07-11 Wisdom from the best and the brightest in the industry, this visual effects bible
belongs on the shelf of anyone working in or aspiring to work in VFX. The book covers techniques
and solutions all VFX artists/producers/supervisors need to know, from breaking down a script and
initial bidding, to digital character creation and compositing of both live-action and CG elements.
In-depth lessons on stereoscopic moviemaking, color management and digital intermediates are
included, as well as chapters on interactive games and full animation authored by artists from EA
and Dreamworks respectively. From predproduction to acquisition to postproduction, every aspect of
the VFX production workflow is given prominent coverage. VFX legends such as John Knoll, Mike
Fink, and John Erland provide you with invaluable insight and lessons from the set, equipping you
with everything you need to know about the entire visual effects workflow. Simply a must-have book
for anyone working in or wanting to work in the VFX industry.
  history of sfx makeup: Producing and Directing the Short Film and Video Peter W. Rea,
David K. Irving, 2015-03-24 Producing and Directing the Short Film and Video, Fifth Edition is the
definitive book on the subject for the serious film student or beginning filmmaker. Its unique
two-fold approach looks at filmmaking from the perspectives of both the producer and director, and
clearly explains how their separate roles must work together to create a successful short film or
video. Through extensive examples from award-winning shorts and insightful interviews, you will
learn about common challenges the filmmakers encountered during each step of filmmaking
process—from preproduction to production, postproduction, and distribution—and the techniques
they used to overcome them. In celebrating this book’s twentieth anniversary, this edition has been
updated to include: Two all-new, in-depth cases studies of esteemed short films—Memory Lane and
the Academy Award-winning God of Love A revised chapter progression that reinforces the
significance of the actor - director relationship Interviews with the filmmakers integrated alongside
the text, as well as new images and behind-the-scenes coverage of production processes Revamped
sections on current financing strategies, postproduction workflows, and the wide variety of
distribution platforms now available to filmmakers A Where are They Now appendix featuring
updates on the original filmmakers covered in the first edition An expanded companion website
(www.focalpress.com/cw/rea) containing useful forms and information on distributors, grants and
financing sources, film and video festivals, film schools, internet sources for short works, and
professional associations
  history of sfx makeup: MOVING CAMERAS AND LIVING MOVIES STEVE ESOMBA, Dr.,



2013-03-12 I can say with absolute certainty that, everybody enjoys watching movies, cinema, films
and television. But few, if any, know how a film is made: a film has inbuilt special effects or 'tricks'to
make it appealing to audiences. MOVING CAMERAS AND LIVING MOVIES reveals to you ALL about
films & Filmmaking; it is a hard and tasking enterprise involving tens of thousands of workers and
millions of investment dollars. After reading MOVING CAMERAS...your love for movies will triple.
Movie technicians and camera gurus have a license to mould, alter, and manipulate the screen to
produce or induce rain, sunlight, snow, fire, or fly any object in space in defiance of gravity or even
cause 'accidents'or 'raise' the dead to life. Learn the fascinating, exciting world of film, actresses,
actors, fashion, and fictional entities.
  history of sfx makeup: Special Make-up Effects for Stage & Screen Todd Debreceni, 2009
Accompanying DVD includes: step-by-step tutorials, a gallery of illustrations from industry experts,
and additional exclusive resources--Pg.[4] of cover.
  history of sfx makeup: The VES Handbook of Visual Effects Jeffrey A. Okun, VES, Susan
Zwerman, VES, 2020-06-14 The award-winning VES Handbook of Visual Effects remains the most
complete guide to visual effects techniques and best practices available today. This new edition has
been updated to include the latest, industry-standard techniques, technologies, and workflows for
the ever-evolving fast paced world of visual effects. The Visual Effects Society (VES) tasked the
original authors to update their areas of expertise, such as AR/VR Moviemaking, Color Management,
Cameras, VFX Editorial, Stereoscopic and the Digital Intermediate, as well as provide detailed
chapters on interactive games and full animation. Additionally, 56 contributors share their best
methods, tips, tricks, and shortcuts developed through decades of trial and error and real-world,
hands-on experience. This third edition has been expanded to feature lessons on 2.5D/3D
Compositing; 3D Scanning; Digital Cinematography; Editorial Workflow in Animated and Visual
Effects Features; Gaming updates; General Geometry Instancing; Lens Mapping for VFX; Native
Stereo; Real-Time VFX and Camera Tracking; Shot/Element Pulls and Delivery to VFX; Techvis; VFX
Elements and Stereo; Virtual Production; and VR/AR (Virtual Reality / Augmented Reality). A
must-have for anyone working in or aspiring to work in visual effects, The VES Handbook of Visual
Effects, Third Edition covers essential techniques and solutions for all VFX artists, producers, and
supervisors, from pre-production to digital character creation, compositing of both live-action and
CG elements, photorealistic techniques, and much more. With subjects and techniques clearly and
definitively presented in beautiful four-color, this handbook is a vital resource for any serious VFX
artist.
  history of sfx makeup: Five Essential Steps in Digital Video Denise Ohio, 2002 Five Essential
Steps in Digital Video is packed full of information for the novice to the seasoned producer. It covers
the basics of DV technology and choosing the right equipment to planning your budget, digitizing
your own music, and acquiring resources online. Selling a project has also been transformed by the
Internet and the author explains which means of distribution would be the best for the reader's
project.
  history of sfx makeup: Dark Dreams 2.0 Charles Derry, 2009-12-21 Greatly expanded and
updated from the 1977 original, this new edition explores the evolution of the modern horror film,
particularly as it reflects anxieties associated with the atomic bomb, the Cold War, 1960s violence,
sexual liberation, the Reagan revolution, 9/11 and the Iraq War. It divides modern horror into three
varieties (psychological, demonic and apocalyptic) and demonstrates how horror cinema represents
the popular expression of everyday fears while revealing the forces that influence American
ideological and political values. Directors given a close reading include Alfred Hitchcock, Brian De
Palma, David Cronenberg, Guillermo Del Toro, Michael Haneke, Robert Aldrich, Mel Gibson and
George A. Romero. Additional material discusses postmodern remakes, horror franchises and Asian
millennial horror. This book also contains more than 950 frame grabs and a very extensive
filmography.
  history of sfx makeup: Dictionary of Media and Communication Studies James Watson, Anne
Hill, 2015-10-22 The Dictionary of Media and Communication Studies has provided students and the



general public alike with a gateway into the study of intercultural communication, public relations
and marketing communications since 1984. In this 9th edition, James Watson and Anne Hill provide
a detailed compendium of the different facets of personal, group, mass-media and internet
communication that continues to be a vital source of information for all those interested in how
communication affects our lives. They cover new applications and developments, such as the
incorporation of Neuroscience techniques in advertising and marketing. Other updates include
Cyber-bullying, Twitter scandals, conduct in media organizations, on-line lobbying, global
protesting/petitioning, and gender issues relating to social media in general. While new entries
explore the profound shifts that have taken place in the world of communication in recent years, the
purpose of this new edition is not necessarily to keep abreast of every new media event but to reflect
the trends that influence and prompt such events, such as the Leveson Inquiry and Report and
phone hacking via mobile phones. Politics seems to be playing out more on Twitter than in The
Times. This volume seeks to make its twenty-first century readers more media literate, as well as
more critical consumers of modern news.
  history of sfx makeup: The Gorehound's Guide to Splatter Films of the 1960s and 1970s Scott
Aaron Stine, 2015-11-20 For the uninitiated the author has obligingly supplied a definition for the
slasher/splatter film: Any motion picture which contains scenes of extreme violence in graphic and
grisly detail.... For those film viewers who think this is a good thing and are more likely to select The
Texas Chainsaw Massacre than The Remains of the Day, or for those who are not quite sure but are
nevertheless drawn to the phantasmagoric, or for those horrified by gratuitous violence and blood
for blood's sake but are researching this filmic phenomenon, this reference book provides all the
gory details. From At Midnight I'll Take Your Soul Away to Zombie 2: The Dead Are Among Us, this
book is an exhaustive study of the splatter films of the 1960s and 1970s. After a history of the
development of the genre, the main meat of the book is a filmography. Each entry includes extensive
credits, alternate names and foreign release titles; availability of the film on videocassette;
availability of soundtracks and film novelization; and reviews. Extensive cross-referencing is also
included.
  history of sfx makeup: Theatre Masks Out Side In Wendy J. Meaden, Michael A. Brown,
2023-02-28 Theatre Masks Out Side In examines masks from different angles and perspectives,
combining the history, design, construction, and use of masks into one beautifully illustrated
resource. Each chapter includes key information about an element of mask study: history and uses,
theatre traditions, practical principles for directing, performing exercises, design considerations,
mask-making techniques, and considering makeup as mask. Artist interviews, theatre company
profiles, and hundreds of images provide insight into the variety of mask styles and performance
applications. Project suggestions, discussion questions, useful worksheets, creative prompts, and
resources for sourcing masks are included to inspire further exploration. Theatre Masks Out Side In
is designed with the beginning theatre maker in mind, as well as prop makers, costume designers
and technicians, and actors learning to use masks in performance.
  history of sfx makeup: The Intimacy Coordinator's Guidebook Brooke M. Haney, 2024-04-01
The Intimacy Coordinator's Guidebook: Specialties for Stage and Screen explores the role of the
intimacy choreographer with an in-depth look at specializations that exist within the profession. With
contributions by over 30 industry professionals, this book aims to bring awareness to a wide range of
needs a project may have and how intimacy professionals use their cultural competency specialists
in practice to create the most compelling storytelling. In Part One, the book addresses the scope of
practice of an intimacy professional by discussing competency, finding your lens and tangential
fields in the industry like fight directors, mental health coordinators and cultural competency
specialists. Part Two covers specialties like working with minors, prosthetics, intimacy and
disability, staging queer intimacy, working with fat actors, Black American intimacy, dance, working
on scenes of trauma, sexual violence and non-consent, and BDSM. Between each chapter is a
conversation with an actor, director or producer on their experiences working with an intimacy
coordinator. In Part Three, the book looks at what it means to be qualified and intimacy



professionals' hopes for the future of the industry. The Intimacy Coordinator's Guidebook is an
invaluable resource for directors and producers looking to hire an intimacy professional, as well as
in-depth study for those who are training or practicing in the field of intimacy for performance.
  history of sfx makeup: Amazing Stories Winter 2018 Amazing Stories, 2018-12-11 Amazing
Stories, the home of Jules Verne and H. G. Wells, publisher of the first stories of Ursula K. Leguin
and Isaac Asimov, is back in print after an absence of more than a decade! This relaunch of the
iconic first science fiction magazine is packed full of exciting science fiction, fantasy, and articles, all
in a beautiful package featuring eye-catching illustrations and cartoons. The Amazing Stories Winter
2018 issue (the 615th issue since 1926) includes work by: • Allen M. Steele • Gary Dalkin • Jack
Clemons • Lena Ng • Marina J. Lostetter • Neal Holtschulte • Daniel M. Kimmel • Jule Novakova •
G. Scott Huggins • Noah Chinn • Vonnie Winslow Crist • Steve Fahnestalk • Shirley Meier
  history of sfx makeup: Japan's Favorite Mon-star Steve Ryfle, 1998 More than 40 years after
he emerged from the mushroom cloud of an H-Bomb test, Godzilla reigns as the king of monsters.
The book dispels the myths and illuminates the mysteries surrounding the enigmatic mon-star, and
is loaded with background information and trivia about the people who created Japan's favorite
monster. 50 illustrations.
  history of sfx makeup: Global Perspectives on the Liminality of the Supernatural
Rebecca Gibson, James M. VanderVeen, 2022-06-06 Taking a broad interpretation of “supernatural”
to include anything beyond nature, Global Perspectives on the Liminality of the Supernatural
examines the liminality of often-overlooked types of supernatural beings in light of the themes of
death and gender. It gives the reader a tour of the continents and takes them out into space, looking
at popular culture and mythologies to propose answers to fundamental anthropological questions
about humanity, the concept of “dead,” and how we relate to our own genders when using the
supernatural to understand them.
  history of sfx makeup: Level Up! Creative Cosplay Amanda Haas, 2022-10-25 Expand your
costume-making skills and go from beginner to confident maker! Picking up where Creative Cosplay
left off, this new volume prepares costume enthusiasts to create out-of-this-world effects from head
to toe! Cosplayers of all experience levels have much to gain from Amanda’s expertise as a national
cosplay competition winner and judge. Learn the basics of making an original costume pattern,
using prosthetics and latex, and customizing fabric through dyeing and painting. Transform yourself
into the character of your choice with Special Effects (SFX) makeup. SFX makeup uses prosthetics
and smaller on-skin materials to create illusions — such as wounds, scars, deformities, or
supernatural features — directly on the skin. Get the scoop on sergers, embroidery machines, and
using a digital cutter Pick up industry secrets on the basics of LED work, body painting, and SFX
makeup Create a DIY costume repair kit for conventions, and market yourself in the cosplay world
  history of sfx makeup: Hollywood Jill Tietjen, Barbara Bridges, 2019-04-26 The year was
1896, the woman was Alice Guy-Blaché, and the film was The Cabbage Fairy. It was less than a
minute long. Guy-Blaché, the first female director, made hundreds of movies during her career.
Thousands of women with passion and commitment to storytelling followed in her footsteps.
Working in all aspects of the movie industry, they collaborated with others to create memorable
images on the screen. This book pays tribute to the spirit, ambition, grit and talent of these
filmmakers and artists. With more than 1200 women featured in the book, you will find names that
everyone knows and loves—the movie legends. But you will also discover hundreds and hundreds of
women whose names are unknown to you: actresses, directors, stuntwomen, screenwriters,
composers, animators, editors, producers, cinematographers and on and on. Stunning photographs
capture and document the women who worked their magic in the movie business. Perfect for anyone
who enjoys the movies, this photo-treasury of women and film is not to be missed.
  history of sfx makeup: A Dictionary of Film Studies Annette Kuhn, Guy Westwell,
2012-06-21 This volume covers all aspects of film studies, including critical terms, concepts,
movements, national and international cinemas, film history, genres, organizations, practices, and
key technical terms and concepts. It is an ideal reference for students and teachers of film studies



and anyone with an interest in film studies and criticism.
  history of sfx makeup: Space World , 1978
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