songs in russian language

Songs in Russian Language: A Melodic Journey Through Culture and Emotion

songs in russian language hold a unique place in the world of music, blending rich
history, emotive storytelling, and captivating melodies. Whether you’'re a language learner,
a music enthusiast, or simply curious about Russian culture, exploring these songs offers a
fascinating window into the soul of Russia. From traditional folk tunes to contemporary pop
hits, songs in Russian language span a wide spectrum of styles and themes, each reflecting
different facets of Russian life and sentiment.

The Cultural Significance of Songs in Russian
Language

Music has always been an integral part of Russian culture, serving as more than just
entertainment. Songs in Russian language often carry deep cultural meanings, preserving
folklore, historical events, and collective emotions. Russian folk songs, for example, are
steeped in tradition, narrating tales of love, hardship, celebration, and nature—elements
that have shaped the Russian identity over centuries.

Folk Roots and Traditional Melodies

Traditional Russian songs, or "HapoaHble necHn" (narodnye pesni), often feature simple yet
powerful melodies that are easy to remember and sing along. Instruments like the balalaika
and accordion typically accompany these tunes, creating a distinctive sound that instantly
transports listeners to the Russian countryside. These songs are not only performed during
festivals and communal gatherings but have also influenced classical composers such as
Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff.

Modern Interpretations and Revival

In recent decades, there has been a resurgence of interest in these folk traditions, with
many contemporary artists blending old melodies with modern genres like rock, jazz, and
electronic music. This fusion helps keep songs in Russian language alive and relevant to
younger generations, while also attracting international audiences who appreciate the
blend of authenticity and innovation.

Learning Russian Through Songs

One of the most enjoyable ways to improve your Russian language skills is by listening to
songs in Russian language. Music naturally aids memorization of vocabulary, pronunciation,



and grammar structures. Plus, it immerses learners in the cultural context, making the
language feel more alive and meaningful.

Choosing the Right Songs for Language Learning

When selecting songs to learn Russian, it's helpful to start with clear, slower-paced tracks
that use everyday vocabulary. Classic ballads or songs aimed at young audiences often fit
this criterion. Artists like Alla Pugacheva or Zemfira offer emotionally rich lyrics that are
both poetic and accessible.

Tips for Using Songs in Russian Language to Boost
Fluency

Listen actively: Pay attention to pronunciation and intonation.

Read lyrics simultaneously: Following along helps connect sounds to words.

Repeat and sing along: Mimicking the singer improves speaking skills.

Translate and analyze: Understanding the meaning deepens language
comprehension.

These steps make learning Russian enjoyable and effective, turning music into a language
teacher that never gets boring.

Iconic Genres and Popular Artists in Russian
Music

The landscape of songs in Russian language is incredibly diverse, reflecting both the vast
geography of Russia and its ever-evolving cultural scene.

Russian Rock and Pop

Since the late 20th century, Russian rock has been a powerful medium for social
commentary and artistic expression. Bands like Kino and DDT became voices for youth
during the Soviet era, blending poetic lyrics with raw energy. Meanwhile, Russian pop music
continues to thrive, with artists such as Sergey Lazarev and Polina Gagarina gaining
massive popularity domestically and abroad.



Romantic Ballads and Chanson

Romantic ballads, or "romansy," have a long-standing tradition in Russian music, often
highlighting themes of love, longing, and melancholy. Russian chanson, a genre influenced
by urban folk and prison songs, is also widely popular. Its emotive storytelling and
distinctive vocal style resonate deeply with many listeners.

Contemporary Trends and International Influence

In recent years, Russian language songs have increasingly incorporated global music
trends, including hip-hop, EDM, and indie rock. Artists like Little Big have garnered
international attention for catchy, satirical tracks that showcase the playful side of modern
Russian music culture.

The Emotional Depth and Poetic Nature of
Russian Lyrics

One of the defining features of songs in Russian language is their lyrical richness. Russian
songwriters often craft lyrics that are poetic, philosophical, and emotionally intense. This
lyrical depth reflects the broader Russian literary tradition, where poetry and prose are
revered art forms.

Exploring Themes in Russian Songwriting

Common themes include love and heartbreak, existential reflection, patriotism, and the
beauty of nature. The ability of Russian songs to convey complex feelings with subtlety and
nuance makes them profoundly moving for native speakers and those who understand the
language.

Why Lyrics Matter in Appreciating Russian Music

Understanding the lyrics enhances the listening experience, revealing layers of meaning
that might be lost in translation. For learners and fans, diving into the poetry behind the
music opens doors to Russian culture, history, and philosophy.

How to Discover and Enjoy Songs in Russian
Language

Thanks to the internet and streaming platforms, exploring songs in Russian language has



never been easier. Whether you prefer curated playlists, radio stations, or YouTube
channels, a wealth of resources is available to suit every taste.

Recommended Platforms and Resources

e Spotify and Apple Music: Search for Russian playlists categorized by genre or
mood.

e YouTube: Many channels offer lyric videos and translations.

e Russian radio stations: Online radios like Radio Mayak or Echo of Moscow
broadcast a variety of music styles.

e Language-learning apps: Some apps integrate music into their lessons, combining
language acquisition with cultural immersion.

Tips for Engaging with Russian Songs

Try to listen reqularly, even if only a few minutes per day. Jot down unfamiliar words and
look them up. Share your favorite songs with friends or fellow learners. Over time, you’ll
build not only a better understanding of the language but also a deeper appreciation for the
artistry behind songs in Russian language.

Exploring the world of Russian music is both a joyful and enriching experience. Whether
you’'re moved by the haunting melodies of a folk ballad or energized by the beats of
modern pop, songs in Russian language offer something for every listener. They serve as a
bridge connecting languages, cultures, and hearts across the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular contemporary songs in the
Russian language?

Some popular contemporary Russian songs include "Bpemsa n Ctekno - Hascerga" (Vremya
i Steklo - Navsegda), "MopreHwTepH - Cadillac" (Morgenshtern - Cadillac), and "3emdwupa -
Nckana" (Zemfira - Iskala). These songs represent various genres from pop to rap and rock.

Which Russian songs have become internationally
famous?

Russian songs like "Kalinka," "Katyusha," and more recently, "TaeT nén" (Tayut Lyod) by



Fpnbbl (Griby) have gained international recognition. Additionally, "Moscow Never Sleeps"
by D) Smash has also reached global audiences.

How can | learn Russian through songs?

Learning Russian through songs involves choosing songs with clear lyrics, listening
repeatedly, and following along with the lyrics. Songs by artists like Anna lNyra4ésa (Alla
Pugacheva) and OAT (DDT) are good for beginners due to their clear enunciation and
storytelling style.

What genres are popular in Russian music?

Popular genres in Russian music include pop, rock, hip-hop, folk, and electronic dance
music. Traditional folk songs remain popular, while modern pop and rap artists have a
strong presence on the charts.

Are there any Russian songs that are often used in
movies or TV shows?

Yes, songs like "MogmockoBHble Bevepa" (Podmoskovnye Vechera - Moscow Nights) and
"O4n 4épHble" (Ochi Chernye - Dark Eyes) are frequently used in movies and TV shows to
evoke Russian culture. Contemporary songs by artists like bu-2 (Bi-2) and CnnauH (Splean)
are also featured in various productions.

Additional Resources

Songs in Russian Language: Exploring the Richness and Diversity of Russian Music

songs in russian language have long been a significant cultural marker, reflecting the
history, emotions, and artistic depth of one of the world’s most linguistically rich nations.
From classical compositions and folk tunes to contemporary pop and rock anthems, Russian
music offers a complex tapestry that continues to captivate audiences both domestically
and internationally. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of songs in the Russian
language, examining their historical context, stylistic variations, and contemporary
relevance.

The Historical and Cultural Significance of Songs
in Russian Language

The Russian language itself, with its Cyrillic script and Slavic roots, provides a unique
medium for musical expression. Songs in Russian language have evolved through
centuries, mirroring the social and political changes within Russia. Folk music, one of the
earliest forms, played a crucial role in preserving regional identities and oral traditions.
These folk songs often featured lyrical storytelling, with themes ranging from pastoral life to
epic tales and historical events.



In the 19th century, the Russian Romantic period brought a surge of classical compositions
where the Russian language was integral to operatic and choral works. Composers like
Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky and Modest Mussorgsky incorporated Russian lyrics to deepen the
emotional impact of their music, allowing songs to resonate with national pride and cultural
authenticity.

Evolution of Russian Pop and Rock Music

The 20th century introduced new genres and styles, particularly with the growth of Soviet-
era pop and rock music. Despite political constraints, artists found ways to embed subtle
social commentary within their lyrics, making songs in Russian language a vehicle for both
entertainment and resistance. Bands such as Kino and DDT gained cult status by blending
poetic lyrics with rock influences, appealing to youth who sought alternative voices amid
state-controlled media.

Post-Soviet Russia witnessed an explosion of musical diversity. Modern Russian pop artists
adopted global trends while retaining distinct linguistic and cultural elements. The use of
Russian language in contemporary songs remains a powerful tool for expressing identity
and connecting with audiences across the vast Russian-speaking world.

Characteristics and Features of Songs in Russian
Language

One of the defining characteristics of songs in Russian language is their linguistic rhythm
and phonetic qualities, which naturally shape the melody and vocal delivery. The Russian
language’s rich consonant clusters and vowel sounds create a distinctive musical texture
that differs significantly from English or Romance languages. This phonetic uniqueness
often leads to songs that emphasize emotional depth and lyrical complexity.

Additionally, Russian songs frequently employ poetic devices intrinsic to Russian literature,
such as metaphor, alliteration, and intricate rhyme schemes. This literary influence

enriches the songwriting process, producing lyrics that can be both intellectually
stimulating and emotionally evocative.

Popular Themes in Russian Songwriting

Across genres, songs in Russian language tend to explore a range of themes that resonate
deeply with listeners:

* Love and Romance: A universal theme, but often portrayed with a certain
melancholic or introspective tone unique to Russian culture.

e Patriotism and History: Many songs reflect on Russia’s past, its heroes, and



collective identity.

* Social and Political Commentary: From Soviet dissident songs to modern critiques,
the Russian language is a potent tool for socio-political expression.

e Nature and Spirituality: Drawing from folklore and Orthodox Christian traditions,
these songs often evoke a sense of connection to the land and the divine.

The Global Reach and Influence of Russian Music

While Russian remains the primary language for these songs, their influence extends
beyond Russia’s borders, particularly in Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and among global
diasporas. The unique sound and emotional intensity of songs in Russian language have
attracted worldwide interest, leading to collaborations with international artists and fusion
genres.

Platforms such as YouTube and Spotify have also facilitated the accessibility of Russian
music, allowing non-Russian speakers to discover and appreciate the genre. Increasingly,
artists incorporate multilingual lyrics or translate their hits, further broadening their appeal.

Challenges and Opportunities in Promoting Songs in
Russian Language

One challenge facing Russian-language songs is the global dominance of English in the
music industry. While Russian songs enjoy regional popularity, breaking into Western
mainstream markets often requires additional strategies such as cross-genre collaborations
or marketing campaigns tailored to international audiences.

On the other hand, the distinctiveness of songs in Russian language offers a competitive

advantage in a saturated market. Their cultural authenticity and lyrical depth provide a
refreshing alternative to formulaic pop music, appealing to listeners seeking diversity.

Notable Artists and Iconic Russian Songs

Several artists have played pivotal roles in shaping the landscape of Russian music. For
example:

e Alla Pugacheva: Often hailed as the “Queen of Russian Pop,” her career spans
decades with a repertoire that includes emotionally charged ballads and upbeat hits.

e Vladimir Vysotsky: A legendary singer-songwriter, Vysotsky’s songs combined raw
vocal delivery with poetic, socially conscious lyrics.



e Sergei Lazarev: Representing modern pop, Lazarev has gained international
attention, including multiple participations in the Eurovision Song Contest.

e Kino: The iconic rock band led by Viktor Tsoi, whose songs remain anthems for
generations.

Songs like "Podmoskovnye Vechera" (Moscow Nights), "Kalinka," and "Ochi Chyornye" (Dark
Eyes) are timeless classics that continue to be performed and reinterpreted, demonstrating
the enduring appeal of Russian-language music.

Technological Influence on Russian Music Production

The advent of digital recording and streaming services has transformed how songs in
Russian language are produced and consumed. Modern studios in Russia how blend
traditional instruments with electronic music production techniques, expanding creative
possibilities. Moreover, social media platforms provide emerging artists with tools to reach
audiences without the need for major label backing.

This democratization of music production encourages experimentation and the emergence
of new subgenres, from Russian hip-hop to electronic dance music, all performed in the
Russian language.

Observing the trajectory of songs in Russian language reveals a dynamic interplay between
tradition and innovation. Whether rooted in folk melodies or shaped by contemporary
beats, these songs continue to capture the complexities of Russian culture and identity
while engaging a diverse and evolving audience.

Songs In Russian Language
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songs in russian language: Russian - English Dual Language Book of Russian Songs With
Transliteration Zoia Eliseyeva, 2015-01-12 The Book is a Dual Language book of Russian Songs with
transliteration. Each song is presented in the following way: on the left page you will see the original
song in Russian language and on the matching right page you will see the transliteration of the
Russian text with Latin alphabet for easier reading for those readers who do not have sufficient
Russian reading skills. Then follows the English translation of the lyrics and the cultural notes about
each song and other cultural observations. The choice of songs is very selective. A reader of a book,
will have a close look on the art of a Russian song, as well as he or she will enrich their vocabulary
by reading, listening and singing together these beautiful songs. Russian art song is a special event,
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a big part of Russian culture. This book is a nice introduction to the Russian song art. If the book is
popular with a reader, the author will continue the series of Song Books. The book is an excellent
special way to study the language, singing together, and, at the same time, it is very informative and
can be used by Russian language instructors, and students as a great additional language tool. Zoia
Eliseyeva has Master's Degree in Education. She has been teaching English, Russian, and Spanish
languages in Europe, USA, and Mexico. Her first publications appeared in 1996.

songs in russian language: RUSSIAN - ENGLISH DUAL LANGUAGE Book of Russian
SONGS WithTRANSLITERATION Zoia Sproesser, 2012-04-08 The Book is a Dual Language book
of Russian Songs with transliteration. Each song is presented in the following way: on the left page
you will see the original song in Russian language and on the matching right page you will see the
transliteration of the Russian text with Latin alphabet for easier reading for those readers who do
not have sufficient Russian reading skills. Then follows the English translation of the lyrics and the
cultural notes about each song and other cultural observations. The choice of songs is very selective.
A reader of a book, will have a close look on the art of a Russian song, as well as he or she will
enrich their vocabulary by reading, listening and singing together these beautiful songs. Russian art
song is a special event, a big part of Russian culture. This book is a nice introduction to the Russian
song art. If the book is popular with a reader, the author will continue the series of Song Books. The
book is an excellent special way to study the language, singing together, and, at the same time, it is
very informative and can be used by Russian language instructors, and students as a great
additional language tool.

songs in russian language: Soviet War Songs in the Context of Russian Culture Elena
Polyudova, 2016-02-29 This volume presents a unique study of war songs created during and after
World War II, known in Russia as the “Great Patriotic War”. The most popular war songs, such as
“Katyusha”, “The Sacred War”, “Dark Night”, “My Moscow”, “In the Dugout”, “Victory Day”, provide
illuminating insights into the musical culture of the former Soviet Union and modern Russia. In the
year of the 70th anniversary of victory in the war, the book studies the cultural heritage of famous
war songs from a new perspective, exploring the historical background of their creation and
analysing their lyrics as part of Russian cultural heritage. The book also discusses the modifications
required when translating the songs from Russian to English. It concludes with a description an
educational project studying war songs at Moscow schools run under the auspices of UNESCO.

songs in russian language: Independent Music in Russia Marco Biasioli, 2025-06-27 This book
explores Russian independent music - nezavisimaia muzyka - in a time of profound transformations
in Russian society, looking especially at the mutual influence between music and the socio-political
context in which it was created. Contrary to what is commonly believed, the book argues that
nezavisimaia muzyka, as a widespread form of non-state-sponsored culture, was not necessarily
oppositional to the Russian state; instead, it was rooted in identity quests that could overlap with
some aspects of the official narrative as they could mock, disrupt and refashion others. The book
demonstrates that Russian independent music is considerably more than the creation, appreciation
and dissemination of sounds. For the practitioners, to get involved in the scene is to participate in
the construction of cultural legitimacy, imagined communities and national identity, involving values
that can be cosmopolitan, “Western”, conservative, supposedly “Russian” and often a mixture of all
these. In addition, the book examines Russian independent music’s interaction with Western and
global trends and assesses its successes and failures in conquering a niche in foreign markets. This
book will be of interest to scholars of Russian culture, media and politics, as well as to scholars of
popular music, sociology, national identity and Russia-West relations.

songs in russian language: An English Echo of Russian Song Ivan Renatovich, 2012 60
(SIXTY) SINGING TRANSLATIONS OF RUSSIAN SONGS IN ENGLISH Just as subtitles (in English)
help audiences to understand foreign motion pictures, so do these singing translations help English
speaking listeners understand Russian songs that are in this publication. CONTENTS OF THE BOOK
Preface Introduction Dedications and Thanks 01 Do Not Scold Me So My Dearest 02 Midst Ball's
Noisy Clamour 03 Will I Forget? 04 Oh, Keep Mum 05 To Love You And Embrace 06 Don't You Ask



Me 07 Lips Pout 08 Two Farewells 09 Serenade 10 If I Meet You Somewhere 11 Reminder 12 For
You Alone 13 Portrait 14 Forgive! Don't Dwell On Days Of Downfall 15 What For Is Love? (Why Love,
Why Suffer?) 16 Morning 17 Rendezvous: When Stars Pour Out Sparkling 18 All Alone I Set Out on
the Highway 19 No City Sounds Are Heard 20 In Silent, Secret, Night's Calm 21 No, Only One Who
Knew 22 As Then, Again I'm Alone 23 Songs And Dances of Death 1 Lullaby 24 Songs And Dances of
Death 2 Serenade 25 Songs And Dances of Death 3 Trepak (Russian Folk Dance) 26 Songs And
Dances of Death 4 Fieldmarshal 27 The (Young) Pedlar's Song Or Korobushka 28 Elegy: When You,
My Heart 29 No, It's Not You I Fervently Adore 30 Night Is Bright 31 O, If I Could Only In Words,
Dear 32 Coachman's Song 33 Misty Morning 34 But Nonetheless I Love You Still 35 Troika's
Dashing, Troika's Flying 36 In That Fateful Hour 37 I Loved You So 38 Burn Bright, Burn Bright My
Star, My Star 39 Why, Oh Why? 40 Twelve Robbers 41 Here Now A Dashing Troika Flies By 42 Song
Of The Viking Guest 43 Song Of The Indian Guest 44 Songs Of The Venetian Guest 45 Volkhova's
Lullaby 46 Nursery 5 At Bedtime 47 Sunless 1 Within Four Walls 48 Sunless 2 You Didn't Recognise
Me 49 Drive, Cabbie 50 Chrysanthemums 51 Just Go Just Go Away! 52 Dear Little Street 53 You Had
Watered Your Steed 54 Not Regretting, Calling Back, Or Crying 55 Omens (I Went To You ) 56 Don't
Go Away 57 Stern Old Spouse (Gypsie Girl's Song) 58 Night Is Still 59 It's So Good Here 60 I'll
Forget All, I'll Foresake All (for female voice) 60 I'll Forget All, I'll Foresake All (for male voice)
Discography The aim of this work is to help English speakers discover the richness, beauty and
pathos of Russian song through the singing of this English Echo of Russian Songs. This songbook
may also be used in an educational and musical context, as it allows discovery, or rediscovery in
some cases, of the Russian language. It is intended that these translations be sung (karaoke style)
while playing and listening to the recording of the Russian song and at the same time singing the
translated English words from this songbook. Listening to Russian words while singing the English
words is the educational interaction referred to in the paragraph above. For teachers and students
of both Russian and English languages, singing a Russian song in Russian and straight after in
English would help to compare and contrast that song during discussion. A public performance of
the same song sung in both Russian and English would help to preserve its original Russian
sentiment and also interpret the song. These singing translations are just as essential to audiences,
as the English subtitles in Russian motion pictures are to cinema goers. Ivan Renatovich

songs in russian language: Russian Folk-songs Evgeni[Jia[] Eduardovna Papri[t[Js Lineva,
1893

songs in russian language: Russian Writers on Translation Brian James Baer, Natalia
Olshanskaya, 2014-07-16 Since the early eighteenth century, following Peter the Great’s policy of
forced westernization, translation in Russia has been a very visible and much-discussed practice.
Generally perceived as an important service to the state and the nation, translation was also viewed
as a high art, leading many Russian poets and writers to engage in literary translation in a serious
and sustained manner. As a result, translations were generally regarded as an integral part of an
author’s oeuvre and of Russian literature as a whole. This volume brings together Russian writings
on translation from the mid-18th century until today and presents them in chronological order,
providing valuable insights into the theory and practice of translation in Russia. Authored by some of
Russia’s leading writers, such as Aleksandr Pushkin, Fedor Dostoevskii, Lev Tolstoi, Maksim Gorkii,
and Anna Akhmatova, many of these texts are translated into English for the first time. They are
accompanied by extensive annotation and biographical sketches of the authors, and reveal Russian
translation discourse to be a sophisticated and often politicized exploration of Russian national
identity, as well as the nature of the modern subject. Russian Writers on Translation fills a persistent
gap in the literature on alternative translation traditions, highlighting the vibrant and intense
culture of translation on Europe’s ‘periphery’. Viewed in a broad cultural context, the selected texts
reflect a nuanced understanding of the Russian response to world literature and highlight the
attempts of Russian writers to promote Russia as an all-inclusive cultural model.

songs in russian language: Russian Folk-songs as Sung by the People, and Peasant Wedding
Ceremonies Customary in Northern and Central Russia Evgenii[]a[] Lineva, 1893



songs in russian language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 1994

songs in russian language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress.
Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2009

songs in russian language: Toward Afrodiasporic and Afrofuturist Philosophies of Religion Jon
Ivan Gill, 2022-04-14 Based on the categories of mainstream philosophy of religion, we must ask the
question if said categories are adequate to describe the conceptual frameworks of traditions not
philosophically dependent on Western theistic understandings, such as religious traditions and
philosophies of life emerging from the continent of Africa and appearing in the United States, the
Caribbean, North, Central, and South America, and Europe. This book host students from Pomona
College and Pitzer College (Claremont Colleges, Claremont, California) who have analyzed the field
of philosophy of religion as it stands to determine which of its insights can be applied to
Afro-diasporic and Afrofuturist notions of “religion” and which ones cannot. Their reflections in
these chapters will ask: how do we define Afro-diasporic religion, what would a robust philosophy of
religion of Afro-diasporic and Afrofuturist religions draw from, what categories would/should it
contain, how would we construct such a non-Western methodology of philosophy of religion, and
what sources would we use to construct such a philosophy of religion? In an attempt to aesthetically
experience what Afro-diasporic and Afrofuturist philosophies of religion are/could be, the text will
rely heavily on fiction novels, poetry, music, movies, and texts written by Afro-diasporic people from
various social locations and perspectives on some African notions of religion, among other centers of
reflection.

songs in russian language: Russian Folk-Songs as Sung by the People and Peasant Wedding

Ceremonies Customary in Northern and Central Russia Jevgenija Eduardovna Lineva, 1893
songs in russian language: Subject Headings Used in the Dictionary Catalogues of the

Library of Congress Library of Congress, Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, 1948

songs in russian language: The Oxford Handbook of Community Singing Esther M.
Morgan-Ellis, Kay Norton, 2024 The Oxford Handbook of Community Singing shows in abundant
detail that singing with others is thriving. Using an array of interdisciplinary methods, chapter
authors prioritize participation rather than performance and provide finely grained accounts of
group singing in community, music therapy, religious, and music education settings. Themes
associated with protest, incarceration, nation, hymnody, group bonding, identity, and inclusivity
infuse the 47 chapters. Written almost wholly during the 2020-21 COVID-19 pandemic, the
Handbook features a section dedicated to collective singing facilitated by audiovisual or
communications media (mediated singing), some of it quarantine-mandated. The last of eight
substantial sections is a repository of new theories about how group singing practices work.
Throughout, the authors problematize the limitations inherited from the western European choral
music tradition and report on workable new remedies to counter those constraints--

songs in russian language: The Russian Language and Literature Edward A. Cazalet, 1892

songs in russian language: East European Accessions List Library of Congress. Processing
Department, 1954

songs in russian language: Jihadism in the Russian-Speaking World Danis Garaev,
2022-08-29 This book contends that the discourses of jihadism in Russia's North Caucasus, and their
offshoots in other parts of the Russian Federation, are not just reflections of jihadi ideologies that
came from abroad, rather that post-Soviet jihadism is a phenomenon best understood when placed in
the broader cultural environment in which it emerged, an environment which comprises the North
Caucasus, the whole of Russia, and beyond. It examines how post-Soviet jihadism is also part of
global processes, in this case, global jihadism, explores how post-Soviet jihadism bears the imprint
of the preceding Soviet context especially in terms of symbols, discursive tools, interpretational
frameworks, and dissemination strategies, and discusses how, ironically, Russian-speaking jihadism
is an expansionist idea for uniting all Russian regions on a supra-ethnic principle, but an idea that
was not born in Moscow or St. Petersburg. Overall, the book demonstrates that Russian-speaking
jihadism is a completely new ideology, which nevertheless has its origins in the intellectual and




cultural heritage of the Soviet era and in the broader trends of post-Soviet society and culture.

songs in russian language: Representing Russia's Orient Adalyat Issiyeva, 2021 Building
on long-forgotten archives and detailed case studies, Representing Russia's Orient reveals how
complex representations of oriental subjects in nineteenth-century Russian art music, which often
merged elements of East and West, contributed to the formation of Russia's national identity.

songs in russian language: Russia and Soul Dale Pesmen, 2018-08-06 This ethnography of
everyday life in contemporary Russia is also an examination of discourses and practices of soul or
dusha. Russian soul has historically appeared as a myth, a consoling fiction, and a trope of national
and individual self-definition that drew romantic foreigners to Russia. Dale Pesmen shows that in the
1990s this soul was scorned, worshipped, and used to create, manipulate, and exploit cultural
capital. Pesmen focuses on soul in part as what people chose to do and how they did it, especially
practices considered definitive of Russians, such as hospitality, the use of alcoholic beverages, steam
baths, Russian language, music, and suffering. Attempting to avoid narrow definitions of soul as a
thing, Pesmen developed a new way of structuring ethnographic interviews.During her stay in a
formerly closed military industrial city and surrounding villages, Pesmen spent time on public
transportation and in kitchens, steam baths, vegetable gardens, shops, and workplaces. She uses
stories from her fieldwork along with examples from the media and literature to introduce a
phenomenology of russkaia dusha and of related American and other non-Russian metaphysical
notions, exploring diverse elements in their makeup, examining and questioning the world created
when people believe in the existence of such deep, vast, enigmatic, internal centers. Among
theoretical issues she addresses are those of power, community, self, exchange, coherence, and
morality. Pesmen's attention to dusha gives her a multifaceted perspective on Russian culture and
society and informs her rich portrayal of life in a Russian city at a historically critical moment.

songs in russian language: Hidden rituals and public performances Anna-Leena Siikala,
Oleg Ulyashev, 2011-08-22 Why are Khanty shamans still active? What are the folklore collectives of
Komi? Why are the rituals of Udmurts performed at cultural festivals? In their insightful
ethnographic study Anna-Leena Siikala and Oleg Ulyashev attempt to answer such questions by
analysing the recreation of religious traditions, myths, and songs in public and private
performances. Their work is based on long term fieldwork undertaken during the 1990s and 2000s
in three different places, the Northern Ob region in North West Siberia and in the Komi and Udmurt
Republics. It sheds light on how different traditions are favoured and transformed in multicultural
Russia today. Siikala and Ulyashev examine rituals, songs, and festivals that emphasize specificity
and create feelings of belonging between members of families, kin groups, villages, ethnic groups,
and nations, and interpret them from a perspective of area, state, and cultural policies. A closer look
at post-Soviet Khanty, Komi and Udmurts shows that opportunities to perform ethnic culture vary
significantly among Russian minorities with different histories and administrative organisation.
Within this variation the dialogue between local and administrative needs is decisive.
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