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Millions Now Living Will Never Die: Exploring the Hope Behind an Enduring Promise

millions now living will never die — this phrase has echoed through decades, capturing the
imagination and hope of countless individuals around the world. Originating from religious
teachings, particularly within certain Christian circles, these words offer a powerful message of
eternal life and the promise of a future where death is no longer a reality for many. But beyond the
spiritual implications, this phrase invites us to delve deeper into what it means to live without the
shadow of death, how such hope influences faith, culture, and even personal outlooks on life.

In this article, we’ll explore the origins, interpretations, and cultural impact of the phrase “millions
now living will never die,” while weaving in related themes such as eternal life, resurrection,
everlasting hope, and the human desire for immortality. Whether you’re familiar with the concept or
encountering it for the first time, this article aims to provide a thoughtful and engaging perspective.

The Origin and Meaning of “Millions Now Living Will
Never Die”

The phrase “millions now living will never die” is most famously associated with the Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Society, the publishing arm of Jehovah’s Witnesses. It first appeared in a 1920
booklet written by Joseph Franklin Rutherford, the second president of the organization. Rutherford
used this declaration to express a literal interpretation of biblical prophecy, suggesting that many
people alive at that time would survive into a future era where death is eradicated.

Context Within Biblical Prophecy

This declaration is rooted in Jehovah’s Witnesses’ interpretation of scriptures such as Revelation and
Psalms, which speak of a paradise earth where suffering and death no longer exist. The hope
presented is not just spiritual survival but physical resurrection and everlasting life on Earth. For
believers, “millions now living will never die” isn’t a metaphor but a literal truth they anticipate.

The phrase captures the essence of a transformative future driven by divine intervention — a new
world order where life is restored, not just as a continuation but as an unending existence free from
pain and loss.

How the Message of Eternal Life Inspires Millions

Beyond its doctrinal roots, the idea that “millions now living will never die” resonates deeply with
the universal human longing for immortality. Across cultures and religions, the concept of life
beyond death offers comfort and motivation. This message encourages individuals to view life
through the lens of hope and purpose.



Psychological and Emotional Impact

For many, the promise of eternal life serves as a strong emotional anchor, helping to alleviate fears
surrounding mortality. Knowing or believing that death is not the end can transform how people
approach challenges, grief, and the uncertainty of life. This hope often leads to increased resilience
and a positive outlook.

Influence on Lifestyle and Values

Belief in everlasting life can also shape ethical behavior and priorities. If life extends beyond the
grave, decisions and actions take on eternal significance. This perspective encourages compassion,
honesty, and dedication to spiritual growth. For communities embracing this hope, it fosters a strong
sense of unity and purpose.

“Millions Now Living Will Never Die” in Modern
Culture and Thought

While the phrase is closely associated with Jehovah’s Witnesses, its underlying themes have
permeated broader cultural discussions about death, immortality, and the future of humanity.

Scientific Perspectives on Longevity and Immortality

Interestingly, the modern quest to extend human life through science and technology echoes the
ancient hope encapsulated in “millions now living will never die.” Advances in medicine, genetics,
and biotechnology aim to delay aging, cure diseases, and potentially achieve radical life extension.

This scientific pursuit, though distinct from spiritual promises, reflects a shared human aspiration:
conquering death and improving quality of life. The idea that future generations might live
significantly longer—or even indefinitely—sparks fascinating ethical and philosophical debates.

Popular Culture and Media

The concept of eternal life and immortality has been a rich source of inspiration in literature, film,
and art. Stories exploring immortality often grapple with its benefits and burdens, highlighting
humanity’s complex relationship with death.

From classic novels to blockbuster movies, the fascination with living forever continues to captivate
audiences. These narratives, while fictional, connect with the hope expressed in “millions now living
will never die” by exploring what it means to exist beyond natural lifespan.



Understanding the Broader Spiritual Significance

The phrase also invites reflection on the spiritual journey and the meaning of life itself. It challenges
individuals to consider deeper questions such as: What does it mean to truly live? How does faith
shape our understanding of death and beyond?

The Role of Faith Communities

Faith groups that promote the idea of everlasting life often provide strong support networks for their
members. Belief in a future without death fosters communal bonds, shared rituals, and collective
hope.

These communities encourage members to live with purpose, guided by principles that align with
their vision of eternal life. The phrase “millions now living will never die” thus serves not only as a
promise but as a call to live meaningfully in the present.

Personal Reflections and Spiritual Growth

For many individuals, embracing the hope behind these words prompts introspection and spiritual
development. It encourages living with integrity, kindness, and mindfulness. The anticipation of a
deathless future motivates people to cultivate qualities that promote peace and fulfillment here and
now.

Practical Insights for Embracing the Hope of
Everlasting Life

Whether one interprets “millions now living will never die” through a religious, philosophical, or
metaphorical lens, its message offers valuable guidance for daily living.

e Find Meaning in the Present: Recognize that hope for the future can inspire a fuller, more
engaged life today.

e Nurture Relationships: Embrace the connections that bring joy and support, reflecting
eternal values in human bonds.

e Focus on Growth: Use the idea of everlasting life to motivate personal and spiritual
development.

e Practice Compassion: Let the promise of a better world encourage kindness and
understanding toward others.

e Stay Curious: Explore diverse perspectives on life, death, and eternity to enrich your



worldview.

These practical steps help transform an abstract hope into tangible actions that enhance wellbeing
and community.

Reflecting on the Enduring Power of “Millions Now
Living Will Never Die”

The phrase “millions now living will never die” continues to inspire, challenge, and comfort people
around the globe. It encapsulates a profound hope that transcends time, culture, and
circumstance—a hope that death is not the final chapter but a doorway to everlasting life.

Whether approached as a religious conviction, a philosophical idea, or a cultural motif, this message
invites us to rethink our relationship with mortality. It encourages us to live with purpose, embrace
hope, and imagine a future where the pains of death are replaced by the joys of eternal peace.

In a world often marked by uncertainty and change, the enduring promise behind “millions now
living will never die” remains a beacon of light, guiding hearts and minds toward a vision of life
without end.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'millions now living will never die’
mean?

The phrase 'millions now living will never die' refers to the belief held by Jehovah's Witnesses that
those who are alive at the time of Christ's promised earthly kingdom will not experience death but
will live forever on a paradise earth.

Where does the phrase 'millions now living will never die’
come from?

The phrase originates from a 1969 publication by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, a
Jehovah's Witnesses organization, predicting that millions of people alive at that time would never
die due to the imminent establishment of God's kingdom on earth.

Is the prediction 'millions now living will never die' considered
accurate today?

No, the prediction has not come to pass as stated. While millions of Jehovah's Witnesses continue to
uphold their faith in God's kingdom, the specific claim that millions alive in 1969 would never die
has not been fulfilled literally.



How do Jehovah's Witnesses interpret 'millions now living will
never die' today?

Today, Jehovah's Witnesses interpret the phrase symbolically, emphasizing hope in everlasting life
through resurrection and God's kingdom rather than a literal avoidance of physical death for those
currently living.

What was the impact of the 'millions now living will never die'
teaching on Jehovah's Witnesses?

The teaching inspired hope and urgency among Jehovah's Witnesses in the late 1960s, encouraging
evangelism and faithfulness. However, when the prediction did not materialize literally, it led to
some doctrinal adjustments and reflections within the community.

Are there similar beliefs about immortality in other religions?

Yes, many religions have concepts of immortality or eternal life, such as heaven in Christianity,
nirvana in Buddhism, and the afterlife in Islam, but the specific claim that living individuals will
never die is unique to certain interpretations within Jehovah's Witnesses.

How should one view the phrase 'millions now living will never
die' from a historical perspective?

Historically, the phrase reflects the eschatological expectations of Jehovah's Witnesses during the
mid-20th century, illustrating how religious movements interpret current events in light of their
beliefs about the end times.

Where can I learn more about the phrase 'millions now living
will never die'?

You can learn more by visiting official Jehovah's Witnesses websites such as jw.org, reading Watch
Tower publications, or consulting scholarly works on religious movements and eschatology.

Additional Resources

Millions Now Living Will Never Die: An Investigative Review of Its Origins, Impact, and
Interpretations

millions now living will never die is a phrase that has intrigued, inspired, and sometimes
perplexed readers for nearly a century. Originating from a religious publication, this statement
resonates deeply within specific faith communities, especially among Jehovah’s Witnesses. However,
the phrase’s reach extends beyond its initial context, prompting discussions across theological,
sociological, and cultural domains. This article undertakes a comprehensive and analytical review of
the phrase “millions now living will never die,” exploring its historical background, significance,
interpretations, and the controversies it has sparked over time.



Historical Context and Origin

The phrase "millions now living will never die" was first popularized in 1920 through a book
published by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, the publishing arm of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
The book, titled *Millions Now Living Will Never Die*, was authored by Joseph Franklin Rutherford,
the second president of the organization. Rutherford used this phrase as a central theme to convey a
strong eschatological message: that those alive at the time of the book’s writing would witness the
establishment of God’s Kingdom on earth and, ultimately, never experience death in the
conventional sense.

This optimistic proclamation was rooted in a specific interpretation of biblical prophecy, particularly
the apocalyptic imagery found in the books of Daniel and Revelation. Rutherford and his followers
believed that the “last days” were imminent and that a divine intervention would soon abolish death
and suffering for the faithful. The phrase was designed to instill hope and urgency among adherents
during a period marked by social upheaval and the aftermath of World War I.

The Impact of the Phrase on Jehovah’s Witnesses

For Jehovah’s Witnesses, "millions now living will never die" became more than a catchy slogan; it
encapsulated a core tenet of their faith. The phrase underscored their belief in a literal resurrection
and the promise of eternal life on a paradise earth. It also served as a powerful evangelistic tool,
motivating members to actively spread their message and recruit new followers.

The Watch Tower Society incorporated this phrase into sermons, literature, and public talks,
reinforcing the expectation that Armageddon—the final battle between good and evil—was
imminent. This created a sense of immediacy that influenced the community’s worldview, behavior,
and priorities, including their approach to secular education, politics, and medical interventions.

Interpretations and Theological Implications

While the phrase “millions now living will never die” is often interpreted literally within the
Jehovah’s Witness community, it has elicited diverse responses from theologians, religious scholars,
and critics.

Literal vs. Symbolic Interpretations

Jehovah’s Witnesses maintain a literal understanding of the phrase, expecting that a large number of
people alive during Rutherford’s era would survive the impending apocalyptic events and live
forever in a restored earthly paradise. This view aligns with their broader eschatology, which
emphasizes a tangible, physical resurrection and the eradication of death.

Conversely, many mainstream Christian denominations view such proclamations as symbolic or
allegorical, emphasizing spiritual immortality rather than literal physical survival. These groups
often interpret biblical references to eternal life as metaphors for a soul’s ongoing existence in



heaven, rather than a guarantee of physical invulnerability on earth.

Challenges and Criticisms

The literal interpretation of “millions now living will never die” has led to notable challenges for
Jehovah's Witnesses, particularly as the predicted events did not transpire within the expected
timeframe. Critics argue that the phrase exemplifies the dangers of date-setting and failed prophecy,
which have historically undermined the credibility of apocalyptic movements.

Several scholars and former adherents have highlighted the psychological and social impacts of such
unmet expectations, including disillusionment, doubt, and, in some cases, departure from the faith.
These criticisms underscore the broader debate about the role of prophetic statements in religious
communities and their effects on individual and collective belief systems.

Cultural and Sociological Dimensions

Beyond its theological significance, the phrase “millions now living will never die” offers rich
insights into the cultural and sociological dynamics of early 20th-century religious movements.

Social Context of the 1920s

The post-World War I era was marked by widespread uncertainty, economic instability, and a search
for meaning amid rapid modernization. Apocalyptic messages like Rutherford’s resonated deeply in
this milieu, offering hope and a framework for understanding global turmoil.

The phrase functioned as both a comforting promise and a call to action, galvanizing adherents to
commit fully to their faith and its practices. In this sense, it helped solidify group identity and
cohesion, reinforcing boundaries between believers and the secular world.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Today, the phrase “millions now living will never die” remains emblematic of Jehovah’s Witnesses’
eschatological outlook, though its prominence has diminished compared to the early 20th century.
Contemporary members continue to believe in the eventual realization of God’s Kingdom and the
defeat of death, but the organization has adjusted its messaging to reflect evolving interpretations
and historical developments.

The phrase also serves as a case study in how religious language can shape and reflect community
values, hopes, and anxieties. It highlights the enduring human preoccupation with mortality and the
desire for transcendence, themes that cut across cultural and religious boundaries.



Examining the Phrase Through a Critical Lens

To fully understand the phrase “millions now living will never die,” it is crucial to analyze both the
strengths and limitations of its use within religious discourse.

Pros of the Phrase’s Usage

e Motivational Impact: The phrase has historically inspired believers to maintain faith and
engage in active ministry.

¢ Community Building: It fosters a shared vision and collective identity among adherents.

e Hope and Comfort: It offers reassurance about life after death and the promise of an ideal
future.

Cons and Controversies

e Failed Predictions: The literal interpretation led to unmet expectations and credibility issues.

e Psychological Stress: Some members experienced anxiety and doubt when promised
outcomes did not materialize.

e Perception of Exclusivity: The phrase can be seen as exclusionary, implying that only certain
individuals will achieve eternal life.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Significance of “Millions Now
Living Will Never Die”

The phrase “millions now living will never die” encapsulates a fascinating intersection of faith,
prophecy, and human aspiration. While rooted in a specific religious tradition, its broader
implications touch on universal themes of hope, mortality, and the search for meaning. Over time, it
has sparked reflection and debate, challenging believers and observers alike to consider how
promises of eternal life shape individual lives and collective identities.

In exploring the origins, impact, and interpretations of this phrase, one gains insight not only into
Jehovah'’s Witnesses’ beliefs but also into the enduring power of religious language to inspire, unite,
and sometimes divide. As society continues to grapple with questions of life, death, and the
hereafter, the legacy of “millions now living will never die” remains a compelling chapter in the



ongoing human story.
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millions now living will never die: Millions Now Living Will Never Die! J. F. Rutherford, 2005
A public talk titled The World Has Ended; Millions Now Living May Never Die was first delivered on
February 24, 1918 in Los Angeles, California. Five weeks later, on March 31, 1918 the title was
changed to indicate absolute certainty: The World Has Ended; Millions Now Living Will Never Die.
The public talk continued to be delivered under that same title until 1925. The material was
published as this book in 1920. This book may be of interest to students of human psychology and
students of religious movements, particularly millennialist apocalyptic, prophetic religious
movements. It is now republished in a larger, easy-to-read format for purposes of research,
scholarship, teaching, news reporting, commentary or criticism. With the exception of the rear
cover, every page is a photographically enlarged duplicate of the original publication. Once hard to
find, this reprinting makes this historic book available at a reasonable price.

millions now living will never die: Millions Now Living Will Never Die! Joseph Franklin
Rutherford, 1920

millions now living will never die: The Harp of God: Proof Conclusive That Millions Now
Living Will Never Die ]. F. Rutherford, 2022-05-28 In The Harp of God: Proof Conclusive That
Millions Now Living Will Never Die, ]. F. Rutherford presents a profound exploration of biblical
prophecies and the promise of resurrection. This theological treatise is characterized by its
persuasive rhetoric and meticulous scriptural analysis, drawing heavily on both the Old and New
Testaments to construct a compelling case for the imminent transformation of human existence.
Rutherford weaves together historical context and exegetical insights, positioning his arguments
within the broader discourse of early 20th-century religious thought, notably Jehovah's Witnesses'
teachings, while also challenging contemporary Christian doctrines on the afterlife. J. F. Rutherford,
as a prominent leader and theologian of the Jehovah's Witnesses movement, was profoundly
influenced by early 20th-century eschatological expectations and the societal upheaval of his time,
notably World War 1. This charged atmosphere certainly shaped his views on death, life, and hope
for the future. His extensive involvement with the Watch Tower Society and his commitment to
disseminating unorthodox interpretations of scripture reflect a deep-seated desire to provide
comfort and clarity to believers seeking answers in an uncertain world. This book is a must-read for
those interested in eschatology, biblical interpretation, and the history of modern religious
movements. Whether you are a scholar, a student of theology, or simply curious about the distinctive
beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses, Rutherford's insight and conviction will challenge your understanding
and inspire deep reflection.

millions now living will never die: Millions Now Living Will Never Die! | F Rutherford,
2020-09-07 J.F. Rutherford was a leading Jehovah's Witness; from 1918 to 1920, he stated that the
world had ended, and predicted that in 1925 a great resurrection would ensue. Beginning as a
shorter pamphlet, Rutherford's predictive work gradually grew into this full-length version of
Millions Now Living Will Never Die! The stark nature of Rutherford's foretellings about the
near-future attracted attention, as did his use of Bible scriptures in support of claims; such as the
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idea that ancient prophets such as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would return to life in 1925 since the
world had already ended. Between 1918 and 1925 notions that the world would become a paradise,
that Christendom would end, and that the dead would resurrect on earth was taught and promoted
by Jehovah's Witnesses. In the modern day, this book is commonly cited by detractors of the Watch
Tower Society as an example of false doctrine and false prophecy. The fact that none of the
much-publicized predictions happened in 1925 resulted in ridicule at the time. However, ]J. F.
Rutherford maintained his position as leader, continued to publish religious books, and remained at
the head of the Jehovah's Witnesses until his death in 1942.
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2020 Millions Now Living May Never Die, starts with the the beginning of creation and what has
happened since that time. It talks about what will happen just before Jesus makes His second return.
We are living in the time of the fulfillment of Bible prophecy. The chaos that has engulfed the earth
points to the end of the world as it exist today. It talks about what will happen when Jesus makes His
second return to the earth as King of kings, and about the 1000 years reign of Christ and His Saints.
And that's why I say, Millions Now Living Now May Never Die.

millions now living will never die: SPIN , 1999-09 From the concert stage to the dressing
room, from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape
and the culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning
critical ear. With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of
SPIN pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or
what's next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
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millions now living will never die: A People for His Name Tony Wills, 2007-02-20 A history of
The Watchtower Bible & Tract Society (Jehovah's Witnesses) from their origins in the 1870s up to
the mid-1960s. Long out-of-print, now in a second edition. This title was originally published using
the pen name Timothy White.

millions now living will never die: The Re-Enchantment of the West, Vol 2 Christopher
Partridge, 2006-06-20 Challenging some assessments of religion in the West, this study argues that,
although much organized religion, particularly Christianity, is in numerical decline, in actual fact we
are witnessing an alternative spiritual re-enchantment of society and culture.
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millions now living will never die: Jehovah's Witnesses - The Bible Report Able.B.Man.,
2008-05-04 Provides convincing evidence that the end time prophecies found in the Holy Bible are
indeed being fulfilled through the Jehovah's Witnesses and the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.
It proves this really is the kingdom that Jesus Christ and his Apostles spoke about in the New
Testament. In the first century the city of Jerusalem was corrupted and its temple profaned. This
book builds an overwhelming number of evidences proving the same thing has now happened in our
modern history. After reading this book the man of lawlessness will be revealed and the disgusting
thing will be seen entering the holy place. The new kingdom has been corrupted and the sanctuary
of THE God profaned. God's actual name, Jehovah, has been defamed in a truly reprehensible
manner. This book should help concerned family members help their own families and loved ones to
now obey Jesus Christ's admonishment: flee to the mountains, and let those in the midst of her
withdraw. Luke 21:21.

millions now living will never die: Millions Now Living Will Never Die Alan Rogerson,
1969

millions now living will never die: Millions Now Living Will Never Die! Joseph Franklin
Rutherford, 2013-09 This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 edition. Excerpt: ... Perfect food, therefore, seems a necessary



element to sustain human life everlastingly. When the kingdom of Messiah is inaugurated, the great
Messiah will make provision for right food conditions. Thus, when restoration begins, a man of
seventy years of age will gradually be restored to a condition of physical health and mental balance.
The Lord will teach him how to eat, what to eat, and other habits of life; and above all, the truth, and
how to think and how to fix his mind upon holy things. And by the gradual process of restoration he
will be lifted up by the great Mediator and restored to the days of his youth and live on the earth
forever and never see death. EBSUEEECTION Not only will those living on the earth when
restoration begins have the opportunity of life, but all the dead shall be awakened and brought back
in their regular order and likewise be given an opportunity for life. It was the great Master who
declared: Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice, and shall come forth, (John 5:28,29) St. Paul plainly says: There shall be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and unjust (Acts 24:15) In his clear, forceful and logical argument set out
in 1 Corinthians 15, St. Paul conclusively proves that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a guarantee
that every one of the dead shall be awakened and brought to a knowledge of the truth. Then he says:
He [God] hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him
from the dead (Acts 17: 31); thus showing that during the reign of the Messiah every one shall have
one fair and impartial...

millions now living will never die: Can the Living Talk with the Dead? Joseph Franklin
Rutherford, 1920

millions now living will never die: Religions of the United States in Practice, Volume 2
Colleen McDannell, 2018-06-05 Religions of the United States in Practice is a rich anthology of
primary sources with accompanying essays that examines religious behavior in America. From
praying in an early American synagogue to performing Mormon healing rituals to debating
cremation, Volume 2 explores faith through action in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The
documents and essays consider the religious practices of average people--praying, singing, healing,
teaching, imagining, and persuading. Some documents are formal liturgies while other texts
describe more spontaneous religious actions. Because religious practices also take place in the
imagination, dreams, visions, and fictional accounts are also included. Accompanying each primary
document is an essay that sets the religious practice in its historical and theological context--making
this volume ideal for classroom use and accessible to any reader. The introductory essays explain the
various meanings of religious practices as lived out in churches and synagogues, in parlors and
fields, beside rivers, on lecture platforms, and in the streets. Religions of the United States in
Practice offers a sampling of religious perspectives in order to approximate the living texture of
popular religious thought and practice in the United States. The history of religion in America is
more than the story of institutions and famous people. This anthology presents a more nuanced story
composed of the everyday actions and thoughts of lay men and women.

millions now living will never die: Bible Student Lardent Cards F. Lardent,

millions now living will never die: The Gospel Message , 1926

millions now living will never die: Apocalypse Delayed M. James Penton, 2015-02-26 Since
1876, Jehovah’s Witnesses have believed that they are living in the last days of the present world.
Charles T. Russell, their founder, advised his followers that members of Christ’s church would be
raptured in 1878, and by 1914 Christ would destroy the nations and establish his kingdom on earth.
The first prophecy was not fulfilled, but the outbreak of the First World War lent some credibility to
the second. Ever since that time, Jehovah’s Witnesses have been predicting that the world would end
“shortly.” Their numbers have grown to many millions in over two hundred countries. They
distribute a billion pieces of literature annually, and continue to anticipate the end of the world. For
almost thirty years, M. James Penton’s Apocalypse Delayed has been the definitive scholarly study of
this religious movement. As a former member of the sect, Penton offers a comprehensive overview of
the Jehovah's Witnesses. His book is divided into three parts, each presenting the Witnesses’ story in
a different context: historical, doctrinal, and sociological. Some of the issues he discusses are known




to the general public, such as the sect’s opposition to military service and blood transfusions. Others
involve internal controversies, including political control of the organization and the handling of
dissent within the ranks. Thoroughly revised, the third edition of Penton’s classic text includes
substantial new information on the sources of Russell’s theology and on the church’s early leaders,
as well as coverage of important developments within the sect since the second edition was
published fifteen years ago.

millions now living will never die: Awakening of a Jehovah's Witness Diane Wilson,
2010-05 This tale of mind control, the use of fear to manipulate vulnerable people, and final escape
from a suffocating cult environment is a revealing exposeof a secretive contemporary sect, as well as
a true psychological thriller. Diane Wilson spent twenty-five precious years of her life, first becoming
indoctrinated by the dogma of the Watchtower Society, and then struggling to free herself from its
pervasive, intimidating clutches. In this probing, brutally honest assessment, Wilson describes how a
childhood of psychological abuse and lack of self-confidence rendered her vulnerable to the
seductive doctrines of the Jehovah's Witnesses. What she reveals about the goings-on within the
closed Watchtower Society will shock the average person who assumes the polite, well-dressed
people who pass out leaflets are much like any other conservative religious group. Wilson contends
that membership in the Jehovah's Witnesses requires obedience bordering on psychological
enslavement and complete suppression of individuality. Her engrossing memoir will be of great
interest to former Witnesses, students of cult phenomena, and anyone who has ever had contact with
Jehovah's Witnesses.
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