the case for the real jesus

The Case for the Real Jesus: Exploring the Historical and Spiritual Reality

the case for the real jesus is a topic that has fascinated scholars, theologians, and seekers for
centuries. Who was Jesus of Nazareth beyond the layers of tradition, myth, and cultural interpretation?
Was he merely a legendary figure, a prophet, or something far more profound? In our modern age,
where historical scrutiny and spiritual inquiry often intersect, revisiting the life and identity of Jesus is
both timely and necessary. Understanding the real Jesus helps bridge faith and reason, history and

spirituality, offering a richer perspective on one of the most influential figures in human history.

Understanding the Historical Jesus

When discussing the case for the real Jesus, it's essential to start with the historical context. Jesus
lived in a complex world—a turbulent period under Roman occupation in first-century Palestine.
Historians rely on various sources, including the New Testament texts, non-Christian writings, and

archaeological findings, to piece together his life.

Historical Sources Beyond the Bible

While the Bible remains the primary source for Jesus’ life, other documents provide valuable insights.
Writings by Roman historians like Tacitus and Jewish historians such as Flavius Josephus mention
Jesus indirectly but offer external validation of his existence. These texts confirm that Jesus was a real

person who attracted followers and was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

Additionally, the Dead Sea Scrolls and discoveries of ancient manuscripts help scholars understand

the religious and social environment in which Jesus lived. These contextual clues enhance the case for



the real Jesus by grounding him firmly in history rather than mere legend.

Separating Myth from Fact

A challenge in studying Jesus arises from the layers of theological interpretation and mythologizing
that developed over centuries. Some skeptics argue that many of the stories about Jesus are
exaggerated or fabricated. However, by applying historical-critical methods, scholars can distinguish

probable facts from later embellishments.

For example, the consensus among historians is that Jesus was a Jewish preacher who performed
healings and taught about the Kingdom of God. These points are widely accepted because they come

from multiple independent sources and fit the historical context of Jewish messianic expectations.

The Spiritual Significance of the Real Jesus

While historical inquiry is crucial, the case for the real Jesus also involves understanding his spiritual
impact. Jesus’ teachings, parables, and actions revealed a radical message of love, forgiveness, and

redemption that continues to resonate today.

Jesus as a Moral Teacher

One of the compelling aspects of Jesus’ identity is his role as a moral teacher. Unlike many religious
figures, Jesus emphasized compassion and humility over strict legalism. The Sermon on the Mount, for
instance, presents revolutionary ethics—turning the other cheek, loving one’s enemies, and valuing

inner purity over outward appearances.

These teachings have influenced not only Christian thought but also broader ethical discussions across



cultures. Recognizing Jesus as a profound moral guide is a significant element in the case for the real

Jesus, highlighting his relevance beyond religious boundaries.

The Claims of Divinity and Their Implications

A distinctive aspect of Jesus is his claim to divinity and the concept of the Incarnation—the belief that
God became human in Jesus. This idea is central to Christian theology but often misunderstood or

rejected by skeptics.

Exploring the case for the real Jesus involves grappling with these claims thoughtfully. Whether one
views them as literal truths, symbolic expressions, or theological interpretations, they underscore the
extraordinary nature attributed to Jesus and challenge us to consider the possibility of a unique divine-

human figure in history.

Why the Case for the Real Jesus Matters Today

The quest to understand the real Jesus is not just an academic exercise; it has practical implications

for faith, culture, and personal growth.

Faith Informed by Historical Awareness

For believers, knowing the historical Jesus strengthens faith by connecting spiritual convictions to real
events and a real person. It moves faith beyond blind acceptance to informed trust, fostering a deeper

relationship with Jesus as both God and man.



Jesus in a Pluralistic World

In today’s diverse and often skeptical society, the case for the real Jesus provides a bridge for
dialogue between different worldviews. Recognizing Jesus as a historical figure who impacted millions

allows for respectful conversation about his teachings and legacy, regardless of religious affiliation.

Personal Transformation Through Encountering the Real Jesus

Ultimately, the real Jesus is not just an object of study but someone who invites personal encounter.
His message of hope, forgiveness, and love continues to transform lives across generations. Engaging
with the real Jesus encourages self-reflection, inspires ethical living, and offers a pathway to spiritual

renewal.

Exploring Jesus Through Modern Scholarship and Faith

Today, a growing number of scholars and theologians are devoted to exploring the case for the real
Jesus with fresh eyes. They use interdisciplinary approaches—combining archaeology, history, religious

studies, and literary criticism—to gain a fuller picture.

Books, documentaries, and lectures bring these discoveries to a wider audience, making the study of
Jesus accessible and engaging. This movement helps demystify Jesus, presenting him as a relatable,

tangible figure whose life story continues to unfold in the hearts and minds of people worldwide.

The case for the real Jesus is rich and multifaceted. It invites us to explore history, engage with
profound spiritual teachings, and consider a figure who has shaped civilizations and individual lives

alike. Whether one approaches Jesus as a historian, a believer, or a curious seeker, the journey



toward understanding the real Jesus offers insights that are as relevant today as they were two

thousand years ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument presented in 'The Case for the Real
Jesus'?

The main argument in 'The Case for the Real Jesus' is that the historical and biblical evidence
supports the existence of Jesus as a real person and affirms the key claims of Christianity about His

identity and mission.

Who is the author of 'The Case for the Real Jesus' and what is their
background?

The book is authored by Lee Strobel, a former investigative journalist and atheist who converted to

Christianity after researching the historical evidence for Jesus.

How does 'The Case for the Real Jesus' address common skeptical
viewpoints?

The book addresses skepticism by examining historical documents, archaeological findings, and expert

testimonies that challenge myths about Jesus and support the authenticity of the gospel accounts.

What sources does 'The Case for the Real Jesus' use to support its
claims?

It uses a combination of biblical texts, writings from early church fathers, non-Christian historical

records, and archaeological evidence to build its case.



Does 'The Case for the Real Jesus' discuss the resurrection of Jesus?

Yes, the resurrection is a central focus of the book, with detailed analysis of the historical reliability of

gospel accounts and arguments supporting the event's occurrence.

How is 'The Case for the Real Jesus' relevant to modern Christian
apologetics?

The book provides accessible and well-researched answers to common doubts about Jesus, making it

a useful resource for Christians seeking to defend their faith in contemporary discussions.

What impact has 'The Case for the Real Jesus' had on readers and the
Christian community?

It has encouraged many skeptics to reconsider their views on Jesus and strengthened the faith of

believers by providing a reasoned defense of Jesus' historical reality.

Is 'The Case for the Real Jesus' suitable for readers unfamiliar with
theological debates?

Yes, the book is written in a clear and engaging style that makes complex historical and theological

issues understandable for general readers.

Additional Resources

The Case for the Real Jesus: An Investigative Exploration into Historical and Theological Perspectives

the case for the real jesus remains a subject of intense debate, inquiry, and fascination among
scholars, theologians, historians, and believers alike. Beyond the layers of myth, doctrine, and tradition
lies a quest to uncover the authentic historical figure behind the religious iconography and theological

constructs that have shaped Western civilization and global spirituality for over two millennia. This



article endeavors to present a balanced, analytical review of the evidence, interpretations, and ongoing
discussions that surround the real Jesus, integrating insights from historical data, biblical scholarship,

and cultural analysis.

Contextualizing the Quest for the Real Jesus

The pursuit of the real Jesus involves disentangling the historical person from layers of religious
narrative, theological embellishment, and centuries of cultural reinterpretation. This pursuit gains
urgency as modern scholarship increasingly challenges traditional assumptions and encourages a
nuanced understanding grounded in historical methodology. The phrase "the case for the real Jesus"
encapsulates a multidisciplinary investigation that spans archaeology, textual criticism, comparative

religion, and even forensic analyses of ancient manuscripts.

From a historical standpoint, Jesus of Nazareth is generally accepted as a real figure who lived in the
early first century CE in the region of Judea. The primary sources about his life are the canonical
gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—composed decades after his death. However, these texts
were written with theological intentions, complicating efforts to extract purely historical facts. Secondary
sources, such as writings by the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus and the Roman historian Tacitus,
provide external attestations but remain limited and sometimes contested in their authenticity or

interpretation.

Historical Evidence and Its Challenges

One of the core challenges in making the case for the real Jesus is the scarcity of contemporaneous
historical records. Unlike emperors or political leaders, Jesus left no writings, and non-Christian
references to him are sparse and indirect. The Gospels, while rich in narrative detail, were shaped by
early Christian communities and their faith agendas. This raises questions about the historical

accuracy of miracles, resurrection accounts, and other supernatural claims.



Nevertheless, scholars have identified certain elements widely regarded as historically plausible, such
as Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist, his association with a group of disciples, his reputation as a
teacher or rabbi, and his crucifixion under Pontius Pilate. These points form a minimal historical
framework often referred to as the “historical Jesus.” The “criterion of embarrassment,” a method
used by biblical scholars, suggests that details unlikely to be invented by early Christians (such as the

crucifixion, a shameful death) point to historical authenticity.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Figures

When examining the case for the real Jesus, comparisons with other contemporary and near-
contemporary figures can be illuminating. Unlike mythical or legendary characters, Jesus is
documented in multiple independent sources, albeit limited in number. This sets him apart from purely

mythical figures who lack historical attestation.

Moreover, Jesus’ teachings and activities, as recorded, reflect the socio-political and religious
dynamics of first-century Judea. His challenges to established religious authorities, emphasis on
compassion and social justice, and apocalyptic expectations resonate with historical realities of
oppression under Roman rule and Jewish sectarianism. These alignments strengthen the argument

that Jesus was a real historical actor embedded in a specific cultural milieu.

Theological Interpretations and Their Impact on Historical

Understanding

The case for the real Jesus cannot be separated from the theological interpretations that have shaped
his identity across centuries. Christian doctrine, beginning with early councils and creeds, framed
Jesus as both fully divine and fully human, a theological mystery beyond purely historical analysis.

This dual nature complicates efforts to parse the historical man from the divine claims.



The Role of Christology

Christology, the study of Christ’s nature and person, reveals how early Christian communities
understood and reinterpreted Jesus’ life and message. The development of high
Christology—emphasizing Jesus’ divinity—occurred alongside the establishment of orthodoxy, often
marginalizing alternative views like those of the Ebionites or Gnostics. Such doctrinal evolution has

influenced which texts were preserved and how Jesus’ story was told.

This theological layering means that the case for the real Jesus must account for how faith-based
perspectives shape historical narratives. While faith affirms supernatural dimensions, historical inquiry
tends to focus on verifiable events and contexts. Recognizing this distinction allows for a more

nuanced dialogue between religious belief and historical scholarship.

Impact of Biblical Criticism and Archaeology

Modern biblical criticism, employing methods such as source criticism, form criticism, and redaction
criticism, has been instrumental in teasing apart the composite nature of gospel texts. These

techniques help identify earlier traditions and possible historical kernels amid theological expansion.

Archaeological discoveries further contribute by illuminating the cultural and social environment of
Jesus’ time. Excavations in ancient Judea reveal details about daily life, religious practices, and
political structures, providing context for gospel accounts. For instance, findings about Second Temple

Judaism and Roman governance help situate Jesus’ ministry within the complexities of his world.

Contemporary Implications of the Case for the Real Jesus

The ongoing investigation into who the real Jesus was holds significance beyond academic circles. It

influences interfaith dialogue, religious education, and cultural understanding. For believers, deepening



historical awareness can enrich faith by grounding spiritual teachings in tangible reality. For skeptics
and secular audiences, it offers a basis for appreciating the historical impact of Jesus as a figure who

shaped ethics, law, and culture.

Debates over Historical Authenticity and Popular Perceptions

Popular culture often presents varied—and sometimes contradictory—portrayals of Jesus, from the
divine Messiah to a revolutionary political leader or mythic archetype. The case for the real Jesus

challenges simplistic or sensationalist representations by advocating for evidence-based perspectives.

This debate also touches on the “Jesus myth theory,” which posits that Jesus never existed as a
historical person. While a minority position among scholars, such theories highlight the importance of
critically assessing sources and methodologies. Most historians agree that Jesus did exist but

emphasize the complexities involved in reconstructing his life.

Integrating Multidisciplinary Approaches

The case for the real Jesus benefits from a multidisciplinary approach that synthesizes historical data,
theological insights, literary analysis, and sociocultural studies. This integrative perspective helps
bridge gaps between faith traditions and academic research, fostering dialogue that respects diverse

viewpoints.

For example, cognitive psychology and anthropology provide tools to understand how religious beliefs
form and persist, shedding light on how the figure of Jesus continues to inspire millions. Similarly,
advances in manuscript studies and digital humanities enable more precise textual comparisons and

dating, refining our understanding of gospel origins.



Conclusion: Navigating Between History and Faith

Engaging with the case for the real Jesus invites a careful balance between skepticism and openness.
Historical inquiry does not aim to diminish spiritual significance but to clarify the human story
underlying profound religious claims. By critically examining sources, contextualizing events, and
acknowledging theological dimensions, scholars and readers alike can approach a fuller understanding

of Jesus’ enduring legacy.

Ultimately, the real Jesus emerges not solely as an abstract figure of faith or myth but as a complex
individual whose life and teachings continue to provoke reflection, study, and debate. This ongoing
exploration enriches both academic knowledge and personal contemplation, underscoring the timeless

relevance of one of history’s most influential figures.
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the truth about Jesus to advance its own agenda? What if the real Jesus is far different from the
atoning Savior worshiped through the centuries? In Defense of Jesus explores such hot-button
questions as: Did the church suppress ancient non-biblical documents that paint a more accurate
picture of Jesus than the four Gospels? Did the church distort the truth about Jesus by tampering
with early New Testament texts? Do new insights and explanations disprove the resurrection? Have
fresh arguments disqualified Jesus from being the Messiah? Did Christianity steal its core ideas from
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the case for the real jesus: The Case for the Real Jesus Student Edition Lee Strobel,
2009-08-01 There's proof a man named Jesus of Nazareth once walked the earth, but opinions on
who he was vary widely. Was he really the Son of God, or was he a nice guy who did some positive
things on earth, or was he possibly an unstable man? And how can you know for sure what is true
and what is false when it comes to what you’ve read or been told? Lee Strobel decided to investigate
the real, historical Jesus and gather irrefutable evidence on everything connected to him so you can
discover the biblical truth for yourself. A great prophet. A rebel. The Messiah. A crazy lunatic.
Someone who never existed at all. All of these phrases describe different people's views of Jesus, and
various ancient documents have been discovered and various books have been written by scholars
that seem to support each version. Not to mention all the arguments that say the Bible can't be
trusted as a reliable source of information on Jesus. So what are you supposed to believe—and why?
Lee Strobel wanted the provable, undeniable truth, so he decided to return to the investigation he
began in The Case for Christ and explore a variety of new angles to find out once and for all who the
real Jesus was. Inside are interviews with numerous biblical scholars and once-zealous doubters
about the most common arguments against Jesus, discussions of how reliable Scripture really is,
examinations of unearthed ancient texts that appear to counter the gospels, and the evidence that
shows who Jesus really was and continues to be in our world. Explore the case for yourself and
decide: Is the real Jesus the one the Bible has proclaimed all along? The Case for the Real Jesus
Student Edition: Presents the arguments for and against who Jesus is that teens and young adults
often ask and encounter so they can see the real facts Uses logic and solid information to examine
why Christians believe what they do Presents Christian philosophy and core theology in an
apologetic for teens Can also be used in the classroom, small groups, bible studies, or as a family
devotional Contains infographics and charts to make the concepts clear Check out these other books
from Lee Strobel for young adults: The Case for Christ Student Edition The Case for a Creator
Student Edition The Case for Faith Student Edition The Case for Miracles Student Edition The Case
for Grace Student Edition

the case for the real jesus: The Case for the Real Jesus Lee Strobel, 2009-05-18 Has
modern scholarship debunked the traditional Christ? Has the church suppressed the truth about
Jesus to advance its own agenda? What if the real Jesus is far different from the atoning Savior
worshipped through the centuries? In The Case for the Real Jesus, former award-winning legal
editor Lee Strobel explores such hot-button questions as: Did the church suppress ancient
non-biblical documents that paint a more accurate picture of Jesus than the four Gospels? Did the
church distort the truth about Jesus by tampering with early New Testament texts? Do new insights
and explanations finally disprove the resurrection? Have fresh arguments disqualified Jesus from
being the Messiah? Did Christianity steal its core ideas from earlier mythology? Evaluate the
arguments and evidence being advanced by prominent atheists, liberal theologians, Muslim scholars,
and others. Sift through expert testimony. Then reach your own verdict in The Case for the Real
Jesus.
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the case for the real jesus: The Case for Christ Graduate Edition Lee Strobel, 2017-02-28
Every graduate faces important decisions about their future, but the most important question they
must ask themselves is: What do I believe in? Bestselling author Lee Strobel explores this very
question in The Case for Christ Graduate Edition, using his award-winning journalistic skills to
investigate Jesus and prove once and for all whether the claims about him are true. There's




historical proof that Jesus existed, but was he really the savior he claimed to be? Lee Strobel decided
to dig into the evidence to see if the Bible's claims about Jesus were true. The Case for Christ
Graduate Edition adapts the New York Times bestselling The Case for Christ and presents Strobel's
well-researched and eye-opening investigation specially for young adults. Strobel's findings, as well
as his journey from skeptic to believer, will resonate with graduates from all walks of life. The Case
for Christ Graduate Edition features: Hard-hitting questions about Christianity that young adults
often ask and encounter in their own lives A thorough investigation into the historical reliability,
eyewitness testimonies, and scientific evidence of Jesus's birth, miracles, ministry, and resurrection
Presents Christian philosophy and core theology in an apologetic for young adults Infographics and
charts to make the facts clear Research and findings from The Case for Christ, which has sold over 5
million copies Check out these other books from Lee Strobel for young adults: The Case for Christ
Student Edition The Case for a Creator Student Edition The Case for the Real Jesus Student Edition
The Case for Faith Student Edition The Case for Miracles Student Edition The Case for Grace
Student Edition

the case for the real jesus: The Real Jesus John Vickers, 1891

the case for the real jesus: The Case for ... Student Collection Lee Strobel, 2015-11-17
Five of New York Times bestselling author Lee Strobel’s books for young adults and students
thirteen and up—The Case for Christ Student Edition, The Case for a Creator Student Edition, The
Case for Faith Student Edition, The Case for the Real Jesus Student Edition, and The Case for Grace
Student Edition—are collected together in this ebook bind-up volume, presenting all the evidence for
Christian faith in one place so readers can decide for themselves. Award-winning journalist and
investigator Lee Strobel’s journey to faith began with a need for evidence that Christianity was
worth believing, and his quest for answers led him to test and prove various held beliefs surrounding
Jesus, God, and the elements of faith themselves over the years. Together in one ebook volume, all of
his groundbreaking research and interviews with leading scholars have been collected together to
answer the questions you have always asked, laying out the facts and taking on the doubts many
young people like you encounter every day. The Case for ... Student Collection: Presents all the
compelling arguments for and against Christianity teens and young adults thirteen and up often ask
and encounter in our world, so they can see the real facts Can be used as a primer on Christianity or
as a resource to confirm why Christians can confidently believe what they do Contains infographics
and charts to make the concepts clear Can also be paired with The Case for Miracles Student
Edition

the case for the real jesus: The Case for Miracles Student Edition Lee Strobel, 2018-03-27
Do miracles really exist? Bestselling and award-winning author Lee Strobel decided to find out. In
The Case for Miracles Student Edition, he presents the interviews, real-life stories, and provable
facts behind historical and modern-day incidents many people claim are miraculous and others see
as false, then lays out the solid truth, giving young adults like you the evidence you need to make
your own decision on whether miracles and other supernatural events ever happened, and if they
still happen today. A woman on the news says she saved a boy from drowning after a glowing man
told her where to go. A man says his cancer miraculously disappeared, and doctors agree they can't
find any trace of the disease. A classmate says the answers to his final exam came to him in a dream
and claims it must have been a miracle. None of these things are normal events--but are they really
miracles, or just strange coincidences? And what about all the miracles in the Bible? Can modern
science explain them away? In The Case for Miracles Student Edition, Lee Strobel asks the hard
questions as he interviews scientists, skeptics, and first-hand witnesses, and also uses his
award-winning journalist background to examine the evidence behind modern-day and historical
miracles and supernatural claims to see if they are really from God or just wishful thinking. As he
presents the evidence, you can decide: Does God really perform miracles in our world? And if he
does, what does that mean for us? The Case for Miracles Student Edition: Answers the questions
teens and young adults thirteen and up ask about miracles and otherworldly events, looking at all
the possible angles and presenting proof of God’s presence Explores all types of miracles—and why



they sometimes don't happen when we think they should Can also be used in the classroom, in group
studies, or as part of a religious studies class Pairs well with The Case for Christ Student Edition,
The Case for a Creator Student Edition, and The Case for Faith Student Edition

the case for the real jesus: The Case for Grace Student Edition Lee Strobel, 2015-02-24
Grace. It’s talked about a lot from church pulpits and often serves as the climax of testimonies, but
what does it really mean? Is it really as simple as praying for forgiveness, or there more to really
receiving grace? And what about grace and forgiveness toward others—and toward yourself? In this
young adult adaptation of New York Times bestselling author Lee Strobel’s The Case for Grace, your
questions are explored and answered from all angles, using Lee’s personal story of struggling to find
grace for himself, as well as interviews with a wide array of people who were radically changed by
God’s grace alone. The wild party that is engraved on Instagram, which you pray future employers
never find. The comment your friend made about you that went way over the line. The guilt you still
carry for a mistake you made three years ago. Those things don’t magically go away or become
easily forgotten. So when you hear about Christian grace and forgiveness, and how it’s a prayer
away, that can be a little hard to accept sometimes. Even if that clean-slate grace would be a great
thing to have for yourself, or toward the people in your life. The good news is, you're not alone in
your struggle to “get” grace. Inside this book is an exploration of the hows and whys behind God’s
amazing grace, as well as revealing stories from people who experienced that gift in remarkable
ways—including people who believed they’d been forgotten, murders convinced they weren’t worth
forgiving, and Lee Strobel’s own account of searching for grace his entire life. Because grace is
available and can change your life, if you just accept it. The Case for Grace Student Edition: Presents
real-life stories and experiences from a diverse group of people who have experienced incredible
instances of grace firsthand Tackles questions teens and young adults thirteen and up often ask and
encounter, so they can better understand what grace really is and how it applies to their own lives
Unpacks the Bible’s teachings on grace and applies them to today’s world Can also be used in the
classroom, in group studies, or as part of a religious studies or comparison class Pairs well with The
Case for Christ Student Edition, The Case for a Creator Student Edition, The Case for Faith Student
Edition, and The Case for Miracles Student Edition

the case for the real jesus: The Case for a Creator Lee Strobel, 2004 In The Case for a
Creator---Student Edition, best-selling author and former atheist Lee Strobel and popular writer Jane
Vogel take younger readers on a remarkable investigation into the origin of the universe,
interviewing many of the world's most renown scientists and following the evidence wherever it
leads. Their findings---presented in the third blockbuster 'Case' book student edition---offer the most
compelling scientific proof ever for intelligent design. Perfect for youth groups and young people
eager to rebut the Darwinian and naturalistic views taught so commonly in schools.

the case for the real jesus: Jesus Skeptic John S. Dickerson, 2019-10-15 Can we know if Jesus
actually lived? Have Jesus's followers been a force for good or evil in history? A respected journalist
set out to find the answers--not from opinion but from artifacts. The evidence led him to an
unexpected conclusion: Jesus really existed and launched the greatest movement for social good in
human history. A first-of-its-kind book for a new generation, Jesus Skeptic takes nothing for granted
as it explores whether Jesus actually lived and how his story has changed our world. You'll - learn
what heroes like Martin Luther King Jr. and Harriet Tubman believed about Jesus - discover how
Jesus inspired women's rights, education rights, and modern hospitals - see visual proofs of Jesus's
impact, never before compiled in one place - be inspired to continue Jesus's fight for human rights,
justice, and progress Jesus Skeptic unveils convincing physical evidence that will enlighten seekers,
skeptics, and longtime Christians alike. In a generation that wants to make the world a better place,
we can discover what humanity's greatest champions had in common: a Christian faith.

the case for the real jesus: Which "Real" Jesus? Steve Bateman, 2008-09-15 Are the
gospels reliable accounts of Jesus? _Did Jesus claim to be God? Was Jesus bodily raised from the
dead? Is Jesus the only way to salvation? Are Christianity and Islam basically the same? Were
the Founding Fathers orthodox Christians? Christians in America are routinely confronted with news




of archaeological discoveries or new scholarship claiming to present the real Jesus. These challenges
have a long tradition in America and can be traced to some of the best-known founders of our nation.
In pre-Revolutionary America, the formidable Jonathan Edwards directly confronted the challenge,
providing an enduring model for Christians today who desire to articulate and defend the historic,
orthodox doctrine of Christ. While Edwards sought to prove the historic Jesus, Benjamin Franklin
attempted to improve on the original, offering a Jesus of more practical use to his social and civic
purposes. Franklin's approach, inspired by Deist thinkers and refined by Thomas Jefferson, has
found new life in the advocates of the Jesus Seminar and of other alternative Christianities. Even the
ambassadors of strident atheism-Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, and Sam Harris-are
resurrecting Deist arguments in their best-selling books. These skeptics notably follow the Deist
tactic of using the rise of Islam to undermine the uniqueness of Jesus. As a result, there is a
widespread erosion of confidence among professing Christians in the supremacy of Jesus Christ.
Which Real Jesus? reveals that these new views of the real Jesus are, in fact, old news.

the case for the real jesus: The Real Deal: Making the Case for the One True God Rev.
Peter Hendriks Okello, 2018-08-08 This book explains differences between the content of the Bible
and the Qur’an and between the God of the Bible and Allah of the Quran. The resulting identity of
Allah serves as a wake-up call for many Christians, especially for those who think that the God of the
Bible and Islam’s Allah are identical. Despite growing, militant Muslim behavior throughout the
world, especially against Christians and Jews, many Christian leaders in churches and politics seem
to be ignorant of the growing threat of Islam to their communities. Many examples of explicit
Muslim’s inhuman behavior substantiate the global Muslim threat to completely destroy Jewish and
Christian communities throughout the world. This book helps readers understand that there is a
significant and most strenuous spiritual battle going on in the heavenly spheres between demons
(fallen angels) and angels as ministers of God. This spiritual battle is reflected in the hearts and
minds of men and women today. This book suggests how Christians need to be united in a biblical
response to the growing threat of militant Islam to bring the entire world under the rule of Sharia
law and worship of Islam’s Allah.

the case for the real jesus: The Case for Christ Student Edition Lee Strobel, 2010-12-21 Is
Jesus really the Son of God, the Messiah? Lee Strobel wasn't so sure. So, he decided to use his
award-winning journalistic skills to investigate Jesus and prove once and for all if all the claims
about him are true. The Case for Christ Student Edition adapts Strobel's New York Times bestselling
book to present hard-hitting findings as well as Lee's journey from skepticism to belief in an
easy-to-follow manner so you can make a decision about Jesus for yourself. This student edition
provides an apologetic look at Christian theology for teens. There's historical proof that Jesus
existed, but was he really the savior he claimed to be? Lee Strobel decided to dig into the evidence
to see if the Bible's claims about Jesus were true. The Case for Christ Student Edition presents
Strobel's well-researched and eye-opening investigation specially for young adults. Strobel's
findings, as well as his journey from skeptic to believer, will resonate with teens from all walks of
life. The Case for Christ Student Edition: Presents the arguments for and against Christianity teens
and young adults often ask and encounter so they can see the real facts Uses logic and solid
information to examine why Christians believe what they do A thorough investigation into the
historical reliability, eyewitness testimonies, and scientific evidence of Jesus's birth, miracles,
ministry, and resurrection Presents Christian philosophy and core theology in an apologetic for
young adults Can also be used in the classroom, small groups, bible studies, or as a family devotional
Infographics and charts to make the facts clear There's historical proof a guy named Jesus walked on
the earth but was he really performing miracles? Did he actually rise from the dead? And was he
truly the prophesied savior he claimed to be? Lee Strobel found it all hard to believe, and his doubts
led him to ask the tough questions and dig into the real evidence to see if the Bible's claims and
Jesus's words were true. Check out these other books from Lee Strobel for young adults: The Case
for a Creator Student Edition The Case for the Real Jesus Student Edition The Case for Faith Student
Edition The Case for Miracles Student Edition The Case for Grace Student Edition The Case for
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the case for the real jesus: The Case for Easter Lee Strobel, 2009-12-15 Did Jesus of
Nazareth really rise from the dead? Of the many world religions, only one claims that its founder
returned from the grave. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the very cornerstone of Christianity. But
a dead man coming back to life? In our sophisticated age, when myth has given way to science, who
can take such a claim seriously? Some argue that Jesus never died on the cross. Conflicting accounts
make the empty tomb seem suspect. How credible is the evidence for--and against--the resurrection?
Focusing his award-winning skills as a legal journalist on history's most compelling enigma, Lee
Strobel retraces the startling findings that led him from atheism to belief. He examines: The Medical
Evidence: Was Jesus's death a sham and his resurrection a hoax? The Evidence of the Missing Body:
Was Jesus's body really absent from his tomb? The Evidence of Appearances: Was Jesus seen alive
after his death on the cross? Written in a hard-hitting, journalistic style, The Case for Easter probes
the core issues of the resurrection. Jesus Christ, risen from the dead: superstitious myth or
life-changing reality? The evidence is in. The verdict is up to you.

the case for the real jesus: The Case for Christ Daily Moment of Truth Lee Strobel, Mark
Mittelberg, 2018-09-25 Why do we believe what we believe? The Case for Christ Daily Moment of
Truth, by leading apologists for Christianity Lee Strobel and Mark Mittelberg, offers fact-based,
intelligent devotions to build a foundational faith. These 180 insightful writings will strengthen your
spiritual knowledge and touch your heart with life-changing truth. Each devotion is based on a
scientific, historical, or biblical fact that will bolster your confidence in Christ. You will be inspired,
encouraged, and equipped. A reflection at the end of each entry allows you to consider this new
knowledge and how to put it into action. In these thoughtful devotions Strobel and Mittelberg
articulate the reasons why Christians believe what they believe. Combining the authors' expertise in
apologetics with scriptural application for daily living, this devotional will leave you deeply
encouraged and well informed. Topics range from scientific discoveries to theological explanations,
and each devotion is followed by a brief reflection, prayer, and thought to meditate on and talk
about. You'll emerge with a deeper understanding of your beliefs. In the process, you'll find your
love of truth—and your passion to share it—growing each day.
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