wendell berry the unsettling of america

*Wendell Berry and The Unsettling of America: A Call to Rethink Our Relationship with the Land**

wendell berry the unsettling of america is not just a phrase; it’s a profound invitation to examine the deep
and often troubling relationship between modern society and the land it inhabits. Wendell Berry, the
celebrated farmer, poet, and environmental thinker, crafted *The Unsettling of America* as a powerful
critique of industrial agriculture and its impact on rural life, community, and the environment. This
seminal work challenges us to reconsider how we farm, live, and connect to the earth, urging a return to
more sustainable, place-based practices. Let’s explore the key themes and lasting relevance of Berry’s

insights, and why his message continues to resonate in today’s world.

Wendell Berry: The Voice of Agrarian Wisdom

Wendell Berry is a unique figure in American literature and environmental thought. He is not only a
prolific writer but also a practical farmer who has lived the principles he advocates. His deep connection to
his Kentucky farm informs his writing, blending poetry, philosophy, and environmental ethics. *The
Unsettling of America*, first published in 1977, is one of his most influential works, where he critiques the

rise of industrial agriculture and its consequences on American society.

Berry’s perspective is rooted in agrarianism—a philosophy that values farming as a way of life intimately
tied to community, stewardship, and sustainability. He argues that the shift toward large-scale, mechanized
farming has “unsettled” the country by severing people from the land, disrupting rural communities, and

degrading the environment.

The Core Themes of The Unsettling of America

Understanding the core ideas in *The Unsettling of America* helps us grasp why Wendell Berry’s critique

remains so relevant in discussions about food, environment, and culture.

The Loss of Connection to Place

One of Berry’s central concerns is how industrial agriculture has uprooted people from their local
environments. He emphasizes the importance of “place”—the unique characteristics of a particular land and
community that shape how people live and work. According to Berry, when farming becomes

industrialized and corporate-led, it loses this sense of place, leading to ecological harm and cultural



disintegration.

This loss of connection means farmers no longer see themselves as caretakers but as managers of resources

to maximize profit. The consequences include soil depletion, pollution, and a decline in rural communities.

Critique of Industrial Agriculture

Berry’s critique is sharp and multifaceted. He describes industrial agriculture as a system driven by
technology and economics rather than respect for the land. This system prioritizes monoculture, heavy
chemical use, and mechanization, which often sacrifice long-term soil health and biodiversity for short-term

yield.

He warns that this approach is unsustainable, leading to an “unsettling” of both the land and the social
structures dependent on it. The industrial model, he argues, damages the environment, alienates farmers,

and contributes to the homogenization of food and culture.

Advocacy for Small-Scale, Sustainable Farming

In contrast to industrial farming, Berry champions small-scale, diversified agriculture that respects
ecological limits and nurtures community bonds. He envisions a farming practice that honors the land’s

natural rhythms, conserves resources, and promotes biodiversity.
This model fosters a sustainable economy rooted in local knowledge and mutual responsibility. Berry’s

advocacy is not just about farming techniques but about cultivating a way of life where people are deeply

connected to their environment and to each other.

Why Wendell Berry’s Message Matters Today

The ideas presented in *The Unsettling of America* have only grown more urgent as contemporary
society grapples with climate change, food insecurity, and rural decline. Wendell Berry’s call to rethink

agriculture and land use speaks directly to these pressing challenges.

Relevance to Modern Environmental Movements

Berry’s emphasis on sustainable land stewardship aligns closely with today’s environmental and

regenerative agriculture movements. His vision anticipates many principles of organic farming,



permaculture, and local food systems, which seek to repair ecological damage and build resilient

communities.
By revisiting *The Unsettling of America*, activists, farmers, and policymakers find a philosophical and

ethical foundation for promoting agricultural practices that prioritize the health of the land and the well-

being of people.

Insights for Food Culture and Consumer Choices

Beyond farming, Berry’s work invites consumers to consider where their food comes from and how it is
produced. The industrial food system’s reliance on mass production and global supply chains contrasts

sharply with Berry’s ideal of local, sustainable agriculture.

Understanding this helps consumers make informed choices that support small farmers, promote
biodiversity, and reduce environmental impact. His writing encourages us to see food not merely as a

commodity but as a cultural and ecological product that connects us to the earth.

Practical Lessons from Wendell Berry’s Philosophy

Berry’s critique and vision offer practical lessons for anyone interested in agriculture, environmentalism, or

sustainable living.

Embracing Localism and Community

One of the most actionable takeaways is the importance of localism—supporting local farms, markets, and
food networks. This strengthens community ties and reduces the environmental costs associated with long-

distance food transportation.

Fostering Soil Health and Biodiversity

Berry’s farming philosophy underscores the value of soil conservation and biodiversity. Practices like crop

rotation, cover cropping, and reduced chemical inputs help maintain soil fertility and ecosystem balance.



Living With the Land, Not Against It

At its heart, Berry’s message is about respect for nature’s limits. Sustainable agriculture requires working
with natural processes rather than exploiting them, recognizing that the health of the land ultimately

sustains human life.

Wendell Berry’s Literary Style and Its Impact

Another fascinating aspect of *The Unsettling of America* is Berry’s eloquent, poetic writing style, which
blends intellectual rigor with emotional resonance. His essays are not dry academic treatises but heartfelt

meditations that appeal to both reason and feeling.

This literary quality helps his ideas reach a wider audience, inspiring readers not only to think critically

but also to feel a sense of responsibility and care toward the land.

The Role of Storytelling in Environmental Thought

Berry’s use of storytelling and vivid imagery helps communicate complex environmental and social issues
in accessible ways. By sharing personal experiences and observations from his farm, he humanizes the

challenges and possibilities of sustainable living.

This approach fosters empathy and a deeper understanding, making *The Unsettling of America* a timeless

work that continues to inspire change.

Wendell Berry’s *The Unsettling of America* remains a cornerstone in the conversation about how we
relate to our environment and each other. Its call to preserve place, nurture the land, and build community
offers a hopeful path forward amid growing ecological and social challenges. For anyone interested in
sustainable agriculture, environmental ethics, or the future of rural America, Berry’s insights provide both

a cautionary tale and a guiding light.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Wendell Berry's "'The Unsettling of



America'?

The main theme of Wendell Berry's 'The Unsettling of America' is the critique of modern industrial
agriculture and its detrimental effects on the environment, rural communities, and traditional farming

practices.

How does Wendell Berry define 'industrial agriculture’ in "The
Unsettling of America'?

Wendell Berry defines industrial agriculture as a system focused on large-scale, mechanized farming that
prioritizes profit and efficiency over ecological health, sustainability, and the well-being of farming

communities.

‘What concerns does Berry raise about the impact of industrial agriculture

on rural communities?

Berry expresses concern that industrial agriculture leads to the displacement of small farmers, the
breakdown of rural communities, loss of local knowledge, and degradation of the social and economic fabric

of rural life.

How does 'The Unsettling of America' address the relationship between

humans and the land?

The book emphasizes the importance of a reciprocal and respectful relationship between humans and the

land, advocating for stewardship, sustainable farming practices, and a deep connection to place.

‘What solutions or alternatives does Wendell Berry propose in 'The
Unsettling of America'?

Berry advocates for a return to small-scale, community-based farming, organic and ecologically sound

agricultural methods, and policies that support local economies and sustainable land use.

Why is "The Unsettling of America' considered a foundational text in

environmental and agricultural literature?

Because it critically examines the social, environmental, and ethical consequences of industrial agriculture
and articulates a compelling vision for sustainable farming and community resilience, influencing

environmental thought and activism.



How does Wendell Berry use language and style in "The Unsettling of

America' to engage readers?

Berry uses clear, persuasive prose combined with personal anecdotes, historical analysis, and philosophical

reflection to connect with readers emotionally and intellectually.

What relevance does "The Unsettling of America' have in today's context
of climate change and food security?

The book remains highly relevant as it highlights the unsustainable practices that contribute to
environmental degradation and advocates for agricultural systems that promote biodiversity, soil health, and

resilience critical to addressing climate change and ensuring food security.

Additional Resources

*Wendell Berry and The Unsettling of America: A Critical Exploration of Agrarian Thought**

wendell berry the unsettling of america stands as a seminal phrase that encapsulates one of the most
profound critiques of modern agricultural practices and rural life in the United States. Wendell Berry, an
influential essayist, farmer, and environmentalist, delves deeply into the consequences of industrial
agriculture and the broader socio-economic upheavals that have reshaped American rural landscapes. His
book, *The Unsettling of America: Culture & Agriculture®, published in 1977, remains a cornerstone text in
discussions about sustainable farming, ecological stewardship, and the cultural dislocation caused by the rise

of corporate agribusiness.

Berry’s work provides a compelling narrative that challenges the dominant paradigms of progress and

efficiency in agriculture, urging readers and policymakers alike to reconsider the intimate relationships
between land, community, and identity. This article investigates the core themes of *The Unsettling of
America*, highlighting its relevance today and analyzing why Berry’s agrarian philosophy continues to

resonate amid ongoing debates about food security, environmental degradation, and rural depopulation.

Contextualizing Wendell Berry’s Agrarian Critique

Wendell Berry emerged as a critical voice precisely when American agriculture was experiencing rapid
industrialization. The post-World War II era saw farming transition from small-scale, family-run operations
to large, mechanized, and chemically intensive enterprises. Berry’s *The Unsettling of America* critiques
this transformation, arguing that it disrupts the deep-rooted cultural and ecological ties necessary for

sustainable living.



At the heart of Berry’s argument is the assertion that agriculture is not merely a technical activity but a
cultural practice intertwined with the health of communities and the land itself. He asserts that the
"unsettling” refers to the displacement of traditional farming communities, the erosion of local knowledge,

and the alienation of people from their environment.

The Philosophy of Place and Community

One of the most compelling aspects of Berry’s philosophy is his emphasis on "place” — the specific
geographic and cultural environment that shapes human identity. Berry contends that modern
agriculture’s drive for standardization and scale erodes this sense of place, resulting in communities that are
disconnected both socially and ecologically.
This disconnection manifests in multiple ways:

e Loss of Local Knowledge: Traditional farming techniques, adapted to local climates and soils, are

replaced by generalized, industrial methods.

¢ Economic Displacement: Small farmers often cannot compete with agribusinesses, leading to rural

depopulation and economic decline.

¢ Environmental Degradation: Large-scale monoculture and reliance on chemical inputs damage soil

health and biodiversity.

Berry’s insistence that sustainable agriculture must be rooted in a respect for place challenges contemporary

models that prioritize short-term yields over long-term ecological health.

Key Themes in The Unsettling of America

Berry’s critique spans multiple dimensions, from environmental concerns to socio-cultural analysis. Here

are some of the key themes that define the work:

Industrial Agriculture vs. Sustainable Farming

Berry contrasts industrial agriculture’s mechanization and chemical reliance with sustainable, small-scale

farming practices. He highlights how industrial methods often prioritize profit margins and efficiency at



the expense of soil fertility and ecological balance. His skepticism is grounded in empirical observations of

soil erosion, pesticide pollution, and the loss of biodiversity linked to modern farming.

The Role of Stewardship and Ethics

A significant portion of Berry’s argument revolves around the ethical responsibilities farmers bear to the
land and community. He promotes the idea of stewardship — an active care for the land that recognizes the
interconnectedness of all life forms. This ethical dimension challenges the reductionist view of land as mere

property or commodity.

Impact on Rural Communities

Berry’s analysis also focuses on the social ramifications of agricultural industrialization. The decline of family
farms leads to weakened community bonds, loss of cultural heritage, and increased urban migration. His
work underscores the importance of preserving rural ways of life as vital components of national identity

and democratic participation.

Relevance of Wendell Berry’s Ideas in Today’s Agricultural

Landscape

Despite being written over four decades ago, *The Unsettling of America* remains highly relevant.
Current challenges such as climate change, soil depletion, and food insecurity echo Berry’s warnings about

the unsustainability of industrial agriculture.

Comparisons with Contemporary Agricultural Practices

Today, many industrial farms continue to rely on monocultures and synthetic inputs, often exacerbating
environmental problems. However, there has also been a growing movement toward organic farming,

regenerative agriculture, and farm-to-table initiatives that align closely with Berry’s vision.

Data from recent agricultural studies indicate that regenerative practices can improve soil carbon
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, supporting Berry’s argument that ethical stewardship
benefits both land and society. Furthermore, the rise of local food networks and farmers’ markets reflects a

renewed interest in place-based agriculture.



Pros and Cons of Berry’s Agrarian Vision

While Berry’s advocacy for small-scale, sustainable agriculture has gained traction, it is not without
challenges:
e Pros:
o Enhanced environmental sustainability and biodiversity preservation.
o Strengthened local economies and community resilience.

o Improved food quality and cultural continuity.

e Cons:
o Potential limitations in scaling to feed a growing global population.
o Economic pressures on small farmers in a competitive market.

o Resistance from entrenched industrial agribusiness interests.

These considerations highlight the complexity of applying Berry’s ideals in a modern context, suggesting a

need for hybrid solutions that merge traditional knowledge with technological innovation.

Wendell Berry’s Legacy and Influence

Beyond *The Unsettling of America*, Wendell Berry’s extensive body of essays, poems, and fiction has
cemented his role as a leading voice in environmental and agrarian thought. His work has influenced a

wide range of fields, from environmental ethics and rural sociology to food justice movements.

Educational institutions and environmental organizations often cite Berry’s writings to advocate for policy
reforms that support sustainable agriculture, land conservation, and rural revitalization. His insistence on

the moral dimensions of agriculture continues to inspire both practitioners and scholars.



Integrating Berry’s Ideas into Modern Policy

Efforts to incorporate Berry’s vision into agricultural policy include:

1. Supporting small and medium-sized farms through subsidies and technical assistance.
2. Promoting soil health initiatives and reducing chemical inputs.
3. Encouraging community-based food systems and local markets.

4. Enhancing public awareness about the cultural significance of farming.

While progress is uneven, these strategies reflect a growing recognition of the need to "resettle" America’s

agricultural landscape in a manner consistent with Berry’s critiques.

The ongoing discourse around sustainable food systems and environmental resilience underscores the
enduring importance of *The Unsettling of America*. Wendell Berry’s thoughtful analysis invites

continued reflection on how agriculture shapes not only the land but the very fabric of society.

Wendell Berry The Unsettling Of America
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wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Unsettling of America Wendell Berry, 1996 A
critical inquiry into the ways Americans have exploited and continue to exploit the land that sustains
them, tracing attitudes toward and methods of farming from the eighteenth century to the present.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Unsettling of America Wendell Berry,
2015-09-15 Since its publication in 1977, The Unsettling of America has been recognized as a classic
of American letters. In it, Wendell Berry argues that good farming is a cultural and spiritual
discipline. Today’s agribusiness, however, takes farming out of its cultural context and away from
families. As a result, we as a nation are more estranged from the land—from the intimate knowledge,
love, and care of it. Sadly, his arguments and observations are more relevant than ever. Although
“this book has not had the happy fate of being proved wrong,” Berry writes, there are people
working “to make something comely and enduring of our life on this earth.” Wendell Berry is one of
those people, writing and working, as ever, with passion, eloquence, and conviction.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: Earthly Words John R. Cooley, 1994 An essential
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collection of criticism on the leading nature writers of today.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Unsettlement of America Anna Brickhouse,
2014-10-01 In The Unsettlement of America, Anna Brickhouse explores the fascinating career and
ambivalent narrative legacy of Paquiquineo, a largely forgotten Native translator of the early
modern Atlantic world. Encountered by Spanish explorers in 1561 near the future site of the
Jamestown settlement, Paquiquineo traveled to Spain and from there to Mexico, where he was
christened as Don Luis de Velasco. Regarded as a promising envoy to indigenous populations, Don
Luis experienced nearly a decade of European civilization before thwarting the Spanish colonization
of Ajacan, his native land on the eastern seaboard, in a dramatic act of unsettlement. Throughout
this sweeping account, Brickhouse argues for the interpretive and knowledge-producing roles played
by Don Luis as well as a range of other translators acting in Native-European contact zones while
helping to shape an arena of inter-indigenous transmission in Europe and the Americas, from coastal
Virginia and the Floridas to Cuzco, Peru; from colonial Cuba and Mexico to London and the royal
court in Cordova, Spain. The book argues for the conceptual significance of unsettlement: the literal
thwarting or destruction of settlement as well as a heuristic for understanding a range of texts
related to settler colonialism throughout the hemisphere. As Brickhouse demonstrates, the story of
Don Luis was told and retold-as well as censored, distorted, and suppressed-in an array of writings
from the sixteenth century to the twentieth. Tracing accounts of this unfounding father as they
unfold across the centuries, The Unsettlement of America addresses the problems of translation at
the heart of his compelling story and speculates on the implications of the literary afterlife of Don
Luis for the present and future of hemispheric American studies.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: A Theory of Personalism Thomas R. Rourke, Rosita
A. Chazarreta Rourke, 2006-12-01 This distinctive and contemporary departure from hackneyed
discussions of political theory introduces readers to a contemporary personalism rooted in the work
of Bartolome de Las Casas and emerging again in the contributions of Dorothy Day, Peter Maurin as
well as the liberation theology of Gustavo Guiterrez and Jon Sobrino. Thomas R. Rourke and Rosita
A. Chazarreta Rourke introduce readers to new sources of personalism by investigating and revising
the intellectual history of this theory and its development.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Culture of Immodesty in American Life
and Politics M. Federici, R. Gamble, M. Mitchell, 2013-05-01 By identifying and illustrating aspects
of American culture that are out of sync with the modest republicanism that gave rise to the United
States in the late eighteenth century, the contributors to this volume expose the vulgarity and excess
of American culture.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Rise and Fall of Democracy in Early
America, 1630-1789 Joshua Miller, 1999-01-01 The Rise and Fall of Democracy in Early America
describes and explores the emergence of a directly democratic political culture in America, the
Federalists' theoretical campaign against that culture, and the legacy of the struggle over
democracy for politics today. The Rise and Fall of Democracy in Early America traces the rise of
democracy in America beginning with the Puritans of New England; the radicalization during the
eighteenth century of Puritan notions of community, autonomy, and participation; and the
Antifederalist attempt to preserve a democratic political culture in the face of Federalist efforts to
centralize power and distance it from the people by the passage of the 1787 Constitution. Despite its
historical concerns, this book is not a history of institutions or a history of ideas. It is a work of
political theory that explores certain early American texts and debates, and discusses the theoretical
questions raised by those texts and debates, emphasizing those issues most relevant to democratic
thought in our own time. Among the many insights into our democratic heritage that Joshua Miller
affords us in his discussion of the Puritan theory of membership and the Antifederalist theory of
autonomous communities is the hitherto obscured affinity between democracy and conservatism.
Whereas many treatments of early American political thought make the debate over the ratification
of the Constitution appear dry and abstract, this book shows the clash of political values and ideals
that were at the heart of the struggle. It illustrates how the Federalists employed a



democratic-sounding vocabulary to cloak their centralizing, elitist designs. Miller introduces readers
to a political theory of direct democracy that is presented as an alternative to Marxism, liberalism,
and mainstream conservatism. This new democratic theory based on an early American political
tradition should serve as a stimulus for rethinking the directions we are taking in politics today.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Land-Grant Colleges and the Reshaping of
American Higher Education Roger L. Geiger, 2017-07-05 This work provides a critical reexamination
of the origin and development of America's land-grant colleges and universities, created by the most
important piece of legislation in higher education. The story is divided into five parts that provide
closer examinations of representative developments.Part I describes the connection between
agricultural research and American colleges. Part II shows that the responsibility of defining and
implementing the land-grant act fell to the states, which produced a variety of institutions in the
nineteenth century. Part III details the first phase of the conflict during the latter decades of the
nineteenth century about whether land colleges were intended to be agricultural colleges, or full
academic institutions. Part IV focuses on the fact that full-fledged universities became dominant
institutions of American higher education. The final part shows that the land-grant mission is alive
and well in university colleges of agriculture and, in fact, is inherent to their identity.Including some
of the best minds the field has to offer, this volume follows in the fine tradition of past books in
Transaction's Perspectives on the History of Higher Education series.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The American Empire and the Fourth World
Anthony J. Hall, Tony Hall, 2005 In a book that Naomi Klein says could change the world, Anthony
Hall shows that the globalization debate actually began in 1492.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: American Farming Culture and the History of
Technology Joshua T. Brinkman, 2024-05-06 Presenting a history of agriculture in the American
Corn Belt, this book argues that modernization occurred not only for economic reasons but also
because of how farmers use technology as a part of their identity and culture. Histories of
agriculture often fail to give agency to farmers in bringing about change and ignore how people
embed technology with social meaning. This book, however, shows how farmers use technology to
express their identities in unspoken ways and provides a framework for bridging the current
rural-urban divide by presenting a fresh perspective on rural cultural practices. Focusing on German
and Jeffersonian farmers in the 18th century and Corn Belt producers in the 1920s, the Cold War,
and the recent period of globalization, this book traces how farmers formed their own versions of
rural modernity. Rural people use technology to contest urban modernity and debunk yokel
stereotypes and women specifically employed technology to resist urban gender conceptions. This
book shows how this performance of rural identity through technological use impacts a variety of
current policy issues and business interests surrounding contemporary agriculture from the
controversy over genetically modified organisms and hog confinement facilities to the growth of
wind energy and precision technologies. Inspired by the author's own experience on his family’s
farm, this book provides a novel and important approach to understanding how farmers’ culture has
changed over time, and why machinery is such a potent part of their identity. This book will be of
great interest to students and scholars of agricultural history, technology and policy, rural studies,
the history of science and technology, and the history of farming culture in the USA.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Spirit of the Sixties James J. Farrell, 2013-10-18
The Spirit of the Sixties explains how and why the personal became political when Sixties activists
confronted the institutions of American postwar culture. The Spirit of the Sixties uses political
personalism to explain how and why the personal became political when Sixties activists confronted
the institutions of American postwar culture. After establishing its origins in the Catholic Worker
movement, the Beat generation, the civil rights movement, and Ban-the-Bomb protests, James
Farrell demonstrates the impact of personalism on Sixties radicalism. Students, antiwar activists and
counterculturalists all used personalist perspectives in the here and now revolution of the decade.
These perspectives also persisted in American politics after the Sixties. Exploring the Sixties not just
as history but as current affairs, Farrell revisits the perennial questions of human purpose and



cultural practice contested in the decade.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The American Farmer in the Eighteenth Century
Richard L. Bushman, 2018-01-01 An illuminating study of America's agricultural society during the
Colonial, Revolutionary, and Founding eras In the eighteenth century, three-quarters of Americans
made their living from farms. This authoritative history explores the lives, cultures, and societies of
America's farmers from colonial times through the founding of the nation. Noted historian Richard
Bushman explains how all farmers sought to provision themselves while still actively engaged in
trade, making both subsistence and commerce vital to farm economies of all sizes. The book
describes the tragic effects on the native population of farmers' efforts to provide farms for their
children and examines how climate created the divide between the free North and the slave South.
Bushman also traces midcentury rural violence back to the century's population explosion. An
engaging work of historical scholarship, the book draws on a wealth of diaries, letters, and other
writings--including the farm papers of Thomas Jefferson and George Washington--to open a window
on the men, women, and children who worked the land in early America.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: A Liberal Education in L.ate Emerson Sean Ross
Meehan, 2019 Sean Meehan's book reclaims three important but critically neglected aspects of the
late Emerson's mind: first, his engagement with rhetoric, conceived as the organizing power of mind
and, unconventionally, characterized by the trope metonymy; second, his public engagement with
the ideals of liberal education and debates in higher education reform early in the period
(1860-1910) that saw the emergence of the modern university; and third, his intellectual relation to
significant figures from this age of educational transformation: Walt Whitman, William James,
Harvard president Charles W. Eliot, and W.E.B. Du Bois, Harvard's first African American PhD.
Meehan argues that the late Emerson educates through the rhetorical liberal arts, and he thereby
rethinks Emerson's influence as rhetorical lessons in the traditional pedagogy and classical
curriculum of the liberal arts college.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Paradise of God Norman Wirzba, 2003-09-11 In
this work, Norman Wirzba argues that the doctrine of creation - as presented in the Bible and as
developed through the centuries - actually holds the key to a true understanding of our place in the
environment and our responsibility towards it.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Disfiguration of Nature James G. Krueger,
2018-10-18 Good stewardship of nature and the earth—those foundations upon which life
depends—is our most pressing challenge, requiring a monumental and relentlessly single-minded
unity of purpose. Yet in America, the cause of conservation suffers while the political Left and Right
conduct an endless tug of war. The result is stalemate and inaction. James Krueger shows how this
state of affairs stems from a widespread—and unnecessary—confusion in thinking about
conservation. He explores the movement’s beginnings and its profound and enduring connection
with such traditional pro-life and pro-family values of stability, self-discipline, morality, and
community, which could again be called upon to undergird a robust conservationist ethic. At the
same time, Krueger embarks on a provocative questioning of values dear to the liberal Left—having
to do with gender, family, economics, and individual rights—to ask whether these are not, at their
core, violently opposed to the very nature liberal-minded people claim to champion and protect. The
Disfiguration of Nature invites us to disconnect from our destructive illusions about both nature and
ourselves in favor of a humble yet constructive—and eventually powerful—understanding, the kind
that can create a desperately needed common ground in service of our shared American landscape
and the promise of sound human culture upon it.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Oxford Handbook of American Folklore
and Folklife Studies Simon J. Bronner, 2019 The Oxford Handbook of American Folklore and
Folklife Studies surveys the materials, approaches, concepts, and applications of the field to provide
a sweeping guide to American folklore and folklife, culture, history, and society. Forty-three
comprehensive and diverse chapters explore the extraordinary richness of the American social and
cultural fabric, offering a valuable resource not only for scholars and students of American studies,



but also for the global study of tradition, folk arts, and cultural practice.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: I'd Fight the World Peter La Chapelle, 2019-09-11 A
“educational, interesting, and very easy to read” history of the bond between country music and
politics in America (Harry Reid). Long before the United States had presidents from the world of
movies and reality TV, we had scores of politicians with connections to country music. In I'd Fight
the World, Peter La Chapelle traces the deep bonds between country music and politics, from the
nineteenth-century rise of fiddler-politicians to more recent figures like Pappy O’Daniel, Roy Acuff,
and Rob Quist. These performers and politicians both rode and resisted cultural waves: some
advocated for the poor and dispossessed, and others voiced religious and racial anger, but they all
walked the line between exploiting their celebrity and righteously taking on the world. La Chapelle
vividly shows how country music campaigners have profoundly influenced the American political
landscape. Praise for I'd Fight the World “Thoroughly researched and insightful, I'd Fight the World
exposes the political themes embedded in country music of all stripes, as well as the sometimes
subtle, sometimes blatant, always shrewd employment of this music by politicians. La Chapelle
reveals a political legacy in country music that today’s audiences have an obligation to confront.”
—Jocelyn Neal, author of Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic History “In this well-written and
expansive book, La Chapelle narrates a national history of politics and country music, from
nineteenth-century populism to post-World War II conservatism. I'd Fight the World demonstrates
how both political and cultural history can shine light upon each other, creating a rich tapestry of
scholarship.” —David Gilbert, author of The Product of Our Souls “Lively and informative. . . . This
book will surprise those who have preconceived notions about country music and Southern
politicians, and their longstanding connection.” —Library Journal “A deeply researched examination
of the ways that country and old-time music have been coopted into political life. . . . La Chapelle
traces the not especially healthy relationship between country music and populism. . .. La
Chapelle’s exhaustive examination of his subject uncovers many untold stories and raises interesting
questions about whether country music has yet truly reckoned with its political past.” —Times
Literary Supplement

wendell berry the unsettling of america: The Middle West James R. Shortridge, 1989
Shortridge (cultural geography, U. of Kansas) examines the idea of the Middle West, relating the
changing meaning of the term, regional identity, thepastoralism of the area. Annotation copyright
Book News, Inc. Portland, Or.

wendell berry the unsettling of america: Harvesting the High Plains H. Craig Miner, 1998
Historian Craig Miner recounts the story of a former field hand whose joint enterprise with Wichita
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