i am david novel study

**i am david Novel Study: Exploring Courage, Freedom, and Hope Through Literature**

i am david novel study offers an enriching journey into the life of a young boy’s escape from a bleak
existence and his quest for freedom. This novel, written by Anne Holm, is a powerful story that resonates
with readers of all ages, making it an excellent choice for classroom discussions, literary analysis, and
personal reflection. Whether you are a teacher preparing lesson plans, a student diving deep into the
narrative, or simply a reader seeking to understand its themes, this guide will help unpack the

complexities and beauty of *I Am David* through a comprehensive novel study.

Understanding the Context of *I Am David*

Before delving into character analysis and thematic exploration, it's important to understand the historical
and cultural backdrop of *I Am David*. The novel, first published in 1963, is set in post-World War II
Europe. It follows David, a 12-year-old boy who escapes from a communist labor camp and travels across

Europe to find safety and freedom in Denmark.

The story is deeply rooted in the realities of war, displacement, and survival, reflecting the struggles many
faced during that era. Knowing this context enriches the reading experience and allows readers to

appreciate the novel's emphasis on resilience and hope in the face of adversity.

Key Themes in i am david Novel Study

Exploring the novel’s core themes provides a meaningful way to engage with the text on a deeper level.

Here are some of the most significant themes to consider when conducting an i am david novel study:

The Quest for Freedom

David’s journey is essentially a quest for freedom—physical, emotional, and psychological. His escape from
the camp symbolizes the universal human desire to break free from oppression and find a place where one
can live with dignity and hope. This theme can open up discussions about what freedom truly means and

how it can be achieved.



Courage and Survival

Throughout the novel, David exhibits remarkable courage and determination. Despite his young age and
lack of experience, he navigates unfamiliar territories, faces dangers, and learns to trust others. His survival
instincts are a testament to the resilience of the human spirit, which can be an inspiring topic for students

exploring character development.

Trust and Friendship

One of the most poignant aspects of the novel is David’s evolving ability to trust people. Having been
isolated and traumatized, learning to form friendships becomes a significant part of his healing process. This

can lead to rich conversations about the importance of relationships and trust in overcoming hardship.

Character Analysis in i am david Novel Study

Understanding the characters is crucial for a thorough novel study. David, as the protagonist, is complex and

multi-dimensional, shaped by his past but hopeful for his future.

David: The Protagonist

David is portrayed as brave, resourceful, and introspective. His innocence contrasts with the harsh realities
he faces, making his character both relatable and inspiring. Analyzing his growth from a fearful boy to a

confident young individual reveals insights into human adaptability and growth.

Supporting Characters

Throughout David’s journey, various characters influence his development. For instance:

e Maria: A compassionate woman who helps David understand kindness and trust.

e Mr. Severinsen: A teacher and mentor figure who supports David’s education and integration into

society.

e David’s sister: Though only revealed later, her existence motivates David’s persistence.



Examining these characters helps readers see how relationships shape David’s path and contribute to his

transformation.

Plot Structure and Narrative Style

The novel’s structure is straightforward yet effective, following a linear progression of David's escape and
journey. The narrative is written in a simple, clear style that reflects David’s perspective, making it

accessible to younger readers while maintaining emotional depth.

Symbolism and Imagery

Holm uses powerful symbolism throughout the book. For example, the journey itself symbolizes growth
and discovery, while recurring images of light and darkness represent hope and despair. Identifying these

literary devices enhances comprehension and appreciation of the story’s layers.

Tips for Teaching and Studying *I Am David*

If you’re leading an i am david novel study in a classroom or study group, here are some practical tips to

make the experience more engaging and insightful:
¢ Encourage Journaling: Have students write journal entries from David’s perspective, exploring his
thoughts and emotions at different points.

e Map the Journey: Create a map tracing David’s route across Europe to visualize his travel and

challenges.

e Discuss Historical Context: Supplement the novel with information about post-war Europe to deepen

understanding.

¢ Focus on Themes: Use theme-based questions to spark discussion, such as "What does freedom mean

to David?" or "How does trust evolve in the story?"

¢ Compare with Other Literature: Pair the novel with other stories of survival and resilience for

broader literary analysis.



Integrating *I Am David* Into Curriculum and Personal Reading

*{ am david novel study* is highly versatile. It fits well within middle school and early high school
curricula due to its accessible language and profound messages. The novel encourages empathy, critical

thinking, and historical awareness, making it a valuable addition to literature and social studies classes.

For personal readers, *I Am David* offers a moving tale that prompts reflection on courage, identity, and
the power of hope. It’s a story that stays with readers long after the last page is turned, inspiring discussions

about what it means to overcome obstacles and embrace new beginnings.

Exploring the novel’s rich content also makes it an excellent choice for book clubs, where readers can share

perspectives and deepen their understanding collectively.

Engaging with *I Am David* through a structured novel study opens up a world of learning opportunities.
From dissecting themes and characters to appreciating the historical setting and narrative style, this novel
provides a meaningful literary experience. Whether for educational purposes or personal enrichment,
diving into *I Am David* encourages empathy, resilience, and a deeper appreciation for the human spirit’s

capacity to overcome adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the main theme of the novel 'l Am David'?

' Am David' explores themes of freedom, survival, trust, and the journey toward self-discovery as the

protagonist escapes from a concentration camp and seeks a new life.

Who is the author of T Am David' and when was it published?

' Am David' was written by Anne Holm and was first published in 1963.

What is the significance of David's journey in the novel 'I Am David"?

David's journey symbolizes the quest for freedom and identity. It highlights the struggles and growth he

experiences as he navigates the world after escaping captivity.

How does T Am David' address the impact of war on children?

The novel portrays the psychological and physical challenges faced by children affected by war, focusing

on David's trauma, resilience, and hope for a better future.



What role does trust play in T Am David'?

Trust is a central theme, as David learns to trust others despite his past experiences, which is crucial for his

emotional healing and integration into society.

How can teachers use 1 Am David' in a novel study curriculum?

Teachers can use 'I Am David' to discuss historical context, character development, themes of courage and

freedom, and to encourage empathy and critical thinking among students.

What literary devices are prominent in 'T Am David"?

The novel employs symbolism, imagery, and first-person narrative to create an intimate and vivid

portrayal of David's experiences and emotions.

What lessons can students learn from 'l Am David'?

Students can learn about resilience, the importance of hope, the value of freedom, and the power of human

kindness through David's story.

Additional Resources

**] Am David Novel Study: An In-Depth Exploration of David’s Journey and Themes**

i am david novel study provides readers and educators with a compelling opportunity to delve into Anne
Holm’s acclaimed 1963 novel, *I Am David*. This literary work is notable for its profound exploration of
resilience, identity, and freedom through the harrowing journey of a young boy escaping a concentration
camp in post-World War II Europe. The novel’s enduring relevance and emotional depth make it a
frequent subject in classroom settings and literary discussions alike. This article offers a comprehensive
analysis of *I Am David*, highlighting key themes, character development, and pedagogical approaches

that enrich an i am david novel study.

Context and Background of *I Am David*

Before dissecting the novel’s intricate layers, it is important to understand its historical and literary context.
*] Am David* is a coming-of-age story set against the backdrop of post-war Europe. It reflects the trauma
and displacement experienced by many during the era, focusing on the journey of a twelve-year-old boy,
David, who escapes from a detention camp. The novel’s portrayal of David’s physical and emotional trials

captures the psychological aftermath of war and the human instinct for survival and freedom.



In an i am david novel study, recognizing the historical nuances enriches comprehension. The setting
symbolizes not only the physical challenges faced by David but also the broader societal upheaval after
World War II. Holm’s narrative style, marked by simplicity and emotional intensity, further invites

readers to empathize with David’s plight while contemplating broader themes of humanity.

Character Analysis: David as a Symbol of Innocence and Strength

David, the protagonist, is central to any i am david novel study due to his complex characterization and
symbolic role. Initially presented as a boy with limited social skills and understanding of the world, David’s

character evolves significantly throughout the novel. His development is a testament to human resilience.

David’s Psychological Transformation

At the start, David’s experiences in the camp have left him wary, distrustful, and isolated. His journey
across Europe serves as a physical and metaphorical path to reclaiming his identity and humanity. In an
educational context, analyzing David’s psychological transformation helps students explore concepts such as
trauma recovery, personal growth, and the impact of nurturing relationships. His encounters with
strangers who show kindness mark turning points in his emotional development, illustrating how

connection fosters healing.

Symbolism Embedded in David’s Character

David stands as a symbol of hope and the enduring human spirit. His quest for freedom transcends mere
physical escape; it embodies the universal desire for dignity and self-determination. This symbolic layer
adds depth to the novel and is a critical component of an i am david novel study, offering rich material for

thematic analysis.

Major Themes Explored in an I Am David Novel Study

The thematic richness of *I Am David* contributes to its status as a valuable educational text. Several

prominent themes emerge that warrant detailed exploration.

Freedom and Confinement



A central theme is the contrast between captivity and liberation. David’s escape from the camp is the literal
pursuit of freedom, but the novel also interrogates psychological and social constraints. Through David's
interactions and reflections, the narrative probes what it truly means to be free. This theme aligns well
with discussions on human rights and ethical philosophy, providing a multidimensional educational

experience.

Trust and Human Connection

Given David’s initial distrust, the novel explores how relationships can heal and transform. His gradual
ability to trust others highlights the importance of empathy and kindness. In a novel study setting, this
theme can be linked to social-emotional learning objectives, emphasizing interpersonal skills and moral

development.

Identity and Self-Discovery

David’s journey is also one of self-discovery. Separated from his past, he must reconstruct his sense of self
from limited information and experiences. This theme resonates strongly with young readers, who may
relate to the challenges of forming identity amid uncertainty. It also opens avenues for discussing memory,

narrative, and the construction of personal history.

Pedagogical Approaches and Study Materials

An effective i am david novel study incorporates a variety of teaching strategies and resources that cater to

diverse learning styles.

Discussion Questions and Critical Thinking

Teachers often use guided questions to facilitate deeper understanding. For example:

¢ What motivates David to keep moving despite the dangers he faces?
e How does Anne Holm use nature imagery to reflect David’s internal state?

¢ In what ways does David change from the beginning to the end of the novel?



e How do the acts of kindness David experiences affect his worldview?

These questions encourage students to analyze the text critically, fostering interpretive skills and empathy.

Comparative Literature and Historical Context

Incorporating comparative studies with other post-war or refugee narratives can broaden understanding.
Comparing *I Am David* with memoirs or historical accounts of displaced children provides factual
grounding and enhances literary appreciation. This method strengthens critical analysis and contextual

knowledge.

Multimedia and Creative Projects

Utilizing multimedia resources such as film adaptations or audio readings can engage students more fully.
Creative assignments like diary entries from David’s perspective or mapping his journey add dimensions to

the study and encourage imaginative engagement.

Strengths and Limitations of *I Am David* in Educational
Settings

No novel is without its critiques, and acknowledging these is vital in a balanced i am david novel study.

Strengths

¢ Emotional Impact: The novel’s straightforward prose paired with profound themes evokes strong

emotional responses, facilitating empathy development.

e Accessibility: Its relatively short length and clear language make it accessible for middle and high

school students.

e Cross-Curricular Potential: The novel’s historical and ethical themes allow for integration with

history and social studies curricula.



Limitations

e Simplicity of Plot: Some critics argue the narrative is overly simplistic or idealistic, potentially

limiting complex literary analysis.

e Historical Ambiguity: The lack of detailed historical context may require supplementary materials to

fully inform students.

Recognizing these factors helps educators tailor the novel study to maximize engagement and learning

outcomes.

Integrating I Am David into Modern Curriculums

With current educational trends emphasizing social-emotional learning, global awareness, and critical
thinking, *I Am David* remains a timely choice. Its themes of resilience, freedom, and trust align with
contemporary discussions on refugee experiences and human rights. Additionally, its focus on individual

courage can inspire conversations about overcoming adversity in students’ own lives.

When combined with digital resources and differentiated instruction, an i am david novel study can meet
diverse learner needs while cultivating a deep appreciation for literature and history. Educators can also

leverage the novel’s cross-cultural elements to promote inclusivity and global citizenship.

In sum, an i am david novel study offers a multifaceted exploration of a powerful narrative that continues
to resonate across generations. Through its poignant portrayal of a young boy’s quest for freedom and
identity, the novel invites readers and students to engage with enduring human themes in a meaningful
way. Careful integration of thematic analysis, historical context, and pedagogical strategies ensures that *I

Am David* remains not only a literary classic but also a valuable educational tool.
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i am david novel study: A Study Guide for Anne Holm's "I Am David" Gale, Cengage
Learning, A Study Guide for Anne Holm's I Am David, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Novels for Studentsfor all of your research needs.

i am david novel study: [ Am David by Anne Holm. Questions Helen Gulliver, 1986

i am david novel study: "I Am David" Herman den Hollander, 1994

i am david novel study: A Teacher's Guide to I Am David Greg Slingerland, 2015-01-02 A
Teacher's Guide to I Am David is a complete novel study for Anne Holm's novel, I Am David. This
teacher's guide is designed for middle grade and high school students. Students will be pushed
beyond a cursory survey of I Am David and will be led into a deeper analysis of the novel.

i am david novel study: A Teacher's Guide to Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry Greg Slingerland,
2016-09-27 A Teacher's Guide to Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry is a complete novel study for Mildred
D. Taylor's award winning novel Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. Students will be able to explore the
rich themes woven throughout this novel through challenging and comprehensive activities that go
far beyond a cursory survey. With this guide, students will gain a deeper understanding of the
struggle many Americans faced due to the colour of their skin. This guide includes: - Chapter by
chapter questions - Full and in depth answer keys - Writing activities - Discussion questions and
prompts - Before and after reading ideas - Research ideas - Vocabulary building exercises This guide
is intended for middle to upper elementary. This guide is also ideal for a home school setting.

i am david novel study: Simply Too Much Homework! Vera Goodman, Rod Chapman, Elizabeth
Collins Oman, 2007

i am david novel study: Whole Novels for the Whole Class Ariel Sacks, 2013-10-21 Work with
students at all levels to help them read novels Whole Novels is a practical, field-tested guide to
implementing a student-centered literature program that promotes critical thinking and literary
understanding through the study of novels with middle school students. Rather than using novels
simply to teach basic literacy skills and comprehension strategies, Whole Novels approaches
literature as art. The book is fully aligned with the Common Core ELA Standards and offers tips for
implementing whole novels in various contexts, including suggestions for teachers interested in
trying out small steps in their classrooms first. Includes a powerful method for teaching literature,
writing, and critical thinking to middle school students Shows how to use the Whole Novels
approach in conjunction with other programs Includes video clips of the author using the techniques
in her own classroom This resource will help teachers work with students of varying abilities in
reading whole novels.

i am david novel study: Finding My Invisible Sun Lisa M. King, 2023-03-01 Finding My
Invisible Sun is a moving, intensely thought-provoking, and courageous memoir that illuminates an
individual’s capacity for, and path to, recovery and transformation from cumulative trauma.

i am david novel study: Reading Power, Revised & Expanded Edition Adrienne Gear,
2015-10-06 Ten years ago, Reading Power was launched in an elementary school in Vancouver. It
has since evolved into a recognized approach to comprehension instruction being implemented
across Canada, in the United States, United Kingdom, Sweden, and China. This ground-breaking
approach showed teachers how to help students think while they read — connect, question,
visualize, infer, and transform. Since the publication of the first edition of Reading Power, Adrienne
Gear has continued to reflect on and refine her ideas about metacognition, comprehension
instruction, and the Reading Power strategies. This revised and expanded edition shares these new
understandings, and offers teachers new ideas, new lessons, and, of course, new anchor books to
support the Reading Power principles. An ideal resource for teachers familiar to this strategic
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approach to teaching reading, or for those looking for new ways to connect thinking with reading.

i am david novel study: The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen Edward Copeland, Juliet
McMaster, 1997-05 In The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen leading scholars from around the
world present Austen's works in two broad contexts: that of her contemporary world, and that of
present-day critical discourse. Beside discussions of Austen's novels there are essays on religion,
politics, class-consciousness, publishing practices, and domestic economy, which describe the world
in which Austen lived and wrote. More traditional issues for literary analysis are then addressed:
style in the novels, Austen's letters as literary productions, and the stylistic significance of her
juvenile works. The volume concludes with assessments of the history of Austen criticism and the
development of Austen as a literary cult-figure; it provides a chronology, and highlights the most
interesting studies of Austen in a vast field of contemporary critical diversity.

i am david novel study: Novel Research on Metabolites Secreted by Gram-Positive Bacteria
Dennis Ken Bideshi, Hyun-Woo Park, José E. Barboza-Corona, Rubén Salcedo-Hernandez,
2022-12-01

i am david novel study: Subject Catalog, 1977 Library of Congress, 1977

i am david novel study: The Role of Translators in Children’s Literature Gillian Lathey,
2010-09-13 This book offers a historical analysis of key classical translated works for children, such
as writings by Hans Christian Andersen and Grimms’ tales. Translations dominate the earliest
history of texts written for children in English, and stories translated from other languages have
continued to shape its course to the present day. Lathey traces the role of the translator and the
impact of translations on the history of English-language children’s literature from the ninth century
onwards. Discussions of popular texts in each era reveal fluctuations in the reception of translated
children’s texts, as well as instances of cultural mediation by translators and editors. Abridgement,
adaptation, and alteration by translators have often been viewed in a negative light, yet a closer
examination of historical translators’ prefaces reveals a far more varied picture than that of faceless
conduits or wilful censors. From William Caxton’s dedication of his translated History of Jason to
young Prince Edward in 1477 (‘to thentent/he may begynne to lerne read Englissh’), to Edgar
Taylor’s justification of the first translation into English of Grimms’ tales as a means of promoting
children’s imaginations in an age of reason, translators have recorded in prefaces and other writings
their didactic, religious, aesthetic, financial, and even political purposes for translating children’s
texts.

i am david novel study: Cardiac Intensive Care Allen Jeremias, David Lloyd Brown, 2010
Ventilator Management for the Cardiac Patient; Management of Post-Operative Complications in the
Cardiac Surgery Patient; Guidelines Relevant to Care in the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit--to keep the
book and you up to date. yPresents the text in a new, full-color design and layout for a more
visually-appealing and accessible format that makes finding the information you need quick and
easy.

i am david novel study: David Mitchell Sarah Dillon, 2011 The outcome of the first
international conference on David Mitchell's writing, this collection of critical essays, focuses on his
first three novels - Ghostwritten (1999), number9dream (2001) and Cloud Atlas (2004) - to provide a
sustained analysis of Mitchell's complex narrative techniques and the literary, political and cultural
implications of his early work. The essays cover topics ranging from narrative structure, genre and
the Bildungsroman to representations of Japan, postmodernism, the construction of identity, utopia,
science fiction and postcolonialism. Contents Foreword David Mitchell 1. Introducing David
Mitchell's Universe: A Twenty-First Century House of Fiction Sarah Dillon 2. The Novels in Nine
Parts Peter Childs and James Green 3. 'Or something like that': Coming of Age in number9dream
Kathryn Simpson 4. Remediations of 'Japan' in number9dream Baryon Tensor Posadas 5. The Stories
We Tell: Discursive Identity Through Narrative Form in Cloud Atlas Courtney Hopf 6. Cloud Atlas:
From Postmodernity to the Posthuman Hélene Machinal 7. Cloud Atlas and If on a winter's night a
traveller: Fragmentation and Integrity in the Postmodern Novel Will McMorran 8. 'Strange
Transactions': Utopia, Transmigration and Time in Ghostwritten and Cloud Atlas Caroline Edwards



9. Speculative Fiction as Postcolonial: Critique in Ghostwritten and Cloud Atlas Nicholas Dunlop 10.
'‘Moonlight bright as a UFO abduction': Science Fiction, Present-Future Alienation and Cognitive
Mapping William Stephenson Notes on Contributors Index About the Editor Sarah Dillon is Lecturer
in Contemporary Fiction in the School of English at the University of St Andrews. She is author of
The Palimpsest: Literature, Criticism, Theory (2007) and has published essays on Jacques Derrida,
Elizabeth Bowen, H.D., Michel Faber, Maggie Gee and David Mitchell.

i am david novel study: The Life of David Roberts, R.A. James Ballantine, David Roberts,
1866

i am david novel study: Literary Representations of Japan: At the Intersection of David
Mitchell and Haruki Murakami’s Worlds Eugenia Prasol, 2023-09-12 This book will focus on
analyzing the different aspects of Japan's representation in the novels of Haruki Murakami and
David Mitchell. It is proven that Murakami creates and recreates Japan without implementing any
orientalist features or exotic imagery. In the works of both authors, the intent to depict a new world
of Japan stripped of traditional stereotypical traits becomes clear. The difference between Murakami
and Mitchell's representation of Japan lies in the difference between Japan as seen by the Japanese
and Japan as seen by modern Westerners, but both are 'correct' images of Japan. It is a recreation of
the global image of Japan. In that sense, the texts of Murakami and Mitchell are complementary
representations of Japan through East-West cultural dialogue. Studying the representations of Japan
and Japanese national character helps to understand the role of Murakami and Mitchell in the
formation of a new image of Japan, the de-stereotyping of anachronistic ideas about Japanese
national exclusivity, enriching by doing so the world literature with new visions of the country and
its culture. The purpose of the comparative analysis of English and Japanese literary works
performed in this work is to reveal both deep analogies and differences in the representation of the
image of Japan, actualizing the national specificity of the texts. This research advances the
understanding of how both general and specific components of literary representations of Japan and
Japaneseness are manifested in the East-West cultural dialogue.

i am david novel study: Federal Register , 2013-05

i am david novel study: Inspiring Literacy Sam Leaton Sebesta, Kenneth L. Donelson,
1993-01-01

i am david novel study: Clinical Obstetrics E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA, John C. Hobbins,
2008-04-15 Highly Commended in the Obstetrics and Gynaecology category atthe British Medical
Association Book Awards 2008 The third edition of Clinical Obstetrics - The Fetus andMother is
unique in that it gives in-depth attention to the twopatients - fetus and mother, giving special
coverage to eachpatient. Clinical Obstetrics - The Fetus and Mother coversthe biology, pathology,
and clinical management of disordersaffecting the fetus and the mother with illustrations
highlightingessential diagnostic features and treatment procedures. The bookhas been extensively
revised and in some cases reorganized forclarity and flow. This book is fully up to date with
specialchapters on; first trimester prenatal screening 3-D and 4-D ultrasound medical and surgical
fetal therapy foetal stem cell therapy prenatal diagnosis and fetal developmental biology benign
tumors in pregnancy and extensive discussion of each of the main areas of maternaldiseases. The
book has been made more succinct yet heavilyannotated and illustrated giving greater clinical
emphasis enablingfast decisions at the point of care; all chapters now have keysummary points
making it easy to retrieve information. In addition Clinical Obstetrics - The Fetus and
Motherincludes a new searchable CD of the text including over 100 colourillustrations, and a Q&A
book allowing you to test yourlearning. Formerly known as Medicine of the Fetus and Mother and
highlysuccessful in two previous editions published by Lippincott
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: Amazon Prime Unlimited streaming Prime Video brings you new releases, award-winning
Originals, and live sports

Prime Video: Watch movies, TV shows, sports, and live TV Stream popular movies, TV shows,
sports, and live TV included with Prime, and even more with add-on subscriptions. Watch anywhere,
anytime

: As I Am Discover the As I Am line of hair care essentials. Explore their range of shampoos,
conditioners, and styling products formulated to address dry, damaged hair

: Online Shopping Amazon.com: online shopping[Amazon-developed Certification] Compact by
Design identifies products that, while they may not always look very different, have a more efficient
design. By

Sangean HDT-20 HD Radio/FM Stereo/AM Component Tuner, Black Featuring full digital or
hybrid search functions for both standard AM / FM signals and full digital HD. Large LCD shows
artist, song title, station call letters, and more

: Books Online shopping from a great selection at Books Store

Magnasonic Digital AM/FM Clock Radio with Battery Backup, Dual Digital AM/FM radio
with 20 station memory Treat yourself to crystal clear audio every morning with the digital tuner
that locks onto the strongest point of the radio signal, giving

PRUNUS ]J-555 Pocket Radio AM FM USB-C Charging& Battery Supporting a wide range of
FM (87-108 MHz) and AM (520-1730 KHz) frequencies, it allows easy access to music, news, talk
shows, sports, and other local broadcasts
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